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Easy access to large collections of historical survey and census data, and the associated metadata that describes it, has 

long been the goal of researchers and analysts.  Many questions have gone unanswered, because the datasets were not 

readily available, access was limited, and information about the business metadata  was inconsistent, not well defined, 

or simply unavailable.  This paper focuses on the database modeling techniques that aid in the standardization and 

tracking of survey and census metadata.  A generalized dimensional model is presented that can be used for any census 

or survey to track the full history of the data series, and to standardize the metadata. 




