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2026 Operational Background, Education, and Training Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire: Social Studies

VR879404

1. What is your race and/or ethnicity?

Select one or more answer choices.

@® American Indian or Alaska Native

©

Asian

Black or African American
Hispanic or Latino

Middle Eastern or North African

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

®© 0 06 6 0

White

VR873793
2. You have selected American Indian or Alaska Native as your race and/or ethnicity.

Provide details below (e.g., Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian
Reservation of Montana, Native Village of Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government,
Nome Eskimo Community, Aztec, Maya, etc.).
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VR873792

3. You have selected Asian as your race and/or ethnicity.

Provide details below and select one or more answer choices.
@ Chinese

Asian Indian

©

Filipino
Vietnamese
Korean

Japanese

® 0 06 © 0

Another group (e.g., Pakistani, Hmong, Afghan, etc.):

VR873791

4. You have selected Black or African American as your race and/or ethnicity.

Provide details below and select one or more answer choices.

@ African American

)

Jamaican
Haitian
Nigerian
Ethiopian

Somali

® 0 06 © 0

Another group (e.g., Trinidadian and Tobagonian, Ghanaian, Congolese, etc.):
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VR873790

5. You have selected Hispanic or Latino as your race and/or ethnicity.

Provide details below and select one or more answer choices.

@ Mexican

©

Puerto Rican
Salvadoran
Cuban
Dominican

Guatemalan

® 0 0 © 0

Another group (e.g., Colombian, Honduran, Spaniard, etc.):

VR873794

6. You have selected Middle Eastern or North African as your race and/or ethnicity.

Provide details below and select one or more answer choices.

@ Lebanese

©

Iranian
Egyptian
Syrian
Iraqi

Israeli

® 0 0 © 0

Another group (e.g., Moroccan, Yemeni, Kurdish, etc.):
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VR873795

7. You have selected Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander as your race and/or ethnicity.

Provide details below and select one or more answer choices.

@® Native Hawaiian

©

Samoan
Chamorro
Tongan
Fijian

Marshallese

® 0 06 © 0

Another group (e.g., Chuukese, Palauan, Tahitian, etc.):

VR873789

8. You have selected White as your race and/or ethnicity.

Provide details below and select one or more answer choices.

® English

)

German
Irish
Italian
Polish

Scottish

® 0 06 © 0

Another group (e.g., French, Swedish, Norwegian, etc.):
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‘VH240195
9. Excluding student teaching, how many years have you worked as an elementary or

secondary teacher, counting this year?

® Less than 1 year

©

1-2 years
3-5 years
6-10 years
11-20 years

O 0 @ 0

21 or more years

VH614182
10. Excluding student teaching, how many years have you taught civics, geography, history,

or social studies in grades 6 through 12, counting this year?

® Less than 1 year

©

1-2 years
3-5 years
6-10 years
11-20 years

O 0 © 0

21 or more years

VH547397
11. Have you been awarded tenure by the school, district, or diocese where you currently

teach?
@® Yes
No

© My school, district, or diocese does not award tenure.
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VR609887

12. Do you hold a regular or standard certificate that is valid in the state in which you are
currently teaching?

@

©

Yes, I hold a permanent certificate.

Yes, I hold a temporary certificate. (This type of certificate may require additional
coursework, student teaching, etc.)

No, but I am currently working toward certification.
No, but I am planning to obtain certification in the future.

No, and I am not planning to obtain certification.

‘VH240198

13. Did you enter teaching through an alternative route to certification program?

(An alternative route to certification program is a program that was designed to expedite
the transition of non-teachers to a teaching career, e.g., a state, district, or university
alternative route to certification program.)

®

Yes
No

'VH240200

14. What is the highest academic degree you hold?

®

O 6 0 @

® 0

High school diploma

Associate’s degree/vocational certification
Bachelor’s degree

Master’s degree

Education specialist’s or professional diploma based on at least one year’s work past
master’s degree

Doctorate

Professional degree (e.g., M.D., LL.B., ].D., D.D.S.)
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15. Did you have a major, minor, or special emphasis in any of the following subjects as part

of your undergraduate coursework?

