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Getting Started 

Select the feature you need help with from the table of contents on the left or find which feature to use 

based on what you want to do from the list below. 

Each help topic contains screen shots and step-by-step instructions. 

If you want to: Use this feature: 

See detailed information on one CIP code. Quick CIP 

See a list of CIP codes and titles organized by series. Browse 

See a side-by-side comparison of the last CIP version to the current CIP 

version. 

Crosswalk 

See code, title, definition, and examples for a group of codes based on 

criteria specified. 

Search 

Download documents about the 2010 CIP. Resources 

Obtain a report on CIP codes of interest to your institution. CIP Wizard 

Find a CIP code to use on the Completions Survey (IPEDS Keyholders & 

Coordinators). 

CIP Selector 

Find information about previous editions of the CIP. Resources or Change Year 
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Home 

The Home Page of the CIP user site provides easy access to all the features on the site. 

 

From the top navigation bar the user can:  

• Link back to the main IPEDS web site (Click on IPEDS LOGO) 

• Links to CIP Home Page, CIP Wizard, CIP Selector, Help, and Contact NCES 

From the secondary navigation bar, the user can:  

• View different versions of the CIP (Click on Change Year) 

• Browse CIP 2010 

• Search CIP 2010  

• Crosswalk the current version of the CIP with previous version of the CIP 

• Access Resources such as Word and Excel Versions of the CIP 

• Look up a specific code using the Quick CIP 
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Quick links are also provided in the “Start Here” section that allow the user to: 

• Browse all CIP codes 

• Search CIP codes 

• View a crosswalk of the 2000 CIP to the2010 CIP 

• View a list of NEW CIP codes 

• View a list of DELETED CIP codes 

• View a list of MOVED CIP codes 
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Help 

 

Help is available from the top navigation bar as shown. 

A PDF version of the Help is also available for download from within the Help page (above the Table of 

Contents) and on the Resources page. 

The Help file contains a left navigation bar which includes a Table of Contents.  You may click directly to a 

topic of interest or navigate by clicking the “Next” and “Previous” buttons provided. 

This Help file can also be accessed from the CIP website homepage, the CIP Selector and the CIP Wizard. 
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Contact NCES 

To contact NCES about this site or its content, use the e-mail address or telephone number provided. 

E-mail: CIP@ed.gov 

IPEDS Help Desk: 1-877-225-2568 
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Browse 

The Browse screen is a complete listing of all the codes that are in the current CIP version.  It can be 

accessed from the navigation bar as shown below. 

 

The Browse screen allows the user to view the entire structure of the current CIP version.  Although the 

web site includes all codes from both the previous and current versions of the CIP, the Browse screen only 

lists the codes in the current version.   

The initial view of the Browse screen shows the most general categories within the CIP.  These codes are 

assigned 2-digit series numbers.   

 

Clicking the plus icon ( ) next to the 2-digit series code will expand that series and show the 4-digit 

series codes, which provide more detailed groupings within the 2-digit series.   
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Clicking the plus icon ( ) next to the 4-digit series code will list all the 6-digit program codes, which are 

the most detailed program classifications with the CIP.  The six digit codes are also the codes used by 

IPEDS Keyholders and Coordinators on the IPEDS Completions Survey.  

 

To view details about a particular code at any level, click the link provided. 
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Search 

Search allows you to specify criteria to search for CIP codes of interest to you.  Based on the criteria that 

you have specified, it returns a list of CIP codes. 

 

The specified search options work together to provide the search results.   

Search terms are optional, but if they are provided, they will search within the Title, Definition, and 

Examples as specified.   

Results can be narrowed, or filtered, by selecting a 2-digit series, by limiting results to either 2-, 4-, or 6-

digit codes, or by choosing only CIP Codes with a certain Action such as “New.”  These options are 

described in detail in later sections of the “Help.” 

In the example below, the user indicated that they want to search for the word “chemistry” within a CIP 

code’s title, definition, and examples.  The user specified that they want to search for only new 6-digit CIP 

codes that include “chemistry” in the title, definition, or examples, and limited their search to the 2-digit 

Series for Engineering (Series 14). 
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The results of this search criteria are shown below. 
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Default Options 

By default, the search options are selected to return all CIP codes when you click “Show Results.” 
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Search Results 

The search results screen lists the criteria used to define your search and your search results.  The 

example shown used the default options and returned results for all CIP codes. 

 

There are several key features to the search results page besides the Search Results Grid.  These 

include a Summary of Search Criteria, the Actions Legend, and Print/Export. 
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Summary of Search Criteria 

The Summary of Search Criteria lists all the options selected in the search box on the 

previous page. 

 

Any search terms entered will be listed followed by the selected options for “Search within,” 

“2-Digit CIP Series,” “CIP Code Types,” and “Actions.”  If your search results are 

unexpected, make sure to review the criteria used to create the results. 

Actions Legend 

The Actions Legend describes the symbols used in the Action column.   

 

New codes are indicated by the star icon ( ) in the Action column.  These codes did not 

exist in the previous CIP version. 

Deleted codes are indicated by the “x” icon ( ) in the Action column.  Codes deleted from 

the previous version are shown for reference.  One or more codes may be listed as correct 

alternatives to use in the new version instead of the deleted code.   

Moved CIP codes are in essence the same as the previous version but receive new code 

numbers because they are located in a different place in the new CIP.  The “Moved From” 

and “Moved To” actions work together to illustrate the old and new locations of the CIP 

code.  The “Moved From” CIP codes have the old code number and are indicated by a left 

arrow icon ( ).  The “Moved To” CIP codes have the new code number and are indicated by 

a right arrow icon ( ). 

Codes with no substantive changes relative to the previous CIP version are indicated by the 

hash mark icon ( ) in the Action column.  These codes have the same CIP code number and 

usually have the same title but may have an accompanying change to title, definition, or 

both as indicated by a checkmark ( ) as shown. 
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Print/Export 

The search results may be printed or exported as a CSV file.   

 

The exported CSV file contains the columns: Text Changed, Title & Definition, Cross 

References, CIP Code, Action, Moved To/Report Under, Moved From.   

 

These are the same as the columns shown on screen except that the Cross References 

column shows the See Also codes that were listed in the Title & Definition column on screen. 
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Search Results Grid 

The number of records matching your search criteria is listed along with the number of 

pages of results to review.  The search results can be sorted by any of the columns in the 

search results.  By default, results are sorted by CIP Title. 

 

Text Changed Column 

A checkmark will be present in the Text change column if either the title or the 

definition underwent a notable change relative to the previous version.  

Title and Definition Column 

The CIP Title is listed and links to the CIP detail page for that CIP code.  The 

definition is listed.  If provided, cross reference codes are listed as “See also” 

followed by the CIP code number and title.  These are linked to the CIP detail pages 

of those CIP codes and should be reviewed to see if they better describe your 

program.  Any illustrative examples specified for the CIP code are also listed.  If  

search terms were provided, they will be shown in bold wherever found within the 

CIP title, definition, see also codes, or examples. 

Action Column 

The majority of the CIP codes will be designated as “No Substantive Changes” 

relative to the previous CIP version.  Codes that were added to this version of the 

CIP are designated as “New.”  Codes that were removed from the previous version of 

the CIP are designated as “Deleted.”  Codes that were relocated will have two 

references: one in the former location (Moved From) and one in its current location 

(Moved To).  
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CIP Code Column  

Deleted codes are shown in square brackets [], while Moved codes are shown 

parentheses (), since these codes no longer exist in the current CIP. 

Codes that were moved to a new location, that are new, or that do not have any 

substantive changes are shown in regular text. 

Moved To/Report Under Column 

For moved codes, the current location of a code is shown (Moved To).  For deleted 

codes, one or more “Report Under” codes may be shown.  If a Report Under code is 

provided, please use the one that best describes your program to replace the deleted 

code.  Not all deleted codes will have report under codes specified.  Use the other 

site features such as the Search or the CIP Selector to find a replacement code. 

Moved From Column 

For moved codes, the former location of the code is shown. 
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Using Search Terms – Simple Search 

The Simple Search contains one “search terms” box.  Enter one or more words separated by 

spaces or commas.  Results will be returned that contain ALL of the words entered.  If no results 

are returned, reduce the number of terms entered. 

