Indicator 51 Causes of Death

Number of deaths per 100,000 persons 5 to 24 years old, by age and cause of
death: 1960 to 19921

Cause of death 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

5 to 14 years old
All causes 46.6 422 413 352 306 263 258 257 240 236 225
Motor vehicle accidents 7.9 89 10.2 8.7 7.9 6.9 7.1 6.5 5.9 5.6 5.2
All other accidents 11.3 9.8 9.9 9.4 7.1 5.7 5.2 5.3 4.5 4.6 4.1
Suicide 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.7 0.9
Males, white 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.7 1.3 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.3
Females, white 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.5
Males, black ® ® ® 0.1 0.3 ® ® 0.9 0.8 1.0 1.0
Females, black ® ® 0.2 0.1 0.1 ® ® ® ® ® ®
Homicide 3 0.5 0.6 0.9 1.0 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.5 15 1.4 1.6
Males, white 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.9 1.1 1.0 1.0 11 1.2 1.2
Females, white 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.8
Males, black 1.4 2.2 4.2 2.7 2.9 3.3 4.3 5.1 51 54 5.9
Females, black 1.0 1.0 2.0 2.0 2.2 2.0 3.2 3.0 3.6 2.8 3.4
Cancer 6.8 6.5 6.0 4.8 4.3 3.5 3.2 3.3 3.1 3.1 3.0
Heart disease 13 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8
Pneumonia/influenza 2.6 2.1 1.6 1.0 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3

15 to 24 years old
All causes 106.3 109.3 127.7 117.3 1154 959 1021 97.6 99.2 100.1 95.6
Motor vehicle accidents 38.0 442 472 392 448 357 378 346 341 320 285
All other accidents 18.1 175 215 211 169 122 10.7 10.2 9.8 9.9 9.3
Suicide 5.2 6.2 88 11.8 123 128 129 13.0 132 131 13.0
Males, white 8.6 96 139 196 214 227 234 225 232 230 227
Females, white 2.3 3.0 4.2 4.9 4.6 4.7 4.6 4.3 4.2 4.2 3.8
Males, black 4.1 8.1 105 127 123 133 145 166 151 164 18.0
Females, black @] 2.7 3.8 3.2 2.3 2.0 2.6 2.9 2.3 1.6 2.2
Homicide 3 5.9 6.8 11.7 137 156 121 154 165 199 224 222
Males, white 4.4 4.9 79 112 155 112 115 123 154 169 175
Females, white 1.5 1.8 2.7 4.0 4.7 3.6 3.9 3.8 4.0 4.4 4.1
Males, black 46.4 57.1 1025 89.0 84.3 659 1014 114.2 138.3 1589 154.4
Females, black 119 123 177 203 184 142 175 174 189 216 194
Cancer 8.3 8.2 8.3 6.8 6.3 5.4 5.0 5.0 4.9 5.0 5.0
Heart disease 4.0 3.1 3.0 2.6 2.9 2.8 2.9 2.5 2.5 2.7 2.7
Pneumonia/influenza 3.0 2.2 2.4 1.7 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.6

1Some data have been revised from previously published figures.
2| ess than .05 percent.
3Includes legal intervention.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Vital Statistics of the United States, Volume Il—Mortality,
Part A, various years and Monthly Vital Statistics vol. 43, no. 6, Supplement, 1995 (corrected).
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Vital Statistics of the United States, Volume Il—Mortality,
Part A, various years and Monthly Vital Statistics vol. 43, no. 6, Supplement, 1995 (corrected).

Deaths of persons 15 to 24 years old have been largely attributable to behavioral causes.
Since 1960, motor vehicle accidents have been by far the leading cause of death, fol-
lowed by other accidents, homicides and suicides. However, during the late 1980s and
early 1990s a rapid rise in the homicide rates and continuing drop in the motor vehicle
deaths brought the two rates relatively close together. For young black males the homi-
cide rate has increased dramatically in recent years, from 66 per 100,000 in 1985 to 154
per 100,000 in 1992. Meanwhile, the death rates from diseases, such as cancer, heart dis-
ease, and pneumonia have shown some declines.
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