Select one answer choice on each row.

VH241753

Yes, a minor or special

. English language learning

Yes, a major emphasis No
VH614158
. History or history education
VHG614159
. @ ©
. Geography or geography education
VH614160
. Political science
VHG614162
. General social science or social studies ® ©
education
VH614164
. Other social science (e.g., economics, ® ©
sociology, psychology, anthropology)
VH241767
. @ ©
. Elementary or secondary education
VH241781
. Special education (including students with ® ©
disabilities)
VH241782
@ ©
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16. Did you have a major, minor, or special emphasis in any of the following subjects as part

of your graduate coursework?

Select one answer choice on each row.

VH241785

Yes, a minor or special

. English language learning

Yes, a major emphasis No
VH614171
. History or history education
VH614172
. @ ©
. Geography or geography education
VH614173
. Political science
VHG614174
. General social science or social studies ® ©
education
VH614175
. Other social science (e.g., economics, ® ©
sociology, psychology, anthropology)
VH241797
. @ ©
. Elementary or secondary education
VH241807
. Special education (including students with ® ©
disabilities)
VH241808
@ ©

17. In this school year, did your school offer training for teachers on how to use computers

or other digital devices?

@® Yes, to all teachers
Yes, to some teachers

© No

‘VH294995
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18. During this school year, have you received training from any source in any of the

following areas?

Select one answer choice on each row.

VR585997

Yes, I received training
in this area once.

Yes, I received training
in this area more than

No, I have not received
training in this area.

once.
VR586053
. . @ ©
. Use of online teacher and learning resources
VR586054
. Use of online workspaces for sharing teaching ® ©
and learning resources
VR586056
. Use of online technology to support remote ® ©
learning
VR586057
. Use of online learning technology to support ® ©

students with specific needs
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19. In a typical week, how often do you use digital technology to do each of the following v

tasks?

Select one answer choice on each row.

Never or hardly . . . Always or
ever Once in a while Sometimes Often almost always
VR586044
. Teach classes using online ® © @) ®
classrooms
VR586046
@ © (®) ®

. Meet with other teachers online

VR586047

. Share with other teachers
student learning materials (e.g., ® © @ ®
worksheets, assignments, or
lesson plans)

VR586048

. Share with students student
learning materials (e.g., ® © o) ®
worksheets, assignments, or
reading materials)

VR586049

. Access professional

. @ © (®) ®
development materials (e.g.,
videos, slide decks, or tutorials)
VR586051
. Send group communications ® © > ®
about school/class information
to parents
VR586052
. Provide updates to parents on ® © ©) ®

individual student progress

20. How well do the computers, tablets, and Chromebooks in your school function? Rt

@ All of the devices function well.

Some of the devices function well.

©

Few of the devices function well.

None or almost none of the devices function well and they cannot be used.

O © 0

I don’t know.

10
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VR608136
21. To what extent is the school Internet connection speed adequate for activities in your

class?

® Not at all

Small extent

© Moderate extent
(@)

Large extent

VR608137
22. To what extent is the school Internet connection reliable throughout the school day?

® Not at all

Small extent

© Moderate extent
@

Large extent

11



2026 Operational Background, Education, and Training Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire: Social Studies

23. In your school, how severe is each problem?

Select one answer choice on each row.

VH262652

Not a problem Minor problem Moderate problem Serious problem
VH262653
. The school building needs significant ® © @
repair.
VH262654
) © (@)
. Classrooms are overcrowded.
VH262655
. Teachers have too many teaching ® © @
hours.
VH262656
. Teachers do not have adequate
workspace (e.g., for preparation, ® © @
collaboration, or meeting with
students).
VH262657
. Teachers do not have adequate ® © @
instructional materials and supplies.

24. How much does each of the following statements apply to you as a teacher?

Select one answer choice on each row.