Search terms are optional.  Clicking “Show Results” without specifying any search terms will return 

all CIP codes in the search results. 

 

One search term 

To find any CIP code containing a word within its Title, Definition, or Examples, enter the 

word and click “Show Results.”   

Enter “mathematics” and click “Show Results.” 
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The Summary of Search Criteria lists “mathematics” next to the Search terms.  The search 

terms are in bold within the Title & Definition column. 

Note that there are 45 records matching “mathematics.” 

 

Enter “statistics” and click “Show Results.” 
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The Summary of Search Criteria lists “statistics” next to the Search terms.  The search 

terms are in bold within the Title & Definition column. 

Note that there are 37 records matching “statistics.” 
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Two search terms 

To find any CIP code containing more than one word within its Title, Definition, or Examples, 

enter the words separated by commas or spaces and click “Show Results.”   

Enter “mathematics, statistics” and click “Show Results.”  This will only return CIP codes 

that contain both “mathematics” and “statistics.” 

 

The Summary of Search Criteria lists “mathematics, statistics” next to the Search terms.  

The search terms are in bold within the Title & Definition column.  Both words occur within 

each search result. 

Note that there are 11 records matching “mathematics, statistics.”  There were 45 matches 

for just “mathematics” and 37 for just “statistics”; however, there were only 11 that 

included both words. 
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Using Search Terms – Advanced Search 

Advanced search provides more search options than simple search by allowing the user to enter an 

exact phrase to be found, several words only one of which must be present, or words that should 

not be included.  Search terms are optional.  Clicking “Show Results” without specifying any search 

terms will return all CIP codes in the search results. 

Access the Advanced Search by clicking the “Advanced Search” link next to the Search terms box 

on the Search page as shown. 

 

The Advanced Search screen has four boxes to enter search terms: All of the words, Exact phrase, 

At least one of the words, and None of the words.  These options are described in detail below. 
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All of the Words 

The “All of the words” advanced search option works the same as the search terms box on 

the Simple Search page.  Results will be returned that contain ALL of the words entered.  If 

you get no search results, reduce the number of terms entered.  

One Search Term 

Enter “mathematics” in the “All of the words” box and click “Show Results.” 

 

The Summary of Advanced Search Criteria lists “mathematics” next to “All of the 

words.”  The search terms are in bold within the Title & Definition column. 

Note that there are 45 records matching “mathematics.” 
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Enter “statistics” in the “All of the words” box and click “Show Results.” 

 

The Summary of Advanced Search Criteria lists “statistics” next to “All of the words.”  

The search terms are in bold within the Title & Definition column. 

Note that there are 37 records matching “statistics.” 
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Two Search Terms 

To find any CIP code containing more than one word within its Title, Definition, or 

Examples, enter the words separated by commas or spaces and click “Show Results.”   

Enter “mathematics, statistics” in the “All of the words” box and click “Show 

Results.”  This will only return CIP codes that contain both words “mathematics” and 

“statistics.” 

 

The Summary of Advanced Search Criteria lists “mathematics, statistics” next to “All 

of the words.”  The search terms are in bold within the Title & Definition column.  

Both words occur within each search result. 

Note that there are 11 records matching “statistics.”  There were 45 matches for just 

“mathematics” and 37 for just “statistics”; however, there were only 11 that included  

both words. 
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Exact Phrase vs. All of the Words 

Enter words that must be matched exactly in the search results.  This allows you to find a 

more specific match than when using the regular search or the “All of the words” search 

option within Advanced Search.  When using those other options, you may have more 

results returned than desired.   

For instance, enter “business management” and click “Show Results.” 

 

The search results may contain many results that contain the words business and 

management when you really only wanted results for “business management.”  In this 

example, 83 records were found to match the search criteria. 
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To find only results matching the exact phrase “business management,” enter those words 

into the “Exact phrase” box instead of the “All of the words” box. 

 

In this example, only 30 records were found to match the search criteria.   

Note: Punctuation marks, such as the forward slash (“/”), are ignored when searching for an 

exact match.  The first result illustrates this. 
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At least one of the words 

Enter two or more words into the “At least one of the words” box and click “Show Results.”  

Results will be returned that match one word, the other word, or both. 

 

There were 573 results returned that match either the word “business” or the word 

“management.”  Searching just for “business” results in 211 records, and searching just for 

“management” results in 445 records for a total of 656 records.  To equal the 573 results 

returned in this example, we must subtract the number of records that match both words 

(83 from previous example).   

Notice that these 573 results include results containing both of the words business and 

management, results containing the exact phrase “business management,” results 

containing only the word “business”, and results containing only the word “management.” 
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None of the words 

This option cannot be used alone.  It must be used in conjunction with one of the other 

advanced search options: All of the words, Exact Phrase, or At least one of the words.  If 

you receive too many search results using the other search options, you can narrow your 

results by also adding words to exclude by entering them into the “None of the words.” 

If, for example, you searched for CIP codes containing “All of the words: business, 

management” you would received 83 records which may be too many to easily find the 

desired program.   

For our example, we see some results that contain the word “accounting” which has nothing 

to do with our desired search result, so we can search with “accounting” in the “None of the 

words box” to exclude results containing that word. 
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Enter “business management” into the “All of the words” box as before and add 

“accounting” to the “None of the words” box to find all CIP codes that contain both of the 

words “business” and “management” but do not contain the word “accounting.” 

 

Excluding “accounting” from the search results reduced the number of results to 70.  

“Actuarial Science” is now the first search result instead of “Accounting and 

Business/Management.”  More than one word may be excluded to continue to narrow the 

search results.   
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Using Search within 

If search terms are specified, a search may be limited to return results based on search terms 

within only the CIP title, only the CIP definition, only the CIP illustrative examples, or any 

combination of those.  Note: If none are selected, the system will interpret it as having all of them 

selected; otherwise, there would be no matches.. 

The same “Search within” options are available within the Simple Search and within the Advanced 

Search as shown. 

Simple Search 

 

Advanced Search 
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Enter “business management” and make sure only the “Title” box is selected for “Search Within.”   

 

Instead of the 83 records returned in a previous example without a title-only search, there are 11 

records returned.  Every title contains both of the words “business” and “management.” 
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Search by CIP Series 

Search results can be filtered by 2-digit series with or without search terms being specified.   

The same “Search within” options are available within the Simple Search and within the Advanced 

Search as shown. 

Simple Search 

 

Advanced Search 
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To see all CIP Codes within a 2-digit series, select the desired series from the dropdown menu and 

click “Show Results.” 

 

Only CIP codes in that 2-digit series will be listed in the results regardless of any other search 

criteria selected.  Note: By default, search results are sorted by Title; this example shows the 

results sorted by CIP Code. 

 



Page 38 of 123 

 

Using CIP Types 

A search may be limited to return results only for 2-digit codes, 4-digit codes, 6-digit codes, or any 

combination selected.  Note: If none are selected, the system will interpret it as having all of them 

selected; otherwise, there would be no matches. 

Simple Search 

 

Advanced Search 
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To see all 2-digit series codes, leave the Search Terms blank, check the “2 digit CIP Code” box next 

to “CIP Types,” and click “Show Results.” 

 

Only CIP codes that are 2-digits will be listed in the results regardless of any other search criteria 

selected.   
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Using CIP Actions 

A search may be limited to return results for CIP codes with a certain action relative to the previous 

CIP version. Note: If none are selected, the system will interpret it as having all of them selected; 

otherwise, there would be no matches. 

Simple Search 

 

Advanced Search 
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No substantive changes 

To see only CIP codes that had no substantive changes from the previous version, make 

sure the “No substantive changes” box is the only box checked beside “Actions.”   

 

Codes with no substantive changes existed in the previous version of the CIP with the same 

CIP code number and usually the same title and definition.  If there was a change to the CIP 

Title or Definition, it will be indicated by a checkmark in the “Text Changed” column. 
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New 

To see only CIP codes that are new to this version of the CIP, make sure the “New” box is 

the only box checked beside “Actions.”   

