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PREFACE

available to describe the status of American Indians and Alaska Natives in
postsecondary education. As part of this effort, a working group of individuals
with extensive involvement in Native American education

was convened. This group helped provide direction and

scope for the project. Several members of the group

remained actively involved in the project, either by

providing feedback as the report evolved or by actually

writing some sections of the report. Their involvement led

to what we believe is a seminal work. The report provides

meaningful information and a new awareness of the many

ways American Indians and Alaska Natives participate in

postsecondary education. It highlights the difficulties

involved in obtaining data on Native Americans, particularly through the use of
sample surveys. And, it forms the foundation for additional studies of Native
Americans in postsecondary education as new and better data become
available.

This report was begun to illustrate the type and amount of data that were

We hope you will find this report as enlightening as we did.
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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

his sourcebook is a comprehensive compilation of data discussing American
Indian and Alaska Native participation in postsecondary education. It provides
a portrait of Americans Indians and Alaska Natives involved in all facets of
postsecondary education—as undergraduate students, graduate students, and
faculty—as well as student outcomes following graduation. It has been
produced by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in response to a
growing need for such information. Data have been collected from a multitude
of sources, including NCES and the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census. The majority of these data have been previously published and were
taken directly from assorted publications.

Throughout the sourcebook, comparisons are made between Native Americans
and the total population. Comparisons were not made between Native
Americans and other minority populations. Data for other racial/ethnic groups,
however, does appear in several of the summary tables and appendix tables.

This introduction examines the terminology used throughout the sourcebook,
limitations of the data, and the sourcebook’s structure.

TE RMINOLOGY

The terms “American Indian and Alaska Native” and “Native
American” are used interchangeably throughout the sourcebook.
Both include any person having origins in any of the original
peoples of North America and maintaining cultural identification
through tribal affiliation or community recognition.! These terms are
used by the authors to report data from surveys where a similar
definition of race/ethnicity was used. Racial/ethnic definitions may
vary slightly from survey to survey.

'us. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics: 1995, p. 499, 1995.
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The postsecondary institutions discussed in this report are primarily 4-year and
2-year colleges and universities, including tribal colleges. Postsecondary
vocational education institutions have not been included. “Tribal colleges” are
the 30 postsecondary institutions recognized as U.S. tribally controlled colleges
by the American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) and classified as
tribal colleges under the Carnegie Institution classification system. A complete
listing of these institutions appears in table 7-1. When these institutions are
listed in other tables, they appear in italics so that they can easily be identified
as tribal colleges.

It should be noted, however, that four tribal colleges recently changed their
names: Haskell Indian Junior College is now Haskell Indian Nations University,
Little Hoop Community College is now Cankdeska Cikana Community College,
Navajo Community College is now Diné Community College, and Standing
Rock College changed its name to Sitting Bull College. These name changes are
footnoted in tables and figures where they appear as the name changes
occurred after the data were collected. In addition, a new tribal college, Little
Priest Tribal College in Nebraska, was chartered in 1996. No data for this
institution appears in any figures or tables.

LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA

There are several difficulties in working with data concerning American Indians
and Alaska Natives, including limited data availability, high standard errors,
weighting problems, and reliability issues. These problems extend beyond
postsecondary data because they are often the result of small sample sizes and,
less frequently, racial/ethnic identification inconsistencies. This section
summarizes the limitations of the data, which affect every chapter in this
sourcebook, and provides examples to demonstrate how these problems affect
the discussion of specific topics.
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SMALL SAMPLE S1ZEs

One of the most severe problems faced by researchers studying

\\y
&&&WWR%//,‘ American Indians and Alaska Natives is small sample sizes.
g ‘.uln,”
;—:§§ ’E%E While it is possible for a sample of 1,000 individuals to
== e A Fepresent an entire country with fairly high accura , Native
Z SN . d y s “
//,,"“‘\\\ Americans constitute only about 0.8 percent of the US.

population, so a national random sample of 1,000 would be
expected to yield about 8 Native Americans. Even in larger surveys, typically
fewer than 100 Native Americans are sampled, and these small study
populations result in survey estimates that are not very reliable. Two possible
ways to overcome this problem are to select extremely large samples or to
select Native Americans with a higher probability than other groups
(oversampling), but these strategies tend to be costly and are often difficult to
administer. The result is that data on Native Americans are both limited in
availability and subject to high standard errors.

