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Session Description:

Most state education agencies (SEAs) view responding to data requests from researchers as a wise investment in education.  SEAs that collaborate with researchers can expect to not only improve the body of scholarly literature on education, but also inform policy, advance pedagogy, and positively impact the education of individual students.  But responding to data requests is a substantial undertaking that must be carefully managed given its demand on SEA resources.  As such, the National Forum on Education Statistics (Forum), with support from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and the National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE), convened the SEA Data Use Working Group to recommend best practices for SEAs interested in establishing comprehensive policies and procedures for sharing data with the research community.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Forum Guide to Supporting Data Access for Researchers: A State Education Agency Perspective, which is expected to be released in July 2012, recommends policies, practices, and templates that can be adopted and adapted by SEAs as they consider how to most effectively respond to requests for data about the education enterprise, including data maintained in longitudinal data systems. These recommendations reflect sound principles for managing the flow of data requests, establishing response priorities, monitoring appropriate use, protecting privacy, and ensuring that research efforts are beneficial to the education agency as well as the research community. The document begins with a discussion of why data partnerships between SEAs and researchers are increasingly important, and how SEAs can develop the infrastructure necessary to support such partnerships.  Six “core” practices for effectively managing data requests are identified:

1) help researchers understand agency data and the data request process
2) create effective data request forms 
3) review data requests strategically
4) manage the data request process efficiently
5) release data appropriately
6) monitor data use
	
The appendices to the document include templates which an SEA can customize to meet specific state requirements for establishing a sound data sharing infrastructure, including preliminary and full research/data request forms, a data sharing agreement, an agreement modification form, a personal access agreement, and a data destruction certification form.

This session will review key recommendations of the Forum Guide to Supporting Data Access for Researchers: A State Education Agency Perspective, consider the practical implications of sharing data with the research community, and offer examples of how some SEAs expect to use this new Forum resource to support their data sharing policies and practices. 
For more information, contact Ghedam Bairu (NCES) at Ghedam.Bairu@ed.gov or Ruth Neild (NCEE) at Ruth.Neild@ed.gov.
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