 

Codes that are new did not exist in the previous version of the CIP.  On a few occasions, a 

code may have been re-instated from a previous version and assigned a new CIP code.  This 

will be noted within the definition of the CIP. 

 



Page 43 of 123 

 

The shortcut provided from the home page to “View NEW CIP Codes” produces the same 

results for you without your having to specify the search criteria. 

 

Deleted 

To see only CIP codes that were deleted from the previous version of the CIP, make sure 

the “Deleted” box is the only box checked beside “Actions.”   

 



Page 44 of 123 

 

Codes that are deleted no longer exist in this version of the CIP.  Pay special attention to 

the Moved To/Report Under column.  One or more “Report Under” codes may be provided 

for deleted codes.  If the code was deleted, please use one of the provided “Report Under” 

codes.  If no code was provided, you may use the search to locate an alternate program 

code or you may use the CIP Selector to help determine the correct program code. 

 

The shortcut provided from the home page to “View DELETED CIP Codes” produces the 

same results for you without your having to specify the search criteria. 
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Moved From/Moved To 

To see only CIP codes that were moved, make sure the “Moved from” and “Moved to” boxes 

are the only boxes checked beside “Actions.”   

 

Codes that were moved have a different CIP code number in this version than they did in 

the previous version.  It is also possible that the CIP code underwent a change to its Title or 

Definition in addition to being moved.  A checkmark will be in the Text Change column if 

this is the case.   

Two records exist for moved codes: one showing where it appeared in the previous version 

and another showing how it appears in the current version. 

CIP codes marked as “Moved from” show the code as it was in the previous version much 

like the deleted codes.  The code number is listed in parentheses because that number no 

longer exists in the current version of the CIP.  Refer to the Moved To/Report Under column 

for its code number in the current version of the CIP. 

Codes marked as “Moved to” show the code in its new location.  Like new codes, the code 

number assigned to this code did not exist in the previous version; however, the CIP code 

itself existed, just with a different code number. 
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The shortcut provided from the home page to “View MOVED CIP Codes” produces the same 

results for you without your having to specify the search criteria. 
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Crosswalk 

The crosswalk provides a side-by-side comparison of the previous and current CIP versions.  It is 

consistently available via the navigation bar as shown. 

 

After clicking “Crosswalk,” users may select to view all codes, all codes in one 2-digit series from the 

previous version, or a single code.  The results are shown on screen and can be printed or exported. 

 



Page 48 of 123 

 

All Codes 

The default option on the Crosswalk page is “All Codes.”  Click “Show Results” to see to full 

Crosswalk on the screen.  All codes in the previous version (CIP 2000) are mapped to the current 

version (CIP 2010). 

 



Page 49 of 123 

 

2-digit Series 

To view a side-by-side comparison of the previous and current CIP versions for only one 2-digit 

series, select “2-digit series” and click “Show Results.” 
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Single Code 

To see results for a single code, select “Single Code,” enter a 2-, 4-, or 6-digit CIP code from either 

the current or previous CIP version, and click “Show Results.” 
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Results Display 

CIP code numbers and titles from the previous CIP version are shown on the left-hand side of the 

crosswalk.  These code numbers determine how the crosswalk is sorted.  The corresponding CIP 

code number and title in the current CIP version is shown on the right-hand side along with 

information about what happened to that code between the two versions including the action and 

whether the code’s title or definition was changed.   

New code 

New codes are indicated by the star icon ( ) in the Action column.  These codes have no 

corresponding entry in the columns for the previous version. 
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Moved code 

Moved codes are indicated by the arrow icon ( ) in the Action column.  The CIP code 

essentially remains the same but was relocated in the CIP structure.  Refer to the right-

hand columns for its new code number and any changes that may have been made to its 

title. 
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Deleted code 

Deleted codes are indicated by the “x” icon ( ) in the Action column.  Codes deleted from 

the previous version are shown for reference.  One or more codes may be listed as correct 

alternatives to use in the new version instead of the deleted code.  In the example below, 

code 23.0401 was deleted and the instruction to report it under 23.1301 was provided.  If a 

code was deleted and no “report under” code was specified, you may wish to use the CIP 

Selector to help find the best place to report your code. 
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No substantive Changes code 

Codes with no substantive changes relative to the previous CIP version are indicated by the 

hash mark icon ( ) in the Action column.  These codes have the same CIP code number and 

usually have the same title but may have an accompanying change to title, definition, or 

both as indicated by a checkmark. 
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CIP Title or Definition Changed 

Codes whose title, definition, or both changed between the two CIP versions are indicated 

by a checkmark icon ( ) in the Checkmark column.  In the example shown, there is an 

apparent change in the title of the CIP code.  There may also have been an accompanying 

change to the definition.  If the CIP code titles shown in the crosswalk are the same and 

there is a checkmark, then the change was to the definition. 
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CIP Detail 

To view detailed information about each CIP code in the current CIP version, click the CIP 

code link.  There you may view additional information such as the definition.   
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Print/Export 

Any results can be easily printed or exported.  Click “Print” to print the results.   

 

Click “Export” to open or save a CSV version of the results.  The CSV version contains the same 

columns of information.  The Action column lists the text version of the icon as described in the on-

screen legend.  The “Text Change” column replaces the “Checkmark” column indicating that the 

CIP Title or Definition Changed.  A value of “yes” is equivalent to the checkmark icon shown on 

screen and indicates that there was a change to the title or definition.   
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Resources 

For links to online information or downloadable documents for the current CIP version or for links to online 

information or downloadable documents for CIP 2000 and earlier versions, click “Resources.” 
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Current Version 

General information is provided for CIP 2010 including the Introduction, Acknowledgements, and 

Help file. 

Online resources for the current CIP version are listed.  Links to the Browse, Search, and Crosswalk 

features are repeated here.  They are also available from the homepage and the navigation bar.  

Links to New, Moved, or Deleted codes are shown here as well as on the homepage. 

Several Download files are also available for the current CIP version.  These include the complete 

Crosswalk file and the complete 2010 CIP both in Excel and in Word. 
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Crosswalk 

The Crosswalk file (Crosswalk 2000-2010) contains the complete listing in CSV format.  

Click the link to open the file or to save it to your computer. 

 

This file contains the same information as is shown online by viewing the Crosswalk and 

selecting to “All Codes” and clicking “Show Results.”   

The left-hand columns list the CIP code number and title of that CIP code in the previous 

version.  The CIP Code column for the previous version sorts the file.  Blanks in these 

columns are placeholders for new codes in the current version. 

The middle columns indicate what happened to the code during the conversion (No 

substantive changes, New, Deleted, Moved To) and whether or not the CIP Title or 

Definition Changed as indicated by a “yes” or “no” in the “Text change” column.   

The right-hand columns show the corresponding CIP code number and title in the current 

CIP version.  Deleted codes are listed with a title of “Deleted” and may also include 

additional information regarding where to report that code in the current version. 
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CIP (CSV) 

The Crosswalk file (CIPCode 2010) contains the complete listing in CSV format.  This 

information is similar to what is shown in the search results and on the CIP detail page. 

 

The CIPFamily column was added for reference to the 2-digit series to which the code 

belongs.  The CrossReferences column represents the information listed as “See also” in the 

search results and on the CIP detail page.  These codes should be reviewed to see if they 

better represent your program.  The Examples column shows the information listed as 

“Examples” in the search results and as “Illustrative Examples” on the CIP detail page.  

These are meant to provide additional information to aid in selecting the correct program 

code; however, these are not a comprehensive list of programs that would be reported for 

that CIP code. 
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CIP (Word) 

The CIP file (CIPCode 2010) contains the complete listing in Word format.  Click the link to 

open the file or to save it to your computer.  CIP codes are listed in numeric order by CIP 

code number.  This file includes references to deleted codes and former locations of moved 

codes as well as the new codes, new locations of moved codes, and codes that did not 

change substantively between versions.   
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The following image illustrates how each type of code is represented in the Word document. 

 

Deleted codes are indicated by (Deleted) following the CIP code and title from the previous 

version.  If available, the code or codes to be used in the current version are listed. 

New codes are indicated by (New) following the CIP code and title from the current version.   

