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Project Title: American Samoa Territorial SLDS Project

Project Description: American Samoa Department of Education (ASDOE) recognizes that
a high quality, efficient State Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) is critical for providing the
timely, accurate data needed to drive higher achievement, reduce achievement gaps
among students and answer key education policy questions. American Samoa
Longitudinal Data System (AS LDS) is committed to building upon its prior efforts to
continue to improve the quality and timeliness of data provided to all stakeholders for
evidence based decision making.

The proposed project will be an expansion of this effort and will take ASDOE’s SLDS to
the next level by developing the electronic exchange of student records between ASDOE
as well as to develop a standard high school transcript format for electronic data
transfer to higher education. This project will allow the student information systems in
American Samoa to become interoperable and minimize the administrative burden of
manual data entry that is currently time consuming and prone to error.

ASDOE’s Chancery Data Office has progressed steadily over the past ten years evolving
from a simple Chancery data system that links data over a period of time facilitating
longitudinal analysis of student performance data; providing decision support
capabilities at both the LEA and territory level. Beginning in 2009-2010 school year, the
Chancery data system was supported through American Samoa Government ARRA
Grant that moved the Chancery System closer to the LDS operations based upon
internationally recognized uniform data standards for data reporting to the territory.

ASDOE must continue to address the shortfalls of the existing system and increase the
efficiency of data transfer from the LEA and to institutions of higher education while
providing robust, secure mechanisms for validating and ensuring consistency of data
integrity. Without the ability to provide secure accurate data in a timely and consistent
manner, educators and other key stakeholders will not have immediate access needed
to respond to decisions in a timely manner. To address this need, ASDOE must
strengthen its efforts to ensure all components of its SLDS are interoperable through the
adoption and implementation of clearly defined and consistent data definitions and
format standards.

This project will build upon two Priorities:

- Early Learning: To link early childhood data to K12 student data in order to
better understand the characteristics and quality of early learning services
provided in the territory, access to and use of these services by low income
children and families, and the correlation between participation in early learning
programs and subsequent student outcomes.



College and Career Readiness: to assess students’ college and career readiness in order
to improve their postsecondary education and workforce outcomes.
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