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Panelists
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 Susan Williams

Virginia Department of Education 
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1 vs. 100
The Forum Edition



Meet the Forum….

 Member for less than 3 years

 Member for 3-9 years

 Member for 10 or more years

 LEA Member

 SEA Member

 Associate Member

 Federal Government

 Past Workgroup Member



Rules of the Game….

 Everyone needs scrap paper and a pen

 Members of the Forum (audience) stand and 

remain standing

 Write the answers on the scrap paper

 If the answer is correct, the Forum member 

remains standing

 If the answer is wrong, the Forum member sits

 One contestant will play along on the stage



Rules continued….

 The contestant gets to talk (out loud) through the question 

and the choices before deciding

 The contestant may ask for assistance from:

a bordering state

a poll of the Forum members who are still standing

a federal employee

 If the contestant’s answer is wrong, he/she is replaced by a 

Forum member who is still standing

 Last person standing wins!





In preparation for the 2007 

implementation of the two-part 

Race/Ethnicity question format, 

what Forum guide was written?

A. Guidelines for Standard Race Codes

B. CEDS

C. Managing an Identity Crisis

D. Race to the Top of Identification



INSERT COVER IMAGE of

Managing an Identity Crisis 



How many plausible alternatives 

are outlined in The Forum Guide to 

Alternative Measures of 

Socioeconomic Status in Education 

Data Systems?  

A. 3

B. 5

C. 6

D. 8





What 2012 guide introduces us to 

this Cycle of Data Use: Seek 

Information  Gather  Analyze 

 Act  Evaluate?

A. Data for Researchers

B. Taking Action with Education Data

C. Data Ethics

D. Garbage In/Garbage Out





The first Forum guide was 

published in 1990. What was 

the title?

A. A Guide to Creating a Forum

B. A Guide to Improving the National 

Education Data System

C. Understanding Education Data: A 

Congressman’s Guide

D. Requirements of an Electronic 

Student Database





What is the name of the newsletter 

that contains updates of the recent 

activities of the Forum? 

A. State of the Forum

B. The Forum Times

C. Forum Minutes

D. The Forum Voice





What brochure was designed to help 

raise awareness of the National Forum 

on Education Statistics and its many 

free resources?

A. A Partnership to Count On

B. Shared Knowledge for Shared 

Success

C. Resourceful Resources

D. Resources for Data Usage





What guides, published as a four-

part series, help states navigate 

through the implementation, 

conversation, and use of an LDS?

A. Traveling through Time

B. Longitudinal Data Systems

C. Time is on Our Side

D. Layers of Data on Students





According to The Forum Guide to the 

Teacher-Student Data Link, who is 

“accountable for a student’s or group 

of students’ learning outcomes”?

A. Head Teacher

B. Homeroom Teacher

C. Teacher of Record

D. Instructor of Record



Teacher of Record



Which Forum guide would be the 

best resource for guidance related 

to collecting data on students 

impacted by a natural disaster?

A. Crisis Data Management: A Forum 

Guide to Collecting and Managing Data 

about Displaced Students

B. Lessons from Hurricane Katrina

C. The Guide to Emergency Management

D. Safety in Numbers





Three Forum guides were written to 

help promote understanding of 

FERPA. Which Forum guide does not?

A. Forum Guide to Protecting the Privacy of 

Student Information

B. Privacy Issues in Education Staff Records

C. Forum Guide to Education Data Privacy

D. Forum Guide to the Privacy of Student 

Information





Which Forum guide was designed 

for use by school, district, and state 

staff to improve collections and use 

of disciplinary incident data?

A. Guide to Safe and Gun-free Schools

B. Guide to School Climate Data

C. Guide to Crime, Violence, and 

Discipline Incident Data

D. Safety in Numbers





Which guide defines the following:   

ACT, career cluster, career 

pathway, CTE, Perkins Act, and 

P-20W Data Governance?

A. Vocational Education Indicators

B. College and Career Ready Data

C. The Guide to Implementing P-20W 

Data Systems

D. The Guide to Reading ASVAB Scores





How many Core Practices for Effectively 

Managing Data Requests are described 

in The Forum Guide to Supporting Data 

Access for Researchers?

A. 3

B. 4

C. 5

D. 6



4 Core Practices



Which Forum guide that addresses 

accessing, presenting, and using student 

and school data in a responsible manner 

also has a corresponding online course?

A. Guide to Education Data Privacy

B. Guide to Data Access for Researchers

C. Guide to Data Ethics

D. Forum Curriculum for Improving 

Education Data



INSERT COVER IMAGE of 

Guide to Data Ethics



True or False?

SCED is a 5-digit number

A. True

B. False



 12-character SCED 

Identifier

2 Course Subject Area

3 Course Number

1 SCED Course Level

4 Available Credit/

Grade Span

2 Sequence

 Optional Attributes

37

False



Which Forum guide will help SEAs and 

LEAs determine how to collect, manage, 

and protect data for students that are 

educated outside of the typical “brick and 

mortar” setting?

A. Correspondence Courses are for Everyone

B. Accounting for Every Student

C. Elementary/Secondary Virtual Education 

Data 

D. Virtually Possible:  Finding Solutions in 

Data





In what Forum guide could a 

school find best practices for 

reporting minority students who 

drop out by country of origin?

A. Forum Guide to Education Indicators

B. Managing an Identity Crisis

C. Standards for Education Data Collecting and 

Reporting

D. Forum Guide to Collecting and Using 

Disaggregated Data on Racial/ Ethnic 

Subgroups





Which Forum guide contains 

information about COPPA?

