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TIP SHEET FOR INCORPORATING EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES  

to support Multilingual Learners (MLs) in Secondary (Middle and High School) Math 

REL West, in partnership with the Santa Clara County Office of Education (SCCOE), supported educators from across Santa Clara county 
in a professional learning community (PLC) to explore evidenced-based practices from the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) practice 
guides. The primary goal of the PLC was to help educators improve understanding of secondary math content among MLs at various 
levels of English proficiency. This document provides guidance and resources from our PLC on several themes that demonstrate how 
to effectively incorporate evidence-based practices to improve the language development and math achievement of MLs at the 
secondary level. 

   

THREE CENTRAL THEMES EXPLORED      Where to find information… 

Incorporating Amplified Visual 
Representations  

 Access the featured  
WWC Practice guides around 
visual representations. 

 Review the PLC presentation 
about incorporating 
amplified visual 
representations. 

 Explore the handouts for the 
different ML English 
proficiency level groups 
(emerging, expanding, 
bridging). 

 Utilize the guidance to begin 
planning to incorporate 
amplified visual 
representations. 

Supporting Student Discourse 
Through Purposeful Questioning  

 Access the featured  
WWC practice guides and 
ELD Proficiency Level 
Handouts. 

 Review the PLC presentation 
about supporting students 
discourse through purposeful 
questioning.  

 Explore the handouts on  
effective grouping and 
language scaffolding. 

 Utilize the guidance to begin 
your planning to incorporate 
purposeful questions to 
enhance student discourse. 

Guiding questions for educators 
planning to incorporate 
evidence-based practices. 

What educator and student 
mindsets are necessary to 
successfully implement these 
practices in the classroom?  

What assets do MLs bring to the 
learning environment that can 
be utilized in these lessons?  

What are the unique needs of 
MLs that we must consider as 
we plan our lessons?  

See the next page for additional 
questions about how your 
context might shape 
implementation. 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/region/west
https://www.sccoe.org/isteam/math/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.sccoe.org/isteam/math/Pages/default.aspx
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguides
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguides
https://wested.box.com/s/vw4su5qwao3471x2x8l4smu4wce6mb25
https://wested.box.com/s/zr4p6jfn0ft2wteoj2ttlymv8uubj3vn
https://wested.box.com/s/h5rvnllbt684egg1av867k31j8nqis57
https://wested.box.com/s/h5rvnllbt684egg1av867k31j8nqis57
https://wested.box.com/s/5qzngpcmdr9ymbrc3ujce1h8wzrdhrgk
https://wested.box.com/s/vw4su5qwao3471x2x8l4smu4wce6mb25
https://wested.ent.box.com/file/1592374900457
https://wested.ent.box.com/file/1592374900457
https://wested.box.com/s/msj1vwt7ex8kdz5x4fttw9ahmkqd4rqs
https://wested.box.com/s/s2hftfkpukhwc6o3811vdo7n9i0xv2li
https://wested.box.com/s/ea67h945ytte8snw0wi2hqrgvhseys69
https://wested.box.com/s/yywh9dd4f06q03z09zj2b6xaf2mdwxbf
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Reflection Questions for School Leaders:  
HOW WILL YOUR CONTEXT SHAPE IMPLEMENTATION? 

 
Implementation will vary 
depending on the 
educational context in a 
school or district. District 
and site policies, 
expectations, and timelines 
will inform how you 
incorporate evidence-based 
practices. Consider the 
following questions as you 
prepare for 
implementation. Review 
slides 29-33 describing 
considerations for 
implementation if you need 
more information.  

 Who is the audience for implementation (e.g., teachers at a 
particular grade level or math class)? Why this group and not 
others? 

 What professional learning opportunities will be needed to 
prepare teachers to use these practices? 

 What existing initiatives can this be tied to? 

 What data might this audience need to see to understand 
how best to implement these evidence-based practices? 

 Because planning to incorporate each practice in every 
lesson might be difficult, how will teachers choose which 
lessons will be most beneficial to include one or more of the 
practices? 

 How will educators know that implementation made a 
difference in students’ math content understanding and 
contributed to ML students’ language proficiency?

 

 

https://wested.ent.box.com/file/1592377305301
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