Codes that moved to a different code number between CIP versions are listed in two places.  

The code number and title used in the previous version is followed by (Moved From) and is 

listed along with the code number in the current version.  For detailed information about the 

code, please reference the code number in the current version.  The current code number 

and title of the moved code is followed by (Moved To) and the complete information about 

that code. 

Codes that did not change at all between versions are indicated by (No substantive 

changes) following the CIP title. 

Codes that had a change to the title or definition are indicated by the text “CIP Title or 

Definition Changed” following the CIP title and action, if applicable. 
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Archive & Historical 

The CIP website begins with the CIP 2010.  The Archive and Historical section lists links to online 

information about prior versions of the CIP.  Download files are also available. 
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Quick CIP 

The Quick CIP allows you to quickly view the details about one CIP code.  It is consistently available via 

the navigation bar as shown. 

 

CIP codes should be entered in the following formats for 2-, 4-, and 6-digit codes: 01, 01.01, and 

01.0101.   

 

After entering a CIP code, click “Go” to view the detail page for that CIP code. 
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CIP Detail 

The CIP Detail page contains all the available information about any one CIP code in the selected version 

of the CIP.  The CIP Detail page is directly accessible from the Quick CIP and is linked from the Search 

Results and the Crosswalk Results. 

General Information 

The CIP Title, Definition, See also (Cross reference) codes, Action, and Text Change information 

are listed. 

 

Crosswalk 

A “Single Code” view of the Crosswalk is provided to show the CIP code and title from the previous 

version and the current version.  See the “Crosswalk > Single Code” section for more information.   
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Examples 

Illustrative Examples are meant to provide additional information to aid in selecting the correct 

program code; however, these are not a comprehensive list of programs that would be reported for 

that CIP code. 

 

Browse 

An excerpt of the Browse screen is shown for the entire series in which the selected CIP code 

(shown in bold text) exists.  See the “Browse” section for more information. 
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Change Year 

By default, this web site shows the most current version of the CIP.  At the time of release in June 2009, 

that version is CIP 2010.  The web site will show subsequent versions of the CIP which may not be 

released for several years.  Once additional versions beyond CIP 2010 are released, they can also be 

viewed from this site while maintaining the ability to view earlier versions such as CIP 2010. 

 

To see the other versions that can be viewed on this web site, click “change year” and then select the link 

for the desired CIP version.  Regardless of the page from which this option was selected you will be taken 

to the home page for that version of the CIP. 

 

For information on versions of the CIP prior to CIP 2010, click the “Resources” link and scroll down to the 

“Archived and Historical” section for links to that data. 
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CIP Wizard 

To easily find out what happened to only the CIP codes of interest to you, use the CIP Wizard.  Users can 

view a list of CIP codes used by a postsecondary institution for their last three years of Completions data 

and how these codes map on to the latest version of the CIP.  Users can also generate custom reports by 

selecting, uploading, or pasting specific CIP codes to see how they map to the latest version of the CIP. 

The CIP Wizard can be accessed from the homepage of the CIP web site or via the navigation bar 

throughout the site as shown. 
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Identify Institution 

Begin by identifying your institution by UnitID or name.  Non-institution personnel may select any 

school to begin. 

By UNITID  

You may enter a valid UNITID and click “Go” to begin. 
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By Institution Name  

Enter four or more characters to begin the search.  A list of matching institutions will be 

shown as you type.  Click “Select” to choose an institution as the focus institution and 

continue to the next page. 

 

No matches 

If there are no institutions matching the entered text, a message will be shown. 
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Underlined text in search results 

The text matching the entered text will be underlined in the search results. 

 

 “College” or “University” 

For faster search results, omit common words like “College” or “University” in your 

search.   

 

“Searching…” message 

Entering text with a large number of matches, such as “college” or “university,” will 

result in a “Searching…” message while the results are being compiled.  If the 

searching message appears, wait for your results to be returned.  Continue typing to 

narrow the search or enter different text to begin a new search.  As text is typed, 

there may be a delay in seeing it display on screen if the first several characters 

initiate a large search.     
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Search results do not match entered text 

Occasionally, search results will be returned that do not match the entered text.  

Variations in institutions’ names, abbreviations, and common misspellings are 

searched by the system, so these may still return results without any underlined 

text.   
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Choose Report 

Two types of reports are available.   

One option, “Get My CIP Code Report” generates a report based on the CIP codes your selected 

institution submitted for the last three IPEDS Completion Surveys. 

The other option, “Create Custom CIP Code Summary Report” allows greater flexibility in which 

CIP codes are used to generate the report.  A list of codes may be uploaded, pasted into the 

application, or selected from a list of codes.  Additionally, codes matching those on the pre-defined 

list can be selected and modified. 

Select the desired option and click “Next.”  To choose another institution, click “Wizard Home” in 

the navigation bar. 
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Create Custom Report 

To Create a Custom CIP Code Summary Report, you will specify which CIP Codes to include in the 

report.  There are several ways to specify the CIP codes to be included: choose them one-by-one 

by clicking through the list, enter/paste a list of codes, upload a file with a list of codes, or choose 

to have the codes your institution submitted on the last 3 Completions surveys selected for you.  

You may use a combination of these methods to identify your list. 

The initial view shows all the CIP Codes from the previous CIP version listed in order by code 

number.  Click the “Title” tab to seen an alphabetical listing of the codes.  Sine the CIP 2010 is the 

current CIP version, the CIP 2000 codes are listed below for selection. 
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One-By-One 

To select codes one-by-one, expand the desired series by clicking the plus icon ( ) next to 

it until you find the desired codes.  Then select the boxes next to the codes you want to be 

shown on the report. 

 



Page 77 of 123 

 

To view an alphabetical listing instead, click the “By Title” tab at any time.  All selections will 

be retained.  Click the “By Code” tab to return to this view. 

 

Enter/Paste 

If you already have a list of 6-digit program codes in electronic format, you can paste them 

into the Enter/Paste box to select them at once instead of selecting them individually.  You 

may also type them in if desired.  Choose “Enter/Paste Codes” from the Advanced Options 

to begin. 
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The “Enter/Paste Codes” window will open over your existing selections as shown. 

 

Any 6-digit program code may be entered.  Please enter the list of codes separated either 

by commas, by spaces, or by being entered on separate lines.  Click “Submit,” read the 

confirmation/error message, then close the window. 

Acceptable formats 

You may enter a list of 6-digit codes separated by commas. 
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You may enter a list of 6-digit codes separated by spaces. 

 

You may enter a list of 6-digit codes separated by line breaks. 
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Confirmation/Error messages 

After entering codes and clicking “Submit,” be sure to read the confirmation/error 

message provided to determine the appropriate action. 

All codes found 

If every code is entered in the proper format and found in the previous 

version of the CIP, you will receive the following message: 

“All codes are selected below. Please review the list and add any 

additional codes desired and click 'Next'.” 

Close the window, continue selecting additional codes if desired, and click 

“Next” to see the report. 
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Some codes found 

If only some of the codes can be found in the previous version of the CIP, you 

will receive the following message: 

“Only some of the codes submitted were found and they are checked 

below.  The following codes were not found: [codes]. Please review 

the 'Not Found' tab of the report for suggested codes to use.” 

The entered list of codes contains one code that did not exist in the previous 

version.  It will be shown on the report on the “Not Found” tab for further 

analysis.  All other codes were found and checked in the list.  Close the 

window and continue. 
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No codes found 

If none of the codes are found in the previous version of the CIP, you will 

receive the following message: 

“None of the codes were found.  Please make sure the list is in an 

appropriate format and that the codes were from the correct CIP 

version.” 

In this case, the code will not be shown on the “Not Found” tab of the report 

because it was not entered along with any other valid codes. 

 

No codes entered 

If no codes were entered, you will receive the following message: 

“You must enter at least one code to continue.” 

If you opened the window by mistake, close it. 
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Formatting errors 

Formatting errors may be responsible for receiving the message:  

“None of the codes were found.  Please make sure the list is in an 

appropriate format and that the codes were from the correct CIP 

version.” 

Entering 2- or 4-digit codes such as “01” and “01.01” would cause that error 

since only 6-digit codes may be entered. 

