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Introduction 

nder the direction of the U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for Education 

Statistics (NCES), the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) Trend 

Generator is a tool designed to provide users with a quick and easy way to view and 

analyze frequently viewed IPEDS data over time.  From optimizing printed reports to effectively 

navigating and interpreting the available data, this user guide provides guidance for various features, 

functions, and capabilities.   

All of the information in the Trend Generator is based on data collected by NCES through the 
IPEDS Data Collection System. For additional information about the IPEDS Data Collection 
System, visit http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/. 

 

1.1 IPEDS Trend Generator Process Overview  

The Trend Generator is a web based tool for analyzing frequently viewed IPEDS data over time.  
Users may use the provided subject area questions, limiting variables, and categorization options to 
create a trend based on custom selections, as described below: 

1. Select a subject area: Postsecondary Institutions, Student Enrollment, Degrees and Certificates 
Awarded, Graduation and Retention Rates, Financial Aid, Institutional Revenues, Institutional 
Expenses, and Employees and Instructional Staff. 

2. Select a question from the list provided for the selected subject area. 

3. Once a question has been selected, the user will be redirected to the main Trend Generator work 
space where the answer to the selected question will be displayed on screen for the most recent 
year of data available. At this time, the user may choose from the following options to further 
modify and view the results: 

a. Show Trend for the selected question over time. 
b. Limit the Results by setting limiting variables. 
c. Build a Table to categorize the results. 

Results may be printed, downloaded in Excel format, or cleared to restart the trending process at 
any time. 
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1.2 Hints & Tips 

Below are some helpful hints and tips for using the IPEDS Trend Generator. Detailed tips relating 
to specific functions within the application can be found in the corresponding sections of this guide. 

• For assistance with any questions or problems related to system usage, please contact the 
IPEDS Data Tools Help Desk toll-free at 1-866-558-0658 or at ipedstools@rti.org. 

• Click on the  button at the top right of the screen for additional information and resources. 

• To clear all selections and return to the homepage, click on the  logo. 

• Hover over any subject area, question, or    icon to view a description of the data available. 

 

 
Continue to Chapter 2 to get started.
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Getting Started  

From the Trend Generator home page shown below, you may select from a variety of subject areas 
organized into an expandable menu. These subject areas include IPEDS topics such as 
Postsecondary Institutions, Student Enrollment, and Financial Aid.  You may navigate away from 

the Trend Generator by using the  and  buttons, which are 
provided on the left side of the screen. 

 

2.1 Selecting a Question to Trend 

To begin, you must first carefully review and select a subject and question to trend.  When reviewing 
the available options, users may hold the mouse over any subject or question to view a description 
of the data available in the Select Subject & Question area on the left side of the screen.   

Step 1: Click on a subject area (e.g., Student Enrollment) marked with an     icon to expand the list 
of available questions to trend. You may also click on any subject marked with an     icon to collapse 
it 
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Step 2: Select a question (e.g., How many students enroll in postsecondary institutions annually?) to 
view the answer for the most recent year of data available and perform additional analyses, as shown 
below.  

 

Once a question has been selected, you will be redirected to the main Trend Generator work space.  
The answer to your selected question is displayed in the middle of the work space and at the top of 
the screen.   
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The  button, which allows you to return to the Trend Generator main menu to select a 
new subject area or question, is also displayed at the top of the screen. 

The  button, shown below, may be selected if you wish to view your question and answer 
over time in the form of a table and bar chart. For more information on this function please see 
Section 3.1.  

 

 

 

Continue to Chapter 3 to view and modify the trend.
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View and Modify the Trend 

From the main Trend Generator work space shown below, you may choose to view the 

answer to the selected question over time,  to include only the data from a specified 

subset of institutions, or  to further analyze the data.  
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3.1 Show Trend  

The Show Trend option allows you to view the answer to your selected question over time.  

Step 1: To get started, select the  button located at the top of the screen or the   
button located in the main Trend Generator work space, as shown below.      

 
 
 

  

Figure 15: Show Trend 
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Once the Show Trend button has been selected, the answer to your selected question is displayed in 
Trend View. Trend View allows users to view the data over time as a table and bar chart, as shown 
below.      

 
 

Step 2: You may select an icon to edit, download, print or exit the screen. Descriptions of the 
available choices are referenced below:    

Edit: Select the  icon to customize the years that are included in your trend analysis.  For 
your convenience, the system will retain these settings—even after you close your current 
Trend View—until you modify them or select a new question.  

Download:  Select the  icon to save the data trend in Excel format.   

javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$cphBody$lnkBtnDownloadTrendReport','')
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Print: Select the  icon to print the current Trend View. To print only the table, click on 

the  text located above the bar chart before printing. 

Exit: Select the  icon at any time to close the Trend View window and return to the main 
Trend Generator work space.  

3.2 Limit Results By... 
 

The Limit Results By… option allows you to further refine the answer to a specific question by 

restricting the results to a specific subset of institutions (e.g., public institutions or institutions in the 

state of California, etc.).    

Step 1: To get started, select the  button in the main Trend Generator work space, as 
shown below. 

