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Overview of the 2009 Grade 12 Assessments in 
Reading and Mathematics
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• Administered January – March 2009

• Approximately 100,000 twelfth-graders assessed

• Results available for
– Nation
– 11 states

• Results reported as
– Average scale scores
– Achievement levels (Basic, Proficient, Advanced)
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Grade 12 participation rates vary over time
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Students respond to over 90 percent of the 
assessment questions
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Pilot states vary in demographic makeup

– Black students

– Hispanic students

– Students in suburban 
schools

– Students’ parents 
graduated
from college 
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Overview of the 2009 Reading Assessment

• New framework
– Trend maintained from 1992
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• Average scores reported on 0–500 scale

• Students read literary and informational texts

• Questions aligned to three reading processes
– Locate and recall
– Integrate and interpret
– Critique and evaluate 



8* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2009.

Average score up 2 points since 2005 but lower 
than in 1992



Percentage at or above Basic level lower 
than in 1992

9* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2009.

Percentage at or above Proficient level 
increases since 2005
Percentage at Advanced level higher than 
in 1992
Percentage at or above Proficient level 
increases since 2005
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Reading scores in seven states higher than the 
national average



States show range of reading comprehension 
skills
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Results by race/ethnicity
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White and Asian/Pacific Islander students make 
gains since 2005
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Racial/ethnic and gender gapsGains for Asian/Pacific Islander students 
close gap with White students
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Almost three-quarters of students write long 
answers to questions involving reading at least 
once a month



Percentages of students writing long answers 
to questions involving reading at least monthly 
range from 64 to 81 percent in participating states
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Most students plan to graduate from college
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Sample Question: Critique and Evaluate
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Overview of the 2009 Mathematics Assessment

• New framework
– Comparisons to 2005 maintained
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• Students assessed in four mathematical content areas
– Number properties and operations
– Measurement and geometry
– Data analysis, statistics, and probability
– Algebra

• Average scores reported on 0–300 scale



Average score up 3 points since 2005

21* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2009.



Percentages of twelfth-graders at or above 
Proficient and Basic levels increase since 2005

22* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2009.
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Mathematics scores in six states higher than 
the national average 



States show range of mathematics knowledge 
and skills
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All racial/ethnic groups make gains since 2005
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Increase in Asian/Pacific Islander – White gap 
since 2005 
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Over 40 percent of students complete advanced 
courses
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Course taking varies by state

28



Nearly two-thirds of students plan to attend a 
4-year college in the year after leaving high 
school
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Sample Question: Measurement and Geometry
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