Any single code entered that did not exist in the previous CIP version would 

cause that error Code.  In this example, 75.0101 was not a valid code in CIP 

2000. 

Mixing the types of separators between the codes will also cause the same 

error.  Although codes 01.0101 and 01.0102 are valid, the fact that some 

codes were separated by line breaks and others were separated by commas 

cause the error.  Either separate all codes by commas, all codes by spaces, or 

all codes by line breaks. 
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Upload Saved File 

You may upload a file you previously saved within the CIP Wizard or another file created 

according to the specifications.  Click “Upload Saved File” from the list of Advanced Options. 

 

Click “Login” to continue.  You must log in with a Power User account.  If you do not already 

have a Power User account, you will be given the opportunity to create one.   

 

Enter your Power User account info and click “Sign In.”  If you do not have an account yet, 

click the “Become a Power User” link provided and follow the instructions. 
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After a successful login, instructions and a box in which to enter your file name will be 

provided. 

Any file created by the CIP Wizard using the "Save codes for upload" feature may be 

uploaded.  Any file created in the required format may also be uploaded.  

Click “Browse” to select your file and then click “Upload.” 

 

Uploaded files must have a .txt file extension and contain three tab-delimited columns: 

CIPCODE, CIPCODENODOT, and CIPTITLE.  The CIPCODE column must only contain 6-digit 

CIP Codes with the leading zero, if applicable, and dot notation (e.g. 01.0101).  The 

CIPCODENODOT and CIPTITLE columns must exist but do not need to be populated; 

however, the tab delimiter is necessary. 

Sample file created by the CIP Wizard application that can uploaded: 

 

Sample file meeting minimum requirements that can be uploaded: 
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After a successful upload, you will receive the message: 

All codes are selected below.  Please review the list and add any additional codes desired 

and click “Next.” 

 

Select My School’s Codes 

To select all the codes your selected institution submitted on the last three IPEDS 

Completion Surveys, click “Select My School’s Codes” from the Advanced Options menu. 

 

Then click “Select Codes.” 

 

It may take 30 seconds to select all the codes.  Please wait. 
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These selected codes submitted by your institution on the last three IPEDS Completions 

surveys are marked in the list in bold blue text as shown.  If these are the only codes 

selected, the generated report will be identical to the "Get My CIP Code Summary Report" 

for your institution.  You may select additional codes or remove some of these codes from 

your list before viewing the report. 

 

Save Codes for Upload 

The selected codes may be saved for upload later.  This is useful if you are still finalizing 

your list of codes and want to upload the list and continue refining it later.  This is also 

useful to record your finalized selections in order to recreate the same report in the future.  

This option is also available from the report screens. 

Click “Save Codes for Upload” below the Advanced Options to save a text (.txt) file to your 

computer of all selected CIP Codes that will be used to create your report.   

This file was designed specifically for use within the CIP Wizard. 

 

This file contains the required columns CIPCODE, CIPCODEnodot, and CIPTitle. 
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Custom CIP Code Summary Report 

Once you have selected all the CIP codes to be on the report, click “Next” to see the report. 

In this example, assume we used Enter/Paste to select the following CIP Codes for the report: 

01.0102, 1.0104, 01.0105, 14.0201, 14.0701, 51.1603, 23.1101, 26.0405, 21.0101, 29.0101, 

60.0207, 13.0210, 41.3001, and 75.0101.   

We received the following message: Only some of the codes submitted were found and they are 

checked below. The following codes were not found: 13.0210, 41.3001, 75.0101. Please review the 

'Not Found' tab of the report for suggested codes to use. 

We closed the window and clicked “Next.” 

Our selections resulted in the following report screen being shown.  Please note the main sections 

of the report: Summary, Report/Data Downloads, and Tabs for No substantive changes, Moved, 

Deleted, Not Found, and Suggested New Codes. 
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Summary 

Every page of the report shows the summary. 

The total number of CIP codes you uploaded, entered, or selected on the previous page is 

listed.  In this example, there were 14 codes. 

That total number is broken out into categories that correspond to the Tabs on the online 

report: No substantive Changes, Moved, Deleted, and Not Found.  The last sentence of the 

summary lists the number of new codes that are highlighted on the last Tab of the report 

called Suggested New Codes. 

 

No Substantive Changes 

As indicated in the report summary, there are 5 CIP Codes that existed in the previous 

version and had no substantive changes made to them.  If any of these codes had a change 

to their Title or Definition, that code would have a checkmark to the left of it. 
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Moved 

As indicated in the report summary, there are 3 CIP Codes that moved.  These codes have 

new code numbers.  The former code numbers and titles are listed on the left; the current 

code numbers and titles are listed on the right.  Please update your records to use the new 

CIP Code numbers.  If the CIP code also underwent a change to its Title or Definition, that 

code would have a checkmark in the checkmark column. 

 

Deleted 

As indicated in the report summary, there are 3 CIP Code that were deleted from the 

previous version.  One of the deleted codes has no Report Under code specified.  Try the 

CIP Selector to help identify the appropriate program code to use.  The other codes have 

Report Under codes specified.  One code has three possible alternatives to use and the 

other code only has one alternative code recommended.  Please review the codes provided 

to determine the one that best describes your program.  
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Not Found 

As indicated in the report summary, there are 3 CIP Codes that were not found. This can 

only happen if the codes were uploaded in a manually created file or were entered/pasted. 

The following codes were not found in the previous version of the CIP.  Suggested codes are 

listed below where available.  If you do not find the code you want in the list of suggestions, 

please use the tools provided on the CIP website to locate your code.  

Note: The code may have been mistyped if you entered or uploaded codes.  Please recheck 

your list.  If you are certain your list is correct, please search for the code in other versions 

of the CIP.  The CIP website begins with the CIP 2000-2010 conversion; the Resources page 

contains links to earlier versions.   

 

Click the “View Suggested Code(s) link next to code 13.0210 to see suggestions.  There 

were codes matching the first four digits of the code not found.  Those are shown.  In this 

instance, it is likely the numbers were transposed when entered.   
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Click the “View Suggested Code(s) link next to code 41.3001 to see suggestions.  Since 

there were no codes matching the first four digits, codes matching the first two digits are 

listed.   

Click “View Suggested Code(s)” to see the four digit codes matching the first two digits of 

41.3001.   

Click “View Suggested Code(s)” next to one of these to see the 6-digit program codes 

available.   

Click “More Info” to see the Definition and any See Also codes or Illustrative Examples  

provided.  

 

Code 75.0101 had no suggestions because there is no 2-digit series 75.  Please use the CIP 

Selector or other features of the site to locate your code. 

 



Page 93 of 123 

 

Suggested New Codes 

The total number of new programs added to this CIP version are listed.  The codes you 

selected to be on the report were used to highlight the codes that may be most interesting 

to you. 

Any new codes that are a 4-digit match to any codes you entered are listed first.  It is 

possible that a program that more-specifically describes your program was added to the 

CIP.  Please review the codes and make changes accordingly. 

Any new codes that are only a 2-digit match to any codes you entered are listed next.  It is 

possible that the 2-digit series had additional 4-digit series codes and subsequent 6-digit 

program codes added that may more accurately describe your program. 
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Report/Data Downloads 

The Report can be viewed online or downloaded/printed.  The data behind the report can 

also be downloaded.  The codes used to generate the report can be saved and used to 

recreate the report later. 

 

Report – Word format 

The Custom CIP Code Summary Report shown online is also available to be 

downloaded or printed in Word format.  All sections, including the Summary and 

information from the “No Substantive Changes,” “Moved,” “Deleted,” “Not Found,” 

and “Suggested New Codes” sections are included. 

This report is accessible from the “Download/Print Report” link under Report/Data 

Downloads in the Summary box as shown. 
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Sample sections show how each section is formatted within the Word document.   

Summary 

The Summary section in the Word version of the Custom CIP Code Summary 

report includes the same information as the online version: the total number 

of CIP codes that were uploaded, entered, or selected on the “Create Custom 

CIP Code Summary Report” page.  In the example, there were 14 codes. 

