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FOREWORD

The 1998 High School Transcript Study (HSTS) was conducted by Westat for the U.S.
Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics. This study provides the Department
of Education and other educational policymakers with information regarding current course offerings and
students’ course-taking patterns in the Nation's secondary schools. Since similar studies were conducted
of course-taking patterns of 1982, 1987, 1990, and 1994 graduates, one research objective was to study
changes in these patterns. Another research objective was to compare course-taking patterns to study
results on the 1998 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). NAEP is a federally funded,
ongoing, periodic assessment of educational achievement in the various subject areas and disciplines
taught in the nation’s schools. Since 1969, NAEP has gathered nationwide information about the levels of
educational achievement of elementary and secondary school students.

The 1998 High School Transcript Study is documented in two reports:

n The 1998 High School Transcript Study User’'s Guide and Technical Report — The
User's Guide documents the procedures used to collect and summarize the data. It
also provides information needed to use all publicly released data files produced by
the study. In previous years, the information contained in this technica report was
divided into two documents: The Data File User’s Manual and the Technical Manual.

L] The 1998 High School Transcript Study Tabulations — The Tabulations Report
provides copious tables summarizing the course-taking patterns of 1998 high school
graduates and comparing them to those of their counterparts in 1982, 1987, 1990, and
1994. To accommodate the 1998 data, it was necessary to drop one year's data from
some of the tables. Details on the changes in design and format from the 1994
Tabulations are described in the Tabulations Report. The report also provides tables
describing the relationship of the course-taking patterns of 1998 graduates to their
proficiencies in reading, writing, and civics as measured by the 1998 National
Assessment of Educational Progress.

It is expected that there will be a diverse audience interested in the methodology and the
results of this study. Some readers will be interested in an in-depth discussion of certain subjects, while
others may only wish to gain a basic understanding of the procedures and findings. For that reason, the
first chapter presents an introduction to the study, in a question and answer format. The reader who
wishes to learn more about a subject is referred to the areain this report or the Tabulations Report where a
more in-depth presentation is offered.

The 1998 High School Transcript Study
User's Guide and Technica Report X



The questions have been grouped into three categories, athough there is some overlap in
some of the areas. The three major areas are: What is the High School Transcript Study? How is the High
School Transcript Study related to the National Assessment of Educational Progress? How can the data
from the High School Transcript Study be used?

. The 1998 High School Transcript Study
Xl User's Guide and Technical Report
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