
What is the toolkit?

The Toolkit for Teaching K–3 Reading 
Comprehension, created by the Regional 
Educational Laboratory, West (REL West), 
provides resources for teachers, school leaders, 
facilitators, and families/caregivers to improve 
K-3 student reading comprehension. It offers 
a flexible 17 to 26-week professional learning 
experience to help K–3 educators build their 
knowledge and use of evidence-based reading 
comprehension strategies.

What’s included?
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Predicting

Name:       

Title:       

Directions. First, make a prediction about what will happen in the text. Next, add evidence for why 

you think it will happen. As you read, add details from the story about your prediction and decide 

whether your prediction is too soon to know, not correct, or correct. 
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Predicting

1. Look for clues

2. Activate prior 

knowledge

3. Make prediction

4. Check prediction

5. Reflect on meaning



How the learning cycle works

Each module guides educators 
through a continuous learning 
cycle: Learn about evidence-based 
practices, plan for instruction, apply 
strategies in the classroom, reflect 
on student learning, and refine 
practice with colleagues.

Across the toolkit, teachers learn practices that help students:

•	 Make meaning from narrative and informational texts.

•	 Talk, write, and think deeply about what they read.

•	 Use comprehension strategies with increasing independence.

Explore the modules

Introductory Module: 
Introduction to the Toolkit

Provides an orientation to the 
toolkit professional learning 
modules and activities.

Module 2: 
Reading Comprehension  
Strategies With Narrative Text

Focuses on evidence-based reading 
comprehension strategies with narrative 
texts and support of high-quality 
classroom discussion.

Module 4: 
Moving Toward  
Independence

Focuses on student-led activities 
that support reading comprehension 
and help students apply strategies 
with increasing independence.

Module 1: 
Engaging and Motivating  
Classrooms for Reading  
Comprehension

Focuses on creating a classroom 
environment that supports all students, 
deepens reading comprehension, and 
includes purposeful text selection.

Build teacher knowledge.  
Deepen classroom practice.  

Help young readers make meaning from texts.

Module 3: 
Reading Comprehension Strategies  
With Informational Text

Focuses on evidence-based reading comprehension 
strategies with informational texts and tips for selecting 
texts that support a lesson’s purpose.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/reading-comprehension-k-3
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