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Table 394.—Pupils per teacher in public and private elementary and secondary schools, by level of education:
Selected countries, 1985 to 1998

Country Elementary
Junior high schools
(lower secondary)

Senior high schools
(upper secondary)

1985 1990 1994 1996 1998 1985 1990 1994 1996 1998 1985 1990 1994 1996 1998

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Australia ............................... 1 13.8 — 18.5 18.1 17.9 — — — — 14.7 3.2 — — — 16.8
Austria ................................. 11.3 11.6 11.9 12.7 12.7 9.2 7.7 8.3 9.2 9.3 15.2 12.4 7.8 8.5 9.7
Belgium ................................ — — 13.3 — 14.0 — — — — — — — — — —
Canada ................................ 18.1 17.1 16.5 17.0 21.0 16.0 15.5 19.1 20.0 21.0 16.0 15.3 19.1 19.5 23.1
Denmark .............................. 12.7 11.2 11.0 11.2 — 10.2 9.3 9.0 10.1 — 14.8 13.3 9.1 12.1 —

France ................................. — — 19.6 19.5 — — — — — — — — — — —
Germany 2 ............................ 20.7 20.3 20.5 20.9 21.6 16.9 14.6 15.7 16.0 16.3 23.7 21.0 12.0 13.1 13.6
Ireland .................................. — — 24.3 22.6 22.6 — — — — — 7.2 8.3 — — —
Italy ...................................... 12.8 10.7 10.2 11.2 — 9.6 8.5 8.0 10.8 — 10.8 10.7 8.9 9.8 —
Japan ................................... — 1 20.8 19.2 19.7 21.4 — 18.6 16.2 16.2 17.3 — 16.2 15.8 15.6 14.4

Netherlands ......................... 20.2 19.2 22.4 20.0 17.8 12.7 12.4 16.9 — — — — 16.5 — —
New Zealand ....................... 20.1 19.1 20.2 22.0 24.7 — — 16.7 18.1 25.9 — — 13.2 14.1 16.8
Norway ................................. — — — — 12.6 — — — — 10.1 — — — — 8.1
Portugal ............................... — — 12.2 — — — — — — — — — — — —
Spain ................................... 26.8 21.2 19.2 18.0 16.0 21.4 18.8 18.2 17.8 — 15.3 14.8 14.8 14.2 —

Sweden ................................ 11.6 10.6 12.5 12.7 13.4 10.8 10.2 10.9 12.2 13.2 13.1 11.9 14.6 15.2 17.0
Turkey .................................. 31.1 30.6 27.4 — — 41.3 48.4 45.6 — — 11.0 12.1 14.1 — —
United Kingdom ................... 19.7 22.0 20.7 21.3 22.0 — 18.5 16.9 16.0 16.7 11.1 13.9 15.1 15.3 16.7
United States ....................... 17.0 15.6 — 16.9 16.5 16.5 15.9 — 17.5 17.1 16.2 15.8 — 14.7 14.7

—Not available.
1 Public schools only.
2 Data for 1985 are for the former West Germany.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Education at a
Glance, various years; and unpublished data. (This table was prepared July 2000.)

Table 395.—Geography proficiency of 13-year-olds in educational systems participating in the International
Assessment of Educational Progress: 1991

Country

Average percent correct

All geography items 1 Geographic skills and
tools 2

Physical geography
items 3

Cultural geography
items 4

1 2 3 4 5

Hungary ............................................................. 69.8 (0.6) 76.3 (0.5) 67.8 (0.7) 65.0 (0.7)
Slovenia ............................................................ 65.3 (0.6) 67.9 (0.5) 63.6 (0.7) 64.3 (0.9)
Canada 5 ........................................................... 63.0 (0.5) 69.5 (0.4) 61.0 (0.6) 58.2 (0.6)
Former U.S.S.R. 6 ............................................. 62.6 (1.1) 72.2 (0.9) 61.2 (1.0) 53.4 (1.8)
United States 7 .................................................. 61.9 (0.8) 69.4 (0.6) 58.3 (1.0) 58.1 (1.0)
Spain 8 ............................................................... 60.1 (0.7) 62.4 (0.9) 58.9 (0.7) 58.9 (1.1)
Korea ................................................................. 59.7 (0.5) 67.8 (0.5) 52.1 (0.7) 60.3 (0.6)
Ireland ............................................................... 58.5 (0.6) 62.7 (0.6) 59.5 (0.8) 52.3 (0.8)
Scotland 7 .......................................................... 58.3 (0.6) 66.2 (0.5) 57.1 (0.8) 50.6 (0.8)

1 All 24 geography items.
2 Eight items testing ability to use maps, charts, and globes.
3 Nine items testing knowledge of location of physical features and concepts of climate.
4 Seven items testing knowledge of cultural entities and interactions between people

and their environment.
5 Eight provinces.
6 Schools in 14 republics where instruction is in Russian.
7 Combined school and student participation rate below 80 percent but at least 70 per-

cent.

8 Schools where instruction is in Spanish, in all regions except Cataluna.

NOTE: Standard errors appear in parentheses.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
International Assessment of Educational Progress, Learning About The World, 1992.
(This table was prepared May 1993.)