‘VH305005

. A little bit like Somewhat like | Quite a bit like .
Not at all like me me me me Exactly like me
VH305016
. Tam satisfied with being a ® © © ®
teacher at this school.
VH305024
. . (&) © @ ®
. My work inspires me.
VH305032
. T'am frustrated as a teacher at ® © @ ®
my school.
VH305033
. I'am supported by the teachers ® © @) ®
at my school.

12




2026 Operational Background, Education, and Training Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire: Social Studies

25. Whether a student does well or poorly in school may depend on a lot of different things.

You may feel that some of these things are easier for your students to change than
others. In school, how possible is it for your students to change each of the following?

Select one answer choice on each row.

‘VH329966

Not at all . . Somewhat . . Completely
possible to A lltglcehg(;lss;ble possible to Qulti ggs?le to possible to
change § change § change
VH329967
a. Being intelligent ® © © ®
VH329968
b. Putting forth a lot of effort ® © @ ®
VH329970
c. Behaving well in class ® © ©) ®

13




2026 Operational Background, Education, and Training Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire: Social Studies

26. Thinking about teaching, do you think you would be able to do each of the following

tasks?

Select one answer choice on each row.

VR586000

about teaching adjustments

I definitely can’t I probably can’t I probably can I definitely can
VR586073
. Usea Vaflety of materials that match @ © ®
students’ abilities (e.g., books below
and above grade level)
VR586074
. Plan a variety of assignments that ® © @
match students’ abilities
VR586075
. Adapt evaluation standards to match ® © @
students’ abilities (e.g., adjust grading)
VR586076
. Adapt the lesson plan format (e.g.,
present information in a different ® © @
sequence, give more explanations) to
match students’ abilities
VR586077
. Ev_aluate the effectlven.ess of teaching ® © ®
adjustments (e.g., monitor subsequent
achievement and progress)
VR586078
. Use students’ data to make decisions ® © @

14
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27. Thinking about teaching, do you think you would be able to do each of the following

tasks?

Select one answer choice on each row.

VR586001

Internet

I definitely can’t I probably can’t I probably can I definitely can
VR586079
. Prepare lessons that involve students’ ® © @
use of digital technology
VR586080
. Prepare lessons that involve your use ® © @
of digital technology
VR586081
. Collaborate with other teachers using ® © @
shared digital resources
VR586082
. Use a spreadsheet program for keeping ® © @
records or analyzing data
VR586083
. Produce presentations with simple ® © @
animation functions
VR586085
. Teach students responsible use of the ® © @

15




2026 Operational Social Studies Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire

1. Which best describes your role in teaching social studies to this class?

Select one or more answer choices.

®

©

O 06 @ 0

I teach all or most subjects, including social studies.

The only subject I teach is social studies.

We team teach, and I have primary responsibility for teaching social studies.

I have primary responsibility for teaching civics and/or United States government.
I have primary responsibility for teaching geography.

I have primary responsibility for teaching United States history.

2. How many students are in this class?

Enter the number of students. If you teach more than one eighth-grade social studies
class, please enter the number of students in the class you are using as the basis for
answering this survey.

LI

3. In a typical week, about how much time in total do you spend with this class on social
studies instruction?

|:| |:| hours and |:| |:| minutes per week

4. Which best describes how social studies instruction in your school is organized?

®

Social studies is taught primarily as a discrete subject with little or no integration
with instruction in other subjects.

Some social studies instruction is integrated with other subjects, and some social
studies instruction is presented as a discrete subject.

Social studies lessons are primarily integrated with instruction in other subjects.

‘VH492737

VH588602

VH492738

VH566810



2026 Operational Social Studies Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire

‘VH493388
5. During what percentage of social studies instruction time in this class is your primary

focus on each of the following subjects?

Select one answer choice on each row.

