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Panelists

 Steve Smith, Moderator

Cambridge Public Schools (MA)

 Janis Brown

Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education

 Linda Rocks 

Bossier Parish School System (LA)

 Dede Conner

Kentucky Department of Education
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Purpose

 Purpose of the panel: to provide updates on the Civil Rights Data 

Collection and present real-life reporting experiences from an LEA and 

also an SEA that reports almost 92 percent of the data for its LEAs 

(SEA participation is completely voluntary and not required)
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The Civil Rights Data Collection

Janis Brown, Ph.D.

CRDC Program Manager

Office for Civil Rights



Overview and Purpose

 The Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC), which began in 
1968, is a biennial collection of district- and school-level data
The collection was formerly administered as the Elementary and 

Secondary School Survey (E&S Survey) 

 The data are collected from every school district for all public 
schools within a district

 The CRDC is an important aspect of the Office for Civil Rights’ 
overall strategy for administering and enforcing the civil rights 
statutes for which it is responsible

 The CRDC collects data on leading civil rights indicators 
related to access and barriers to educational opportunity at the 
early childhood through grade 12 levels
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Statutory Authority

 The CRDC data are collected pursuant to the 1979 Department of 
Education Organization Act, 20 U.S.C. § 3413(c)(1), and the 
Department’s regulations implementing:

 Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, race, color, and national origin 
discrimination, 34 C.F.R. § 100.6(b)

 Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, sex discrimination, 34 
C.F.R. § 106.71

 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, disability discrimination, 34 
C.F.R. § 104.61

 In addition, Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 
1111(h)(1)(c)(viii) of ESEA, requires state and local educational 
agencies to include information in their state and local report cards
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Survey Population

 Historically, the CRDC has collected data from a sample of about 

6,000 school districts across the nation

 The 2009-10 CRDC was the last sample and it expanded the collection to 

include long-term, secure juvenile justice facilities

 Beginning with the 2011-12 school year, the CRDC has been 

universe collections that include approximately 17,000 school 

districts and 95,500 schools

 The CRDC collects data from all public school districts and schools 

that serve:

 Students attending at least 50% of the day

 More than 5 students for more than 60 cumulative days
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Survey Population continued

A school includes: 

– Public schools

– Charter schools

– Alternative schools

– Schools serving students with disabilities

– Juvenile justice facilities

– “State operated programs” in which the school district is 

responsible for providing educational services
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Data Elements
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Enrollment & 

School 

Characteristics
• Overall Enrollment

• Preschool

• IDEA and Section 

504

• Interscholastic 

Athletics

• Single Sex Classes

Discipline, Bullying or 

Harassment, Restraint & 

Seclusion
• Corporal punishment

• Suspensions: in-school and out-

of-school 

• Expulsions: with & without ed. 

services, zero tolerance

• Referrals to Law enforcement & 

School-related Arrests

• Instances of mechanical & 

physical restraint, and Seclusion

• Bullying or harassment on the 

basis of sex, national origin, and 

disability

College & Career Readiness
• Geometry: courses & enrollment

• Algebra II: courses & enrollment

• Other Advanced Mathematics: 

courses & enrollment

• Calculus: courses & enrollment

• Biology: courses & enrollment

• Chemistry: courses & enrollment

• Physics: courses & enrollment

• AP: Courses, Test-taking & Test-Passing

• IB Enrollment

• SAT/ACT

Staffing & Resources
• Teacher Experience

• Teacher Absenteeism

• Teacher Certification 

• School Counselors

• School-level 

Expenditures

Pathways to College & Career
• Early Childhood Education

• Gifted & Talented

• Algebra I Enrollment and Passing 

by grade

• Student Retention by grade

Most student count data are disaggregated by race/ethnicity, sex, English learner, and disability status.
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2013-14 CRDC Status
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• The 2013-14 CRDC data collection closed on December 31, 2015
– 99 percent of school districts submitted and certified their data

• Data released
– “First Look” Report and Data Files (June 7, 2016)

– “Protecting the Civil Rights of Students in the Juvenile Justice System” 
Report (December 2016)

– Civil Rights Coordinators webpage

– OCR data reporting website (ocrdata.ed.gov)

• Other products released by ED partners
– Chronic absenteeism Story Map (June 2016)

– Corporal punishment Map (November 2016) 

– Data provided for Rethink Discipline (December 2016)

• Upcoming release: State and National Estimations (Summer 2017)



2015-16 CRDC Status -- Certification

LEA Did Not 

Start 

Submission

LEA Did Not 

Complete

Submission

LEA Certified 

Submission

Total Number 

of LEAs

5 29 17,336 17,370

0.03% 0.17% 99.8%
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2015-16 CRDC Status – Partner Support 

Center

Source of Ticket Number

Phone 9,592

Email 9,477

Outreach 3,323

Voicemail 591

Department of Education 1

Fax 2

TOTAL 22,986
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2015-16 CRDC Status – Communities 

Website

GRADS360 Website Total
Documents Viewed 133,041

Documents Downloaded 108,884
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2017-18 CRDC Status

• Information collection package is in the 30-day OMB clearance 
process and a Federal Register Notice (https://www.regulations.gov) 
seeking input from the public was published on July 21, 2017

