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Family Characteristics of School-Age Children
In 2014, approximately 20 percent of school-age children were in families living in
poverty. The percentage of school-age children living in poverty ranged across the
United States from 12 percent in Maryland to 29 percent in Mississippi.

Parents’ educational attainment and household poverty
status are associated with the quality of children’s
educational experiences and their academic achievement,
whether they are in public school, in private school, or
being homeschooled.1 For example, research suggests

that living in poverty during early childhood is related
to lower levels of academic performance, beginning in
kindergarten and extending through elementary and high
school, and lower rates of high school completion.2, 3

Figure 1. Percentage distribution of 5- to 17-year-olds, by parents’ highest level of educational attainment: 2014
Percent
100
90
80
70
60
50
38

40
30
20
10
0

19

22

21

11

Less than
high school
completion

12

10

High school
completion¹

Some college,
no degree

5
Total

Associate’s
degree

Bachelor’s
degree

Master’s
degree

Doctor’s
degree

Bachelor’s or higher degree
Parents’ highest level of educational attainment
¹ Includes parents who completed high school through equivalency programs, such as a GED program.
NOTE: Parents’ highest level of educational attainment is the highest level of education attained by any parent residing in the same household as the child.
Parents include adoptive and stepparents but exclude parents not residing in the same household as their child. Detail may not sum to totals because of
rounding.
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In 2014, about 38 percent of school-age children
(those ages 5 to 17) had parents whose highest level of
educational attainment4 was a bachelor’s or higher degree:
21 percent had parents who had completed a bachelor’s
degree, 12 percent had parents who had completed a
master’s degree, and 5 percent had parents who had
completed a doctor’s degree. In addition, 11 percent of

school-age children had parents who had not completed
high school, 19 percent had parents who had only
completed high school,5 22 percent had parents who
attended some college but did not receive a degree, and
10 percent had parents who had completed an associate’s
degree.
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Figure 2. Percentage of 5- to 17-year-olds, by child’s race/ethnicity and parents’ highest level of educational attainment:
2014
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS), 2014. See Digest of Education Statistics 2015, table 104.70.

In 2014, the percentage of school-age children (those
ages 5 to 17) whose parents had completed a bachelor’s
or higher degree was higher than the percentage whose
parents had not completed high school (38 vs. 11 percent).
This pattern held for White, Black, Asian, and American
Indian/Alaska Native children, as well as children of
Two or more races, although the margins were wider
for some groups than others. For example, among Asian
school-age children, 64 percent had parents who had
completed a bachelor’s or higher degree versus 8 percent
whose parents had not completed high school. Among
American Indian/Alaska Native children, 22 percent had
parents who had completed a bachelor’s or higher degree,
compared with 10 percent whose parents who had not
completed high school. On the other hand, for Hispanic
school-age children, the percentage whose parents had not

completed high school was higher than the percentage
whose parents had completed a bachelor’s or higher degree
(29 vs. 17 percent). Despite the apparent difference, the
percentage of Pacific Islander children whose parents had
not completed high school was not measurably different
from the percentage whose parents had completed a
bachelor’s or higher degree.
In 2014, approximately 10.7 million school-age children
(those ages 5 to 17)6 were in families living in poverty.7
The percentage of school-age children living in poverty
in 2014 (20 percent) was higher than it was over a decade
earlier, in 2000 (15 percent). However, the poverty rate
for school-age children in 2014 was lower than in 2013
(21 percent).
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Figure 3. Percentage of 5- to 17-year-olds in families living in poverty, by state: 2014
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NOTE: The measure of child poverty includes all children who are related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption (except a child who is the spouse
of the householder). The householder is the person (or one of the people) who owns or rents (maintains) the housing unit.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS), 2014. See Digest of Education Statistics 2015, table 102.40.

While the national average poverty rate for school-age
children (those ages 5 to 17) was 20 percent in 2014, the
poverty rates among the states ranged from 12 percent in
Maryland to 29 percent in Mississippi. Twenty-five states
had poverty rates for school-age children that were lower
than the national average, 14 states and the District of
Columbia had rates that were higher than the national
average, and 11 states had rates that were not measurably

different from the national average. Of the 15 jurisdictions
(14 states and the District of Columbia) that had poverty
rates higher than the national average, the majority (12)
were located in the South. The poverty rate for schoolage children was higher in 2014 than it was in 2000 in
41 states, while the rate did not change measurably during
this period in the remaining 9 states and the District of
Columbia.6
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Figure 4. Percentage of children under age 18 in families living in poverty, by race/ethnicity: 2009 and 2014
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102.60.

