
Technology and Engineering Literacy 
Student Questionnaire  

 2018  
Grade 8



2018 Operational TEL Student Grade 8

VE401779 

1. How important was it to you to do well on this test?

A Not very important

B Somewhat important

C Important

D Very important

2. How easy or difficult was this test?

A Extremely difficult

B Quite difficult

C Somewhat difficult

D Somewhat easy

E Quite easy

F Extremely easy

3. How much effort did you apply to succeed on this test?

A No effort at all

B Very little effort

C Some effort

D Quite a bit of effort

E A lot of effort

VH694016 

VH694055 
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4. How challenging was taking this test?

A Not challenging at all

B A little challenging

C Somewhat challenging

D Quite challenging

E Extremely challenging

5. How much time pressure did you feel when taking this test?

A No time pressure at all

B A little bit of time pressure

C Some time pressure

D Quite a bit of time pressure

E A lot of time pressure

VE631435 

VH694150 

6. Are you Hispanic or Latino? Select one or more squares.

A No, I am not Hispanic or Latino.

B Yes, I am Mexican, Mexican American, or Chicano.

C Yes, I am Puerto Rican or Puerto Rican American.

D Yes, I am Cuban or Cuban American.

E Yes, I am from some other Hispanic or Latino background.
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7. Which of the following best describes you? Select one or more squares.

A White

B Black or African American

C Asian

D American Indian or Alaska Native

E Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander

8. About how many books are there in your home?

A Few (0–10)

B Enough to fill one shelf (11–25)

C Enough to fill one bookcase (26–100)

D Enough to fill several bookcases (more than 100)

9. Do you have any of the following in your home? Select one circle in each row.

Yes No 

a. Access to the Internet
b. Clothes dryer just for your family
c. Dishwasher
d. Your own bedroom
e. A desktop or laptop computer (including

Chromebooks) that you can use
f. A tablet (for example, Surface Pro, iPad,

Kindle Fire) that you can use
g. A smartphone (for example, iPhone,

Samsung Galaxy, HTC One) that you can
use

VE011083 

VH694177 

A B VH694206 

A B VH694365 

A B VH694389 

A B VH694394 

A B VH694398 

A B VH694400 

A B VH694403 
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10. How often do you use the Internet for homework at home?

A Never

B About once or twice a month

C About once or twice a week

D Almost every day

E Every day

11. How many days were you absent from school in the last month?

A None

B 1 or 2 days

C 3 or 4 days

D 5 to 10 days

E More than 10 days

VE011111 

VE011109 

12. How often do you talk about things you have studied in school with someone in
your family?

A Never or hardly ever

B Once every few weeks

C About once a week

D Two or three times a week

E Every day
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13. How far in school did your mother go?

A She did not finish high school.

B She graduated from high school.

C She had some education after high school.

D She graduated from college.

E I don’t know.

VH195637 

14. How far in school did your father go?

A He did not finish high school.

B He graduated from high school.

C He had some education after high school.

D He graduated from college.

E I don’t know.

15. Does your mother work?

A Yes 

B No

C I don’t know.

16. Does your father work?

A Yes 

B No

C I don’t know.

VH694420 

VH694425 
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17. Do any of the following people live in your home? Select one circle in each row.

Yes No 

a. Mother
b. Stepmother
c. Foster mother or other female legal

guardian
d. Father
e. Stepfather
f. Foster father or other male legal guardian

18. In this school year, how often did you use a laptop or desktop computer (including
Chromebooks) during your classes at school?

A Never

B In some classes

C In about half of the classes

D In more than half of the classes

E In all or almost all classes

19. In this school year, how often did you use a tablet (for example, Surface Pro, iPad,
Kindle Fire) during your classes at school?

A Never

B In some classes

C In about half of the classes

D In more than half of the classes

E In all or almost all classes

A B VH694455 

A B VH694458 

A B VH694461 

A B VH694466 

A B VH694472 

A B VH694478 

VH694534 

VH694537 
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20. How much does each of the following statements describe a person like you? Select one circle in
each row.

