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FOREWORD

This 1992 edition of the Digest of Education Statis-
tics is the 28th in a series of publications initiated in
1962. (The Digest has been issued annually except
for combined editions for the years 1977-78, 1983-
84, and 1985-86.) lts primary purpose is to provide
a compilation of statistical information covering the
broad field of American education from kindergarten
through graduate school. The Digest includes a se-
lection of data from many sources, both government
and private, and draws especially on the results of
surveys and activities carried out by the National
Center for Education Statistics (NCES). The publica-
tion contains information on a variety of subjects in
the field of education statistics, including the number
of schools and colleges, teachers, enroliments, and
graduates, in addition to educational attainment, fi-
nances, Federal funds for education, employment
and income of graduates, libraries, and international
education. Supplemental information on population
trends, attitudes on education, education characteris-
tics of the labor force, government finances, and eco-
nomic trends provides background for evaluating
education data.

The Digest is divided into seven chapters: “All Lev-
els of Education,” “Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation,” “Postsecondary Education,” “Federal Pro-
grams for Education and Related Activities,” “Out-
comes of Education,” “International Education,” and
“Learning Resources and Technology.” To qualify for
inclusion, material must be nationwide in scope and
of current interest and value. The introduction in-
cludes a brief overview of current trends in American
education, which supplements the tabular materials
in chapters 1 through 7. Information on the structure
of the statistical tables is contained in the “Guide to
Tabular Presentation.” The “Guide to Sources” pro-
vides a brief synopsis of the surveys used to gen-

erate the tabulations for the Digest. Also, a “Defini-
tions” section is included to help readers understand
terms.

in addition to updating many of the statistics that
have appeared in previous years, this edition con-
tains a substantial amount of new material, including:

¢ Drug use by teenagers and young adults, tables
138, 139, and 295;

o Characteristics of vocational education teachers,
table 69;

e Proportion of 17-year-olds taking various science
courses, table 131;

» Federal support for education, by type of recipient,
table 348;

* Opinions of teachers about teacher training, table
72;

e Number of students and teachers in urban, rural,
and suburban areas, table 84.

In the past, the Digest of Education Statistics has
proved to be of interest and value to education re-
searchers and administrators, government officials,
the media, the business community, and the general
public. Recently, we have implemented a program to
expand the scope of materials included in the Digest
to make it even more comprehensive. We welcome
comments and suggestions to improve future edi-
tions. We trust that the users of this 28th edition will
find it even more valuable than its predecessors.

Emerson J. Elliot,

Commissioner

National Center for Education Statistics
October 1992
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