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Module Objectives 

 Introduce data analysis tools available within the DataLab 

o QuickStats 

o PowerStats 

o TrendStats 

 Identify studies that are available for analysis using the DataLab data tools 

 Describe features of the DataLab website 

 Provide an overview of PowerStats 
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Introduction to the DataLab Data Tools 

 The NCES DataLab data tools include three web-based products 

o QuickStats 

o PowerStats 

o TrendStats 

 The DataLab data tools 

o Enable analysts to generate estimates from unit record NCES public-use or 
restricted-use datasets without having to obtain a restricted-use license 

o Properly account for NCES studies’ complex sample designs, including the 
correct calculation of standard errors 

 

Slide 4 of 18 

Introduction to DataLab Data Tools: QuickStats 

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/
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Introduction to DataLab Data Tools: PowerStats 
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Introduction to DataLab Data Tools: TrendStats 
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Studies Available via the DataLab 

 Pre-Elementary Education Longitudinal Study (PEELS) 

 Schools and Staffing Survey (2011-12) (SASS) 

o Public and Private Schools 

o Public and Private School Teachers 

o Public and Private School Principals 

o Districts 

o Library Media Centers 

 Education Longitudinal Study (ELS:2002) 

 Postsecondary Longitudinal and Sample Surveys 

o National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS) 

o Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study (BPS) 

o Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study (B&B) 

o National Study of Postsecondary Faculty 

 School Survey on Crime and Safety (SSOCS) 
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Studies Available via the DataLab (Continued) 

 The DataLab enables analysts to conduct research on the data files of interest without 
having to access the actual data files via a statistical analysis program, or acquire a 
restricted-use license 

 Additionally, the analysis tools available within DataLab for each group of studies, or 
study, may vary  

  

http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/PEELS/index.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/SASS/index.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/ELS/index.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/postsecondary/index.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/ssocs/index.aspx
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Features of the DataLab Website 
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Overview of PowerStats 

 A table and statistics generator that uses Restricted-Use data* without the need for a 
license 

o Users only see estimates and standard errors 

 Enables users to access results based on unit record NCES data without utilizing a 
statistical analysis program 

 Features include: 

 

* To comply with confidentiality laws, some datasets in PowerStats include the Public-Use 
version of the data 
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Getting Started with PowerStats  
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Create New Analyses with PowerStats 
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PowerStats Work Space 
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Create New Analysis with PowerStats 
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My Library 

 My Tables 

 My Variables 

 User Created Tables 

 All Variables 

 

Slide 16 of 18 

The DataLab Help Desk 

QuickStats/PowerStats/TrendStats Help Desk 

 NCES.Info@rti.org 

 (800) 677-6987 
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Module Summary 

 Introduced data analysis tools available within the DataLab 

o QuickStats 

o PowerStats 

o TrendStats 

 Identified studies that are available for analysis using the DataLab data tools 

 Described features of the DataLab website 

 Provided an overview of PowerStats 
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Module Resources 

 DataLab 

 Pre-Elementary Education Longitudinal Study (PEELS) 

 Schools and Staffing Survey (2011-12) (SASS) 

 Education Longitudinal Study (ELS:2002) 

 Postsecondary Longitudinal and Sample Surveys 

 School Survey on Crime and Safety (SSOCS) 

 Learning Center 

 Tables Library 

 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/datalab
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/PEELS/index.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/SASS/index.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/ELS/index.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/postsecondary/index.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/ssocs/index.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/learningcenter/learn.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/tableslibrary/home.aspx

