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Commissioner’s Statement

Congress has given the U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES) the responsibility to collect and disseminate information on the condition of
education in the United States and other countries, to analyze and report on the meaning and
significance of these statistics, and to assist states and local education agencies in improving their
own education statistics systems. To meet each of these obligations, the Center continually works
with its “customers” in the education community to determine how it can best meet the demands for
timely, useful information that maintains high statistical standards. Our goal is to provide a balanced
portfolio of products that reflect interest in data about new topics, while still recognizing the need for
basic statistical information about educational institutions and trends.

This report summarizes NCES’ current statistical programs, including its major publications
and plans for future work. In addition to updating the descriptions of our long-standing data
collections such as the Common Core of Data (CCD), the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
System (IPEDS), and the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) this edition focuses
on some of NCES’ new and innovative work, such as the Third International Mathematics and
Science Study (TIMSS) and the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study–Kindergarten cohort (ECLS–
K).

We have increased the availability of our data sets on CD-ROM. Together with advanced
software packages that allow users to customize their search requests, these new electronic data
systems greatly enhance user access and cost efficiency. In addition, most NCES reports and an
increasing proportion of survey data can be accessed on the Internet through the World Wide Web.

The NCES contact person for each study and activity is listed along with numbers where they
can be reached. These staff members would be pleased to provide further information about NCES
programs. I invite you to send us comments on how we can improve our data collections and reports
as well as future editions of this publication.

                                                                               Pascal D. Forgione, Jr.
Commissioner of Education Statistics



iv



v

Acknowledgments

Programs and Plans of the National Center for Education Statistics was prepared by the
Annual Reports Program of the Early Childhood, International, and Crosscutting Studies Division in
the National Center for Education Statistics, Office of Educational Research and Improvement U.S.
Department of Education. Mary Frase, Acting Associate Commissioner, and Martin Orland,
Associate Commissioner for Early Childhood, International, and Crosscutting Studies Division,
provided general supervision.

Thomas D. Snyder, Program Director of the Annual Reports Program, oversaw the
development of this publication. Mary Frase was consulted for technical guidance and reviewed the
entire report. Paul D. Planchon, Associate Commissioner for Elementary/Secondary and Libraries
Studies, and Peggy Carr, Associate Commissioner for Assessment Program, provided advice and
guidance for the development of the report. Sindy McGill provided technical support in the
formatting of this document. Claire Geddes and survey staff cited throughout this document also
reviewed the report.



vi



vii

Table of Contents

    Commissioner’s Statement............................................................................................................... iii
    Acknowledgments..............................................................................................................................v
1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................... 1
    Who Uses NCES Statistics?...............................................................................................................2
    What Kind of Data Does NCES Collect?...........................................................................................3
    Table 1.—NCES survey data available  by level of education ..........................................................4
    How to Access NCES Data................................................................................................................7
    National Education Data Resource Center.........................................................................................8
2. NCES Center-Wide Programs and Services......................................................................... 11
    Statistics ...........................................................................................................................................11
    Customer Service .............................................................................................................................13
    Training ............................................................................................................................................15
    Technology.......................................................................................................................................15
3. Elementary and Secondary Education.................................................................................. 21
    Data Uses..........................................................................................................................................21

 Studies..............................................................................................................................................22
       Common Core of Data ..................................................................................................................22
       Schools and Staffing Survey .........................................................................................................25
       Teacher Followup Survey .............................................................................................................29
       Private School Universe Survey....................................................................................................31
       National Household Education Survey .........................................................................................33
       Fast Response Survey System.......................................................................................................36
       School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey......................................38

 Other Activities................................................................................................................................39
       1990 Census Mapping Project and School District Data Book.....................................................39

Decennial Census School District 2000 Project............................................................................40
Education Finance Statistical Center.............................................................................................41
Elementary and Secondary Handbooks.........................................................................................42
National Cooperative Education Statistics System .......................................................................44

    Plans for Elementary and Secondary Education ..............................................................................47
    Data Collection Calendar for Elementary and Secondary Education ..............................................50
4. Postsecondary and Adult Education ..................................................................................... 53
    Data Uses..........................................................................................................................................53

 Studies..............................................................................................................................................54
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System ........................................................................54
National Household Education Survey (Adult Component) .........................................................60
National Postsecondary Student Aid Study...................................................................................63
National Study of Postsecondary Faculty .....................................................................................66
Survey of Earned Doctorates Awarded in the United States.........................................................68
Postsecondary Education Quick Information System ...................................................................69
NCES Items in the Current Population Survey .............................................................................70

Other Activities.................................................................................................................................72
National Postsecondary Education Cooperative ...........................................................................72
NCES–State Postsecondary Education Coordination Network ....................................................73
Postsecondary Handbooks.............................................................................................................74

    Plans for Postsecondary and Adult Education .................................................................................75
    Data Collection Calendary for Postsecondary and Adult Education ...............................................77



viii

5. Educational Assessment.......................................................................................................... 79
Data Uses ..........................................................................................................................................80
Studies...............................................................................................................................................80

National Assessment of Educational Progress ..............................................................................80
High School Transcript Studies.....................................................................................................84
National Assessment of Adult Literacy Survey ............................................................................86

    Plans for Educational Assessment....................................................................................................88
    Data Collection Calendar for Educational Assessment....................................................................89
6. National Longitudinal Studies ............................................................................................... 91
    Data Uses..........................................................................................................................................91

 Studies..............................................................................................................................................92
Early Childhood Longitudinal Studies ..........................................................................................92
Early Childhood Longitudinal Study–Kindergarten Cohort .........................................................92

    Secondary Longitudinal Studies.......................................................................................................95
National Longitudinal Study of 1972............................................................................................95
High School and Beyond...............................................................................................................97
National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988.........................................................................100

    Postsecondary Longitudinal Studies ..............................................................................................105
Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudinal Study .............................................................105
Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study ..........................................................................107

    Plans for Longitudinal Studies .......................................................................................................109
      Early Childhood ...........................................................................................................................110
    Data Collection Calendar for Longitudinal Studies .......................................................................111
7. International Statistics.......................................................................................................... 113
    Data Uses........................................................................................................................................113

 Studies............................................................................................................................................114
IEA Reading Literacy Study .......................................................................................................114
International Adult Literacy Survey............................................................................................115
Third International Mathematics and Science Study ..................................................................117

Other Activities...............................................................................................................................119
OECD International Education Indicators Project ......................................................................119

    Plans for International Education Statistics....................................................................................120
    Data Collection Calendary for International Statistics...................................................................121
8. Vocational Education............................................................................................................ 123

 Data Uses .......................................................................................................................................123
    Plans for Vocational Education......................................................................................................125
9. Libraries................................................................................................................................. 127
    Data Uses........................................................................................................................................127

 Studies............................................................................................................................................128
Public Libraries Survey...............................................................................................................128
Academic Library Survey ...........................................................................................................130
School Library Statistics .............................................................................................................131
Library Cooperatives Survey ......................................................................................................132
State Library Agencies Survey....................................................................................................133
Federal Libraries and Information Centers Survey .....................................................................134

 Plans for Library Statistics Surveys...............................................................................................135
    Plans for Crosscutting Activities....................................................................................................136
    Data Collection Calendar for Library Ststistics Program...............................................................137



ix

10. General Publications of NCES........................................................................................... 139
  The Condition of Education..........................................................................................................139
  Digest of Education Statistics .......................................................................................................140
  Projections of Education Statistics ...............................................................................................142
  Appendix: The Reorganization of NCES .....................................................................................145



x



1


