Detailed HSLS:09 EDAT Illustration:

These illustration covers, in detail, downloading and unzipping data and syntax files from EDAT (called “dta” and “do” files, in this example) and editing the file path reference in the syntax file.

Login to EDAT on the HSLS webpage on the NCES website

(There will be a READ ME file option that covers some aspects of the HSLS data)

SELECT SURVEY will already have selected HSLS:09

Select NEXT

[bookmark: _GoBack]SELECT POPULATION in this example will be the School File

Select NEXT

VARIABLE SEARCH in this example will be the Specific Section: School-Level Composites

Select TAG ALL

DOWNLOAD OPTIONS in this example will be Download Data and Syntax Files

For STEP 1: SELECT TAG FILES simply click to highlight Temporary Tag File
(You may have other tag files available if this is not your only tag session)

Select NEXT STEP

For STEP 2: SELECT FILE FORMAT this example will select Stata

Select NEXT STEP

For STEP 3: DOWNLOAD HSLS DATASET click on the large button to download
(Unless you have “already downloaded a dataset” since this downloads all the data each time)
(There will be a Read EDAT Help - Downloading Dataset document for instructions)

I suggest selecting SAVE as opposed to OPEN so that you can better control the directory (or file path) the zipped dataset folder will be saved into. In this example, that is D:\NCESdata\

Then the following zipped folder will be saved:
D:\NCESdata\HSLS_2009_V1_0_Stata_Datasets.zip

Important note: depending on the version of Windows you are using, you may see the zipped file/folder contents displayed as if the files are already open in your directory. This will look like a version of your File Manager as opposed to the WinZip program. You will still have to select the data files (and after the next step, the syntax files) and “Extract” them into the same directory in which you chose to save the zipped folders. Whichever version you are using to Extract the files, the default directory will be the one in which you chose to save the zipped folders. 

Select NEXT STEP

For STEP 4: DOWNLOAD SYNTAX FILES click on large button to download
(There will be a Read EDAT Help - Downloading Syntax Files document for instructions)

Again, I suggest selecting SAVE as opposed to OPEN so that you can better control the directory (or file path) the zipped dataset folder will be saved into. In this example, that is D:\NCESdata\

Then the following zipped folder will be saved:
D:\NCESdata\SyntaxFiles_111118185212.zip (or something to that effect)

Again, you will have to extract the syntax (and codebook) files just as you did the data files.

I suggest opening or refreshing your File Manager to the directory you chose and you should see:

D:\NCESdata\HSLS_2009_V1_0_Stata_Datasets.zip
D:\NCESdata\SyntaxFiles_111118185212.zip

If you have not already Extracted the files, do so; if you have, you should see two new folders:

D:\NCESdata\HSLS_2009_V1_0_Stata_Datasets
D:\NCESdata\SyntaxFiles_111118185212

Inside the folders are the actual data and syntax files. I suggest moving these out to the directory in which you chose to work. In this example, the end result will be the following four files:

D:\NCESdata\HSLS_2009_SCHOOL_V1_0.dta
D:\NCESdata\HSLS_2009_STUDENT_V1_0.dta 
D:\NCESdata\SyntaxFiles_111118185212.do
D:\NCESdata\Codebook_111118185212.txt

That ends the steps for downloading and unzipping of the data and syntax files from EDAT.
The next step is to open (not run) your syntax file and edit the file path reference.
In this example, that will be the following:

"C:\EDAT\HSLS\" becomes “D:\NCESdata\”

or 

"C:\EDAT\HSLS\HSLS_09_SCHOOL_v1_0" 

becomes

“D:\NCESdata\HSLS_09_SCHOOL_v1_0"

