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Objectives
 

• SLDS Grant Project 
• Outreach & Training Specialist 

• Assessment Literacy 

• Development of the Teacher Website 

• Vision 

• Questions 
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SLDS Grant
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Timeline
 

2015 - SLDS Grant  funds  
granted to the  

Minnesota Department 
of  Education (MDE) 

2016 – MDE  hired an 
Outreach &  Training 

Specialist 

2019 – Launch  of  the  
teacher  website (SLDS  

grant project) 
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 Outreach & Training Specialist
 

Free 
professional  
development 

Support  
through data  

analytics email 

Teacher  
website 
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Assessment Literacy
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Minnesota Assessment System
 

Minnesota Assessments 

Standards-Based 
Accountability Assessments 

English Language Proficiency   
Accountability Assessments 

Alternate MCA MTAS  ACCESS  for ELLs  ACCESS  for ELLs  
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MCA and MTAS    

  

MCA and MTAS   

 

     


 Minnesota Assessments: Aligned to Standards
 

Test Names Standards Year Adopted 

Minnesota K–12 Academic Standards in English Language Arts 2010 

MCA and MTAS Minnesota K–12 Academic Standards in Mathematics 2007 

Minnesota K–12 Academic Standards in Science 2009 

ACCESS and 
Alternate ACCESS 

for ELLS 
WIDA English Language Development Standards 2011 
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Purposes of Minnesota Assessments
 

To measure achievement 

To measure academic progress 

To provide career and college readiness information
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Minnesota Assessments Data: One Component
 

Making  
educational 

decisions 

Data  
from the  

state 

Data  
from the  
district 

Data  
from the  

school 
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Teacher Website Work
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 Who was involved?
 

• Educators from all nine regions of the state 

• Charter schools were included 

• Elementary, Middle School, and High School 

• Focus Groups twice a year 

• “Go-to” Group 

• Internal MDE staff 
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Test Development Life Cycle Modules
 

Assessment and Data Literacy Modules
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Important Dates 

Training and Focus Group Details 

lmpertant Email Change 

Test Development Life Cycle Training Modules 

Oppertun1tv with NAEP Item Revtew 

Job Opening: Science Assessment Specialist 

Parent Refusal Form 

High School Science MCA/MTAS 

On-Demand Reperts 1n PearsonAccess Next 

Advisory Panelists Needed 

Testing Terminology Words of the Mpnth 

Important Dates 

May 4 and 5 - MCTM Conference in Duluth 

June 1-Teacher Newsletter Distributed 

Teacher Newsletter (1)
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 Teacher Newsletter (2)
 

(PearsonAccess Next > MDE Updates > Teacher Newsletter) 
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MDE > About MDE > News Center > BloggEO > Re<:ent Posts 

Search 

Recent Posts 

New Outreach Specialist Travels State to Answer Questions from Educators on Assessments, Data 

March 29th, 2017 

By: Holly Brunson, Outreach and Training Specialist 

As the new Outreach and Training Specia list at the Minnesota Department of Education, I am honored to be able to work with educators around the state 
of Minnesota. Prior to th is position, I taught for eight years in a variety of roles- as a substitute teacher, Gifted Education I Title 1 teacher, 5tt. grade 
classroom tea cher, 5m & 61h grade Skills teacher, and an Intervention Specialist. 

As the Outreach and Training Specialist, I have the opportunity to do three of my favorite tasks: (1) provide training opportunities to educators around 
available data and how to use it; (2) facilitate focus groups around the state to influence the creation of a new teacher-friendly interface; and (3) work with 
the MOE Data Analytics team to answer questions about accessing data. 

Arriving at MOE was very exciting for me as I welcomed the opportunity to learn more about the important work we do as educators from a different lens. 
As I began listening to what educators want to know about data , II began to hear common themes loud and clear. Based on this , my division began 
brainstorming ways to build a solid foundational understanding of assessments for all educators. 

Blog Posts & Interviews
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Testing 1, 2, 3 Website
 

Testing 1, 2, 3 Website
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Let’s Dig In To The Site!!!
 

Testing 1, 2, 3 Website
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Vision - Testing 1, 2, 3 Videos
 

Wisconsin Assessment Videos
 

9/4/2018 19Leading for educational excellence and equity, every day for every one. | education.state.gov 

https://dpi.wi.gov/strategic-assessment/cycles-assessment/formative
http:education.state.gov


 

   
   

     


 


 

 

Q & A
 

Do you have any questions about the Outreach &
 
Training Specialist position or the Testing 1, 2, 3 website?
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Thank you!
 
Holly Pope
 

Holly.Pope@state.mn.us
 
651-582-8563
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