None 1-10% 11-40% 41-60% 61-90% M";g(g‘a“
‘VH493389
. Civics and/or United States ® © @ ® ®
government
‘VH493390
. Geography ® © © ® ®
VH493391
. United States history ® © @ ® ®
‘VH493392
. Other social studies
subject (Please specify): ® © ©) ® ®




2026 Operational Social Studies Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire

‘VH493502

6. During this school year, how often do you do the following as part of social studies

instruction with this class?

Select one answer choice on each row.

Never

About once or
twice a year

About once or
twice a month

About once or
twice a week

Every day or
almost every day

VH493504

. Have students read material
from a social studies textbook

©

®

VH493506

. Have students read extra
material about social studies
not in the regular textbook (e.g.,
newspapers, magazines, or
online sources)

VH493509

. Have students conduct research
about social studies topics (e.g.,
online, in a library, or through
interviews)

VH493512

. Have students use primary
sources (e.g., letters, diaries,
photographs, films, or essays
written by people from the past)
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‘VH493515

7. During this school year so far, how often have you done each of the following as part of

social studies instruction with this class?

Select one answer choice on each row.

playing, mock trials, or dramas
about social studies topics

Two or three Four or five More than five
Never Once times times times
VH493518
. H nts give cl
ad stud; ts give class . ® © ® ®
presentations on social studies
topics
VH493523
. Had students write about their
opinion on a problem or issue ® © ©) ®
(e.g., in a letter, e-mail, or blog
post)
VH493524
. Had students take part in ® © ©) ®
debates or panel discussions
VH493525
. Had students take part in role- ® © ® ®




2026 Operational Social Studies Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire

8. When students in this class work on social studies, to what extent do they use

computers or other digital devices to do the following?

Select one answer choice on each row.

‘VH493490

Never or hardly
ever

Once in a while

Sometimes

Often

Always or
almost always

VH493491

. Use the Internet to look for
evidence or sources (e.g., text
documents, photographic
images, or films)

VH728046

. Play games or use apps in
which students play a role (e.g.,
an explorer, geographer, or
historian)

VH493494

. Create reports or projects about
social studies using different
forms of media (e.g., a slide
presentation that combines text
and video clips)

VH493496

. Organize information about
social studies topics by creating
tables, charts, or graphs

VH493498

. Participate in online
discussions about social studies
on a website (e.g., in forums or
social media)




2026 Operational Social Studies Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire

‘VH493539
9. In your social studies class this year, how often do you use each of the following to

assess student progress in social studies?

Select one answer choice on each row.

Never About once or About once or About once or Every day or
twice a year twice a month twice a week [ almost every day
‘VH493530
. Tests with multiple-choi
poe-cholee, ® © @ ®
true/false, or matching type
questions
VH739504
. Short written responses (e.g., a ® © @ ®
paragraph or less)
VH493540
. Long written responses (€.g., ® © @ ®
several paragraphs)
VH493541
. Responses to questions based
on information from several ® © @) ®
sources (e.g., letters, cartoons,
or maps)
VH493544
. Computer-based or online ® © @) ®
assessments




2026 Operational Social Studies Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire

‘VH493773

10. When giving assessments in your social studies class this year, how often do you use the
assessment results to do each of the following?

Select one answer choice on each row.

teaching strategies to meet the
student’s current learning needs

Never or hardly | Less than half of | About half of the | More than half of Always or
ever the time time the time almost always
VH493774
. Regularly discuss each student’s ® © ® ®
current level of performance
with them
VH493775
. Set goals for specific progress ® © @ ®
the student would like to make
VH493777
. Discuss progress the student ® © ® ®
has made toward goals
previously set
VH493778
. Determine how to adjust your ® © ® ®

VH566822

11. Do you give instruction in civics and/or United States government to your students?

@® Yes
No




2026 Operational Social Studies Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire

VH728253

12. In your social studies class this year, how much have you emphasized the following
topics in civics and/or United States government?

