High-Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM):

What Families Should Know

What are HQIM?

High-quality instructional materials (HQIM) are the curriculum used every day in classrooms.
These materials shape what students learn, how teachers teach, and how learning is supported.
HQIM are carefully reviewed before being implemented in schools to ensure that they meet

state standards, reflect research-based best practices, and work in all classrooms.

°

HQIM help ensure that all students—regardless of background or
school — have access to rigorous, engaging, grade-level learning.

\

—

HQIM serve as the instructional backbone of the
classroom and include the lessons, texts, and activities
that teachers use to support learning and that students
access as they are learning.

e UNlike collections of worksheets or online resources, HQIM are:
@ Purposefully designed
(O Coherent and sequenced from lesson to lesson

| éEOI Aligned to what students are expected to know and do
a

What makes materials “high quality”?

l HQIM are:

R @ W = o

Aligned to state learning  :  Grounded inresearch- :  Connected to learning i Testedinclassrooms Designed with built-in
standards so students are based practices :  goals and assessments i toensurethattheyare : supportsand scaffolds to
taught what they are : that show whether usable and effective help all students access
expected to learn students are on track grade-level work.
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Why HQIM matter for students and families
The instructional materials that teachers use—such as the lessons, texts, and activities that make up a curriculum—

make a significant difference in student learning outcomes. When paired with professional learning for teachers,
HQIM are linked to stronger academic results.

17 For families, HQIM provide greater confidence that: —l

Instruction is aligned across schools, Students are held to high expectations Instructional time is used effectively
so learning does not depend on and engage with grade-level, :
which classroom a child is in challenging work

Supporting HQIM in your school

District leaders and school boards typically make the final decisions about adopting HQIM. If your student’s school
does not use HQIM, sharing these benefits can help support HQIM adoption.
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Efficiency Teacher support
Improving curriculum quality is more cost- Investing in HQIM allows teachers to spend
effective for improving student outcomes than more time teaching and less time searching
reducing class size. By focusing resources on for or creating resources. A shared, high-quality
high-quality materials and instruction, systems can curriculum across classrooms supports teachers
improve learning at scale without the recurring costs while giving students and families a clear and
associated with hiring and staffing smaller classes. consistent learning experience.

Learn more

6 REL Southwest: ies.ed.gov/use-work/regional-educational-laboratories-rel/southwest

e Contact: RELSouthwest@AIR.org

Contract statement: This document was prepared under Contract 91990023C0003 by Regional Educational Laboratory Southwest, administered by
the American Institutes for Research. The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of Institute of Education Sciences (IES) or the U.S.
Department of Education, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.
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