
 

 

 

  

 

 
—

Comparing Response Rates 
Across Surveys 

John Dixon, Office of Survey Methods Research 
Presenting for the 

Public Access Response Rate Team (Benjamin 
Cover, John Dixon, Kirk Hagemeier, Nicholas 

Johnson, Andrew Kato, Randall Powers, 
Demetrio Scopelliti, Jason Tehonica) 

FCSM 
March 8, 2018 

1 U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov 

Draft Version 



  

Introduction 

◼ BLS has published individual survey response rates in 
various locations. 

◼ A new report showing response  rates for BLS surveys 
in  a single place has been proposed. 

◼ Looking at response rate patterns across BLS surveys 
can give insights into issues or trends facing all 
surveys. 

◼ This is a work in progress, we hope to make it public 
“soon”. 
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Organization 

◼ Overall Introduction 

◼ With Each Chart: 

Title 

Table showing key features of each survey 
presented 

– Frequency, Collection Mode, Collection Period, 
Other 

– Link to each survey on BLS.gov 
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Chart notes 









  

Charts 

1. Household  Surveys 

2. Establishment Surveys – Overall Response Rates 

3. Establishment Surveys – Price Initiation 
st 4. Establishment Repricing/Collection at 1 Release 

5. Establishment Repricing/Collection at Final  
Closing 
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Household surveys 

Chart 1 shows the overall response rates for BLS household surveys. 



  

Downloadable chart 
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Highlight a particular survey 
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Household surveys 

Chart 1 shows the overall response rates for BLS household surveys. 



  

Table of response rates 
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Household Surveys Features Table 





  

Select surveys to compare (CES and JOLTS) 
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Establishment Survey Features 





  

The features change for the phases 
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Future plans 

◼ Add nonresponse bias bibliography and links. 

◼ Modernize graphical features (control of 
dates, choice  of color schemes) 

◼ Add new surveys (Occupational Requirements 
Survey?) 

◼ More frequent updates? 
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Contact Information 

John Dixon 
(Presenting for the Public Access 

Response Rate Team) 
dixon.john@bls.gov 
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