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Introduction

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)
gathers and publishes information on the status and
progress of education in the United States. The
Condition of Education is an annual, Congressionally
mandated report produced by NCES. The Condition
is an indicator report, presenting key data analyses
that measure the health of education, monitor im-
portant developments in the education system, and
show trends in major aspects of education. Unlike
most other statistics, the indicators presented in The
Condition of Education are policy-relevant and prob-
lem-oriented. They typically incorporate a standard
against which to judge progress or regression. The
Condition of Education 1997 Supplemental and Stan-
dard Error Tables has been produced for those people
who wish to examine issues presented in the The
Condition of Education in greater depth and detail.
The tables included in this volume provide addi-
tional information to complement the data
presented in The Condition. For example, Indicator
2 in the main volume compares early signs of school
problems across racial/ethnic groups and accord-
ing to parents’ highest education level. Additional
tables provided in this supplemental volume com-
pare early signs of school problems by student’s age,
urbanicity, and household income. Standard errors

for all of the survey estimates presented in this vol-
ume have been calculated and are also included. A
discussion of standard errors and statistical signifi-
cance testing is presented on page 296.

NCES works to provide accurate and timely infor-
mation that meet the data needs of federal, state,
and other education policymakers, as well as prac-
titioners, data users, and the general public. Most
NCES publications and datasets are available on-
line through the NCES Internet site at http://
www.ed.gov/NCES/. If the information you re-
quire cannot be found in this report, please check
the NCES World Wide Web site to find out if it is
currently available in another NCES product. The
National Education Data Resource Center (NEDRC)
also performs special statistical analyses and tabu-
lations of NCES data sets. Services are free of charge
for state education personnel, education research-
ers and others needing special tabulations. NEDRC
also distributes NCES publications and CD-ROMs
containing NCES data (see the description of
NEDRC at the back of this volume for more infor-
mation).
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The Condition of Education 1997 Supplemental and Standard Error Tables includes all
of the supplemental tables, notes, and standard error tables prepared for The Condition of
Education 1997. Tables listed in bold are included in both The Condition of Education
1997 and this volume. Tables that are not shown in bold are included in this volume only.
Section 1 of this volume contains all supplemental tables and notes and Section 2 contains all
standard error tables. The electronic version of The Condition of Education 1997 can be
viewed on the NCES Internet site at http://www.ed.gov/NCES/ce/.
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Supplemental Tables and Noftes

Table 1-1

Percentage of 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds enrolled in center-based programs' and

kindergarten, by selected student characteristics: 1995

3-year-olds 4-year-olds 5-year-olds
Center- Center- Center-
based Kinder- based Kinder- based Kinder-
Student characteristics Total programs garten Total programs garten Total programs garten
Total 374 36.9 0.5 60.9 59.3 1.7 90.3 16.8 73.5
Sex
Male 35.8 35.6 0.3 59.9 58.3 1.6 88.7 17.7 71.0
Female 38.9 38.3 0.6 61.5 59.8 1.7 92.1 15.8 76.3
Race/ethnicity
White 40.2 40.0 0.3 60.8 59.5 1.3 88.6 17.8 70.8
Black 41.1 40.2 0.9 68.2 66.2 2.0 93.7 17.2 76.5
Hispanic 21.2 20.0 1.2 49.0 45.5 3.5 93.4 13.3 80.1
Household income
$10,000 or less 26.2 25.8 0.4 54.3 53.6 0.7 90.9 16.7 74.2
10,001-20,000 27.0 27.0 0.0 52.3 50.1 2.3 89.7 12.7 77.0
20,001-35,000 27.7 27.3 0.4 49.7 48.5 1.2 90.7 15.4 75.4
35,001-50,000 38.1 36.8 1.3 59.5 56.5 2.9 88.5 16.6 71.9
50,001 or more 61.2 61.1 0.1 80.7 79.2 1.5 90.9 20.2 70.6
Parents' highest education level
Less than high school diploma 16.0 14.6 1.3 42.4 41.6 0.8 92.5 11.8 80.7
High school diploma or GED 26.3 25.7 0.6 51.1 50.0 1.1 89.2 14.4 74.8
Some college/vocational/technical 35.6 35.4 0.3 63.3 61.4 1.9 90.2 16.2 74.0
Bachelor's degree 51.7 51.6 0.2 70.7 68.4 2.2 91.6 19.0 72.7
Graduate/professional school 60.8 60.4 0.4 77.9 75.6 2.3 89.8 24.4 65.3
Family structure
Two biological or adoptive parents 38.6 38.0 0.6 61.3 59.5 1.7 88.8 17.6 71.2
One biological or adoptive parent 36.9 36.9 0.0 63.0 61.6 1.4 94.0 158 78.2
One biological and one step parent 23.1 20.4 2.7 46.9 43.9 3.0 89.4 12.2 77.2
Other relatives 20.8 20.8 0.0 61.3 61.3 0.0 88.0 20.8 67.3
Mother's first language
English 39.5 39.1 0.4 62.2 61.0 1.2 89.9 17.3 72.6
Spanish 12.3 11.6 0.7 47.3 42.1 5.3 93.0 10.6 82.4
Other 43.2 40.2 3.0 61.5 56.2 5.3 88.8 20.9 67.9
Poverty status?
Poor 24.2 23.9 0.3 51.7 50.9 0.8 90.1 15.7 74.4
Non-poor 422 41.7 0.5 63.9 61.9 1.9 90.3 17.2 73.1
Mother's employment status
35 hours or more per week 43.4 42.7 0.7 63.3 61.0 2.2 90.3 16.5 73.8
Less than 35 hours per week 39.9 39.9 0.0 70.9 68.9 2.0 91.4 20.0 71.4
Looking for work 34.7 33.3 1.4 56.3 55.3 1.0 86.0 16.6 69.4
Not in labor force 30.8 30.4 0.4 53.6 52.5 1.1 90.0 15.6 74.4

' Center-based programs include nursery, prekindergarten, and Head
Start programs.

2 . . .

The poverty measure presented in this analysis was developed by
combining information about household composition and
household income. See the supplemental note to this indicator for
further discussion.

NOTE: Included in the total but not shown separately are children
from other racial/ethnic groups and types of family structures. This
analysis includes children aged 3-5 who were not enrolled in first
grade. Age is as of December 31, 1994.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, National Household Education Survey (NHES),
1995 (Early Childhood Program Participation File).

P The Condition of Education 1997



Supplemental Tables and Notes

Table 1-2 Percentage of 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds enrolled in center-based programs' and
kindergarten, by selected student characteristics: 1993
3-year-olds 4-year-olds 5-year-olds
Center- Center- Center-

based Kinder-

based Kinder- based Kinder-

Student characteristics Total programs garten Total programs garten Total programs garten
Total 34.1 33.8 0.3 55.3 52.8 25 90.0 15.8 74.1
Sex
Male 32.3 32.0 0.3 53.6 52.1 1.5 89.9 17.4 72.5
Female 36.0 35.6 0.4 57.1 53.6 3.5 90.0 14.1 75.9
Race/ethnicity
White 33.7 33.7 0.0 53.7 51.7 2.0 88.9 18.0 70.9
Black 41.9 39.6 2.3 62.9 58.5 4.5 93.2 12.4 80.8
Hispanic 27.2 27.2 0.0 48.9 46.8 2.1 921.4 12.0 79.4
Household income
$10,000 or less 32.7 31.9 0.8 52.6 49.6 3.0 89.2 12.8 76.5
10,001-20,000 21.6 20.7 1.0 47.2 45.2 2.0 90.4 11.4 79.0
20,001-35,000 22.2 22.2 0.0 47.8 46.1 1.7 86.8 17.3 69.5
35,001-50,000 37.9 37.9 0.0 57.2 54.8 2.4 90.6 16.4 74.2
50,001 or more 58.7 58.6 0.1 73.2 70.0 3.2 93.7 20.4 73.3
Parents' highest education level
Less than high school diploma 171 17.1 0.0 42.8 40.2 2.6 79.9 14.7 65.2
High school diploma or GED 23.0 22.1 0.9 43.2 41.6 1.7 89.0 14.7 74.4
Some college/vocational/technical 35.9 35.9 0.1 61.1 58.2 29 21.1 12.5 78.6
Bachelor's degree 41.1 41.1 0.0 64.1 60.9 3.1 92.5 19.4 73.1
Graduate/professional school 61.9 61.9 0.0 73.3 70.6 2.7 94.3 24.8 69.5
Family structure
Two biological or adoptive parents 34.4 34.4 0.0 55.1 52.8 2.3 89.1 16.4 72.7
One biological or adoptive parent 33.8 33.0 0.8 57.2 53.9 3.3 92.1 13.6 78.6
One biological and one step parent 32.7 32.7 0.0 49.5 48.6 0.9 87.3 13.5 73.8
Other relatives 34.8 28.7 6.1 52.2 51.1 1.1 92.6 27.4 65.2
Mother's first language
English 35.1 34.7 0.4 55.5 53.2 2.3 89.9 16.5 73.5
Spanish 22.9 22.9 0.0 49.0 45.9 3.1 90.4 13.7 76.8
Other 35.8 35.8 0.0 66.8 63.7 3.1 89.4 2.4 86.9
Poverty status?
Poor 28.8 27.6 1.3 49 .4 46.9 2.5 88.3 11.9 76.5
Non-poor 35.6 35.5 0.1 57.3 54.9 2.4 90.6 17.3 73.3
Mother's employment status
35 hours or more per week 39.2 38.2 0.9 58.3 55.8 2.5 93.6 16.0 77.6
Less than 35 hours per week 37.7 37.7 0.0 62.4 60.6 1.8 88.3 16.3 72.0
Looking for work 28.8 28.8 0.0 56.0 50.5 5.4 85.9 15.0 70.9
Not in labor force 29.3 29.2 0.1 49.7 47.6 2.1 88.0 15.3 72.7

' Center-based programs include nursery, prekindergarten, and
Head Start programs.

