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Module Objectives
= Introduce the Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS) and describe the study’s:

00:00:54

o Target population
o Sample and study design
o Data collection rounds, topics, sources, and methods

= Highlight the topics for which data are available for analysis
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Overview

= SASS is a system of related survey components or questionnaires that provide
descriptive data on the context of public and private elementary and secondary
education across the nation

= SASS is designed as a nationally representative cross-sectional periodic survey
system

> Includes a nationally representative sample of both public and private schools
o State-representative of traditional public schools
o Nationally representative of public charter schools

o Representative of private schools by type
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Overview (Continued)

= SASS is designed as a nationally representative cross-sectional periodic
survey system

00:00:46

o Cross-sectional collection from a probability-based sample of schools
o Periodically administered every four years from 1999-2000 to 2011-12
o Comprised of multiple components and questionnaires

o Cover a wide range of topics including teacher demand, teacher and
principal characteristics, general conditions in schools, principals’ and
teachers’ perceptions of school climate and problems in their schools,
teacher compensation, district hiring and retention practices, and basic
characteristics of the student population
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Overview (Continued)

= SASS was designed from its inception to have a one-year teacher follow-up,
the Teacher Follow-up Survey (TFS), in order to measure what proportion of
teachers move from school to school or leave teaching

00:00:30

= At a later point, the Principal Follow-up Survey (PFS) was also added
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SASS Components and Data Collections
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The SASS Sample

= The school is the primary sampling unit

00:01:18

o School-level (includes Teacher, Principal, and Library Media Center)

o District-level (when associated with a public school)

\ J

Page 7 of 20



Introduction to SASS Data
NATIONAL CENTER ror

2
+ @S BESR sciences EDUCATION STATISTICS

> Introduction to SASS Data > The SASS Sample (Continued)

The SASS Sample (Continued)

= The school is the primary sampling unit

00:02:31

o School-level
= The school questionnaire gathers factual information about the school and its staff

= Principals and teachers have separate questionnaires to collect information about preparation,
current assignment, and working conditions

= Public school library media centers were included because they help define the level of
support beyond the classroom for student learning in the school

= Private school library media centers were not included in 2011-12 SASS

o District-level

= Public school districts set compensation, recruitment, retention, and retirement policies for
traditional public school teachers and principals

= Data are collected from district representatives

= School district characteristics are an important context to school characteristics and policies
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The SASS Sample (Continued)

= The SASS survey design ensures that all of the related components are:

00:00:46

o Collected in the same school year
o Collected for both public and private sectors

= Data on principals or school heads, schools, and teachers are collected from
both public and private sectors in the same way

= Detailed data on private schools, private school principals or school heads, and
private school teachers is unique to SASS

= The SASS sample of public schools includes a large proportion of the nation’s
school districts, allowing for more equal representation of smaller school
districts
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The SASS Sample (Continued)
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Target Population
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= All public, private, and public charter
schools, principals and teachers employed
by those schools, and school districts and
school library media centers associated
with public schools

= The sample is drawn from the
o Common Core of Data (CCD)
o Private School Universe Survey (PSS)
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District Questionnaire

SCHOOL DISTRICT QUESTIONNAIRE
SCHOOLS AND STAFFING SURVEY
2011-12 SCHOOL YEAR
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District Questionnaire
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PUBLIC SCHOOL QUESTIONNAIRE (WITH DISTRICT ITEMS)
SCHOOLS AND STAFFING SURVEY
201112 SCHOOL YEAR

(Pt xwreit oy orrs 8 Al e 3P

THIS SURVEY MAS BEEN ENDORSED BY)
Arvarsan hasie st of SuPexd Myrewiwny
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School Questionnaire
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Principal Questionnaire
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Teacher Questionnaire
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Library Media Center Questionnaire
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Exploring a SASS Table

00:01:49

NOTE: Number and percentage of all schools that had any students with an Individual Education Plan (IEP) because of special needs
or formally identified disability, or who were English-language learners (ELLs) or limited-English proficient (LEP), and percentage of
students with an IEP/formally identified disability or who were ELLS/LEP, by school type and selected school characteristics: 2011-12
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Exploring a SASS Table (Continued)

00:01:22

NOTE: Number and percentage of public school teachers who are regular full-time teachers and average number of hours per week
that regular full-time teachers spent on selected activities during a typical full week, by state: 201112

J
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Exploring a SASS Table (Continued)

00:00:33

Among schools that had staff with specialist or hing [ that
had

Number of Percent of

schools that all schools

had staff that had
with staff with General
specialist or  specialist or instructional/not
chi chi Readi Math Science Reading Math Science  subject-specific

Affiliation 1i alist I ey firy 4 i

All private schools 10,280 39.2 58.6 42.4 289 20.9 19.0 11.3 41.8
Catholic, Parochial 1,100 38.0 66.2 38.2 24.0 19.21 * * 289
Catholic, Diccesan 1,200 41.2 72.3 48.0 23.2 1471 1121 . 284
Catholic, Private 420 44.0 61.6 41.5 27.8 2401 26.0! . 35.6
Baptist 10 285 44.9 34.3 311 13.41 219 9.1 384
Jewish * * . . * = - - *
Lutheran 370 27.0 40.1 383 323 214 12.4 * 374
Seventh-Day Adventist 160 20.1 48.2 424 4341 214! 13.5! 142! 55.5
All Other Religious 2.740 33.3 48.3 355 221 19.7 238 13.7 46.8
Non-sectarian, Regular 1,230 46.9 72,6 56.5 438 29.7 258 228 44.5
ian, Special Emphasi 1,010 45.6 54.2 37.8 46.1 16.7 121! 44! 45.0
Non-sectanan, Spacial Education 820 51.3 63.9 33.0 15.2 1 21.0 14.3 ! 10.1 ! 35.6

! interpret data with caution. The coefficient of vaniation (CV) for this estimate is between 30 percent and 50 percent (1.¢., the standard esror is st least 30 percent and less than 50
percent of the estmate)

$ Reportng standards not met. The coefficient of vanation (CV) for this estmate &5 50 parcent oe greater (iLe., the standard emor 5 50 parcant or more of the estimate) or the response
rute is below 50 percent

NOTE: A specalnt works with students and o coach works with teschers. Coaching includes observing lessons, p 0 o and 9 teaching pwes. Detad may
not Sum 10 10tal5 DeCHUSE Of FOUNcEng and BACIUSA S0ME data 810 Not Shown

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Stafing Survey (SASS), "Private School Data File,* 2011=12

NOTE: Number and percentage of private schools that had staff with specialist or coaching assignments, and among those schools,
the percentage that had staff with a particular specialist or coaching assignment, by affiliation: 2011-12
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Summary and Resources
This module has provided an introduction to SASS and described:

00:00:56

= The survey’s
o Target population
o Sample and study design
o Data collection rounds, topics, sources, and methods
= The broad topics for which data are available for analysis
Resources

= Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS) = 2011-12 SASS Questionnaires
website

» 2011-12 SASS Tables

= SASS Components and Data Collections
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