Limited data availability. To avoid the misinterpretation of data from sample
surveys, researchers often report only those estimates that are based on a
minimum cell size (e.g., three or more cases).> Reporting data associated with a
cell too small to meet the minimum cell size requirements can lead to a
violation of confidentiality by providing enough unique data so that an
individual participant can be identified. Furthermore, if the size of the sample
associated with the denominator of a rate or percent is too small (e.g., less than
30 cases), then there are too few data to provide a reliable statistical effort.

Difficulties associated with small sample sizes of American Indians and Alaska
Natives are a recurring problem in national studies. For example, sometimes no
data or only a small number of cases are available, which may necessitate
combining categories to report the data to avoid violating confidentiality
requirements. These difficulties are particularly acute when data are broken
down into specific categories, such as faculty by academic discipline.

2According to NCES statistical standard 1V-01-92, for reports “each publication cell must have at least three (unweighted) observations.” Any
subsequent calculations (e.g., crosstabulations) must not provide any additional identifying information. U.S. Department of Education, NCES,
NCES Statistical Standards, p. 41, 1992.
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Prior to the 1980s, American Indians and Alaska Natives were often included in
an “other” category or combined with other racial/ethnic groups. This practice
was replaced by the identification of Native Americans as a separate
racial/ethnic group, but often an asterisk or a dash appear indicating that
reliable estimates are not available.

For the most recent reports produced by NCES and the U.. Bureau of the
Census, the agencies have made extensive efforts to provide usable,
quantitative data for this population. Despite these efforts, however, the Bureau
of the Census’ Current Population Survey has been unable to provide annual
data on American Indians and Alaska Natives due to small sample sizes. Data
are available only from the decennial censuses.

High standard errors. A second problem associated with small sample sizes is
high standard errors. The standard error is a measure of the variability of
survey estimates because of sampling. For example, if all possible samples
were surveyed using the same design and sample size, intervals of 1.96
standard errors below to 1.96 standard errors above a particular statistic would
include the true population parameter being estimated in about 95 percent of
the samples. When the sample size is small, the interval around an estimate is
large, and there is less likelihood that the estimate is close to the true parameter
value. When two estimates are compared (e.g., to see whether there has been
change over time), standard errors are used to measure whether the difference
in the two estimates is likely to have been caused by random variations in the
sample rather than by a real difference in the true values. Thus, seemingly
large differences between two pieces of data may not be statistically significant
because of high standard errors. American Indians and Alaska Natives
generally have the highest standard errors on survey data of any racial/ethnic
group. These standard error measures must be examined before differences
can be pronounced significant.

It should be noted that standard errors exist only for surveys based on samples,
such as the National Study of Postsecondary Faculty. Surveys based on
censuses do not have standard errors because the total population of interest
was included in the survey. For example, all data collected through the
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Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) include the complete
universe of respondents; therefore, there are no standard errors to report.

When available, standard errors for survey data are presented in appendix B.
As the authors relied heavily on IPEDS data and previously published data,
standard errors are available only for sample-based surveys with published
standard error tables.

Oversampling. One possible, yet costly, solution to the problems associated
with small sample sizes is oversampling. Oversampling refers to the process by
which a particular group (e.g., American Indians and Alaska Natives) are
sampled at a higher rate than the rest of the population in order to obtain a
specified sample size for that particular group. This process may enable
researchers to include enough members of that specific group in the sample to
permit reliable data analysis and data reporting.

There are, however, difficulties associated with oversampling. First, it may be
difficult to oversample because the population is too small to support such an
approach. Second, the cost of oversampling is often prohibitive. Lastly, a focus
on institutions with large numbers of one specific population (i.e., Native
Americans) may produce results that are inconsistent with the result for that
population overall.

Raciar’ETHNic DaTta

In the collection of data, allowing respondents to self-identify

%? their race/ethnicity can generate inaccurate results for multiple

) reasons. The most prevalent cause is the instability of

racial/ethnic identification—a respondent can answer the

question one way the first time he or she is asked and a different way the

second time. This may be due, in part, to the way the question is asked and the
racial/ethnic categories presented to the respondent.’ Difficulties also arise

*There is no universal set of racial/ethnic categories used for survey purposes. For federal surveys, however, racial/ethnic categories are
specified by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) in Directive 15 (1977).
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for individuals who consider themselves of mixed descent (e.g., Asian/Pacific
Islander and white). In addition, some individuals may deliberately select a
certain racial/ethnic identification to gain preferential treatment, including
admission to a postsecondary institution or employment as an faculty member.
Several problems associated with racial/ethnic identification are discussed
below.