2 . . .

The poverty measure presented in this analysis was developed by
combining information about household composition and
household income. See the supplemental note to this indicator for
further discussion.

s Percentages less than 0.05 are rounded to 0.0.

NOTE: Included in the total but not shown separately are children
from other racial/ethnic groups and types of family structures. This
analysis includes children aged 3-5 who were not enrolled in first
grade. Age is as of December 31, 1992.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, National Household Education Survey (NHES),
1993 (School Readiness File).
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Table1-3 Percentage of 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds enrolled in center-based programs* and
kindergarten, by selected student characteristics: 1991

3-year-olds 4-year-olds 5-year-olds
Center- Center- Cenfter-
based Kinder- based Kinder- based Kinder-
Student characteristics Total programs garten Total programs garten Total programs garten
Total 314 31.0 0.4 52.7 49.3 34 86.4 14.8 71.6
Sex
Male 31.5 30.9 0.6 52.8 49.2 3.6 85.6 16.1 69.5
Female 31.4 31.1 0.3 52.5 49.4 3.1 87.3 13.6 73.8
Race/ethnicity
White 33.4 32.9 0.5 52.4 49.4 3.0 85.7 15.4 70.3
Black 31.6 31.3 0.3 57.4 50.8 6.6 92.3 16.7 75.6
Hispanic 19.8 19.7 0.1 47.5 45.0 2.5 85.3 11.3 74.0
Household income
$10,000 or less 25.4 25.4 0.0 43.3 40.0 3.2 86.1 18.2 67.9
10,001-20,000 23.2 22.5 0.7 45.0 42.1 2.9 84.6 13.0 71.6
20,001-30,000 21.3 20.9 0.3 48.0 43.2 4.8 85.1 13.1 71.9
30,001-50,000 33.4 32.9 0.5 52.3 49.1 3.3 87.3 15.1 72.2
50,001 or more 52.9 52.3 0.6 74.8 72.0 2.8 89.0 14.8 74.2
Parents' highest education level
Less than high school diploma 17.3 17.0 0.3 33.1 29.6 3.5 85.5 8.9 76.5
High school diploma or GED 23.0 22.3 0.8 40.8 37.9 2.9 84.8 15.0 69.8
Some college/vocational/technical 31.0 30.9 0.1 56.3 52.6 3.7 87.7 15.4 72.4
Bachelor's degree 41.5 41.3 0.3 67.2 63.2 4.0 88.1 17.0 71.1
Graduate/professional school 53.0 52.5 0.4 72.0 70.0 2.0 87.0 17.4 69.6
Mother's first language
English 32.3 32.0 0.3 53.2 50.0 3.2 86.5 15.7 70.7
Spanish 18.9 18.9 0.0 45.0 42.8 2.2 88.6 8.7 79.9
Other 37.1 36.0 1.1 50.0 45.2 4.8 84.1 11.5 72.7
Mother's employment status
35 hours or more per week 30.8 30.6 0.3 53.4 49.5 3.9 87.7 14.0 73.7
Less than 35 hours per week 38.3 37.8 0.4 57.3 55.1 2.3 88.9 17.1 71.8
Looking for work 26.0 26.0 0.0 46.4 42.3 4.1 79.5 9.5 70.0
Not in labor force 29.1 28.8 0.3 49.1 46.3 2.8 85.2 15.7 69.6

* Center-based programs include nursery, prekindergarten, and SOURCE:

Head Start programs.

NOTE: Included in the total but not shown separately are children
from other racial/ethnic groups and types of family structures. This
analysis includes children aged 3-5 who were not enrolled in first
grade. Age is as of December 31, 1990.

U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Stafistics, National Household Education Survey (NHES),
1991 (Early Childhood Education File).
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Note to Indicator 1: Preprimary enroliment rates

Age of the child

For this analysis, the age of the child was calcu-
lated as of December 31, 1990 for 1991 data; as of
December 31, 1992 for 1993 data; and as of Decem-
ber 31, 1994 for 1995 data.

Enrollment rates

The numerator used to calculate the enrollment
rates for this analysis was the number of 3-, 4-, and
5-year-olds who were enrolled in center-based pro-
grams or kindergarten as of December 31, 1990,
1992, and 1994. The denominator used was the to-
tal number of children aged 3, 4, and 5 as of
December 31, 1990, 1992, and 1994. Children who
were enrolled in first grade or higher or who were
in the “ungraded” category were excluded from this
analysis.

Race/ethnicity

A child’s race/ethnicity was determined by the
composite of the National Household Education
Survey (NHES) variables “race” and “Hispanic.” If
the child’s ethnicity was Hispanic, he or she was
classified as Hispanic, regardless of whether his or
her race was classified as white, black, or other.
Children of “other” race/ethnicities were included
in the totals but were not shown separately in this
analysis.

Parents’ highest education level

“Parents’ highest education level” is defined as the
highest level of education of the child’s parents or
nonparent guardians who resided in the household.
It was based on the highest education level of the
mother or female guardian and the highest educa-
tion level of the father or male guardian. If only
one parent resided in the household, that parent’s
highest education level was used.

Poverty measure

The poverty measure used in this analysis was de-
veloped by combining information about
household composition and household income.
Household composition is the count of family mem-
bers based on the relationship among the household
members. The number of family members is the
number of persons in the immediate family of the

child (e.g., parents, siblings, and the child him/her-
self). If the child had no parents in the household,
the total number of household members was used.

Household income was also used as part of the pov-
erty measure. NHES collects data on household
income in increments. Information on the actual
household income, which was available for about
7 percent of the population, was also used. Because
exact household income was not available in most
cases, the measure is an approximation. House-
holds were categorized as “poor” if they met one of
the following conditions:

B two family members and the household income
was $5,000 or less;

B two family members and the actual household
income was less than $10,000;

B three family members and the household in-
come was $10,000 or less;

B three family members and the actual household
income was less than $12,000;

B four or five family members and the household
income was $15,000 or less;

B five family members and the actual household
income was less than $18,000;

B six or seven family members and the household
income was $20,000 or less;

B sevenfamily members and the actual household
income was less than $23,000;

B eight family members and the household in-
come was $25,000 or less; or

B nine or more family members and the house-
hold income was $30,000 or less.

This information was available in 1993 and 1995
only.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, National Household Education Survey (NHES),
1991 (Early Childhood Education File), 1993 (School Readiness
File), and 1995 (Early Childhood Program Participation File).
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Table 2-1 Percentage of children aged 3-5 who participated in various literacy activities with a
parent or family member, by selected characteristics: 1991 and 1995

Read to three or more Told a story at least Visited a library
times in the past week once in the past week in the past month
Selected characteristics 1991 1995 1991 1995 1991 1995
Total 71.4 83.1 72.0 81.4 36.6 41.2
Child's age'
Age 3 72.7 83.1 74.3 81.5 31.2 34.9
Age 4 71.9 84.4 72.3 81.5 37.4 422
Age 5 69.6 81.7 69.5 81.0 413 46.6
School enroliment status and level
Not enrolled 68.8 81.5 72.3 80.3 30.5 320
Center-based progromsz 75.2 85.8 74.1 82.7 41.0 46.3
Kindergarten 71.1 81.3 68.8 81.0 41.7 47.3
Race/ethnicity
White 77.7 89.0 73.8 83.9 40.7 45.1
Black 59.0 73.7 66.0 74.4 27.8 34.1
Hispanic 53.0 61.5 68.4 75.1 24.5 28.0
Urbanicity
Urbanized area @) 81.5 (%) 80.4 () 420
Not an urbanized area G 85.0 ) 83.0 (3 43.5
Rural & 86.4 ) 83.1 ) 37.9
Household income
$10,000 or less ) 73.8 ) 76.2 ) 28.4
10,001-20,000 G 76.0 ) 78.0 ) 30.8
20,001-30,000 @ 82.3 (%) 82.1 () 40.7
30,001-40,000 @) 84.1 ) 78.8 ) 43.5
40,001-50,000 G 86.6 ) 85.3 ) 42.6
50,001 or more G 92.1 ) 86.1 ) 54.2
Parents' highest education level
Less than high school diploma 53.8 64.4 67.4 71.9 18.3 18.3
High school diploma or GED 63.5 77.9 68.2 77.6 26.0 31.5
Some college/vocational/technical 74.0 85.3 74.2 82.9 38.5 40.9
Bachelor's degree 82.1 89.7 74.7 85.0 52.0 53.5
Graduate/professional school 88.3 94.0 78.4 88.2 59.1 62.8
Family structure
Two biological or adoptive parents — 85.6 — 82.8 — 45.9
One biological or adoptive parent — 77.8 — 78.6 — 32.4
One biological and one step parent — 75.1 — 79.1 — 32.2
Other relatives — 85.5 — 79.1 — 15.8

— Not available.

