NPSAS Research Synopsis Information

The Institute requires that potential applicants submit a short (3-5 page) Research Synopsis to NCES by June 15, 2015. NCES will use information in the Synopsis to assess whether proposed projects meet its feasibility requirement for this NPSAS opportunity. 
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1. Describe the purpose of your proposed study, making sure to note whether you are proposing: 1) an exploratory study of factors that predict persistence in and/or completion of postsecondary education; or 2) an evaluation of an intervention aimed at improving persistence and completion. If you are proposing to conduct an intervention, describe the main features of the intervention and how it will be carried out over time. 
2. Describe the main hypothesis and the key research questions for your proposed study.  
3. Describe the target population and the sample you are seeking to represent it. Give consideration to the sample size needed for your analysis; institution type(s) students will be attending; sample members’ stage of progress through postsecondary education as of the NPSAS:16 survey (freshman, sophomore, junior); and sub-groups you want represented in the sample.  
4. Describe the research design for: 1) identifying associations if you are proposing an exploratory study; 2) estimating a causal impact if you are proposing an evaluation. Provide a power analysis for evaluations. 
5. Describe the data collection strategy you are proposing to meet your research objectives (Please note that all data must be collected within the timeframe of a 4-year study). Give consideration to: 
a. the number and timing of primary data collections such as follow-up surveys and interviews, including an estimate of the number of items you are seeking to include in the instruments; 
b. the number and timing of secondary data collections such as matches to federal and non-federal sources of administrative data, including an estimate of the number of items you are seeking from these sources.   
6. The strategy you will use for analyzing the data. 
7. A summary timeline for your proposed research project. 