• Public comment period will end on August 21, 2017

 OCR is proposing the following material changes:
 Add new items on computer science classes and school internet access

 Re-introduce LEA-level overall student enrollment item

 Drop chronic student absenteeism item

 Drop Advanced Placement course exam results item and high school 
equivalency program exam results item
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https://www.regulations.gov/
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Bossier Parish School System
Linda Rocks

 My history with the CRDC

 Participant on the CRDC advisory panel via the Forum and OCR

 Vendor support for 2015-16

 Lessons learned
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Partial View of Flat File
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Instructions for Flat File
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New Option for an Excel Template



20

Automatic csv File Generation



Optional Items : Required Items
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 Use the support tools

 Scrutinize the questions and 

definitions

 Verify your vendor does 

likewise

 Scrutinize vendor results

Lessons Learned
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Kentucky Department of Education
Dede Conner

Key considerations:

 Take advantage of previously collected data

 Reduce burden on districts

SEA Assistance – it’s been a journey.

 2011-12 – created adhoc reports for school/LEA use – primarily around 

courses

 2013-14 – State assistance with reporting – prepopulated data

 2015-16 – State assistance with reporting – prepopulated data

Communicate….Communicate…..Communicate



CRDC – Kentucky’s Approach

SEA extracts data 
and populates 

CRDC with data 
from SIS and 

financial reports

Locally enter 
data into 
Student 

Information 
System (SIS) and 

financial 
systems 

throughout year

CRDC LEA reviews SEA 
populated data, 

updates data if needed 
and uploads missing 
data; resolves errors 

before final validation. 

LEA & School data……………..…KDE creates file extracts and loads data to CRDC System …………Local validation and data upload

State creates a state-specific timeline to allow time for local verification before school/LEAs begin loading data.



KY Feedback from 2015-16 Collection

 LEA staff working on CRDC:
 Ranges from 1 person to 50

 Average 2.5 working on CRDC; median 2.5

 Hours spent working on CRDC:
 Ranges from 2 hours to 500 hours

 Average 70 hours; median 40 hours.

 SEA assistance reduces local workload: 
 50% by more than a week

 21% by 3-5 days

 17% by 2-3 days

 12% by a day or less

Kentucky Stats

Students:               655,000

LEAs:                              173

Schools: 1,542

Benefits of SEA Help

• 1 week per LEA = 6,920 

hours statewide.

• State effort minimal in 

comparison

• Reducing school/LEA burden 

– provides more time for local 

student/school support



KY Feedback from 2015-16 Collection

 “It has helped tremendously that KDE populates the data. It is just an overwhelming 
report.” “KDE does a wonderful job helping with this beast.” “Thank you so much for 
what you do.  I can't imagine doing this report without the data pulls.  Just verifying the 
data takes hours upon hours.”

 “Continue the webinars, etc. to keep everyone informed.”

 “I would love to see this become a report that could be generated through KDE instead 
of having to be completed by the district.  This report takes a huge amount of time to 
do correctly.  Lots of resources are spent to complete this report every other year.”

 Perhaps not a data anomaly, but errors were created in the pre-population that were 
remedied simply by hand deleting. This would seem to be easily remedied so as not to 
take so much time with individuals at the district level just scrolling and clicking.

 The 0/NA process is tedious.  Why should I have to review preschool questions or 
even just flip through them for a high school or vice versa?  This would have improved 
my "speed".  Also, for already overworked employees it is difficult to hear that logging 
on very early or very late will allow one to move through fields/screens more quickly as 
the report is being done pretty much nationwide.



KY Feedback from 2015-16 Collection

 “Would like to know if there are specific results of all this data 
collection and how is the data used.”

 “This report really doesn't give us any usable information in my 
opinion.”

 “Our district is so small and the minority population is less than 2%, 
including African-American and Hispanic, it's a lot of time spent on a 
report that due to the previously mentioned, doesn't really effect the 
education of our students.  Quite understandable for larger districts 
with multiple minorities, etc.”

 “This report takes a great deal of time.  In order to do it correctly all 
data is checked, even though it is prepopulated.  This report does not 
serve a purpose for our district.  It does not assist us in educating 
students, which is our priority.  I wish we could review the usefulness 
of this report in the future.”



CRDC – Benefits to SEA

 Reduces burden on schools and LEA.  

 Good public relations for SEA.

 Schools/LEAs see value in State having data and using it 

for purpose that benefits them.

 Data quality refinement – schools/LEA have opportunity 

to validate their data in CRDC  – as issues with data 

quality arise, they can be addressed locally.  Data quality 

improves as data is used.



KY CRDC – What’s Next

 Continue to refine data extracts – work with districts to find out 
what data they had to change –
District may have non-standard approach that needs to be reviewed

KDE may be able to modify ETL extracts to improve reporting and/or 
reduce errors.

Partner with finance area to expand reporting.

 Add additional adhocs/reports to reduce the burden on the 
validation process.

 CRDC data not already available will be added to School 
Report Card.

Each year it gets easier!  We’ll continue to assist in 2017-18 
collection.
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QUESTIONS?
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Forum Guide to Reporting Civil Rights Data

 Available soon on the Forum website

 Conference session tomorrow, Tuesday, August 1 at 2:30 p.m. in the 

Pennsylvania Room



Thank You!
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