1Age as of December 31, 1990 for 1991 data, and as of December

31, 1994 for 1995 data.

*Center-based programs include nursery, prekindergarten, and Head

Start programs.

: Urbanicity and family income data for 1991 were not comparable

to data for 1995.

NOTE: This analysis includes children aged 3-5 who were not enrolled
in first grade. Included in the total but not shown separately are
children from other racial/ethnic groups.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, National Household Education Survey (NHES),
1991 (Early Childhood Education File) and 1995 (Early Childhood
Program Participation File).
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Table 3-1 Percentage of first- and second-graders aged 6-8 whose parents reported they had
behavioral and/or academic problems in school, by selected characteristics: 1991 and
1995
Academically below
Selected Behavioral problems’ Problems with school work' the middle of the class?
characteristics 1991 1995 1991 1995 1991 1995
Total 23.1 18.6 243 20.3 * 6.4
Student's age®
Age 6 23.3 19.0 24.0 18.8 * 5.9
Age 7 21.8 18.6 23.8 19.6 * 5.1
Age 8 26.0 17.7 26.4 25.7 * 1.4
Grade level
First grade 23.7 19.1 23.0 18.9 * 5.6
Second grade 22.4 18.2 25.8 21.7 * 7.2
Race/ethnicity
White 19.2 16.3 20.8 18.5 * 5.5
Black 35.1 31.6 31.4 29.2 * 10.6
Hispanic 29.5 18.4 34.8 21.3 * 6.6
Urbanicity
Urbanized area 4 19.2 * 19.9 * 6.0
Not an urbanized area (4 17.3 * 18.0 * 7.4
Rural (%) 17.9 * 22.0 * 6.8
Household income
$10,000 or less 4 24.1 * 30.5 * 11.0
10,001-20,000 (4 24.3 * 26.2 * 9.8
20,001-30,000 4 18.8 * 20.0 * 6.6
30,001-40,000 4 16.5 * 14.4 * 43
40,001-50,000 4 16.5 * 18.0 * 3.9
50,001 or more (4 14.3 * 14.9 * 3.7
Parents' highest education level
Less than high school diploma 32.9 22.9 37.8 35.2 * 12.4
High school diploma or GED 247 23.3 25.7 21.3 * 6.9
Some college/vocational/technical 21.0 19.6 24.3 21.4 * 7.0
Bachelor's degree 17.6 10.5 18.6 14.8 * 4.0
Graduate/professional school 19.4 12.9 16.1 1.7 * 2.4
Family structure
Two biological or adoptive parents — 13.0 — 15.9 — 4.4
One biological or adoptive parent — 25.8 — 26.9 — 9.8
One biological and one step parent — 33.0 — 25.5 — 9.1
Other relatives — 34.9 — 37.8 — 12.1

— Not available.

' “Behavioral problems” and “problems with school work” represent
students whose parents reported they had been contacted by the
school about these types of problems.

%In 1995, parents were asked to rate how well their child was doing
compared to other children in the class using the following scale:
“near the top of the class,” “above the middle of the class,” “around
the middle,” “below the middle,” or “hear the bottom.” Students whose
parents answered “below the middle” or “near the bottom” were
categorized as “academically below the middle of the class.”

¢ Age was as of December 31, 1990 for 1991 data, and as of
December 31, 1994 for 1995 data.

¢ Urbanicity, family income, and academic standing for 1991 were
not comparable to data for 1995.

NOTE: Included in the total but not shown separately are children
from other racial/ethnic groups.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, National Household Education Survey (NHES),
1991 (Early Childhood Education File) and 1995 (Early Childhood
Program Participation File).
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Table 4-1

Percentage of all 16- to 24-year-olds and those who dropped out of school, by English

language usage and proficiency, and disability status: October 1992 and 1995

16- to 24-year-old

English language usage and proficiency, 16- to 24-year-olds dropouts'
and disability status 1992 1995 1992 1995
Total 16- to 24-year-olds 100.0 100.0 11.0 12.0
Spoke English at home 85.7 85.1 8.8 9.6
Spoke a language other than English at home 14.3 14.9 21.5 24.2
Spanish 9.4 10.9 29.0 29.6
Other European 1.6 1.4 8.8 8.0
Asian 2.0 1.2 6.5 4.2
Other 1.2 1.5 4.3 7.9
16- to 24-year-olds who spoke a language other than English at home and:
Had difficulty speaking English? 5.1 5.3 39.7 44.3
Did not have difficulty speaking English? 9.2 9.6 11.2 12.0
Had taken an ESL course — 3.8 — 22.6
Had not taken an ESL course — 1.5 — 248
Disability status
No disabling condition 921.9 93.1 10.2 11.8
Had a disabling condition® 8.1 6.9 15.7 14.6
Blindness 0.7 0.1 16.2 16.9
Deafness 0.8 0.2 10.3 15.6
Other hearing impairment 1.1 0.5 13.5 ()
Emotional disturbance 1.3 0.5 19.9 23.6
Learning disability 3.7 2.2 18.7 17.6
Orthopedic impairment 1.4 0.6 12.3 14.2
Mental retardation 1.2 0.5 22.4 31.1
Speech impediment 1.6 0.4 13.2 15.8

— Not available.

' Dropouts are those aged 16-24 who had not completed high
school and who were not enrolled in school.

: Respondents were asked to rate the child’s ability o speak English
using the following scale: “not at all,” “not well,”“well,” or “very well.” If
respondents answered “very well,” children were categorized as not
having difficulty speaking English; all others were categorized as
having difficulty speaking English.

®Included in the totals are other disabling conditions not presented
in the table. Some 16- to 24-year-olds with a disabling condition
may be included in more than one disability category.

4 . . .
Too few sample observations for a reliable estimate.

NOTE: For many key items in the October CPS, the Bureau of the
Census imputes data for cases with missing data due to item non-
response. However, for some of the items that were used in this

indicator and in Dropout Rates in the United States, 1995 item non-
response was not imputed by the Bureau of the Census. Using a
sequential hot deck procedure, the authors of the Dropout Rates
report produced special imputations for nine items from the October
1995 CPS used in their report. To avoid inconsistency between this
indicator and the Dropout Rates report, six of these items were also
used for the statistics in this table and in table 4-2. Specialimputations
were not available for the October 1992 CPS at the fime this table
was prepared. However, different treatment of missing data due to
item non-response in the two years is likely to have only small effects
on the calculated statistics. For example, the dropout rate in 1995
for 16- to 24-year-olds who had repeated a grade was 24.4 when
missing data on grade repetition and completing high school with
a GED was imputed and 24.1 when these items were imputed.
Details may not add to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
October Current Population Surveys, 1992 and 1995.
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Table 4-2

Percentage of all 16- to 24-year-olds who dropped out of school, by retention status,

English language usage and proficiency, and disability status: October 1992 and 1995

1992 1995

Had repeated Never Had repeated Never

English language usage and proficiency, atleast repeated atleast  repeated

and disability status Total one grade a grade Total one grade a grade

Total 16- to 24-year-olds 11.0 19.8 9.4 12.0 241 10.1

Spoke English at home 8.8 19.5 7.1 9.6 24.3 7.3

Spoke a language other than English at home 21.5 22.3 21.3 24.2 23.2 24.4
Disability status

No disabling condition 10.2 19.6 9.1 11.8 24.4 10.1

Had a disabling condition* 15.7 21.0 13.3 14.6 22.6 11.2

Learning disability 18.7 20.2 18.0 17.6 18.6 16.6

* Included in the totals are other disabling conditions not presented  used for the statistics in this table and in table 4-1. Special

in the table.

