Indicator 49, Tobacco, Alcohol, and Drug Use

Tobacco, alcohol, and drug use among high school seniors, by substance and

frequency of use: 1975 to 1994

Class Class Class Class Class Class Class Class
Substance and frequency of use of of of of of of of of
1975 1980 1985 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
Percent reporting having ever used drugs
Cigarettes 736 71.0 688 644 631 618 619 620
Alcohol 904 932 922 895 880 875 800 804
Any fillicit drug 562 654 606 479 441 407 429 456
Marijuana only 190 267 209 185 172 156 16.2 18.0
Any illicit drug other than marijuana 2 36.2 387 397 294 269 251 26.7 27.6
Selected illicit drugs:
Cocaine 9.0 157 173 9.4 7.8 6.1 6.1 5.9
Heroin 22 11 1.2 1.3 0.9 1.2 1.1 1.2
LSD 11.3 9.3 7.5 8.7 8.8 86 103 105
Marijuana/hashish 473 603 542 407 36.7 326 353 382
PCP — 9.6 4.9 2.8 2.9 2.4 2.9 2.8
Percent reporting use of drugs in the previous 30 days
Cigarettes 36.7 305 301 294 283 278 299 312
Alcohol 1 682 720 659 571 540 513 486 501
Any fillicit drug 307 372 297 172 164 144 183 219
Marijuana only 153 188 1438 9.2 9.3 81 104 131
Any illicit drug other than marijuana 2 154 184 149 8.0 7.1 6.3 7.9 8.8
Selected illicit drugs:
Cocaine 1.9 5.2 6.7 1.9 1.4 1.3 1.3 15
Heroin 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3
LSD 23 23 1.6 1.9 1.9 2.0 2.4 2.6
Marijuana/hashish 271 337 257 140 138 119 155 190
PCP — 14 1.6 0.4 0.5 0.6 1.0 0.7

—Data not available.

1Beginning in 1993, the question was changed to indicate that “a drink” meant “more than a few sips.”

2 Other fllicit drugs include hallucinogens, cocaine, and heroin, or any other opiates, stimulants, sedatives, or tranquil-

izers not prescribed by a doctor.

NOTE: A revised questionnaire was used in 1982 and later years to reduce the inappropriate reporting of
nonprescription stimulants. This slightly reduced the positive responses for some types of drug use.

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research, Monitoring the Future, various years.
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Indicator 49, Tobacco, Alcohol, and Drug Use

Percent of seniors reporting cigarettes, alcohol, and drug use in the previous 30
days, by substance: 1975 to 1994
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SOURCE: University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research, Monitoring the Future, various years.

The percentage of seniors who reported having ever used illicit drugs increased from
1975 to 1980, but declined from 65 percent to 41 percent between 1980 and 1992. The
proportion then rose to 46 percent in 1994. The proportion of seniors reporting drug use
in the previous 30 days declined from 37 percent in 1980 to 14 percent in 1992, before
rising to 22 percent in 1994. The proportion using alcohol in the previous 30 days de-
clined from 72 percent in 1980 to 50 percent in 1994. Student use of cigarettes slowly
declined between 1975 and 1992, but then rose slightly. Marijuana/hashish remains the
most frequently used illicit drug by a wide margin, but those reporting ever having used
it declined from 60 percent of students in 1980 to 33 percent in 1992 but rose to 38 per-
cent in 1994,
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