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Improving Education Data Part 1 – Creating a  
Foundation

The Online  Forum Curriculum for Improving Education Data was developed  by  the 
National  Forum on Education Statistics (the Forum). The Forum is an entity of  the the 
National Cooperative Education Statistics System, which was  established by the 
National Center for Education Statistics  (NCES).

Publications of the Forum do not undergo the same formal  review required for products 
of NCES. The information and opinions published  here are those of the National Forum 
on Education Statistics and do not  necessarily represent the policy or views of the U.S. 
Department of Education  or the National Center for Education Statistics.

Developed with funds from the National Forum on 
Education Statistics of the National Center for 

Education Statistics, United States Department of 
Education, Washington, D.C., and in cooperation with 

the Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit  the 

Credits
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the Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit, the 
Council of Chief State School Officers, and the 
Schools Interoperability Framework Association

Lesson 2 Enrollment, Attendance, 
Drop-out Rate, Ethnicity, 

Gender, Grade Level, 
Teachers

Demographics

School Perceptions

Professional Development, 
Class Size, Reading/Math 
Programs, Tutoring, After-
School, Summer School, 

Finance
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Perceptions of Learning 
Environments, Values and 

Beliefs, Attitudes, 
Observations

Sc oo  
Processes

Student 
Learning

e cep o s

Standardized Tests, 
Norm/Criterion Referenced Tests, 

Teacher Observations of 
Abilities, Authentic Assessments
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Changes in the context 
of the school

Demographics

School Perceptions

How classrooms change
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Improvements in the 
environment

School 
Processes

Student 
Learning

Perceptions

Information on student 
performance on different 

measures

Demographics

School Perceptions

Tells us student participation in 
different programs and 

processes

Tells us if different 
groups of students are 

experiencing school 
differently

Sc oo  
Processes

Student 
Learning

e cep o s

Tells us if a program is making 
a difference in student learning 

results

Tells us the impact of student 
perception of the learning 
environment on student 

learning

Tells us what 
processes/programs 
different groups of 
students like best

Demographics

School Perceptions

Tells us what 
processes/programs work best 
for different groups of students 
with respect to student learning

Allows the  
prediction of  

actions/ 
processes/ 

programs that 
b t t th  Sc oo  

Processes

Student 
Learning

e cep o s best meet the 
learning needs 
of  all students

Tells us the impact of 
demographic factors and 

attitudes about the learning 
environment and student 

learning

Tells us the impact of the 
program on student learning 
based on perceptions of the 

program and on the processes 
used


