[bookmark: _GoBack]EDAT Instructions for Stata Users:
(If you have any further questions, email Dorothyjean.Cratty@ed.gov for assistance.)

Stata and Operating Systems Data Limitations:

Stata has two size constraints for loading or opening data files and one for running analysis.
A memory limit on file size is set in two ways. One is the total memory allowed for Stata data (dta) files set by the user’s operating system. The amount of available system memory that Stata is currently taking advantage of is set by the user with the set memory command. (See http://www.stata.com/support/faqs/data/howbig.html to estimate memory needs based on the number of observations and variables.)

The other Stata dataset limitation is the number of variables each version allows. The Inter-cooled (or IC) version is limited to 2,047 variables. (The SE and MP versions have huge limits, and it is doubtful many NCES users have the small student version with a limit of 100). Finally, when running regressions, the matsize default can be extended up to each version’s limit—allowing for more RHS variables. (See http://www.stata.com/products/whichstata.html for each version’s specs.) 

Directions for Accessing ELS dta Files Downloaded through EDAT:

When you tag variables in EDAT, the system creates a syntax (do) file for you to download to the directory path you choose. The system also prompts you to download the data. (These download as zip files; for more detailed instructions on extracting zip files, etc., see other user document: Detailed HSLS EDAT Illustration.) The data file that downloads is the entire NCES dataset(s); not just the variables you tagged. The commands in the syntax file open the dataset and keep the tagged variables as well as any necessary weights, etc., that EDAT automatically includes. The default language in the syntax file is to open the NCES dataset in a typical/fictional directory path—you must edit the syntax file to access the dta file from the directory you chose.

Note: any datasets you have tagged and downloaded in EDAT before will already be on your previously designated drive, so only the syntax tag files will be new.

I recommend attempting to open the entire dta file with the open dta icon in Stata before setting the memory. Stata will try to run the command and give you an error message, but you can copy the file path it used verbatim when editing the syntax file. Then I recommend expanding the memory; if you don’t know your system’s limitations, try typing at the command prompt: set memory 500m, or 900m, or 2g, etc., to see what the system allows. 


Directions for Working around Your Version’s Limitations:

If Stata limits your ability to open the downloaded dta file, because of either memory or variable restrictions, you can edit the syntax file to bring in just the variables you need. 


The syntax file is written to bring in all the variables and keep only the ones you tagged:

/* Open Stata dataset */

use "H:\ELS\ELSdata\ELS_02_06_BYF2STU_v1_0";
keep BYSTLANG
   BYHOMLNG
   BYPARLNG
   BYS33F
   BYS33G
   STU_ID
   SCH_ID
   STRAT_ID
   PSU
   F1SCH_ID
   BYSTUWT
   F1QWT
   F1PNLWT
   F1TRSCWT
   F2QTSCWT
   F2QWT
   F2F1WT
   F2BYWT 
   BYRACE 
   BYS33D;
 
But you can edit it to only bring in the variables you tagged:

/* Open Stata dataset */

use BYSTLANG
   BYHOMLNG
   BYPARLNG
   BYS33F
   BYS33G
   STU_ID
   SCH_ID
   STRAT_ID
   PSU
   F1SCH_ID
   BYSTUWT
   F1QWT
   F1PNLWT
   F1TRSCWT
   F2QTSCWT
   F2QWT
   F2F1WT
   F2BYWT 
   BYRACE 
   BYS33D using " H:\ELS\ELSdata\ELS_02_06_BYF2STU_v1_0";
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