A. Forum Guide to Core Finance Data 

Elements

B. Forum Guide to Taking Action with 

Education Data 

C. Forum Guide to Education Data Privacy 

D. Forum Guide to LEA Reporting





Which Forum guide offers best 

practice suggestions on collecting 

and using student attendance data 

to improve performance?

A. No Child Left Out

B. Every School Day Counts

C. Keeping the Door Open

D. Best Practice Guide for Improving 

Attendance



INSERT COVER IMAGE of 

Every School Day Counts



Which of the following is not a book 

in the Forum Guide to Longitudinal 

Data Systems series?

A. Effectively Managing LDS Data

B. Planning and Developing an LDS

C. What is an LDS?

D. Effectively Reporting LDS Data



Effectively Reporting LDS Data



Thank you for playing

1 vs 100

The Forum Edition!



Using Forum Products 

Montana

Marilyn King

Bozeman School District #7 (MT)



Getting the Word Out

How can our own school district and districts across the state 

learn more about SCED and Data Privacy?

 Locally
Presentation to Instructional Cabinet

Use of in-district professional development (Staff Meetings, Teacher 

Tuesdays) 

 State
Joint LEA-SEA presentation at state school administrator conference 

to present information on SCED and Data Privacy

 The Forum provides presentations and other resources in 

an Outreach Tool Kit
List of publications

Forum Publications Presentation



Presentations

 Content



Creation of a Professional Network

 Forum – list of Members

 Data usage in LEAs

Issues related to use of Educational Apps and Extensions 

(including Terms of Service, Student Privacy)

Handling of research requests

Website design

Communication to parents/community related to 

collection and use of data, privacy

Data collections



Our Situation:

Handling Research Requests

 No de-centralized process; 

no centralized process

 Taking time and human 

resources with no benefit to 

the district

 Concerns about 

student privacy

 Unsure how to communicate 

to researchers



Forum Solution

WOW!  

THIS. 

IS. SO. 

AWESOME!



What We Learned: 

Develop a Research Agenda 
 We have developed a research agenda based on our Long Range 

Strategic Plan, which encourages research in the following areas:

Technology

 Student engagement

 Student achievement

 Impact of different classroom activities on student growth

 As strategy for dropout prevention

Professional Development, Supervision, and Evaluation

 Sustainable change/building teacher capacity through embedded PD

 Teacher leadership models

Dropout Prevention

 Effectiveness of intervention strategies

 Early Warning Systems



What We Learned: 

Weigh Research Proposals
 Does the research align with the LEA’s research agenda?

 Has the research been approved by the institutional review board of the 

researcher’s organization?

 What data will the research collect/access and for what purpose?

 Are the desired data appropriate to address the research question(s)?

 Which Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), Protection of 

Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA), and National School Lunch Act 

(NSLA) considerations apply to the data that have been requested by 

the researcher?

 Which data need to be masked, de-identified, or otherwise altered to 

protect individual privacy?

 What is the proposed project’s level of disruption to the learner and the 

learning environment?



What We Learned: 

Create a Reference Landing Page 

Include training materials required of 

researchers

Create effective request forms for 

researchers



 Staff didn’t understand issues related to student privacy

 Principals didn’t know where to begin to help 

support their staff

 Lacked a communication method to our community about 

data collections and data usage

 Lacked a data governance structure with set roles 

and responsibilities

Our Situation:

Student Privacy



Forum Solution

BEST 

DAY 

EVER!!!!! 



What We Learned: 

LEA Data Governance Structures
 Primer for Staff

Overview of Education Data Privacy

 DATGOCOM – Data Governance Committee

 Definitions

 Roles and responsibilities

 Data inventory

 Protection against technical and human threats (including physical security 

and access control)

Guidance related to case studies

 Presentations that include student data

 Posting PII in a classroom or school

 FERPA training in all schools; everyone knows what PII is

 Sharing student data with volunteers, substitute teachers, community based 

organizations

 We now have Responsible Use Agreements for different categories of personnel

 We now utilize a interagency data governance agreement



 Trustees and community asked for education about our 

District’s College and Career framework

 We wanted our data to “tell the story”

 We needed to know the best way to do this

Our Situation:

Communicating Data to Stakeholders



Forum Solution

☺



What We Learned: 

How to Tell a Story Using Data

Data are shared with administrators, school board members, 

and the public in focused presentations consisting of one to 

three main points and consisting primarily of graphs. 



What We Learned: 

How to Tell a Story Using Data



Using Forum Products 

Virginia

Susan Williams

Virginia Department of Education







Day-to-Day Operations



Models for New Projects

 Virginia’s legacy state 

course code system 

based on teacher 

endorsements was 

insufficient to collect 

student-level transcript-

like course enrollment 

data

 Many options considered

 National model chosen 



Models for New Projects

 Known, unknown, and 

hybrid programs exist 

in schools

 Space is growing and 

changing rapidly

 MOPs

 Guide brought 

perspective to an 

overwhelming situation



Tuesday Telegram

 Weekly newsletter from 

EIM (VDOE)

 CRDC information

 Announce the Summer 

Data Conference

 Ask questions/polls for 

SCED workgroup

 Announce release of 

new Forum Guides



Tuesday Telegram on Dec 6, 2016



Lawsuits

 FOIA request

 Requester wanted test 

results and growth data 

with anonymous but 

longitudinal teacher and 

student IDs for 3 years

 Helped illustrate that if 

one side of the link is 

decoded, the other can 

be too



Parent Communication

 Parent refused to 

provide the 

race/ethnicity data and 

questioned motives and 

authority to collect it

 Professional publication 

to support work



Last Minute Gift Ideas

 Happy Birthday

 Merry Christmas

 Happy Earth Day

 Nothing says “I care about 

you professionally” than a 

stylized sheet of 'how-to-

do’ something useful



Thank You!


	Untitled