NOTE: For many key items in the October CPS, the Bureau of the
Census imputes data for cases with missing data due to item non-
response. However, for some of the items that were used in this
indicator and in Dropout Rates in the United States, 1995 item non-
response was not imputed by the Bureau of the Census. Using a
sequential hot deck procedure, the authors of the Dropout Rates
report produced special imputations for nine items from the October
1995 CPS used in their report. To avoid inconsistency between this
indicator and the Dropout Rates report, six of these items were also

Table 4-3

imputations were not available for the October 1992 CPS at the
time this table was prepared. However, different treatment of missing
data due to item non-response in the two years is likely fo have only
small effects on the calculated statistics. For example, the dropout
rate in 1995 for 16- to 24-year-olds who had repeated a grade was
24.4 when missing data on grade repetition and completing high
school with a GED was imputed and 24.1 when these items were
imputed.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
October Current Population Surveys, 1992 and 1995.

Percentage of all children aged 5-17 and those who repeated at least one grade, by

type of disability: October 1992 and October 1995

Repeated at

All children least one grade
Type of disability 1992 1995 1992 1995
Total 5- to 17-year-olds 100.0 100.0 10.3 9.9
Disability status
No disabling condition 90.1 91.8 8.1 8.5
Had a disabling condition* 9.9 8.2 29.4 24.6
Blindness 0.3 0.1 17.1 —
Deafness 0.4 0.2 19.6 28.1
Other hearing impairment 1.2 0.5 22.9 17.9
Emotional disturbance 0.9 0.6 35.6 38.2
Learning disability 4.3 3.1 40.4 34.5
Orthopedic impairment 1.0 0.4 16.4 19.2
Mental retardation 0.7 0.4 21.2 25.0
Speech impediment 2.5 1.3 24.0 22.2

— Too few sample observations for a reliable estimate.

* Included in the totals are other disabling conditions not presented
in the table. Children aged 5-17 with a disabling condition may be
included in more than one disability category.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
October Current Population Surveys, 1992 and 1995.
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Note to Indicator 4: Estimates of non-English language usage and English

language proficiency

Questions on language usage and proficiency were
asked of the household respondent (usually the
household head or the spouse of the household
head) about all household members 5 years old and
over. For each of these individuals the questions
consisted of the following: “Does this person speak
alanguage other than English at home?” If yes, then
“What language does this person speak?” and “How
well does this person speak English? Very well, Well,
Not well, or Not at all.” In 1995, the question “Has
this person ever taken a course to learn how to read
or write English as a second language?” was added.

Researchers and policymakers recognized that the
question on English ability is an extremely subjec-
tive one: It is not possible to apply an objective
standard to a person’s report on his or her own En-
glish ability, or even worse, that person’s report on
the English language ability of other household
members, to determine whether that person is re-
ally limited in his or her English ability. Thus, as a
means of validating the English ability question, the
English Language Proficiency Survey (ELPS) was
sponsored by the Department of Education and car-
ried out by the Census Bureau in 1982. The results

10 The Condition of Education 1997

of that survey, which included a lengthier set of
questions about language and tests of English abil-
ity geared to age, revealed a strong correlation
between responses on the English ability question
and the test scores.* Using a set pass/fail score,
persons who had reported English speaking abil-
ity of “Very well” passed at a rate similar to
English-only persons (who were used as a control
group). Persons who reported less than “Very well,”
(e.g., “Well,” “Not well,” or “Not at all”) had signifi-
cantly higher rates of failure. These results
indicated that, although it would not be advisable
to use a person’s response to the English language
ability question as a diagnostic tool for determin-
ing that person’s own need for language services,
it was appropriate to use the results as an aggre-
gate measure for the population as a whole. Thus
the number of persons who reported speaking En-
glish less than “Very well” may be considered one
measure of the number of limited-English-proficient
persons in the country.

* Kominski, Robert, “How Good Is ‘How Well2’ An Examination of
the Census English-speaking Ability Question,” 1989.
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Table 5-1 Percentage of students who reported using a computer at school or home, by grade
and family income: October 1984, 1989, and 1993

1984 1989 1993

Used a Used a Used a

Current education Used a Used a computer Used a Used a computer Used a Used a computer

level and family computer computer athome  computer computer athome  computer computer at home

income* at school athome orschool at school athome orschool at school athome orschool
Grades 1-6

Total 31.3 121 37.2 54.1 16.6 58.8 69.7 24.1 74.0

Low income 19.1 2.5 20.6 40.9 3.3 42.0 59.8 4.0 60.5

Middle income 30.2 10.0 35.4 54.0 13.5 58.1 69.1 18.8 72.6

High income 43.4 25.0 54.5 64.4 34.6 73.0 78.4 51.4 87.3
Grades 7-12

Total 30.7 14.3 38.5 47.0 23.0 57.0 61.2 29.7 70.4

Low income 21.8 3.6 24.3 42.3 6.6 449 53.3 6.1 54.8

Middle income 30.2 10.8 35.7 46.3 18.4 54.3 61.2 23.7 68.4

High income 35.8 26.1 50.4 50.9 41.3 68.9 65.5 55.3 83.0

* Low income is the bottom 20 percent of all family incomes; high ~ SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
income is the top 20 percent of all family incomes; and middle  October Current Population Surveys.
income is the 60 percent in-between.

Table 5-2 Percentage of students who reported using a computer, by grade and location of use:
Selected years 1984-94

At home At school* At the library
Year CGrade 4 Grade 8 Grade 11 Grade 4 Grade 8 Grade 11 Grade 4 Grade 8 Grade 11
1984 44.8 36.6 30.3 38.8 33.3 45.0 25.2 20.5 22.2
1988 45.5 46.2 39.7 70.2 58.2 55.3 27.6 39.8 37.4
1990 43.3 41.2 42.8 81.1 59.5 55.1 34.5 35.1 46.2
1992 43.0 44.0 50.7 83.5 62.4 72.8 45.6 47.3 62.1
1994 50.0 50.1 51.0 86.0 72.3 73.9 48.1 56.8 61.3

* Based on the percentage of students who reported ever usinga  SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
computer in school. Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress,

NOTE: Data in this table may appear inconsistent with data in table Almanac: Wrifing, 1984 fo 1994, 1996.

5-1 due to a difference in respondents for the two sources. See the
supplemental note to this indicator for further explanation.
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Table 5-3 Percentage of students who had access to a computer and those who studied
mathematics through computer instruction, by age: Selected years 1978-94

Access fo a computer Age 13 Age 17
and reason for use 1978 1982 1986 1990 1992 1994 1978 1982 1986 1990 1992 1994
Have access to a

computerin school 122 228 46.9 44.1 49.1 47.5 24.4 49.6 57.1 545 57.7 51.9
Study mathematics through

computer instruction 14.4  23.5 38.9 45.4  53.3 50.3 12.3 18.9 222 350 352 34.2

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress,
Almanac: Mathematics, 1978 to 1994, 1996.

Table 5-4 Percentage of students who reported ever using a computer, or whose family owns a

computer, by age: Selected years 1986-94

Ever used a computer

Family owns a computer

Year Age 9 Age 13 Age 9 Age 13
1986 75.3 89.3 27.8 31.1
1990 79.3 93.3 31.1 37.3
1992 81.8 95.3 33.5 42.2
1994 81.9 94.6 40.6 48.3

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress,
Almanac: Science, 1986 to 1994, 1996.
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Note to Indicator 5: Comparability of sources for student computer use

Two primary data sources were used for the analy-
sis in Indicator 5. Each surveyed different
populations for different reasons. The full citations
for these data sources are as follows:

B US. Department of Education, National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics, National
Assessment of Educational Progress, Almanac:
Writing, 1984 to 1994, Mathematics, 1978 to 1994,
Science, 1986 to 1994, 1996.

B US. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, October Current Population Surveys,
1984, 1989, and 1993.

The National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) Almanac data come from a survey admin-
istered to 9-, 13-, and 17-year-olds every 2 years.
The questions on computer use are background
questions administered to the students along with
an assessment of their skills in mathematics, sci-
ence, reading, and writing. The background
questionnaire asks, among other things, how much

time students spend on computers and for what ac-
tivities they use a computer.

The October Current Population Surveys (CPS) are
administered to households each year. The com-
puter component of these surveys is included every
few years, and has questions concerning the access
students in the household have to computers at
school and at home. These data can be broken out
by race/ethnicity and family income level to pro-
vide descriptive information on who has access to
computers and where they are using them.