Not at all 
like me 

A little bit 
like me 

Somewhat 
like me 

Quite a bit 
like me 

Very much 
like me 

a. I finish whatever I
begin.

b. I try very hard even
after making mistakes.

c. I keep working hard
even when I feel like
quitting.

d. I keep trying to
improve myself, even
when it takes a long
time to get there.

21. In this school year, how often have you done each of the following? Select one circle in each row.

Never or 
hardly ever 

Less than 
half of the 

time 
About half 
of the time 

More than 
half of the 

time 

All or 
almost all of 

the time 

a. I started working on
assignments right
away rather than
waiting until the last
minute.

b. I paid attention and
resisted distractions.

c. I stayed on task
without reminders
from my teacher.

d. I paid attention in
class even when I was
not interested.

A B C D E VH694552 

A B C D E VH694561 

A B C D E VH694570 

A B C D E VH694587 

VH694595 

A B C D E VH694624 

A B C D E VH694634 

A B C D E VH694641 

A B C D E VH694646 
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22. How much does each of the following statements describe a person like you? Select one circle in
each row.

Not at all 
like me 

A little bit 
like me 

Somewhat 
like me 

Quite a bit 
like me 

Very much 
like me 

a. I like complex
problems more than
easy problems.

b. I like activities that
challenge my thinking
abilities.

c. I enjoy situations
where I will have to
think about
something.

d. I enjoy thinking about
new solutions to
problems.

23. In this school year, how often have you felt any of the following ways about your school? Select
one circle in each row.

Never or 
hardly ever 

Less than 
half of the 

time 
About half 
of the time 

More than 
half of the 

time 

All or 
almost all of 

the time 

a. I felt awkward and out
of place at school.

b. I felt happy at school.
c. I felt that I learned

something that I can
use in my daily life.

24. Write the ZIP code of your home address in the box.

A B C D E VH694671 

A B C D E VH694681 

A B C D E VH694686 

A B C D E VH694696 

VH694701 

A B C D E VH694711 

A B C D E VH694715 

A B C D E VH694718 

VE117468 
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25. Have you ever taken or are you currently taking any of the following classes or 
subjects in school? Select one or more squares. 

A Industrial technology (for example, auto mechanics, carpentry) 

B Engineering (for example, robotics, bridge building, rocketry) 

C Any class that involves learning to use, program, or build computers 

D Any other technology-related class (for example, electronics, sewing, farming) 

E I have not taken any of the classes listed above. 

26. Have you ever studied technology or engineering topics in any of the following 
classes or subjects in school? Select one or more squares. 

A Mathematics 

B Science 

C Social studies or history 

D I have not studied technology or engineering in any of the classes or subjects listed above. 

27. In school, how often do you learn about or discuss the following? Select one circle in each row. 

Never Rarely Sometimes Often 

a. How to judge reliability of 
sources (for example, how a 
website might be biased or 
inaccurate) 

VE639847 

VE681624 

A B C D VE681629 

b. How to credit others for 
their ideas (for example, 
citing sources, using 
endnotes and footnotes in 
reports) 

A B C D VE681632 
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28. For school work, how often do you use a computer or other digital technology for the following 
activities? Select one circle in each row. 

Never or 
almost 
never 

A few times 
a year 

Once or 
twice a 
month 

Once or 
twice a 
week 

Every day or 
almost 

every day 

a. Create, edit, or 
organize digital media 

b. Create a presentation 
c. Create a spreadsheet (a 

table or grid that 
displays data into 
columns and rows and 
may be used to create 
charts and graphs) 

29. In this question, please think about activities you do that are not related to your school work. 
How often do you use a computer or other digital technology for the following activities not for 
school work? Select one circle in each row. 

Never or 
almost 
never 

A few times 
a year 

Once or 
twice a 
month 

Once or 
twice a 
week 

Every day or 
almost 

every day 

a. Create, edit, or 
organize digital media 

b. Create a presentation 
c. Create a spreadsheet (a 

table or grid that 
displays data into 
columns and rows and 
may be used to create 
charts and graphs) 

A B C D E VE639130 

A B C D E VE639137 

A B C D E VE639136 

VF025108 

A B C D E VF025112 

A B C D E VF025117 

A B C D E VF025116 
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30. In school, how often have you learned about or discussed the following? Select one circle in each 
row. 

