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Module Objectives 

 Describe the Elementary/Secondary Information System (ElSi) data tool 

 Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using ElSi 

 Demonstrate how to use ElSi 
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Elementary/Secondary Information System (ElSi) 

 Allows users to  

o View public and private school data 

o Create custom tables and charts 

 From two data sources 

o Common Core of Data (CCD) 

o Private School Universe Survey (PSS) 

 ElSi is the primary tool researchers can use to access CCD or PSS data 
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Accessing ElSi 

There are several ways to access ElSi 

1. Elementary/Secondary Information System (ElSi) 

2. National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 

3. Common Core of Data (CCD) 

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pss/
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/
http://nces.ed.gov/
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/
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Advantages of Using ElSi 

 ElSi can aggregate data from a lower level and display it at a higher level 

o Example: ElSi can display free lunch eligibility counts at the district level by 
aggregating the school level data 

 ElSi displays the symbols for missing and not applicable to make data easier to 
manage 

 The ability to select data from multiple years and multiple files 

o Example: universe, fiscal, and completer data on one table 
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Disadvantages of ElSi 

 Closed schools and districts are not included 

 Not all of the levels of detail from the data files are included  

 Does not include information from the directory files  

 Does not include Restricted-use data files 
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ElSi Homepage and Components 

ElSi consists of three components 

 quickFacts 

 expressTables 

 tableGenerator 
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quickFacts 

quickFacts allows researchers to  

 View single data elements for a state, district, or school 

 View characteristic and financial data  

 View contact information  

 Chart and print data 

 Link to expressTables for additional analysis   

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/quickFacts.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/expressTables.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/tableGenerator.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/quickFacts.aspx
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quickFacts: Example 

 Select the level 

 Select the characteristic  

 Select the entity 
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expressTables 

expressTables allows users to view created tables for a group of entities (all schools in a 
state, all states in the nation, etc.) by 

 Level  

 Table  

 Group  

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/expressTables.aspx
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expressTables: Example with Race Data 
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expressTables: Example with Student and Staff Counts 
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tableGenerator 

tableGenerator allows for the creation of tables that 

 Include every school or district in the nation 

 Can be exported into Excel or CSV 

 Can save settings to be retrieved at a later time 
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tableGenerator: Steps 

Step 1 – Select Unit(s) for Rows 

 State 

 Core Based Statistical Area 
(CBSA) 

 County 

 District 

 Public School 

 Private School 

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/tableGenerator.aspx
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tableGenerator: Steps (Continued) 

Step 2 – Select Years of Data 
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tableGenerator: Steps (Continued) 

Step 3 – Select Variables 

 Depending on the years selected, various tabs of variable groups are available to 
select as the columns of the table  

o Information  

o Characteristics 

o Enrollment 

o Teacher and staff 

o General Finance 

o Dropout and Completers 

 Keep in mind that not all data files are available at the same time, the year selected 
directly relates to which variable groups are available in the data tool 

o For example, fiscal data are typically released after nonfiscal data. Therefore, if 
you select the most recent school year, fiscal data may not be available 
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tableGenerator: Steps (Continued) 

Step 3 – Select Variables (Continued) 
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tableGenerator: Steps (Continued) 

Step 3 – Select Variables (Continued) 

 Aggregate data from multiple levels 

o The higher the level, the more options for the variables available 

 Example, enrollment is collected at the state, district and school levels so to create a 
state-level table, select the following 

o Enrollment from the state-level file 

o Aggregate data from the district-level file 

o Aggregate data from the school-level file 

 

  



Using Elementary/Secondary Information System (ElSi) to Access CCD Data 

Page 10 of 12 

Slide 19 of 23 

tableGenerator: Steps (Continued) 

Step 3 – Select Variables (Continued) 

 Data source is included in the 
variable name 
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tableGenerator: Steps (Continued) 

Step 4 – Choosing Filters 

 After selecting the variables, filters 
(if any) can also be added 

 Click on “Select Filters” below the 
variable list to add variable filters 
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tableGenerator: Steps (Continued) 

Step 5 – Create Table 

 Once filters are selected, click on Create Table 

o The table should take less than two minutes to run 

o If it times out, select fewer variables 
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tableGenerator: Tips 

 If changes to the table are needed, click the Modify button above the table 

 Click the Save button to create a table ID  

o The table ID can be entered at the top of the tool to pull up the specific table to 
be created 

 The table can be exported into Excel or CSV using the buttons above the table 
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Summary and Resources 

Summary 

 Described the ElSi data tool 

 Discussed the advantages and disadvantages for using ElSi 

 Demonstrated how to use ElSi 

Resources 

 Elementary/Secondary Information System (ElSi) 

 National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 

 Common Core of Data (CCD) 

 quickFacts 

 expressTables 

 tableGenerator 

 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/
http://nces.ed.gov/
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/quickFacts.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/expressTables.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/tableGenerator.aspx

