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CCD LEA- and school-level file releases include 3 sets of variables for users to characterize the level of instruction in the school:  
1. Grades offered flags.  These are 18 Yes/No flags from PK through Grade 13, plus Ungraded, Adult education, and No Grades offered.  This information is submitted by the states.  
2. GSLO and GSHI.  GSLO is the lowest grade offered in the school and GSHI is the highest grade offered in the school.  These two variables are derived based on the grades offered flags.  
3. LEVEL.  This variable is derived and describes the general characteristic of the school or LEA.  

This document describes changes to LEVEL made starting with the SY 2017-18 Preliminary 1a public file release.

Through the SY 2016-17 file release, there were a total of 8 possible values for LEVEL and most LEAs and schools were assigned to one of three main values (Elementary, Middle, and High).  All LEVEL assignments were based the lowest grade (GSLO) and highest grade (GSHI) reported for the school as follows:

	LEVEL (Approach used through SY 2016-17)
	Definition/Logic Used

	Elementary
	GSLO = PK, KG, 01, 02, 03, or 04 and GSHI = PK, KG, 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, or 08

	Middle
	GSLO = 05, 06, 07, or 08 and GSHI = 05, 06, 07, or 08

	High
	GSLO = 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, or 13 and GSHI = 12 or 13 then High

	Ungraded
	GSLO = UG and GSHI = UG

	Adult Education
	GSLO = AE and GSHI = AE

	Not Applicable
	GSLO = N and GSHI = N

	Not Reported
	GSLO = M and GSHI = M

	Other
	all other combinations



Starting with the SY 2017-18 Preliminary 1a CCD files, ED revised the logic to derive LEVEL with the primary goal of recategorizing as many of the schools in the “Other” category into categories that are more meaningful for data users.  The new approach uses 5 main LEVEL values (Prekindergarten, Elementary, Middle, Secondary, and High).  Rather than solely rely on GSLO and GSHI to derive LEVEL, the new approach also uses the exact grades reported to determine the preponderance of grade types served by the school.  Note also that LEVEL now has two categories that are new for SY 2017-18 Preliminary 1a – Prekindergarten and Secondary, which are schools that offer instruction at the secondary level but do not offer Grade 12.  The details of the new approach are shown in the table below.

	Level (Approach used from SY 2017-18 onward)
	Definition/Logic Used

	Prekindergarten (NEW)
	GSLO = PK and GSHI = PK

	Elementary
	Grade K, 1, 2, 3, or 4 offered, number of elementary grades greater than number of middle grades

	Middle
	Grade 5, 6, 7, or 8 offered, number of middle grades greater than number of elementary or secondary grades

	Secondary (NEW)
	Grade 9, 10, or 11 offered, number of secondary grades greater than number of middle grades, no grade 12 offered*

	High
	Grade 12 offered, if other secondary grades offered, number of secondary grades greater than number of middle grades*

	Other
	Both elementary and secondary/high grades or grades in all 3 levels (elementary, middle, secondary/high) 

	Ungraded
	GSLO = UG and GSHI = UG (no change)

	Adult Education
	GSLO = AE and GSHI = AE (no change)

	Not Applicable
	GSLO = N and GSHI = N (no change)

	Not Reported
	GSLO = M and GSHI = M (no change)


*	Note that schools and LEAs that offer instruction in grades 9, 10, 11, and/or 12 that also offer Grade PK or K (but instruction in no other grades) were classified as High in SY 2016-17 and prior years and will be classified as Secondary or High in SY 2017-18 and going forward.  

In the event that a school has an equal number of grades in more than one school level, the following tie-breakers are applied:  
· If a school has the same number of grades offered at the Elementary-Middle level the assignment is Elementary.  
· If a school has the same number of grades offered at the Middle-High or Middle-Secondary levels, the level assignment is High or Secondary, respectively. 

This change had a modest impact on the assignment of LEVEL at the LEA and school levels that are described and visualized using SY 2017-18 0a data below.  
[image: ]Changes at the LEA Level:
· Using both the legacy and revised approaches, approximately two thirds of LEAs are classified as other, as school districts generally provide instruction at all educational levels.  
· The level assignment for 427 (2%) LEAs operational in SY 2017-18 changed with the new approach.
· The new approach moved 56 LEAs to the new PreK grouping and 47 LEAs to the new secondary grouping.



[image: ]Changes at the School Level:  
· The level assignment for 5,591 schools (6%) changed with the new approach.
· The level assignment for 989 schools (631 elementary, 126 secondary, and 232 high) was determined using a tie-breaker.
· Most of the change was in the recategorization of schools that had been “Other” into more specific categories.
· The new approach moved 1,419 schools to the new PreK grouping and 559 schools to the new secondary grouping.  The number of schools classified as “other” decreased from 7,193 to 3,823.
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