Never Rarely Sometimes Often 

a. Designing or creating 
something to solve a 
problem 

b. Designing something when 
there is limited time, 
money, or materials 

31. In school, how often have you ever done the following activities? Select one circle in each row. 

Never Once or twice Three to five 
times 

More than five 
times 

a. Used different tools, 
materials, or machines to 
see which are best for a 
given purpose 

b. Built or tested a model to 
see if it solves a problem 

c. Figured out why something 
is not working in order to 
fix it 

d. Taken something apart in 
order to fix it or see how it 
works 

A B C D VE682228 

A B C D VE682229 

VE638956 

A B C D VE638959 

A B C D VE638963 

A B C D VE682247 

A B C D VE638965 
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32. Outside of school, how often have you ever done the following activities? Select one circle in each 
row. 

Never Once or twice Three to five 
times 

More than five 
times 

a. Used tools or materials to 
plan or design something 
(for example, cake recipe, 
party) 

b. Used different tools, 
materials, or machines to 
see which are best for a 
given purpose 

c. Built or tested a model to 
see if it solves a problem 

d. Figured out why something 
is not working in order to 
fix it 

e. Taken something apart in 
order to fix it or see how it 
works 

A B C D VF009777 

A B C D VE638998 

A B C D VE639038 

A B C D VE682267 

A B C D VE639042 
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33. Do you think that you would be able to do each of the following? Select one circle in each row. 

I definitely 
can’t 

I probably 
can’t Maybe I probably 

can 
I definitely 

can 

a. Create presentations 
with sound, pictures, 
or video 

b. Organize information 
into a chart, graph, or 
spreadsheet 

c. Compare products 
using the Internet 

d. Use tools or materials 
to fix something 

e. Take something apart 
in order to fix it or see 
how it works 

f. Describe how 
inventions change 
society 

g. Compare how 
different activities 
affect the environment 

h. Explain why people 
have different tools, 
machines, or devices 
in different parts of the 
world 

A B C D E VH008238 

A B C D E VH008240 

A B C D E VH008241 

A B C D E VH008243 

A B C D E VH008244 

A B C D E VH008245 

A B C D E VH008247 

A B C D E VH008248 
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34. In school, how often have you learned about or discussed the following? Select one circle in each 
row. 

Never Rarely Sometimes Often 

a. Inventions that change the 
way people live 

b. Choices people make that 
affect the environment 

c. Conditions that influence 
the use or availability of 
machines or devices 

d. The ways people work 
together to solve problems 
in their community or the 
world 

35. Outside of school, how often have you learned about or discussed the following? Select one circle 
in each row. 

Never Rarely Sometimes Often 

a. Inventions that change the 
way people live 

b. Choices people make that 
affect the environment 

c. Conditions that influence 
the use or availability of 
machines or devices 

d. The ways people work 
together to solve problems 
in their community or the 
world 

A B C D VE639002 

A B C D VE639004 

A B C D VE639005 

A B C D VE682300 

VE639008 

A B C D VE639012 

A B C D VE639013 

A B C D VE639014 

A B C D VE682314 
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36. Who taught you most of what you know about building things, fixing things, or 
how things work? 

A I taught myself. 

B Family members 

C Friends 

D Teachers 

E Someone else 

37. Who taught you most of what you know about using computers or other digital 
technology for collecting or sharing information? 

A I taught myself. 

B Family members 

C Friends 

D Teachers 

E Someone else 

VE682215 

VE682315 

38. Who taught you most of what you know about how technology, people, and the 
environment are related to each other? 

A I taught myself. 

B Family members 

C Friends 

D Teachers 

E Someone else 

15
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39. Before today, had you ever taken an interactive computer test similar to the one you just took? 
Select one circle in each row. 

Yes No 

a. I had taken an interactive computer test in 
school. 

b. I had taken an interactive computer test 
outside of school. 

A B VF009360 

A B VF009361 

16


	Technology and Engineering Literacy Student Questionnaire 2018 Grade 8
	General questions
	Subject-specific questions


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




