
Common Core of Data (CCD) Fiscal Overview 
The CCD is one of the National Center for Education Statistics’ (NCES) primary survey programs 
covering public elementary and secondary education. It provides a comprehensive annual collection of 
statistical data on all public elementary and secondary (prekindergarten through grade 12) schools and 
local education agencies (also referred to as school districts) in the United States.  

The CCD includes three fiscal surveys collected by the U.S. Census Bureau (Census) for NCES under an 
interagency agreement:  

• National Public Education Financial Survey (NPEFS)—provides detailed school finance data at 
the state level, including average daily attendance (ADA); revenues by source (local, state, and 
federal); and expenditures by function (instruction, support services, and non-instruction), 
subfunction (e.g., school administration), and object (e.g., salaries). This survey also includes 
capital outlay and debt service expenditures. State education agencies (SEAs) in the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, and five U.S. Island Areas (American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands) report finance data to 
NPEFS.  

• School District Finance Survey (F-33)—provides detailed school finance data at the school district 
level, including revenues by source; expenditures by function, subfunction, and object; debt; and 
cash and investments held at the end of the fiscal year. SEAs in the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia report finance data to F-33. The F-33 data file does not include national or state totals. 
Although both NCES and Census publish F-33 data, the published files differ in their treatment of 
independent charter school districts, state payments made on behalf of school districts, and the 
classification of certain state and local tax revenue. For additional detail on these differences, see 
the ues. For additional detail on these differences, see the School District Finance Survey (F-33) 
Data User’s Guide available at https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/online_documentation.asp (see “NCES and 
U.S. Census Bureau F-33 Reporting Differences”). 

• School-Level Finance Survey (SLFS)—provides detailed school-level expenditure data by 
function, subfunction, and object in a manner consistent with NPEFS and F-33. SEAs in the 50 
states and the District of Columbia report school-level finance data to SLFS. The SLFS data file 
does not include national or state totals. In addition to school-level expenditure data, the file 
includes residual district-level expenditures for amounts that could not be allocated to the school 
level.  

SEAs appoint state fiscal coordinators to work with NCES and Census to ensure the submission of 
accurate and comparable school finance data across the CCD fiscal surveys. NCES and Census provide 
annual training to state fiscal coordinators on survey instructions and reporting procedures to promote 
accurate, timely, and consistent reporting. The NCES accounting handbook, Financial Accounting for 
Local and State School Systems: 2014 Edition, provides uniform accounting standards and guidance that 
support consistent financial reporting across all CCD fiscal surveys. 

 

https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/online_documentation.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2015/2015347.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2015/2015347.pdf


CCD Fiscal 
Surveys 

Common Core of Data (CCD) Fiscal Overview 
CCD fiscal data are collected at three different levels – state, school district, and school – to support 
different analytical needs. 
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Increasing level of reporting detail 

For more information about each survey, see the survey user guides (Common Core of Data (CCD) - 
CCD Online Documentation). 

 

https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/online_documentation.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/online_documentation.asp
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