APPENDIX B. Response Rates and State Specific Notes 

NCES Common Core of Data State Dropout and Completion Data File: 
School Year 2008–09

Response rates—California, Nevada, the Department of Defense Dependents Schools (overseas and domestic), the Bureau of Indian Education, the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands, American Samoa, and Guam did not report usable high school completion data for the 2008–09 school year during the CCD reporting period.  
· Graduation data presented in this data files for Nevada have been imputed at the state level based on the 2007–08 graduates and the enrollment data reported for school years 2004–05 through 2008–09.  Imputations were performed such that the prior year graduation rate was maintained.  The race/ethnicity graduate counts were derived from the prior year, 12th grade to diploma ratio and then raked to the imputed total diploma count.  The AFGR could not be calculated by race/ethnicity for Nevada because enrollments by race/ethnicity were not reported for the 2004–05 school year.  Data are not available by gender because no imputations were performed on the district-level data.

· California did not report graduation data for 2008–09.  Data presented in this report and the accompanying data files for California have been imputed at the state level.  Imputations were performed such that the prior year graduation rates were maintained at the race/ethnicity level.  Data are not available by gender because no imputations were performed on the district-level data.  
California, Nevada, the Department of Defense Dependents Schools (overseas and domestic), the Bureau of Indian Education, American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands did not report usable dropout data for the 2008–09 school year during the CCD reporting period.  
· Due to a policy in Vermont of suppressing any dropout counts with a magnitude of 10 or lower, the extent of missing data at the district level and the race/ethnicity detail at the state level resulted in the full suppression of district level dropout counts and race/ethnicity dropout counts at the state level for Vermont.  Because Vermont has been suppressing these data for several years it was not possible to accurately impute the dropout rates for Vermont.  

· California and Nevada did not report dropout data for 2008–09.  Data presented in this report and the accompanying data files for California and Nevada have been imputed at the state level.  Imputations maintained prior year dropout rates by race/ethnicity.  Prior year dropout rates, by race/ethnicity, were applied to the current year enrollments to determine the current year dropout counts.  Dropout counts and rates by grade were imputed by applying the prior year dropout rates to the current year enrollments and then raking the results to match the race/ethnicity subtotals.  Data are not available by gender because no imputations were performed on the district-level data.  

· Puerto Rico reported dropout counts that would have resulted in dropout rates below 1 percent, an unreasonably low rate for any state or jurisdiction, and were thereby suppressed.

· The Bureau of Indian Education, Department of Defense dependent schools (domestic and overseas), American Samoa, the Northern Marianas, and Guam did not report dropouts.  
State specific notes—For 2008–09, Maine reported data for some semi-private schools that receive more than 60 percent of their funding through public sources.  This caused some issues with the calculation of the AFGR as the numerator is 2008–09 data and the denominator is made up of 2004–05, 2005–06, and 2006–07 data.  In these earlier years the enrollments did not include students from these semi-private schools.  For 2008–09 1,169 students attending semi-private schools received a regular diploma.  If these diplomas were left in for the calculation of the AFGR then Maine would have an AFGR of (14,093 / 16,166) or 87.0 percent.  Excluding these 1,169 regular diplomas produces an AFGR of (12,924 / 16,166) or 79.9 percent.  This latter rate is more in-line with AFGRs produced for Maine in earlier years and within the normal distribution of AFGR values across states.  The 14,093 regular diplomas is included in the diploma count reported for Maine but only 12,924 diplomas were used to calculate the AFGR value for Maine.  Thus, the reported numerator and denominator for the AFGR for Maine cannot be used to calculate the AFGR reported on the file for Maine.
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