In 2014, approximately 15.3 million, or 21 percent, of
all children under the age of 18 were in families living
in poverty; this population includes the 10.7 million
school-age 5- to 17-year-olds previously discussed and
4.6 million children under age 5 living in poverty.
The percentage of children under age 18 living in
poverty varied across racial/ethnic groups. In 2014,
the percentage living in poverty was highest for Black
children (38 percent), followed by American Indian/
Alaska Native children (35 percent), Hispanic children
(32 percent), Pacific Islander children (27 percent), and
children of Two or more races (22 percent). The poverty
rates were lower for White and Asian children (12 percent

each) than for children from other racial/ethnic groups.
The overall percentage of children under age 18 living
in poverty in 2014 (21 percent) was higher than in 2009
(20 percent). This pattern was also observed for White,
Black, Hispanic, and Pacific Islander children and for
children of Two or more races (although the difference for
White children was less than one percentage point). For
example, 38 percent of Black children lived in poverty
in 2014, compared with 36 percent in 2009. However,
the percentages of Asian children and American Indian/
Alaska Native children living in poverty were not
measurably different in 2014 than in 2009.
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Figure 5. Percentage of children under age 18 in families living in poverty, by selected Hispanic subgroups: 2014
Subgroup
32

Total Hispanic
21

Cuban

34

Dominican

33

Mexican

32

Puerto Rican
15

Spaniard

33

Total

1

Costa Rican
Central
American

15

Guatemalan

40

Honduran

42

Nicaraguan

24

Panamanian

14

Salvadoran

28
17

Total
Chilean
South
American

14

Colombian

16

Ecuadorian

25

Peruvian

12

Venezuelan

15

Other

16
23

Other Hispanic

2

0

10

20

30

40

50
Percent

60

70

80

90

100

Includes other Central American subgroups not shown separately.
Includes children from Hispanic countries other than the ones shown.
NOTE: The measure of child poverty includes all children who are related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption (except a child who is the spouse
of the householder). The householder is the person (or one of the people) who owns or rents (maintains) the housing unit.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS), 2014. See Digest of Education Statistics 2015, table 102.60.
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In 2014, the overall rate of Hispanic children under age
18 living in poverty (32 percent) was higher than the
national average of 21 percent. However, there was a range
of rates among Hispanic subgroups, with some rates being
lower than the national average. For example, the poverty

rates for Peruvian children (12 percent) as well as Chilean
and Panamanian children (14 percent each) were lower
than the national average, while the rates for Guatemalan
children (40 percent) and Honduran children (42 percent)
were higher than the national average.
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Figure 6. Percentage of children under age 18 in families living in poverty, by selected Asian subgroups: 2014
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The overall rate of Asian children under age 18 living in
poverty (12 percent) was lower than the national average,
but there was a range of rates among Asian subgroups,
with some rates being higher than the national average.
For example, the poverty rates for Bhutanese children

(52 percent) and Burmese children (39 percent) were
higher than the national average, while the rates for
Filipino and Asian Indian children (6 percent each) were
lower than the national average.
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Figure 7. Percentage of children under age 18 in families living in poverty, by race/ethnicity and family structure: 2014
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For children under age 18 in 2014, those living in a
mother-only household had the highest rate of poverty
(44 percent) and those living in a father-only household
had the next highest rate (28 percent). Children living in a
married-couple household had the lowest rate of poverty,
at 11 percent. This pattern of children living in marriedcouple households having the lowest rate of poverty
was observed across most racial/ethnic groups—Pacific
Islander children are an exception to this pattern. The
apparent difference between the estimates for children
in married-couple households and those in father-only
households was not statistically significant. In 2014, for
example, among Black children under age 18 the poverty
rates were 52 percent for children living in a mother-only
household, 41 percent for those living in a father-only
household, and 15 percent for those living in a marriedcouple household.
The poverty rates for Black, Hispanic, and American
Indian/Alaska Native children for each family type were

higher than the corresponding national poverty rates in
2014. In contrast, the poverty rates for White and Asian
children were lower than the national poverty rates.
Among children living in mother-only households in
2014, the poverty rates for Black (52 percent), Hispanic
(50 percent), and American Indian/Alaska Native
children (50 percent) were higher than the national
poverty rate (44 percent), while the rates for White
(35 percent) and Asian children (28 percent) were lower
than the national poverty rate. Among children living
in married-couple households in 2014, the poverty rates
for Black (15 percent), Hispanic (21 percent), Pacific
Islander (19 percent), and American Indian/Alaska Native
(19 percent) children were higher than the national
poverty rate (11 percent), while the rates for White
(6 percent) and Asian (9 percent) children as well as
children of Two or more races (9 percent) were lower than
the national rate.
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