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YOUR CHALLENGE 

1) Create a table in PowerStats that answers the following 
research question: 

• What is the 25th, 50th, and 75th percentile for the number 
of hours all 2007-08 graduate students worked per week 
on schoolwork outside of the classroom… 

• among those who were pursuing an MBA, a master’s of 
education or teaching, and any other master’s degree 
program; and 

• among those who earned their bachelor’s degree before 
1997, between 1997 and 2004, and after 2004? 

2) Check your table against the included answer table. 

3) Compare the steps you took to create your table with the  
steps taken to create the included answer table. 
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READY FOR THE ANSWER TABLE? 

Have you created your table? 

 

Do not turn the page until you are ready to see the answer table. 
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ANSWER TABLE 
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STEPS TO CREATE THE ANSWER TABLE 

Step 1: Log in 

Step 2: Access the create new table feature 

Step 3: Choose a group of students (dataset) 

Step 4: Choose a type of table 

Step 5: Select a column variable 

Step 6: Select row variables 

Step 7: Run your table 
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1. LOG IN 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Go to the NCES DataLab page: 
http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/ 
 

2. Click the PowerStats icon or 
Go under the PowerStats icon. 
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1. LOG IN, CONTINUED 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
3. Enter your user e-mail 

and password. 
 
4. Read the usage 

agreement. 
 
5. Check I agree to the 

terms above. 
 
6. Click Login. 
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2. ACCESS THE CREATE NEW TABLE FEATURE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Click the Table icon 

under Create New. 
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3. CHOOSE A GROUP OF STUDENTS (DATASET) 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Click Graduate students 
or drag it to the Group box. 
 
The Group box is updated 
with your selection. 
 
Information about the 
dataset and different 
cohorts  appear in the 
Work Space. 
 

2. At the bottom of the 
column labeled “were 
graduate and first-
professional students 
when interviewed in 
2008” click Select. 
 

TIP 
Use the QuickSelect by 
dataset name option if 
you are already familiar 
with NCES datasets. 
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4. CHOOSE A TYPE OF TABLE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Click the Centiles icon. 
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5. SELECT A COLUMN VARIABLE 

TIP 
The dependent variable 
in your research question 
should be added as a 
column variable.  
Independent variables 
should be added as row 
variables. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 

 
1. Type “schoolwork” 

in the Find Variables 
box and click Go.  
 

2. Under Search Result, 
click Hours per week 
on schoolwork outside 
of class.  
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5. SELECT A COLUMN VARIABLE: VARIABLE INFORMATION 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
3. The Variable Information screen, which includes the three tabs shown 

below and to the right, appears. Click Centile under the Use Variable 
tab to select this variable as a column.   

 
TIP 
You can also select Hours per week on schoolwork outside of class as your 
centile variable by dragging it to the Centile box in the Work Space. The 
Variable Information screen and its tabs will not appear using this method.  

View descriptive statistics tab 

Get more info tab 

Use variable tab 
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5. SELECT A COLUMN VARIABLE: OPTIONS 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

4. This Options screen appears. 
Select Include zeros and click Save. 

 
TIP 
Choose Include zeros so that the 
centile calculations include all 
graduate students – even those  
working 0 hours per week on 
schoolwork outside of class.  
 
Your research question and the 
Applies to field determine whether 
you should include or exclude zeros. 
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5. SELECT A COLUMN VARIABLE 

TIP 
The Work Space displays 
the centile variable 
selected and the columns 
that will be generated. 
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6. SELECT FIRST ROW VARIABLE  

TIP 
Independent variables in your 
research question should be 
added as row variables. (The 
dependent variable should be 
added as a column variable.) 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Under All Variables, click         

next to Academics to find the 
variable with the master’s 
degree detail you need.  

 
2. Click on Graduate and first 

professional degree programs.  
 
TIP 
The variable containing the 
master’s degree detail you need 
can also be found by entering 
“education or teaching” into 
the find variables box. 
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6. SELECT FIRST ROW VARIABLE: VARIABLE INFORMATION 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
3. The Variable Information screen, which includes the three tabs shown 

below and to the right, appears. Click the View descriptive statistics tab 
and scroll through the categories to confirm this variable contains the 
categories you need. 

 
4. Return to the Use variable tab and click Row. 

 
TIP 
You can also select Graduate and first professional degree programs as 
your row variable by dragging it to the Row box in the Work Space. The 
Variable Information screen and its tabs will not appear using this method. 

View descriptive statistics tab 

Get more info tab 

Use variable tab
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6. SELECT FIRST ROW VARIABLE: OPTIONS 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

5. The Options screen appears. 
Click Make My Own Categories

 
 

 
 

 

. 
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6. SELECT FIRST ROW VARIABLE: OPTIONS 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

6. Create the first 
category by 
checking the box
next to Master 
of Business 
Administration 
(MBA) and then 
scrolling down 
to the bottom 
of the window 
to click Create 
Group. 

 
7. Create the 

second category 
by checking 
the box next 
to Master of 
Education or 
Teaching and 
then scrolling 
down to the 
bottom of the 
window to click 
Create Group. 
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6. SELECT FIRST ROW VARIABLE: OPTIONS 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

8. Create the third 
category by 
checking the 
boxes next to 
all remaining 
master’s degree 
programs, 
scrolling down 
to the bottom 
of the window 
to provide a 
label in the New 
Category Label 
box, and clicking 
Create Group. 

 
9. Review all of the 

groups created 
for accuracy and 
then click Save. 
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6. SELECT SECOND ROW VARIABLE  

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Type “year received bachelor’s 

degree” in the Find Variables 
box and click Go.  
 

2. Under Search Result, drag Year 
received bachelor’s degree to 
the second box under Rows.  
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6. SELECT SECOND ROW VARIABLE: OPTIONS 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

3. The Options screen appears. 
Click View descriptive statistics 
to view the minimum and 
maximum values for this 
variable.  

 
4. The research question asked 

about those who received their 
bachelor’s degree before 1997, 
between 1997 and 2004, and 
after 2004. Enter start and 
end values accordingly and 
then click Save. 

 
TIP 
Descriptive statistics can help in 
deciding a start value to enter.  
 
Also remember that values are 
inclusive.   
 
Adding an end value in your 
final row is optional. 
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6. SELECT ROW VARIABLES 

TIP 
The Work Space displays 
the row variables selected. 
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7. RUN YOUR TABLE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Click Create Table. 
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YOUR TABLE 
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