Instability of racial/ethnic data. Research into the collection of data on
race/ethnicity has indicated that American Indians and Alaska Natives make up
the least stable racial/ethnic group in terms of self-identification.® For example,
a recent National Science Foundation survey of science and engineering
graduates—the 1995 National Survey of Recent College Graduates (NSRCG:95)—
examined racial/ethnic agreement between institutional records of students and
their self-reports on the survey. The agreement rate found for American Indians
and Alaska Natives was only about 60 percent, whereas the agreement rates
for the other racial/ethnic groups ranged from 89 percent to 97 percent.

Similarly, a recent study conducted by the Bureau of Labor Statistics to examine
alternative methods of asking race/ethnicity in reinterviews reached the
following conclusion:’

The measurement of American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut may not
be straightforward, and information...supports the notion that
identification as an American Indian or Alaskan Native may
have a reliability problem and be sensitive to methods effects...
In contrast to the other racial categories, the agreement rate
between the CPS and the supplement for the American Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut category never reaches more than 75 percent
in the panel. It is only 60 percent when the multiracial category
is included. These results provide another indication of the
reliability problem that may be associated with the American
Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut category. Furthermore, an analysis of
results by ancestry...indicates that respondents with both white

‘us. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, A Test of Methods for Collecting Racial and Ethnic Information, 1995.
°U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, A Test of Methods for Collecting Racial and Ethnic Information, 1995.
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Introduction

and American Indian ancestry may not consistently identify with
one or the other. Similar findings have been reported by others.

These findings lead to the conclusion that caution is needed in interpreting data
changes since they may be due in part to differences in self-identification
patterns. The instability in self-identification also may cause problems for
weighting in sample surveys in which samples and weights are based on
information that may change between the sample frame identification and the
self-report on the survey.

OTH ER DATA CONCERNS

In addition to the problems associated with small survey sample

sizes and the reliability of racial/ethnic identification, other data

concerns exist. The Integrated Postsecondary Education Data

System (IPEDS) collects comprehensive data from all postsecondary
institutions. It is broken down into several component surveys including
enrollment, completions, and staff. Every person enrolled in a postsecondary
institution, receiving a degree, or working at a postsecondary institution is
included in the data collections. Using counts rather than estimates eliminates
the problems associated with small sample sizes and high standard errors, but
the relatively small size of the Native American population still creates data
analysis difficulties.

Although IPEDS data are based on counts, caution must be exercised when
doing time trend analysis or comparing related data. If the base value for one
statistic is relatively small, small increases may result in relatively large
percentage changes. Therefore, researchers should consider both percentage
changes and changes in the actual numbers in their analyses. They may also
want to consider examining changes over a 5-, 10-, or 20-year period. For
example, in percentage terms the enroliment by degree level of American
Indian and Alaska Natives grew more at the graduate and first-professional



degree levels than the undergraduate degree level from 1976 to 1994.°
However, a more careful examination of the data showed that while the
percentage of first-professional students, for example, increased by 100 percent,
the actual number of students only grew by 1,000. At the same time,
undergraduate enrollment only increased by 69 percent, but the number of
undergraduates grew by 48,000 students.

A second problem is the reporting difficulties experienced by some institutions.
Some postsecondary institutions do not complete IPEDS surveys, thus
necessitating data imputations. These imputations provide marginal accuracy
for overall groups (e.g., 4-year institutions) but not necessarily for individual
institutions. For example, data for some tribal colleges have been imputed.
The imputation was based on data from regional community colleges. While
these institutions share several characteristics with tribal colleges, they generally
have a different racial/ethnic student and staff composition. Thus, the data for
some tribal colleges may be less reliable than desired.

A third problem is that institutions rely on student-reported racial/ethnic
distributions. As previously mentioned, the propensity to identify with one or
another racial/ethnic group may change over time, thus making trend analyses
difficult.