That total number is broken out into categories that correspond to the Tabs 

on the online report: No substantive Changes, Moved, Deleted, and Not 

Found.  The last sentence of the summary lists the number of new codes that 

are highlighted on the last Tab of the report called Suggested New Codes. 

 

No Substantive Changes 

The information from the “No Substantive Changes” tab is shown in the Word 

document.  Instead of checkmarks representing codes with a CIP Title or 

Definition that changed, an asterisk indicates this. 
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Moved 

The information from the “Moved” tab is shown in the Word document.  Both 

the old code (the code number from the previous version of the CIP) and the 

new number (the code number in the current version of the CIP) are listed.  

Instead of checkmarks representing codes with a CIP Title or Definition that 

changed, an asterisk indicates this. 

 

Deleted 

The information from the “Deleted” tab is shown in the Word document.  The 

Deleted code is shown with any Report Under codes that were specified. 
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Not Found 

The information from the “Not Found” tab is shown in the Word document.   

 

Suggested New Codes 

The information from the “No Substantive Changes” tab is shown in the Word 

document.   
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Report Data – Excel format 

All the data used to create the report can be downloaded in Excel format.  The data 

is presented in crosswalk format and can be imported into other programs and 

further analyzed. 

All sections, including the Summary and information form the No Substantive 

Changes, Moved, Deleted, Not Found, and Suggested new Codes sections are 

represented in the data. 

This report is accessible from the “Download Report Data” link under Report/Data 

Downloads in the Summary box as shown. 

 

The Excel file contains the following columns: 

• CIPCode2000 – the CIP Code number from the 2000 CIP (e.g. 01.0102) 

• CIPCode2000nodot – the CIP Code number from the 2000 CIP without the period 

(e.g. 010102) 

• CIPTitle2000 – the CIP title from the 2000 CIP  

• Action/ReportTab – the column indicating the action of the CIP (No substantive 

changes, New, Moved, Deleted), whether it was not found, or whether it was a 

suggested new code with either a 2- or 4-digit similarity 

• CIPCode2010 – the CIP Code number from the 2010 CIP (e.g. 01.0102) 

• CIPCode2010nodot – the CIP Code number from the 2010 CIP without the period 

(e.g. 010102) 

• TextChange – a “yes” indicates that either the CIP title or definition was 

updated; a “no” indicates that neither the CIP title nor the definition was 

updated 

• CIPTitle2010 – the CIP title from the 2010 CIP  
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Sample sections of the Excel file show how each type of data is represented.   

No Substantive Changes 

The information from the “No Substantive Changes” tab is shown in the Excel 

file.  Updates to CIP title or definition are indicated by a “yes” in the Text 

Change column. 

 

Moved 

The information from the “Moved” tab is shown in the Excel file.  As in the 

crosswalk files, the code number and title from the previous version are listed 

in the left-hand columns.  The corresponding CIP code number and title in the 

current version are listed in the right-hand columns.  Updates to CIP title or 

definition are indicated by a “yes” in the Text Change column.  

 

Deleted 

The information from the “Deleted” tab is shown in the Excel file.  The 

Deleted code is shown with any Report Under codes in the CIPTitle2010 

column. 
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Not Found 

The information from the “Not Found” tab is shown in the Excel file.  

Suggested codes are listed in the CIPTitle2010 column. 

 

Suggested New Codes 

The information from the “No Substantive Changes” tab is shown in the Excel 

file.  The Action/ReportTab column indicates whether the suggested new 

codes had a 2-digit similarity (less similar) or a 4-digit similarity (more 

similar). 
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Save Codes for Upload 

The codes used to create this report may be saved and uploaded later.  This is useful 

if you realized that your report was not complete and you wish to revise your 

selections to create a new report.  This is also useful to record your finalized code 

selections in order to recreate the same report in the future.  This option is also 

available from the “Create Custom Report” screen. 

This feature is accessible from the “Save Codes for Upload” link under Report/Data 

Downloads in the Summary box as shown. 

 

This file was designed specifically for use within the CIP Wizard. 

This file contains the required columns CIPCODE, CIPCODEnodot, and CIPTitle. 
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My CIP Code Summary Report 

Choosing the “Get My CIP code Summary Report” and clicking “Next” takes you directly to the 

Report pages.  The CIP Codes shown on the report are those codes a specific institution submitted 

for the last three IPEDS Completion Surveys. 
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This report is in the same format as the “Custom CIP Code Summary Report” except that it does 

not have the “Not Found” tab.  For detailed descriptions of the report features, please review the 

“Custom CIP Code Summary Report” section. 

The data on this report can be replicated on the Custom CIP Code Summary Report by choosing 

only “Select My School’s Codes” and clicking “Next” to view the report. 
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CIP Selector 

The CIP Selector was designed for IPEDS Keyholders and Coordinators to help them find what CIP code 

best describes their instructional program.   

The CIP Selector asks a series of questions to determine which codes to suggest.  Please answer each 

question until the "View Suggestions" button appears.  Then click it to see the list of suggested codes 

meeting the criteria you specified. 

Note: Not all CIP Series are included in the CIP Selector. The series which are included are the ones 

available to IPEDS Keyholders and Coordinators for the Completions Survey. Specifically Series 28, 32-37, 

53 and 60 are not included in the CIP Selector. 

Begin by answering, “Which of the following categories best describes your instructional program?”  As 

you answer, additional questions follow until enough information has been gathered to make suggestions. 
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Find a Code 

After answering the first question, a second question will be asked as shown below.  Select the best 

answer. 
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Additional questions will be asked until enough information has been gathered to make 

suggestions.  The “View Suggestions” button will appear at the bottom of the page at that point.  

Click “View Suggestions” to see the list of suggestions. 
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Suggested Codes 

One or more suggested codes will be shown based on your answers to the questions.  If you do not 

find a suitable code, please go to “Modify Selections” to answer the last question or two differently 

or, go to “Start Over” to begin again with a completely different set of answers. 
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Print 

Click “Print” to print the list of suggested codes. 
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Modify Selections 

Click “Modify Selections” to see the answers to your questions or to choose a different 

answer to see how that changes the suggested codes. 
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Start Over 

Click “Start Over” to begin again by answering the first question. 
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Answers to Commonly Asked Questions 

1. What is the CIP? 

The Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) provides a taxonomic scheme that supports the 

accurate tracking and reporting of fields of study and program completions activity.  

2. Who creates the CIP?   

CIP was originally developed by the U.S. Department of Education's National Center for Education 

Statistics (NCES) in 1980, with revisions occurring in 1985, 1990, 2000, and 2010.  

3. What is different in CIP 2010? 

Of the 1,848 6-digit program codes, 310 are new, 13 were deleted, and 115 moved. 

4. How do I obtain electronic copies of the CIP? 

For links to downloadable documents for the current CIP version or downloadable documents for 

CIP 2000 and earlier versions, click “Resources.” 
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5. How do I find a list of New CIP Codes? 

Lists of NEW CIP Codes are linked from the Home and the Resources pages as shown: 
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New CIP Codes can also be produced by using the search criteria as shown.  This method allows for 

you to see the entire list or to refine it further using the other search criteria available.   

 

6. How do I find a list of Deleted CIP Codes? 

Lists of DELETED CIP Codes are linked from the Home and the Resources pages as shown: 
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Deleted CIP Codes can also be produced by using the search criteria as shown.  This method allows 

for you to see the entire list or to refine it further using the other search criteria available.   
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7. How do I find a list of Moved CIP Codes? 

Lists of MOVED CIP Codes are linked from the Home and the Resources pages as shown: 
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Moved CIP Codes can also be produced by using the search criteria as shown.  This method allows 

for you to see the entire list or to refine it further using the other search criteria available.   
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FAQs 

The FAQs include responses to frequently asked questions about the CIP.  They are divided into two 

sections.  The first section focuses on general questions about the 2010 CIP, while the second section 

focuses on coding questions. 

General  FAQs 

1. How do I determine what series I should select for my program of study? 

A general guideline for is to select the series which best describes the content of the 

program. In some cases, instructional programs may be found in one or more series. For 

example, a person can receive a degree in Statistics from a program that focuses on 

mathematical models; this program would be coded under code 27.0501 Statistics, General. 