Because one survey is directed toward students and
the other toward the heads of households, the re-
sults from the two sources are not comparable. In
fact, the difference in the respondents for these two
surveys may account for the inconsistencies be-
tween supplemental tables 5-1 and 5-2, including
the fact that household respondents reported stu-
dents using computers at home less often than
students themselves reported using computers at
home.
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Table 6-1 Percentage of school library media centers that offered selected services and
equipment, and library media center expenditures, by control and level of school:
School year 1993-94

Public Private
Selected services and equipment Total Elementary Secondary Total Elementary Secondary
Percentage of schools' library media centers offering the following equipment:
Telephone 61.2 55.8 74.7 40.8 30.7 52.8
Fax machine 7.8 4.7 15.1 5.1 3.1 7.9
Computer with modem 34.3 28.3 48.2 19.5 12.2 30.2
Automated catalog 24.0 20.3 32.8 9.7 5.5 15.8
Automated circulation system 37.9 34.1 47.7 9.5 5.4 16.0
Database searching with CD-ROM 31.2 23.9 48.1 13.9 6.3 25.7
On-line database searching 9.4 5.4 18.9 5.5 0.7 12.2
Compact disc for periodical indices, etc. 46.7 39.6 63.5 19.6 12.3 33.5
Video laser disc 31.9 30.3 36.1 6.3 4.8 2.9
Connection to Internet 12.0 9.5 17.5 5.3 2.8 9.2
Cable television 76.2 75.0 80.6 39.9 42.6 43.1
Broadcast television 48.6 48.0 49.9 39.9 42.9 39.7
Closed circuit television 25.5 22.0 34.0 8.8 5.7 19.2
Satellite dish 22.9 14.4 41.1 8.7 5.6 15.6
Total students using library per 100
students each week' 83 89 69 77 85 65
Books checked out per 100 students
each week' 128 150 67 116 146 47
Percentage of schools offering the following services:
Microcomputers 90.1 88.5 94.0 75.8 72.8 80.6
Long distance learning 19.0 15.9 24.8 8.8 8.3 8.2
Average number of items held per 100 students at the end of the 1992-93 school year:
Books (number of volumes) 2,585 2,467 2,891 3.716 3,455 5,383
Current serial subscriptions (print and microfilm) 9 7 14 8 7 16
Video materials (tape and disc) 38 35 46 47 44 50
Other audio-visual materials 116 114 117 76 74 120
Microcomputer software 18 20 12 26 28 11
CD-ROM ftitles 1 1 2 1 0 2
Expenditures® per student for the 1992-93 school year on the following:
Books $8.52 $7.80 $10.06 $7.86 $6.94 $12.86
Current serial subscriptions (print and microfilm) 2.18 1.49 415 1.57 0.95 4.83
Video materials (tape and disc) 1.24 1.04 1.77 1.07 0.87 1.49
Other audio-visual materials 0.82 0.77 0.87 0.55 0.55 0.72
Microcomputer software 1.09 0.89 1.48 1.41 1.25 1.86
CD-ROM titles 0.63 0.38 1.24 0.69 0.59 1.69
' During the most recent full week of school. NOTE: Percentages are based on schools that have library media

centers. In school year 1990-91, 96 percent of public and 87 percent
5 ) ) of private schools had library media centers.

Locally budgeted expenditures exclude federal gifts and grants. SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey (Library Media
Center Questionnaire), 1993-94.

? Data less than 0.5 are rounded to 0.
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Table 6-2

Percentage of public school library media centers that offered selected services and

equipment, and library media center expenditures, by selected school characteristics:

School year 1993-94

Percentage of
minority enrollment

Percentage of students eligible
for free or reduced-price lunch

Less than 20 percent 41 or
Selected services and equipment 20 percent or more 0-5 620 21-40 more
Percentage of schools' library media centers offering the following equipment:
Telephone 61.8 60.0 75.6 71.0 63.6 50.5
Fax machine 9.3 5.7 12.3 10.1 7.2 5.6
Computer with modem 36.8 31.2 51.2 40.0 35.1 27.3
Automated catalog 25.0 21.5 27.5 28.4 26.7 18.1
Automated circulation system 38.2 36.8 42.4 46.2 40.4 30.2
Database searching with CD-ROM 34.2 27.3 43.4 38.8 34.3 21.8
On-line database searching 10.9 7.6 20.7 13.3 8.3 5.9
Compact disc for periodical indices, etc. 51.7 40.0 67.4 54.8 48.3 36.9
Video laser disc 31.5 31.3 39.2 39.0 31.0 25.8
Connection fo Internet 12.9 11.2 21.9 16.0 11.2 9.0
Cable television 78.6 72.3 80.7 79.4 77.5 73.5
Broadcast television 46.1 52.2 47.6 45.1 48.5 51.2
Closed circuit television 22.7 28.7 27.2 24.5 27.0 24.8
Satellite dish 24.9 21.7 21.6 23.0 24.7 23.8
Total students using library per 100
students each week! 86 80 84 83 84 83
Books checked out per 100 students
each week! 138 115 108 123 128 136
Percentage of schools offering the following services:
Microcomputers 921.5 88.5 95.9 93.9 89.3 88.0
Long distance learning 18.0 20.4 14.8 19.0 17.2 21.3
Average number of items held per 100 students at the end of the 1992-93 school year:
Books (number of volumes) 2,994 2,053 2,268 2,327 2,415 2,794
Current serial subscriptions (print and microfilm) 11 7 6 8 9 9
Video materials (tape and disc) 45 30 43 39 37 39
Ofther audio-visual materials 125 105 100 114 109 125
Microcomputer software 22 14 11 21 15 18
CD-ROM titles 1 1 1 1 1 1
Expenditures? per student for the 1992-93 school year on the following:
Books $9.32 $7.46 $9.32 $7.94 $8.20 $8.67
Current serial subscriptions (print and microfilm) 2.74 1.46 2.22 2.33 2.09 2.11
Video materials (tape and disc) 1.38 1.05 1.46 1.21 1.12 1.30
Ofther audio-visual materials 0.86 0.77 1.04 0.71 0.71 0.78
Microcomputer software 1.28 0.85 0.78 1.09 1.47 0.87
CD-ROM titles 0.73 0.51 0.82 0.60 0.67 0.50
1 During the most recent full week of school. SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for

: Locally budgeted expenditures exclude federal gifts and grants.

NOTE: Percentages are based on schools that have library media
centers. In school year 1990-91, 96 percent of public schools had
library media centers.

Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey (Library Media
Center Questionnaire), 1993-94.
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Table 6-3 Percentage of public school library media centers that offered selected services and
equipment, and library media center expenditures, by school size: School year
1993-94
School size
Selected services and equipment Less than 150 150-499 500-749 750 or more
Percentage of schools' library media centers offering the following equipment:
Telephone 41.0 52.6 67.7 83.1
Fax machine 9.1 5.6 8.3 11.9
Computer with modem 29.5 28.9 37.0 46.9
Automated catalog 16.3 18.8 26.2 34.8
Automated circulation system 17.6 30.5 41.8 59.7
Database searching with CD-ROM 26.8 26.5 30.6 46.9
On-line database searching 8.4 6.7 9.9 16.6
Compact disc for periodical indices, etc. 34.0 41.9 47.9 63.4
Video laser disc 19.4 25.4 37.7 43.6
Connection to Internet 7.2 10.5 13.5 17.0
Cable television 60.3 77.7 75.9 78.7
Broadcast television 43.7 45.3 51.7 55.8
Closed circuit television 9.5 20.3 27.4 43.1
Satellite dish 26.5 20.9 21.2 32.3
Total students using library per 100
students each week! 91 88 84 66
Books checked out per 100 students
each week! 220 143 116 61
Percentage of schools offering the following services:
Microcomputers 82.2 90.2 89.9 94.5
Long distance leaming 22.5 18.8 16.7 21.6
Average number of items held per 100 students at the end of the 1992-93 school year:
Books (number of volumes) 7.115 2,736 1,641 1,348
Current serial subscriptions (print and microfilm) 35 8 5 4
Video materials (tape and disc) 105 39 26 22
Other audio-visual materials 227 122 97 74
Microcomputer software 54 20 10 8
CD-ROM titles 4 1 1 1
Expenditures? per student for the 1992-93 school year on the following:
Books $21.80 $8.57 $6.43 $4.88
Current serial subscriptions (print and microfilm) 7.54 1.99 1.26 1.41
Video materials (tape and disc) 3.68 1.10 0.97 0.78
Other audio-visual materials 1.89 0.81 0.68 0.48
Microcomputer software 4.04 0.97 0.75 0.45
CD-ROM titles 2.05 0.52 0.50 0.43
! During the most recent full week of school. SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for

: Locally budgeted expenditures exclude federal gifts and grants.

