
Mathematics Instructional Time in Grade 8 
 
Nations Reporting Data: 36 Nations 
 
In 1999, eighth-grade mathematics teachers in five nations participating in the Third 
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS 1999) reported providing at least 
150 hours of mathematical instruction per year on average: Indonesia, Morocco, 
Thailand, Chile, and Canada (table 1). In the United States, eighth-grade mathematics 
teachers reported providing 144 hours of mathematical instruction per year on average.  
Nations providing no more than 99 hours on average were Bulgaria, Turkey, the 
Netherlands, Finland, Macedonia, and Cyprus. The percentage of instructional time at the 
eighth-grade that was devoted to mathematics ranged from 9 percent in Chinese Taipei, 
Cyprus, and the Netherlands to 17 percent in Indonesia and the Russian Federation.  
 
Definition and Methodology 
 
Since different systems have school years of different lengths and different arrangements 
of weekly and daily instruction, the comparisons are given in terms of the average 
number of hours of mathematics instruction over the school year as reported by 
mathematics teachers and total instructional time provided by schools.  
 
Nations participating in TIMSS 1999 were asked to identify eligible students based on a 
common set of criteria, allowing for adaptation to nation-specific situations. The 
international desired population consisted of all students in the nation who were enrolled 
in the upper of the two adjacent grades that contained the greatest proportion of thirteen-
year-olds at the time of testing. In the United States and most other nations, this 
corresponds to grade 8. 





 


	Mathematics Instructional Time in Grade 8
	Table 1. Eighth-graders’ average yearly mathematics instructional time in hours and mathematics instructional time as a percent of total instructional time, by nation: 1999
	Table A–1. Eighth-graders’ average yearly mathematics instructional time in hours and mathematics instructional time as a percent of total instructional time, by nation: 1999