 

Step 2: Choose a topic from the list provided to limit your results by category (e.g., Control of 
institution), as shown below. 
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Step 3: Select a filter or filters to indicate which variables your results should be limited to (e.g., 

Public institutions), as shown below. Click on the  icon to select a different category or use the 
 button to start over and return to the original answer.  

 

 
 

Step 4: Click the  button to apply the selected filter or filters to the data. Upon clicking 

Submit, both the results and the number of relevant institutions will update to reflect your selected 

criteria, as shown below.  

  

Once this step has been completed, the Build a Table or Show Trend options may be used to 
further analyze the results or view the answer for the selected subset of institutions over time. 
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3.3 Build a Table  

The Build a Table option allows you to analyze the answer for a selected question by sorting the 
data into a customized table. For best results, consider sorting the answer by row for variables with a 
larger number of values (such as State); and by column for variables with fewer values (such as Level 
of Institution).  

Step 1: To get started, click on the  button in the main Trend Generator work space 
shown below.  
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Step 2:  Select one method of categorizing the answer by row, as shown below. Any variable already 
used for limiting the results will not be available for you to select as a method of categorizing the 
results. To cancel building your table, select None from the menu. 

 

 

Step 3:  Once the row category is selected, the column selection box will open. Select one method 
of categorizing the answer by column, as shown below. To see the table without selecting additional 
column criteria, select None from the menu. 
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Once categories for both row and column have been selected, a table will be displayed in the main 
Trend Generator work space with the categorized response to the question for the most recent year.   
 
You may also click on the  icon to print the table. If your table includes more than eight columns 
of data, set the page orientation to ‘Landscape’ when selecting your print preferences to enhance the 
quality of your printed report. Select the  icon to download the data in Excel format. 

 

 
 

Select Trend Column (shown above) to view the values in that column over time: 
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The results may be customized further by using the following options:  

• Click on the   button to apply a filter or to modify the current filter setting; or for 

more information see Section 3.2. 

 

• You may customize which categories are displayed in the row or column by clicking on the 

  button, as shown below. 

  
 
 

 



V I E W  A N D  M O D I F Y  T H E  T R E N D   

15 

 

• You may change the method of categorization (add or remove a row or column variable) by 

clicking on the  or  buttons to modify your previous 

selections, as shown below.  

 

 

 

Continue to Chapter 4 for information related to interpreting the data.  



I N T E R P R E T I N G  T H E  D A T A   

16 

 

Interpreting the Data  

An understanding of the terms and methodology used in the IPEDS Trend Generator is essential 
for effective interpretation of the data. This section defines and explains some of the more common 
terminology and methodology found in the system. In addition, users may access the online IPEDS 
Glossary at http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/glossary to find definitions for nearly 500 postsecondary –
related terms used in the collection and dissemination of IPEDS data.  

4.1 Data Years Explained 

The following table provides a detailed explanation of each of the different time periods referenced 
in the IPEDS Trend Generator: 

TIME PERIOD DATA EXPLANATION 

Academic year 
The period of time generally extending from September to June; 
usually equated to 2 semesters or trimesters, 3 quarters, or the period 
covered by a 4-1-4 calendar system. 

Cohort year 

The time period during which a specific group of students is 
established for tracking purposes. The Graduation Rates component 
of IPEDS collects data on the cohort of first-time, full-time 
degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates and tracks them for 150% 
of the normal time of their program to see how many complete. So, 
for example, cohort year 2004 is the year in which that particular 
group of students was established for tracking. 

Once a student is in the cohort, they remain in the cohort, even if they 
switch to part-time or drop out. However, adjustments can be made 
to the initial cohort for exclusions, which include the death of a 
student, permanent disability, military deployment, or an official 
church mission.  

Completion 
year 

The Completions component of IPEDS collects the number of 
degrees and other formal awards (certificates) conferred. Institutions 
are required to report all degrees and other awards conferred during 
an entire academic year, from July 1 of one calendar year through June 
30 of the following year.  

Chapter 
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TIME PERIOD DATA EXPLANATION 

Fall 

The part of the academic year, that begins between late August and 
November 1. For student enrollment data, institutions operating on a 
traditional academic year calendar (semester, trimester, quarter, or 4-1-
4) report these data as of the institution’s official fall reporting date or 
October 15. Institutions operating on a calendar that differs by 
program or that enrolls students on a continuous basis (referred to as 
program reporters) report these data for students enrolled any time 
during the period August 1 through October 31.  

If the data represents employees and instructional staff, then the Fall 
time period includes all employees as of November 1 of the reporting 
year. 

Fiscal year 

The 12-month period of time used by institutions for calculating 
annual financial statements. In IPEDS, institutions are instructed that 
the starting point for reporting should be amounts reported in the 
institution’s General Purpose Financial Statements for the most recent 
fiscal year ending before October 1. So for institutions with fiscal 
years ending after September 30, this would be the previous calendar 
year.  

Full year 

Full year (or 12-month) enrollment data are collected for the entire 
12-month academic year. For the 2011-12 data year and beyond, the 
reporting period for these data is July 1 of one calendar year through 
June 30 of the following year. Prior to 2011-12, institutions had the 
option of using either a July 1 to June 30 or a September 1 to August 
31 reporting period.  
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