NOTE: Percentages are based on schools that have library media
centers. In school year 1990-91, 96 percent of public schools had
library media centers.
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Table 6-4 Percentage of public school library media centers that offered selected services and
equipment, by state: School year 1993-94

Database On-line Compact disc Connection

Computer Automated searching database  for periodical fo the

State with modem catalog  with CD-ROM searching indices, etc. Internet
Total 34.3 24.0 31.2 9.4 46.7 12.0
Alabama 33.0 37.6 29.3 5.7 441 3.2
Alaska 34.7 34.3 39.7 6.8 44.6 15.1
Arizona 28.1 38.3 28.0 5.6 43.0 6.0
Arkansas 19.0 18.7 20.5 5.6 29.7 8.5
California 19.9 14.0 23.4 3.1 38.0 6.2
Colorado 47.0 43.6 43.3 30.7 60.7 16.3
Connecticut 43.8 12.8 45.4 17.9 54.4 6.5
Delaware 41.8 22.5 34.7 14.4 48.2 5.7
District of Columbia 23.5 4.4 25.4 10.4 31.2 1.7
Florida 453 29.8 39.9 11.8 71.0 21.1
Georgia 29.8 48.2 34.5 13.6 46.6 10.8
Hawaii 75.3 27.1 47.7 24.3 64.8 29.4
ldaho 29.9 15.4 21.6 6.2 32.1 8.6
lllinois 32.2 17.7 23.0 7.9 36.6 7.1
Indiana 29.9 31.0 32.0 2.4 66.1 5.5
lowa 38.8 17.4 44.2 14.6 71.2 8.6
Kansas 24.9 31.5 20.9 9.7 46.6 10.6
Kentucky 30.1 33.1 32.3 4.3 60.3 5.3
Louisiana 24.2 13.9 21.9 2.3 28.1 6.2
Maine 33.3 18.9 25.5 5.4 38.9 5.4
Maryland 41.0 15.4 31.8 22.3 46.2 32.6
Massachusetts 38.2 9.1 45.3 8.9 46.3 24.1
Michigan 422 12.1 38.1 10.2 57.9 15.1
Minnesota 35.6 53.4 52.9 13.8 69.0 17.3
Mississippi 9.4 52 14.2 3.0 23.2 3.1
Missouri 31.3 39.4 31.4 17.8 46.0 15.7
Montana 50.8 20.6 43.7 17.4 58.2 6.2
Nebraska 31.6 29.0 36.3 12.1 58.8 15.8
Nevada 18.4 48.2 32.2 3.0 37.1 9.4
New Hampshire 43.9 21.4 39.8 8.2 51.2 17.4
New Jersey 39.1 28.5 30.2 7.2 46.2 5.2
New Mexico 32.8 21.9 32.0 3.9 43.1 7.8
New York 39.5 14.3 25.2 12.5 44.8 16.0
North Carolina 40.4 29.4 42.0 10.8 65.0 7.9
North Dakota 65.8 18.0 27.3 39.1 41.1 36.8
Ohio 33.1 12.9 16.9 3.3 31.9 7.1
Oklahoma 20.1 32.7 32.5 6.7 441 4.0
Oregon 38.6 39.2 51.5 18.9 49.5 11.7
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Table 6-4 Percentage of public school library media centers that offered selected services and
equipment, by state: School year 1993-94 — Continued

Database On-line Compact disc Connection
Computer Automated searching database  for periodical to the
State with modem catalog  with CD-ROM searching indices, efc. Internet
Pennsylvania 33.9 17.3 32.6 2.5 39.2 6.4
Rhode Island 25.0 11.8 13.0 1.0 21.7 18.6
South Carolina 44,0 46.4 39.4 6.9 55.4 13.5
South Dakota 56.2 12.6 37.7 23.1 60.2 9.0
Tennessee 15.1 18.9 16.6 2.5 34.9 3.6
Texas 39.4 20.5 27.2 9.9 33.9 24.7
Utah 22.2 37.4 28.6 5.1 39.1 6.7
Vermont 47.0 27.2 35.3 14.5 51.9 32.2
Virginia 61.7 35.5 38.6 10.6 72.4 31.4
Washington 40.2 35.7 43.1 11.7 53.1 13.0
West Virginia 24.7 16.7 18.0 8.3 31.0 6.4
Wisconsin 34.2 27.2 36.1 14.8 57.1 9.0
Wyoming 39.0 28.0 32.1 8.1 41.7 6.6
NOTE: Percentages are based on schools that have library media  SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for

centers. In school year 1990-91, 96 percent of public schools had
library media centers.

Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey (Library Media
Center Questionnaire), 1993-94.

Table 7-1 Event dropout rates’ for those in grades 10-12, aged 15-24, by parents’ highest
education level:* October 1990-95
Parents' highest education level 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
Total 4.0 4.0 4.4 4.5 53 5.7
Less than high school graduate 9.1 7.0 12.5 9.8 10.9 11.8
High school graduate 3.3 4.2 4.8 4.7 6.6 7.4
Some college 2.2 2.6 2.2 3.3 2.7 3.8
Bachelor's degree or higher 0.8 1.1 0.6 1.2 1.1 1.1
Not available® 20.1 17.9 22.7 16.8 23.6 22.5

"The event dropout rate is the percentage of those in grades 10-12,
aged 15-24, who were enrolled the previous October, but who were
not enrolled and had not graduated the following October.

*parents’ highest education level is defined as either 1) the highest
educational attainment of the two parents who reside with the
student, or if only one parent is in the residence, the highest
educational attainment of that parent; or 2) when neither parent
resides with the student (8 percent of 15- to 24-year-olds in grades

*Parents’ highest education level is not available 1) for those who
do not live with their parents and who are classified as the head of
the household (not including those who live in college dormitories);
and 2) for those whose parents’ educational attainment was not
reported. In 1995, 15 percent of event dropouts aged 15-24 were in
this category.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
October Current Population Surveys.

10-12in 1995), the highest educational attainment of the head of
the household and his or her spouse.
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Table 7-2 Event dropout rates’ for those in grades 10-12, aged 15-24, by sex, race/ethnicity, and
family income: October 1972-95
Sex Race/ethnicity? Family income®

Octfober Total Male Female White Black Hispanic Low Middle High
1972 6.1 5.9 6.3 5.3 9.5 1.2 14.1 6.7 2.5
1973 6.3 6.8 5.7 5.5 9.9 10.0 17.3 7.0 1.8
1974 6.7 7.4 6.0 5.8 1.6 9.9 — — —
1975 5.8 5.4 6.1 5.0 8.7 10.9 15.7 6.0 2.6
1976 5.9 6.6 5.2 5.6 7.4 7.3 15.4 6.8 2.1
1977 6.5 6.9 6.1 6.1 8.6 7.8 15.5 7.6 22
1978 6.7 7.5 5.9 5.8 10.2 12.3 17.4 7.3 3.0
1979 6.7 6.8 6.7 6.0 9.9 9.8 17.1 6.9 3.6
1980 6.1 6.7 5.5 5.2 8.2 1.7 15.8 6.4 2.5
1981 5.9 6.0 5.8 48 9.7 10.7 14.4 6.2 238
1982 5.5 58 5.1 47 7.8 9.2 15.2 5.6 1.8
1983 5.2 58 47 4.4 7.0 10.1 10.4 6.0 22
1984 5.1 5.4 48 4.4 57 1.1 13.9 5.1 1.8
1985 5.2 5.4 5.0 43 7.8 9.8 14.2 5.2 2.1
1986 4.7 47 47 3.7 5.4 11.9 10.9 5.1 1.6
1987 4.1 43 3.8 3.5 6.4 5.4 10.3 47 1.0
1988 48 5.1 4.4 4.2 5.9 10.4 13.7 4.7 1.3
1989 45 45 45 3.5 7.8 7.8 10.0 5.0 1.1
1990 4.0 4.0 3.9 3.3 5.0 7.9 9.5 43 1.1
1991 4.0 3.8 4.2 3.2 6.0 7.3 10.6 4.0 1.0
1992 4.4 3.9 49 3.7 5.0 8.2 10.9 4.4 1.3
1993 45 4.6 43 3.9 5.8 6.7 12.3 43 1.3
1994* 53 5.2 5.4 4.2 6.6 10.0 13.0 5.2 2.1
1995 5.7 6.2 5.3 45 6.4 12.4 13.3 5.7 2.0

— Not available.

'The event dropout rate is the percentage of those in grades 10-12,
aged 15-24, who were enrolled the previous October, but who were
not enrolled and had not graduated the following October.

? Included in the total but not shown separately are dropouts from
other racial/ethnic groups.

*Low income is the bottom 20 percent of all family incomes; high
income is the top 20 percent of all family incomes; and middle
income is the 60 percent in-between.

“In 1994, new survey collection techniques and population weighting
were used. See the supplemental note to this indicator for further
discussion.

NOTE: Beginning in 1992, the Current Population Survey (CPS)
changed the questions used to obtain the educational attainment
of respondents. See the supplemental note to thisindicator for further
discussion.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, Dropout Rates in the United States, 1995, table 1
(based on the October Current Population Surveys).
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Note to Indicator 7: Recent school dropouts

In this indicator, recent school dropouts are mea-
sured by using the event dropout rate. The event
dropout rate is the percentage of students enrolled
in grades 10-12 in October of a given year who are
not enrolled and have not graduated 1 year later.

Calculating the event dropout rate requires estimat-
ing 1) the number of students who left high school
before graduating (recent dropouts), and 2) the
number of students who were enrolled in grades
10,11, and 12 the previous October. The event drop-
out rate for 1995 is calculated by using data from
the October Current Population Survey (CPS). The
numerator is estimated as the number of persons
aged 15-24 who were enrolled in grades 10-12 in
October 1994, were not enrolled in grades 10-12 in
October 1995, and who had not completed 12 years
of school. The denominator is estimated as the
event dropouts and those aged 15-24 who attended
grades 10, 11, and 12 in October 1994 who were still
enrolled in October 1995, or who had completed 12
(or more) years of school and who indicated that
they had graduated between October 1994 and
1995. Those enrolled in special schools are counted
as “not enrolled in regular school” and may be clas-
sified as recent dropouts if they had been enrolled
in a regular school the previous October.

