
 

A SNAPSHOT 



2 

What is the Education Data Inventory? 

• It describes data reported to the Department of 
Education—grant activities, administrative data, 
and statistical data 

• It includes descriptive information 
– about each data collection (metadata) and  
– on the specific data elements in each data 

collections  
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Why was the Inventory Created? 

• To identify existing data and improve access 

• To achieve data transparency with the public 
about the data ED collects and maintains  

• To ensure responsible data management at ED 

• To improve the coordination of data collections 
across ED program offices  

• To comply with OMB Directive M-13-13 (May 9, 
2013). 
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How was the Inventory Prepared? 

• ED’s Data Strategy Team created a working group 
with members from offices that collect and manage 
data  

• Initial data entry was done by a small team of 
statisticians and assistants from one ED office 

• Drew primarily from relevant fields in the OMB 
Information Collection Request (ICR) packages  

• Plan is for continual updates as part of the Information 
Collection Request process 
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How is the Inventory Organized? 

• A Series is a collection of studies that are 
repeated over time 

• Search for data files or data elements 
(variables) at the series or study level 

• Links to study home page and links to data file 
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Series 
Study 



How can you use the Inventory?  Research 
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How can you use the Inventory?  Transparency 
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How can you use the Inventory?  One Stop Shopping 

 

NPEFS 

PEELS 

 

CRDC 
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What’s Next?  Process Improvement 

• Institutionalize ongoing data entry as a regular 
component in the ED data management process 

- Balance need for transparency and public 
access versus staff burden 

• Leveraging technology to consolidate data entry 
for OMB package and ED Data Inventory 
  -  This gets 95% of the metadata 
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What’s Next?  Inventory governance 

• Using existing governance boards to clarify 
Program Office roles and responsibilities 
across ED 

• Developing ED Inventory quality assurance 
program 
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Summary 

• The ED Inventory is a publicly accessible metadata 
system that describes data reported to or collected 
by ED. 

• Users can search for descriptions of study variables 
and attributes of data collected by ED. 

• ED is streamlining internal Inventory input 
processes to reduce reporting burden, accelerate 
content publication, and ensure Inventory 
sustainability. 
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Questions? 
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What’s Next? 

• Why Inventory is evolving 
- Cumbersome input process limits sustainability 

and cost effectiveness 
 

• Studying lessons learned 
-  Process improvement 
-  Increasing Inventory awareness 
-  Establishing Inventory governance policy 
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What’s Next? Increasing Awareness 

• Establishment of Inventory Help Desk 
     -  Respond to external user questions and 

feedback 
     -  Assist internal users on input process 

• Internal tool promotion 
     -  Lunch and learn sessions 
     -  Blog post on Ed.gov 
     -  Training videos 
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Agenda 

• What is the Education Data Inventory? 
– What is it and how it originated? 

• How You Can Use It 
– Interpreting the data 
– Discussion of benefits 

• What’s Next?  
– What we’re doing to improve the tool 
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