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News and Updates

Please see the below resources emphasizing data security and cyber security best practices.

	A video providing cybersecurity best practices for schools and districts
	A video providing best practices for responding to ransomware attacks 
	A recorded webinar on cybersecurity and incident response






      




  
            







Student Privacy at the U.S. Department of Education

The U.S. Department of Education is committed to protecting student privacy. We administer and enforce student privacy laws such as the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA). In addition, we provide technical assistance to help schools and school districts safeguard information about students.

To learn more about federal student privacy laws and your rights please see the short video to the right or explore these other resources:

	A Parent Guide to FERPA
	An Eligible Student Guide to FERPA
	PPRA General Guidance
	Frequently Asked Questions on Photos and Videos
	FERPA and PPRA Regulations
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Who is a parent?




    

  
If a student under 18 is enrolled in both high school and a local college, do parents have the right to inspect and review his or her education records?




    

  
What is an education record?




    

  
Colleges and the 2020 Census




    

  
What is FERPA?




    

  
FAQs on Photos and Videos under FERPA
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          11/01/2022


Cover letter to the Department’s annual notices to SEAs and LEAs
The Department of Education (Department) is required to notify annually each State educational agency (SEA) and each local educational agency (LEA…




    07/01/2022


Letter to Postsecondary Institutions about the American Community Survey (ACS)
Letter to institutions of postsecondary education regarding the applicability of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) to the…




    11/01/2021


FERPA Notice to Chief State School Officers
This letter is meant to inform State Education Agencies about their responsibilities regarding federal privacy laws including FERPA and PPRA.
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          12/14/2023


SPPO Guidance List
The list of resources contained in this Excel spreadsheet includes all “guidance documents” issued by the Student Privacy Policy Office (SPPO).…




    07/26/2023


Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) General Guidance (En Español)
This guidance document reviews parents’ rights under the PPRA and education officials’ obligations in implementing the PPRA.  The PPRA…




    05/31/2023


A Parent Guide to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (En Español)
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act or FERPA provides certain rights for parents regarding their children’s education records. This…
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