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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGENMENT AND BUDGEY
WASHINGYON, U.C. 20553

December 8, 2009
MIO-06

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

FROM: Peier R ()mngm

Direcior

SUBJECT: Open Govermment Directive

in the Memomandum on Transparency and Open Governument, issued on January 21,
2009, the Pressdent instructed the Director of the Office of M "2 and Badget (OMB) 1o
issue an Open Gosvernment Directive. Responding to that instraction, this memorandum is
intended to divect executive departments and agencies to 1ake specific actions 10 implcment the
principles of tmmsparency, paticipation, amd collaboration set forth in the Presadent™s
Memomandam. This Directive was informed by recommendations from the Federal Chief
Technology Officer, who solicited public conunemt through the White House Open Government
Initiative

The three principles of transparcnc y. participation. and collaboration foem the
cornersione of an open govemment. Transparency promoies accoumability by providing 1the
public with information about what the Government is doing. Panicipation allows members of
the public 1o comnbale ideas and expertise so that thesr government can make policies with the
benefit of information that s widely dispersed in socicty. Collaboration improves the
ciffectivencss of Government by encouraging partnerships amd cooperation within the Federal
Govemment, across levels of govemment, and between the Govermnment and private institutions

This Open Governmemt Directive estabhishes deadlines for action. But because of the
presumption of openness that the President has endoesed, agencies are encouraged 1o advance
their open governmem initiatives well ahead of those desdlines.  In addition to the steps
delineated in this memorandum, Attormey General Exnic Holkder carlier this year issued new
guidelines” for agencies with regard 1o the Freedom of Information Act (FOIAY With those
guidelinegs, the Attorney General reinforced the principle that openness is the Federal
Govermment's default position for FOILA issucs
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“In general terms, an open
government is one with

“Open government is the high levels of transparency
governing doctrine which holds and mechanisms for public
that citizens have the right to scrutiny and oversight in
access the documents and place, with an emphasis on
proceedings of the government government accountability.”
to allow for effective public

oversight.”

“Open government used to ... But over the last few
years, that traditional meaning has blurred, and has
shifted toward government data released openly
through technology. Recent public policies have
stretched the label “open government” to reach any
public sector use of these technologies.”
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Open government is an “Open government now means

|nnova.\t|ve strategy for government where citizens not
changing hO\_N SO TIELL only have access to information,
works. By using network documents, and proceedings,

tech_nology to connect the but can also become participants
public to government and to in a meaningful way”

one another informed by
open data, an open
government asks for help with
solving problems.”

“There is not yet a single accepted definition
of open government, although there is much
commonality in the evolving definitions.”
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Open Government Directive (M-10-06)

= Transparency promotes accountability by providing the public
with information about what the government is doing.

= Participation allows members of the public to contribute
ideas and expertise so that their government can make
polices with the benefit of information that is widely
dispersed in society.

= Collaboration improves the effectiveness of Government by
encouraging partnerships and cooperation within the Federal
Government, across levels of government, and between the
Government, private institutions and the public.
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Transparency promotes accountability by providing the
public with information about what the government is
doing.
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Datasets Supplied to data.gov
as of 2/26/18
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Department of Jastice Guide o the Fresdom of Indormaton Act )

Proactive Disclosures

Pt il b - wWikaie sgences fake ey recoeds pishlcly availalshs wHlmiy
waiting for specific requests from the public -~ are an integral part of the Freedom of
Infommation Aci. A federal agencies are required to adfrmatively and contimeously disclose
mooids prosctively by subsection () of the FOLA" Alhowgh this "prosctive disciosurs
provisics” has alwoeys sservel o vital role in achieving an ialemed clifsenry” — tha coiral
paposs of the FOLA® now. proactive disckeares are in the spotlight like oever before. The
Pregident and the Attomey Gensral have isroed memaranda to all agencess emphasizing that
thes FOLA reflects a “profound nafonal commdtment to answring an open Goverrenesnt” and
directing agencies to "adopt & presumption in e of disclosure. ™ (For & discussion of these
memociidla. v Procedisal Becpairements, Pressdent Obama's FOLA Mamocandain and
Altorpey General Holder's FOLA Guedslines. below.] Nolably, the President has deected
mgencies to "akes afirmative steps to make miormation pablic” without waiting for specfic
o, miad, o “ase msadern technology to inforn citizens about what i knmewn and done
By Lty Gowedinient ™ This direslave, schosd by the Alamey Denssal " wboth s ealBsmation

'8 U0 § AN a3 I008), amended by OFEN Gowrmment Act of 3007, Pab. L. Mo 110
175, 121 Stat. T624; soa Sordan v, DOJ, 581 F2d 753, 756 (DUC, Ci. 1978) e banc) [oheerving
thist sulbsection (ol 2] reooods mast be mads “sutomatically available for publec inspection; oo
demnnd s necessary”).

* MLRE v. Robibins T & Rubibes Co, 4371U.5. 214, 242 {1578): soe alse NARA v. Favish, 541
S 157, 171-72 {2004 [explaining that dus FOLA & & means for “cllitens 1o knowe whel [haie

govediutis moig o™ (guestong DO Y. Reporters Comim, fod Frsslom af the Press, 420 0.5 749,
T3 (18Ea0

' Premdential Memorandam for Heads of Executies Departments and Agenowes Concerming
the Freedom of nfbomation Act, 74 Fed Reg. 8683 (Jan. 31, 3009} [bereimsfier President

Tbames s FOLA Meomisothwnl porcoed Asiceniey Jeoecal Hoder s Memoranchan for Heads o
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Challenges

Participation
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Participation allows members of the public to contribute
iIdeas and expertise so that their government can make
polices with the benefit of information that is widely
dispersed in society.
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Challenges

Transparency <)

Government

Participation
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Collaboration improves the effectiveness of Government

by encouraging partnerships and cooperation within the
Federal Government, across levels of government, and

between the Government, private institutions and the public.
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Challenges

Participation
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Successes
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Local Update of Census Addresses
Operation (LUCA)
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