Change in questions used to report educational
attainment

From 1972 to 1991, the CPS defined educational
attainment as “years of school completed.” Indi-
viduals who completed 12 years of school were
regarded as high school graduates and those who
completed 16 years of school as college graduates.
The number of years of school completed was based
on responses to two questions: 1) “What is the high-
est grade . . . ever attended?” and 2) “Did . . .
complete it?” For example, an individual who re-
sponded that the highest grade he or she ever
attended was the first year of college and that he or
she did not complete it was regarded as having
completed 12 years of school.

20 The Condition of Education 1997

Beginning in 1992, these two questions were com-
bined into a single question: “What is the highest
level of school ... has completed or the highest de-
gree ... hasreceived?” Previously, the earlier high
school levels were listed as single summary catego-
ries such as “9" grade, 10™ grade, or 11" grade.”
Then, several new categories were added, includ-
ing “12* grade, no diploma;” “H.S. graduate
—diploma or equivalent;” and “Some college —no
degree.” Finally, college degrees were listed by type,
allowing for a more exact understanding of educa-
tional attainment. See the supplemental note to
Indicator 22 for further discussion on the how this
change affects the measurement of educational at-
tainment.

Procedural changes

In 1994, the Bureau of the Census introduced sev-
eral changes to the procedures used in the CPS.
These changes may affect the comparability of cur-
rent statistics to those derived from earlier surveys.
In 1994, the sample weights were calculated using
information from both the 1980 and the 1990 De-
cennial Censuses. In earlier surveys, 1990
population figures were based on the 1980 Decen-
nial Census and information collected during the
1980s on births, deaths, and migration. For some
groups, the latter produces different population
estimates than the former, the sample weights
would change, as would the statistics used to cal-
culate them.

Also, the Bureau began using Computer-Aided
Personal (and Telephone) Interviews (CAPI and
CATI) to administer the survey in 1994. For earlier
surveys, interviewers were given printed question-
naires to use. It is well known that the method in
which a survey is administered can have effects on
its responses. Although substantial testing was
done to minimize or predict these effects, all ques-
tions were not tested. Therefore, some statistics,
such as dropout rates, may be affected by the change
in survey procedures.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, Dropout Rates in the United States, 1994.
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Table 8-1 Percentage of high school graduates aged 16-24 who were enrolled in college the
October following graduation, by parents’ highest education level: 1990-95
Parents' highest education level' 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
Total 60.1 62.5 61.9 61.5 61.9 61.9
Less than high school graduate 33.9 42.6 33.1 47.1 43.0 27.3
High school graduate 49.0 51.0 55.5 523 49.9 47.0
Some college 65.6 67.5 67.5 62.7 65.0 70.2
Bachelor's degree or higher 83.1 87.2 81.3 87.9 82.5 87.7
Not available? 47.7 42.1 38.0 42.0 43.1 30.8

"Parents’ highest education level is defined as either 1) the highest
educational attainment of the two parents who reside with the
student, or if only one parent is in the residence, the highest
educational attainment of that parent; or 2) when neither parent
resides with the student (6 percent of those enrolled in college in
1995), the highest educational attainment of the head of the
household and his or her spouse.

*parents’ highest education level is not available 1) for those who
do not live with their parents and who are classified as the head of
the household (not including those who live in college dormitories);
and 2) for those whose parents’ educational attainment was not
reported. In 1995, 10 percent of high school graduates aged 16-24
were in this category.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
October Current Population Surveys.

Table 8-2 Percentage of high school graduates aged 16-24 who were enrolled in college the
October following graduation, by sex and type of institution: 1972-95
Male Female

October Total 2-year 4-year Total 2-year 4-year
1972 52.7 — — 46.0 — —
1973 50.0 14.6 35.4 43.4 15.2 28.2
1974 49.4 16.6 32.8 459 13.9 320
1975 52.6 19.0 33.6 490 17.4 31.6
1976 472 145 32.7 50.3 16.6 33.8
1977 52.1 17.2 35.0 493 17.8 31.5
1978 51.1 15.6 355 493 18.3 310
1979 50.4 16.9 335 48.4 18.1 30.3
1980 46.7 17.1 29.7 51.8 21.6 30.2
1981 54.8 20.9 339 53.1 20.1 33.0
1982 49.1 17.5 31.6 52.0 20.6 314
1983 51.9 20.2 317 53.4 18.4 35.1
1984 56.0 17.7 38.4 54.5 21.0 33.5
1985 58.6 19.9 38.8 56.8 19.3 37.5
1986 55.8 21.3 345 51.9 17.3 34.6
1987 58.3 17.3 410 55.3 20.3 350
1988 57.1 21.3 358 60.7 22.4 38.3
1989 57.6 18.3 39.3 61.6 23.1 38.5
1990 58.0 19.6 38.4 62.2 20.6 41.6
1991 57.9 229 35.0 67.1 26.8 40.3
1992 60.0 22.1 37.8 63.8 23.9 40.0
1993 58.7 22.4 36.3 64.0 22.4 41.6
1994 60.6 23.0 37.5 63.2 19.1 44.1
1995 62.6 25.3 37.4 61.3 18.1 43.2

— Not available.
collected until 1973.

NOTE: Details may not add to fotals due to rounding.

Data regarding type of institution were not

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
October Current Population Surveys.
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Table 8-3 Percentage of high school graduates aged 16-24 who were enrolled in college the
October following graduation, by race/ethnicity and type of institution: 1972-95

White Black Hispanic
October Total 2-year 4-year Total 2-year 4-year Total 2-year 4-year
1972 49.7 — — 44.6 — — 45.0 — —
1973 47.8 14.6 33.2 32.5 1.4 21.1 54.1 30.1 24.0
1974 47.2 13.9 33.3 47.2 16.4 30.8 46.9 30.0 16.8
1975 51.1 18.0 33.1 41.7 13.1 28.7 58.0 30.6 27.5
1976 48.8 14.9 33.9 44 .4 1.3 33.1 52.7 36.5 16.2
1977 50.8 16.7 34.1 49.5 16.6 32.8 50.8 32.3 18.5
1978 50.5 16.4 34.1 46.4 17.5 28.9 42.0 20.4 21.6
1979 49.9 16.8 33.1 46.7 21.0 25.7 45.0 21.3 23.6
1980 49.8 18.8 31.0 42.7 18.8 23.9 52.3 30.9 21.4
1981 54.9 20.2 34.3 42.7 15.5 27.3 52.1 29.7 22.4
1982 52.7 19.5 33.2 35.8 12.7 23.2 43.2 23.4 19.8
1983 55.0 19.5 35.5 38.2 15.7 22.5 54.2 16.9 37.3
1984 59.0 18.7 40.3 39.8 19.8 20.0 44.3 23.9 20.4
1985 60.1 20.1 40.0 42.2 13.2 29.0 51.0 26.8 24.2
1986 56.8 19.9 36.9 36.9 12.7 24.3 440 28.5 15.5
1987 58.6 19.2 39.4 52.2 15.8 36.4 33.5 13.4 20.1
1988 61.1 22.2 38.9 44.4 16.7 27.6 57.1 25.9 31.2
1989 60.7 19.6 41.2 53.4 20.8 32.6 55.1 37.2 17.9
1990 63.0 19.7 43.3 46.8 19.6 27.2 42.7 27.0 15.7
1991 65.4 25.8 39.6 46.4 18.7 27.7 57.2 25.2 32.0
1992 64.3 23.0 41.3 48.2 17.4 30.8 55.0 29.4 25.6
1993 62.9 21.9 41.0 55.6 18.9 36.7 62.2 37.8 24.4
1994 64.5 20.7 43.8 50.8 19.8 31.0 491 25.9 23.2
1995 64.3 20.7 43.6 51.2 22.0 29.2 53.7 22.4 31.2

— Not available. Data regarding type of institution were not  SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
collected until 1973. October Current Population Surveys.