On the other hand, a person can receive a degree in Statistics from a program which 

focuses on the applications of statistical methods to the description, analysis and forecasting 

of business data; this degree would be coded under code 52.1302 Business Statistics. Cross 

references are included throughout the CIP for codes that are related, to help the user 

select the code which best describes their instructional program.  

2. Some CIP codes include slashes, while others include “and.” What is the difference 

between the two? 

CIP codes that include a slash in the title identify alternative or equivalent program titles. 

For example, 14.3201 Polymers/Plastics Engineering uses the slash, indicating that both 

terms are equivalent and can be used interchangeably.  CIP codes with the word “and” in 

the title, identify programs that are so closely related that it does not make sense to 

separate them.  For example, 45.0501 Demography and Population Studies includes “and,” 

indicating that these are very closely related programs that are often found together in the 

same department. Programs in “Demography,” “Population Studies,” and “Demography and 

Population Studies” should all be reported here. It may also be the case that two closely 

related programs are linked together because by themselves there were not enough 

completions to justify two separate CIP codes. 

Note that “and” is also used to indicate instructional programs that integrate two programs 

that stand alone elsewhere in the CIP; in all such instances, this will be clearly stated in the 

definition. For example, 26.1007 Pharmacology and Toxicology offer “an integrated, 

combined approach” to the study of pharmacology and toxicological issues, programs that 

are found separately as 26.1001 Pharmacology and 26.1004 Toxicology.  In this case, only 

combined programs should be reported as 26.1007, while the separate programs should be 

reported under their respective codes.   

3. When is a CIP code reported under a “general” category vs. “other” category? 

Programs that are undifferentiated, non-specified, or generalized should be included in the 

“general” category at the beginning of a four-digit series, while programs that are specific, 

but do not fit into any of the CIP codes, should be included in the 99 “other” category at the 

end of a series.  For example a degree in Psychology would be reported under 42.0101 

Psychology, General, while a degree in Neuropsychology would be reported under 42.9999 

Psychology, Other.  
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4. What are examples? 

Examples were added to the 2010 CIP to help users decide where to report instructional 

programs that do not exactly match available CIP code titles. The examples listed are in no 

way intended to be an exhaustive list of programs that could be reported under a specific 

CIP code, but instead include some of the most common names of instructional programs 

for specific CIP codes that were found while conducting searches of course catalogs and 

postsecondary institutions websites.  

5. What is a see-also/cross-reference code? 

A cross-reference is also designed to assist the CIP user in selecting the appropriate code 

for their program of study. It references related CIP codes, which may be of interest to the 

CIP user. For example, 05.0211 Deaf Studies references 16.1601 American Sign Language.  

6. Do degree levels apply to CIP codes? 

CIP codes generally apply to all levels of certificates and degree. In some cases, however, 

degrees were specified in the examples for certain CIP codes in which federal agencies 

needed to be able to obtain data on the number of degrees awarded in a particular field of 

study. For example, see code 51.1201 Medicine, which lists Medicine (MD) as an example.  

7. What does it mean when a program is marked “Text Change?” 

This means that the title and/or definition have been changed in a substantive way that 

could possibly affect which instructional programs should be reported under this code.  

These changes include modifying or updating the title, adding and/or deleting text in the 

description, or updating the description to better reflect the current instructional field of 

study.  Users are encouraged to familiarize themselves with text changes to assure that 

they report programs under the most appropriate codes. 

Changes that are merely stylistic and do not change meaning have NOT been labeled as a 

“text change.”  Examples of these include deleting degree designations from the titles of 

certain professional programs; adding the words “residency program” to all titles in Series 

60 Residency Programs; removing text that does not add clarity to descriptions (see Series 

16); and making other minor changes that do not affect meaning.  If there was any 

likelihood that a text change might affect reporting decisions, it was flagged as a “text 

change.” 

8. Are there any differences between the Canadian and U.S. versions of the CIP? 

For the most part, these two versions are identical, and NCES and Statistics Canada worked 

together to ensure that the CIP meets the needs of both countries.  However, in a few 

specific instances, the educational systems of each country are different enough to 

necessitate differences in each country’s version of the CIP.  Specifically: 

• In Series 43.03, the U.S. version uses the term “Homeland Security” while the 

Canadian version uses “Public Safety.” 

• The Canadian version includes a small number of programs that are not found in 

the U.S. 

• Additional examples have been added to the vocational and technical series in 

the Canadian version that correspond to the Red Seal trades in Canada.  

• The Canadian version contains a French translation 
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Coding FAQs  

1. What determines if a CIP codes falls into Series 30 Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies vs. any 
other series? 

In order to be included in Series 30, an instructional program needs to be interdisciplinary, 

meaning that the program crosses two or more two-digit CIP series. For example, 30.01 

Biological and Physical Sciences, is intended for instructional programs which include 

instruction in both the biological sciences (series 26) and physical sciences (series 40). On 

the other hand, CIP code 45.1301 Sociology and Anthropology is included in Series 45, and 

not Series 30, since both Sociology and Anthropology are social sciences and are therefore 

in the same series.  

2. Why are some medical sciences in Series 26, while others are in Series 51, and when 

should Series 60 be used? 

Programs focusing on basic research in biomedical fields should be included in Series 26.  

Programs focusing on clinical sciences and research should be included in Series 51.  Series 

60 includes residency programs that prepare medical doctors, osteopaths, dentists, 

veterinarians, and podiatrists for certification in recognized specialties, but do not award 

academic degrees.  For example, a program that focuses on the scientific study of the 

cardiovascular system and its disorders and diseases and prepares individuals for research 

careers should be reported in 26.0907 Cardiovascular Science. A program that prepares a 

medical doctor to do research and results in a degree other than an MD should be included 

in 51.1401 Medical Scientist. A residency program that prepares physicians to specialize in 

and manage cardiac conditions, but does not result in an academic degree, should be 

reported as 60.0504 Cardiovascular Disease. Please note that while Series 60 is included in 

the CIP, it is not reported on the IPEDS Completion Survey.   

3. When should programs be included in Series 14 Engineering vs. Series 15 Engineering 

Technologies and Engineering-Related Fields?  

Instructional programs generally lead to a bachelor’s degree or higher in one of the 

engineering fields are generally reported under Series 14. Series 14 also includes Pre-

Engineering programs designed as preparation for entry into baccalaureate-level 

engineering programs. Instructional programs that generally support the work of engineers 

and which include “technology” or “technician” in the title are generally reported under 

Series 15. Series 15 also includes engineering-related fields such as Engineering/Industrial 

Management. 

4. When should programs be reported under Series 23 English Language and 

Literature/Letters vs. Series 09 Communication, Journalism, and Related Programs?  

Programs reported under the 23 Series are generally taught in English Departments, while 

programs reported under Series 09 are generally taught in Schools of Communication or 

Communication Departments. The 23 series was reorganized to reflect the changing nature 

and structure of instructional programs offered by English Departments.  Series 23 now 

consists of the following 4 digit series:  

• English Language and Literature, General 

• Rhetoric and Composition/Writing Studies 

• Literature 

• English Literature/Letters, Other 
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Programs that combine the study of rhetoric and composition should remain in series 23 

and be reported as 23.1304 Rhetoric and Composition.  Programs that emphasize speech 

communication should now be reported under code 09.0101 Speech Communication and 

Rhetoric. This decision was made after an exhaustive scan of postsecondary institutions 

course catalogs and websites, in which it became clear that stand-alone Speech programs 

were rarely offered in English Departments, but rather offered in Communication 

Departments. 

5. When should programs be reported under 09.0100 vs. 09.0101 or 09.0102? 

Generalized, undifferentiated communication programs should be reported under code 

09.0100 Communication, General, while programs that focus on Speech Communication and 

Rhetoric, and that are taught in Communication Departments or Schools of Communication, 

should be reported under code 09.0101 Speech Communication and Rhetoric. Instructional 

programs which focus on Mass Communication or the Media should be reported under code 

09.0102 Mass Communication/ Media Studies. 

6. What is the difference between Series 05 and Series 16? Why do some of the programs 

in each series seem to overlap, and how do I choose the best code? 