Select one answer choice on each row.

issues

Never or hardly | Less than half of | About half of the | More than half of | All or almost all
ever the lessons lessons the lessons of the lessons
VH728261
. Political parties, elections, and ® © @) ®
voting
VH728259
. Other countries’ governments
(e.g., their structure, how they ® © @ ®
are run, or interactions with the
United States)
VH728260
. International organizations (e.g.,
the United Nations, World ® © @ ®
Bank, or World Health
Organization)
VH728257
. Current political and social ® © @ ®




2026 Operational Social Studies Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire

‘VH493643

13. In your social studies class this school year, how much have you emphasized teaching
your students each of the following?

Select one answer choice on each row.

Not at all

Very little

Some

Quite a bit

A lot

VH493645

. Examining the roles and
functions of the three branches
of the United States
government

VH493646

. Examining the rights and
responsibilities of United States
citizens

VH493647

. Examining how the United
States influences and is
influenced by events in other
countries

VH493648

. Comparing the roles and
responsibilities of local, state,
and national governments in
the United States

VH493650

. Examining why it is important
to pay attention to the political
process and government

VH493651

. Examining why it is important
for individuals to participate in
the political process and
government

VH493658

. Discussing the political process
and government with others




2026 Operational Social Studies Grade 8 Teacher Questionnaire

VH717115
14. During the past two years, have you attended professional development programs (e.g.,

training sessions and workshops, including online classes) aimed at improving your
ability to teach civics and/or United States government?

Select one or more answer choices.
® Yes, I have attended programs that are required by my school or district.

Yes, I have attended programs that are not required by my school or district.
© No

VHS566823
15. Do you give instruction in United States history to your students?
® Yes
No

10
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‘VH493550

16. In your social studies class this year, how much have you emphasized the following
periods of United States history?

Select one answer choice on each row.

Not at all

Very little

Some

Quite a bit

A lot

VH493552

. The period before 1815 (e.g., age
of exploration, colonization,
settlement, or American
Revolution)

VH493553

. 1815 to 1865 (e.g., expansion,
reform, sectionalism, or the
Civil War)

VH493554

. 1865 to 1945 (e.g.,
Reconstruction, industrial
growth, United States role in
world events, immigration, the
Great Depression, or the First
and Second World Wars)

VH493556

. 1945 to the present (e.g., the
Cold War, Civil Rights
movement, women’s rights
movement, Vietnam War, or
environmental movement)

11
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‘VH493578

17. In your social studies class this school year, how much have you emphasized teaching
your students each of the following?

Select one answer choice on each row.

Not at all

Very little

Some

Quite a bit

A lot

VH493580

. Examining the causes and
effects of important events in
United States history

VH493582

. Examining how time periods in
United States history are
similar or different

VH493583

. Judging whether information
from a source (e.g., text, visual
graphics, video, or audio) is
accurate

VH493587

. Analyzing the relationship
between two historical events

VH493589

. Comparing and evaluating
different points of view about
the past (e.g., different ideas
about what caused the Civil
War)

VH493590

. Coming up with research
questions about why or how
something happened in the past
(e.g., what were the causes of
the Great Depression)

VH493591

. Taking and defending a position
about a historical issue (e.g.,
how changes in transportation
have affected the United States
economy)

12
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VH717110

18. During the past two years, have you attended professional development programs (e.g.,
training sessions and workshops, including online classes) aimed at improving your
ability to teach history?

Select one or more answer choices.
@® Yes, I have attended programs that are required by my school or district.
Yes, I have attended programs that are not required by my school or district.

© No

493813
19. Suppose your students did very well on their last social studies test. How likely do you "

think each of the following explanations is in this situation?

Select one answer choice on each row.

Not at all likely Not likely Somewhat likely Quite likely Extremely likely

VH493814

. My students did well because ® © @) ®
they studied and were prepared.

VH493815

. My students did well because ® © @) ®
they put in a lot of effort.

VH493816

. My students did well because ® © o) ®
they always do well on tests.

VH493817

. My students did well because I ® © o) ®
taught the concepts well.

VH493818

. My students did well because ® © ©) ®
they guessed well on the test.

VH493819

. My students did well because
they are just good at social
studies.

13
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