NOTE: Details may not add to totals due to rounding.
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Table 8-4 Percentage of high school graduates aged 16-24 who were enrolled in college the
October following graduation, by type of institution, family income, and race/
ethnicity: 1972-95

Type of institution Family income' Roce/efhnicify2
October Total 2-year 4-year Low Middle High White Black  Hispanic
1972 49.2 — — 26.1 45.2 63.8 49.7 44.6 45.0
1973 46.6 14.9 31.7 20.3 40.9 64.4 47.8 32.5 54.1
1974 47.6 15.2 324 — — — 47.2 47.2 46.9
1975 50.7 18.2 32.6 31.2 46.2 64.5 51.1 41.7 58.0
1976 48.8 15.6 33.3 39.1 40.5 63.0 48.8 444 52.7
1977 50.6 17.5 33.1 27.7 44.2 66.3 50.8 49.5 50.8
1978 50.1 17.0 33.1 314 443 64.0 50.5 46.4 42.0
1979 493 17.5 31.8 30.5 43.2 63.2 49.9 46.7 45.0
1980 493 19.4 29.9 32.5 42.5 65.2 498 42.7 52.3
1981 53.9 20.5 33.5 33.6 49.2 67.6 54.9 42.7 52.1
1982 50.6 19.1 31.5 32.8 41.7 70.9 52.7 35.8 43.2
1983 52.7 19.2 33.5 34.6 45.2 70.3 55.0 38.2 54.2
1984 55.2 19.4 358 34.5 48.4 74.0 59.0 39.8 443
1985 57.7 19.6 38.1 40.2 50.6 74.6 60.1 42.2 51.0
1986 53.8 19.3 34.5 33.9 48.5 71.0 56.8 36.9 44.0
1987 56.8 18.9 37.9 36.9 50.0 73.8 58.6 52.2 33.5
1988 58.9 21.9 37.1 42.5 54.7 72.8 61.1 44.4 57.1
1989 59.6 20.7 38.9 48.1 55.4 70.7 60.7 53.4 55.1
1990 60.1 20.1 40.0 46.7 54.4 76.6 63.0 46.8 42.7
1991 62.5 24.9 37.7 39.5 58.4 78.2 65.4 46.4 57.2
1992 61.9 23.0 38.9 40.9 57.0 79.0 64.3 48.2 55.0
1993 61.5 22.4 39.1 50.4 56.9 79.3 62.9 55.6 62.2
1994 61.9 21.0 40.9 41.0 57.8 78.4 64.5 50.8 491
1995 61.9 21.5 40.4 34.2 56.1 83.4 64.3 51.2 53.7

— Not available. Data regarding type of institution were not ? Included in the total but not shown separately are high school
collected until 1973, and data regarding family income were not  graduates from other racial/ethnic groups.

availaple in 1974. NOTE: Details may not add fo totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
October Current Population Surveys.

' Low income is the bottom 20 percent of all family incomes; high
income is the top 20 percent of all family incomes; and middle
income is the 60 percent in-between. Income data for 1994 are
revised from previously published figures.
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Note to Indicator 8: Family income

The Current Population Survey (CPS) includes a
family income variable that is used as a measure of
a student’s economic standing in many indicators
in this publication. The three family income cat-
egories used in this publication are low, middle, and
high income. Low income is the bottom 20 percent
of all family incomes; high income is the top 20
percent of all family incomes; and middle income
is the 60 percent in-between. The table that follows
shows the real dollar amounts, rounded to the near-
est $100, of the breakpoints between low and
middle income and between middle and high in-
come. For example, in 1995, low income was
defined as the range from $0-11,700; middle income
was defined as the range between $11,701-56,200;
and high income was defined as $56,201 and over.
Therefore, the breakpoints between low and middle
income and between middle and high income are
$11,700 and $56,200, respectively.
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Dollar value (in current dollars) at the breakpoint
between low and middle and between middle and
high income categories of family income: October
1970-95

Breakpoints between:

October Low and middle Middle and high
1970 $3.300 $11,900
1971 — —
1972 3,500 13,600
1973 3,900 14,800
1974 — —
1975 4,300 17,000
1976 4,600 18,300
1977 4,900 20,000
1978 5,300 21,600
1979 5,800 23,700
1980 6,000 25,300
1981 6,500 27,100
1982 7,100 31,300
1983 7,300 32,400
1984 7,400 34,200
1985 7,800 36,400
1986 8,400 38,200
1987 8,800 39,700
1988 9,300 42,100
1989 9,500 44,000
1990 9,600 46,300
1991 10,500 48,400
1992 10,700 49,700
1993 10,800 50,700
1994 11,800 *55,300
1995 11,700 56,200

* Revised from previously published figure.
— Not available.

NOTE: Amounts are rounded to nearest $100.
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Table 9-1 Percentage of students who attended a postsecondary institution within 2 years
following scheduled high school graduation, by highest level of institution attended

and selected characteristics: 1974, 1982, and 1994

Vocational, technical,

Selected Total 4-year 2-year or trade school
characteristics 1974 1982 1994 1974 1982 1994 1974 1982 1994 1974 1982 1994
Total 61.1 64.6 72.3 36.5 43.7 43.1 14.8 17.4 224 9.7 3.5 6.9
Sex*
Male 62.1 64.0 68.8 38.1 44,0 40.4 15.6 17.7 22.2 8.4 2.3 6.2
Female 60.1 66.9 75.9 34.9 44.8 45.8 14.0 17.4 22.6 111 4.7 7.5
Race/ethnicity
White 62.3 65.9 74.0 38.1 453 45.9 14.6 17.1 21.9 9.6 3.5 6.2
Black 57.8 59.5 64.7 32.4 39.9 37.8 12.7 15.3 18.8 12.7 4.2 8.1
Hispanic 56.4 56.9 65.0 222 30.7 28.2 24.8 23.3 27.5 9.4 2.9 9.3
Asian/
Pacific Islander 82.6 89.6 84.9 57.6 63.6 49.3 21.5 24.1 26.7 3.5 2.0 8.9
Native American/
Other 441 53.4 57.4 17.1 28.7 23.2 15.9 22.5 28.7 11.0 2.1 5.5
Control of high school
Public 60.2 62.6 70.1 35.4 41.0 40.2 15.1 18.1 23.0 9.7 3.5 7.0
Catholic 73.7 83.0 91.6 52.3 66.1 70.2 11.6 13.4 16.4 9.8 3.6 5.0
Private, other 84.4 81.9 94.7 61.8 70.5 69.8 10.1 7.4 17.6 12.5 4.0 7.3
Urbanicity of high school
Central city 63.1 65.6 75.6 37.8 45.3 45.8 16.4 16.7 20.9 8.9 3.6 9.0
Urban fringe/
large town 69.9 68.3 75.5 45.7 45.8 44.7 16.8 19.1 24.2 7.3 3.4 6.6
Rural/small town 56.1 58.3 65.1 32.0 39.2 38.5 12.8 15.3 21.3 11.3 3.8 5.2
Achievement test quartile in high school
First (low) 36.0 36.2 46.8 9.9 16.4 11.6 13.0 16.0 26.5 13.1 3.8 8.6
Second 51.2 53.8 65.6 22.3 28.7 26.6 16.8 20.5 29.5 12.2 4.6 9.5
Third 66.9 72.0 79.6 40.6 48.3 49.5 17.0 19.7 24.8 9.3 4.1 5.4
Fourth (high) 86.4 89.2 92.6 70.2 73.7 77.2 111 13.0 12.3 5.1 2.5 3.1
Socioeconomic status
Low quartile 42.0 45.5 48.9 18.8 25.5 18.9 11.4 16.6 21.8 1.7 3.4 8.2
Middle quartiles 58.9 63.7 70.7 31.3 40.7 37.6 16.4 18.8 25.8 11.2 4.3 7.3
High quartile 85.1 88.1 91.3 65.1 70.3 69.5 15.1 15.7 16.7 4.9 2.0 5.1

*In 1980, the majority of the respondents missing the sex variable
had less than a high school diploma; therefore, estimates of the
percentage of male and female students who attended a
postsecondary institution within 2 years following their scheduled
1980 high school graduation may be slightly inflated.

NOTE: Details may not add to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, National Longitudinal Study of the High School
Class of 1972 (NLS-72), First Follow-up (1974); High School and Beyond
(HS&B) study, Senior Cohort, Third Follow-up Survey (1986); and
National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988 (NELS:88), Second
(1992) and Third Follow-up (1994).
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Table 9-2 Percentage of students who attended a postsecondary institution within 2 years
following scheduled high school graduation, by socioeconomic status, race/ethnicity,

and highest level of institution attended: 1974, 1982, and 1994

Seniorin 1972 Senior in 1980 Senior in 1992
Socioeconomic status Socioeconomic status Socioeconomic status
Race/ethnicity and Low  Middle High Low  Middle High Low  Middle High
type of institution quartile quartiles  quartile quartile quartiles  quartile quartile quartiles quartile
Total 42.0 58.9 85.1 45.5 63.7 88.1 48.9 70.7 91.3
Race/ethnicity
White 38.0 58.9 85.1 41.4 63.4 88.2 40.6 71.3 91.2
Black 51.7 64.0 88.8 53.6 66.2 88.3 54.9 66.5 89.2
Hispanic 52.8 60.5 67.9 47 4 62.8 84.4 56.2 68.9 92.9
Asian/Pacific Islander 65.7 81.7 100.0 82.6 88.3 96.6 79.7 79.6 93.4
Native American/Other 27.8 49.3 — 51.5 49.9 — 34.3 62.7 —
4-year 18.8 31.3 65.1 25.5 40.7 70.3 18.9 37.6 69.5
Ra