Programs that focus on Area, Ethnic, Cultural or Gender Studies should be reported under 

Series 05.  Instructional programs that primarily focus on the study of foreign languages, 

along with their literature and/or linguistics, should be reported under Series 16. For 

example, instructional programs that focus on Russian Language and Literature should be 

reported under code 16.0402 Russian Language and Literature, while instructional programs 

that focus on Russian history, society, politics and culture should be reported under code 

05.0110 Russian Studies.  

Because institutions offer programs at different levels of specificity, it is necessary to 

provide CIP codes that represent the most general to the most specific types of programs; 

these programs are interrelated and will sometimes overlap. We encourage users to: (1) 

scan the content of the entire series to become familiar with the types of codes provided; 

and (2) search electronically for specific program titles found at their institution.  This 

should ensure the most accurate reporting.  For example, a CIP user would report a general 

“Asian Studies” program under 05.0103 Asian Studies/Civilization, but an “East Asian 

Studies” program under 05.0104 East Asian Studies, “Chinese Studies” under 05.0123 

Chinese Studies, and so on.  The same principle applies to the language programs in series 

16.  

7. What is the difference between “Comparative Literature” in Series 16 and “Literature” in 

Series 23? 

Programs which focus on two or more literary traditions in their original language or 

translation should be coded under 16.0104 Comparative Literature, while programs that 

focus specifically on English language literature should be reported under one of the codes 

in series 23.14.  

8. Where should degrees awarded in an undeclared major or General Studies be reported? 

Degrees that are awarded without specifying a program of study should be coded under 

24.0102 General Studies.  
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9. Where should degrees that are awarded in a student-designed majors or an 

individualized major be reported? 

Student designed majors or individualized majors which are multidisciplinary in nature and 

which cross two or more two-digit CIP series, should be reported under 30.0000 Multi-

/Interdisciplinary Studies, General. Student-designed majors or individualized majors, which 

focus on a single field of study should be reported under 24.0101 Liberal Arts and 

Sciences/Liberal Studies. For example a student designed degree in Mathematics and Music 

would be reported under code 30.0000 Multi-/Interdisciplinary Studies, General, while a 

student designed degree in Modern Thought would be reported under 24.0101 Liberal Arts 

and Sciences/Liberal Studies. 

10. What is the difference between programs reported under Series 38 vs. Series 39? 

Programs reported under Series 39 are intended for individuals that are preparing for 

religious vocations, while programs reported under Series 38 are programs that focus on 

the study of religion.  For example, an individual who is studying to become a Rabbi would 

be reported under 39.0605 Rabbinical Studies, while an individual who is studying the 

history, culture and religion of the Jewish people would be reported under 38.0206 

Jewish/Judaic Studies. 

11. Where should RN programs be coded vs. LPN programs? 

RN programs should be coded under 51.38 Registered Nursing, Nursing Administration, 

Nursing Research and Clinical Nursing, while LPNs should be reported under 51.39 Practical 

Nursing, Vocational Nursing and Nursing Assistants.  Please note that in the 2010 CIP, the 

nursing series was split across two 4-digit series to make the distinction between 

instructional programs for registered nurses (Series 51.38) and instructional programs for 

non-registered nurses (Series 51.39). 

12. What is the difference between 51.3808 Nursing Science vs. 51.3818 Nursing Practice? 

Nursing Science prepares nurses to conduct nursing research following the standards of 

academic research methodologies. Nursing Practice prepares nurses to apply the results of 

research to clinical settings--to translate evidence into practice. 

13. How should double majors be coded? 

A double major is reported when a student has completed more than one program of study, 

but will be receiving only one degree. If the student receives a degree for each program, 

then each degree should be coded separately. For example if a student pursues a double 

major in Music and Mechanical Engineering and receives a B.A. in music and a B.S. in 

Mechanical Engineering, then each of these degrees should be coded separately. On the 

other hand, if a student pursues a double major in Political Science and History and is 

awarded a single degree in Political Science and History, then the individual school needs to 

decide whether to report it under the code for Political Science or History. 
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14. Some program titles found in the Communications, Computer Sciences, and Visual and 

Performing Arts series share common words and seem to overlap.  How can I decide 

where a particular program should be reported?  

Today, more than ever, the use of computers, digital technologies, and “new media” blurs 

the distinctions among many instructional programs across broad fields of study and results 

in some overlap in program features and coursework.  At the same time, these programs 

have distinct emphases and are not truly interdisciplinary in nature.  When making a 

decision about where to report a program, you should take into account the primary 

emphasis of the program, e.g., technical skills, artistic expression, or communication.  For 

example, programs reported under 09.0702 Digital Communication and Media/Multimedia 

should focus on the communication process while programs in 50.0102 Digital Arts, General 

should focus on the expressive, artistic side.  Similarly, 11.0803 Computer Graphics 

programs should focus on technical computer tools while programs reported under 50.0409 

Graphic Design should focus on artistic skills. 

15. In series 15, what is the difference between Technology and Technician? 

The terms technology and technician can be used interchangeably. They are both included 

to reflect the fact that some states and institutions require that degrees be awarded with 

the specific title technician instead of the broader academic word technology. The CIP 

makes an effort to include such variations in order to facilitate keyword searches and 

improve the accuracy of data reporting.  

16. How is series 53 used? 

Series 53 is reserved for instructional programs offered at a postsecondary institution, 

which result in the completion of a high school or secondary school diploma or certificate. 

Because there are no subject concentrations or "majors" in most secondary level studies, 

the title of the instructional program corresponds to the title of the completion award.  In 

the United States Series 53 can be used by postsecondary institutions to report data on 

early college programs in which a student will enter the institution after their sophomore or 

junior year of high school and will complete their high school education and associate’s 

degree or bachelor’s degree simultaneously. This also applies to postsecondary institutions 

that provide the opportunity for adult students to complete their high school or secondary 

school education and receive a GED or similar high school equivalency certificate or 

diploma. Please note that while Series 53 is included in the CIP, it is not reported on the 

IPEDS Completion Survey. 

17. When should instructional programs be coded under 10.0203 Recording Arts 

Technology/Technician vs. 50.0913 Music Technology? 

Instructional programs that focus on using technology to create music should be coded 

under 50.0913, while instructional programs that focus on applying technical skills to record 

or produce sound recordings should be coded under code 10.0203. 
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18. When is it appropriate to use series 13 Education? 

Series 13 should be used for programs that prepare individuals for careers in education, 

including teachers at all levels, school and college administrators, support services for 

educational programs, and other careers related to teaching and learning theories and 

practices.  These are distinguished from majors that provide content knowledge in a 

particular field, but themselves do not prepare individuals to teach (though such individuals 

may simultaneously take courses that prepare them to seek licensure as a teacher).  For 

example, a program that prepares individuals to teach mathematics would be coded 

13.1311 Mathematics Teacher Education; a program that focuses on mathematics content 

would be coded 27.0101 Mathematics, General.   

19. Why was series 60.02 Medical Residency Programs re-organized, and what are “general” 

and “subspecialty” certificates? 

Series 60.02 was split into two four-digit series to reflect the types of certification offered by 

the 24 medical specialty boards that are part of the American Board of Medical Specialties.  

Each of these boards offers one or more “general certificates” in a particular medical 

specialty; these are included in series 60.04 “Medical Residency Programs - General 

Certificates.”  In addition, many of these boards offer “subspecialty certificates” for 

physicians who take additional training beyond the first residency program; these are 

included in series 60.05 “Medical Residency Programs - Subspecialty Certificates.”  Please 

note that while Series 60 is included in the CIP, it is not reported on the IPEDS Completion 

Survey. 

20. What are Series 28 and 29, and how are they used?  

Both Series 28 and 29 are reserved specifically for instructional programs that are taught by 

the military or at military institutions and which have no civilian analogues.  Series 28 has 

been expanded to include military sciences, operational studies, leadership, and strategic 

studies, in addition to Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC, ROTC) programs.  Series 29 

includes an expanded group of military technology and applied science programs.  Please 

note that while Series 29 is included in the CIP, it is not reported on the IPEDS Completion 

Survey. 

 

 

 


