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Office of Educational Technology
tech.ed.gov

o Develops national educational technology policy

o Supports the President’s and Secretary’s 

priorities by promoting equity of access, 

ensuring connectivity, and leading cutting edge 

research

o Housed in the Office of the Deputy Secretary & 

works in collaboration with other ED offices, the 

White House, & other federal agencies on 

issues related to the effective use of technology 

to support learning.



What does it mean to be 

Future Ready? 



Given:
Need for Technology to Support Learning



Given:
Need for High Speed 

Wireless in Every Classroom



Given:
Professional Development for Teachers is 

More Important than Buying Devices



Future Given #1:
District/School Leaders Responsible for 

Setting Vision for Technology



Future Given #2:
Traditional Textbooks no Longer 

Meet Our Needs





Don’t Simply Digitize



Future Given #3:
Access at Home is Essential



Future Given #4:
Tech is a Tool for Equity



“If the technology revolution 

only happens for families that 

already have money and 

education, then it’s not really 

a revolution.”

- Arne Duncan



All Means All

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Legislative Updates





Title IVA 

Educational Technology



2016 National Education 

Technology Plan (NETP16)

@OfficeOfEdTech



tech.ed.gov/netp











Coming Soon

Higher Education NETP



Future Ready: 

Framework for Transformation

Takecia Saylor, Deputy Director
Office of Educational Technology • US Department of 

Education

@OfficeOfEdTech

@saytnj

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Connectivity
Professional 

Learning

High-Quality Devices 

& Software

High-Quality, 

Affordable Digital 

Resources

www.whitehouse.gov/connectED

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Future Ready

Pledge

futurereadyschools.org/pledge

#FutureReady

#FutureReady #ISTE2016





Over 2200 Future Ready Pledge Signers 

#FutureReady #ISTE2016

Impacts over 16.3 million Students



13 Future Ready Regional Summits 

Raleigh, NCC February 11-12

Vancouver, WA February 17-18

Atlanta, GA March 25-26

Phoenix, AZ April 13-14

Providence, RI April 21-22

St. Louis, MO April 28-29

San Francisco, CA May 4-5

Houston, TX May 18-19

Baltimore, MD June 8-9

Denver, CO June 11-12

Chicago, IL June 15-16

Pittsburgh, PA June 22-23

Orange County, CA August 4-5

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Future Ready Focus Areas

● Collaborative Leadership

● Robust Infrastructure

● Personalized Professional 

Learning

● Personalized Student 

Learning

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



#FutureReady #ISTE2016





Connecting Schools a Top Priority

“In a country where we expect 

free wi-fi with our coffee, we 

should definitely demand it in 

our schools”

~ President Obama

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Robust InfrastructureRobust Infrastructure 

Need to swap photo 

Robust Infrastructure 
#FutureReady #ISTE2016



● High-Speed Connectivity to Schools

● Data Privacy and Security

● High-Speed Wifi Throughout Schools

● High-Quality Low-Cost Devices

● Home Internet Access

● Digital Citizenship & Responsible Use

● Quality Digital Content and Resources 

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Personalized Student Learning
#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Future Ready 

District Pledge

tech.ed.gov/FutureReady

#FutureReady
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Why #GoOpen?

Why now?

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



The goal is changing

The approach is changing

The infrastructure is changing

Our materials are not keeping pace.

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



#GoOpen Focus

Proof Points 

Guidance & Support

Infrastructure

#GoOpen #ISTE2016



#GoOpen Proof Points 

63 #GoOpen Districts

15 #GoOpen States

ASCD #GoOpen Case Studies

12 #GoOpen Stories @ 

tech.ed.gov/stories

#GoOpen #ISTE2016



15 #GoOpen States
● Arizona

● Georgia

● Illinois

● Indiana

● Maryland

● Massachusetts

● Michigan

● North Carolina

● Oklahoma

● Oregon

● Rhode Island

● Utah

● Vermont

● Virginia

● Wisconsin 



#GoOpen State Commitments

o Adopt/Implement a statewide technology strategy that includes the use of 

openly licensed resources as a central component

o Develop (if not already created) and maintain a statewide repository solution for 

openly licensed resources.

o Develop the technical capability to publish OER to the Learning Registry

o Participate in a community of practice with other #GoOpen states and districts 

to share learning resources and professional development resources

o Create a section on your website (e.g. www.yourwebsite.gov/open or similar) to 

share your commitment to #GoOpen and document your state’s progress

http://www.website.gov/open


#GoOpen Guidance & Support

Creative Commons

ASCD

CDE/ISTE



ASCD Case Study: COW Project 

“There isn’t any off-the-shelf content 

for what [we are] teaching. Everything

had to be something [we] had built, 

adopted, or adapted.”

 



ASCD Survey: How Prevalent Is the Use of Open Educational 

Materials?

Very

52%

Somewhat



tech.ed.gov/open

#GoOpen #ISTE2016



#GoOpen Infrastructure

New Platforms

New Capabilities

New Content Indexed in Learning 

Registry

#GoOpen #ISTE2016



#GoOpen Platforms 

#GoOpen #ISTE2016

Amazon Edmodo Follett

Microsoft OER Commons



#GoOpen #ISTE2016



Rapid Cycle Evaluations for Ed Tech
tech.ed.gov/rcte



Districts Rely More on Peer Recommendations and Pilots 

than Rigorous Evidence

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Take 

Too Long

+

Too 

Expensive

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Not Iterative

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Serve Different Purposes 

traditional 

research 

= 

causal 

connections 

#FutureReady #ISTE2016



Most Pilots





Identifying partner districts and 

schools to pilot this fall



Additional Slides that could be moved up 

into the presentation

tureReady #ISTE2016#Fu
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