QUANTITATIVE Versus
QUAI.ITATIVE Dara

A [ﬂ\ The quantitative data presented in this sourcebook provide a
g W numerical description of the status of Native Americans in higher

education. However, they cannot describe the environment

‘us. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS), “Fall Enrollment
in Colleges and Universities” survey; and Integrated Postsecondary Education Data Systems (IPEDS), “Fall Enrollment” survey. As published in
NCES, Digest of Education Statistics: 1991, table 195, p. 200, 1991; Digest of Education Statistics: 1992, table 194, pp. 204-205, 1992;
and Digest of Education Statistics: 1996, table 203, pp. 208-209, 1996.
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Introduction

experienced by American Indians and Alaska Natives in one institution or
another. Qualitative analysis, however, may be able to help explain these
differences. For example, case studies, focus groups, and site visits may help
explain why one particular institution has higher retention rates for American
Indians and Alaska Natives than other institutions. In future research,
qualitative studies should be considered to complement and enhance the
quantitative data.

STRUCTU RE OF THE SOU RCEBOOK

The sourcebook is divided into chapters based on various issues associated
with postsecondary education. An effort was made to limit the coverage of
each chapter to one specific topic, but overlap between
chapters does occur. The following is a brief summary
of the chapters:

Chapter 1 examines American Indian and Alaska Native demographics to
provide a context to discuss the issue of higher education. It also contains a
historical overview of Native American postsecondary education in the
United States.

Chapter 2 discusses Native American students’ access to postsecondary
institutions. It examines high school performance, standardized test scores,
and other factors affecting students’ opportunities to pursue a post-
secondary degree.

Chapter 3 considers Native American enrollment in postsecondary
education from 1976 to 1994. It includes discussions of enroliment by
institution level and control and student’s sex, attendance status, degree
level, major field of study, institution, and state. This chapter also discusses
American Indian and Alaska Native student persistence and graduation
rates at postsecondary institutions.

Chapter 4 analyzes degree completions for Native American students at all
degree levels. It considers the number and percentage of degrees being
awarded at each level, trends in degree attainment, and the major fields of
study in which degrees are attained. This chapter also examines the
characteristics of degree recipients and discusses the institutions of higher
education and tribal colleges awarding the largest number of degrees to
Native American students.
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Chapter 5 examines the receipt and use of financial aid among American
Indian and Alaska Native students. The discussion is primarily focused on
the undergraduate and doctorate degree levels. The use of personal
funding sources, federal grants and loans, state programs, and institutional
financial aid is considered.

Chapter 6 summarizes national statistics on American Indian and Alaska
Native postsecondary education faculty and presents information on
nonfaculty employment of Native Americans in postsecondary institutions.
Data reflecting full- and part-time staff; faculty salaries; distribution of staff
by institution control, institution level, and program area; tenure status; and
new hires are discussed.

Chapter 7 provides a historical overview of tribal colleges. It discusses their
origins, their accomplishments, the difficulties they face, and their future
goals.

Appendices A to E. Appendix A provides supplemental data tables that
correspond to chapters 1 through 6. Appendix B includes selected standard
error tables. Appendix C provides a glossary of terms and a list of acronyms
that appear throughout the sourcebook. Appendix D provides a list of
documents that were cited in the sourcebook. Appendix E lists additional
sources of information about American Indian and Alaska Native
participation in postsecondary education.
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Demographics and Historical Overview

T

he American Indian and Alaska Native' population has experienced
tremendous growth during the 20th century. It is concentrated in the Western
United States and is younger than the overall population. American Indians
and Alaska Natives tend to have lower family incomes and higher poverty rates
than the nationwide averages, and their levels of educational attainment
continue to lag behind those of the general population.

This chapter discusses the basic demographic characteristics of American
Indians and Alaska Natives, including their educational attainment and labor
force outcomes. It also provides a brief examination of the history of Native
American education from early education activities through new education
measures introduced in the 1990s. The summary tables referred to in the text
appear at the end of the chapter.

H IGHLIGHTS FROM THE

1990 D:ecenniar €ensus

The American Indian population experienced tremendous growth in the
20th century, increasing from 237,000 people in 1900 to 1.9 million people
in 1990 (figure 1-1), including some growth attributable to increased self-
identification. Despite this growth, American Indians composed only 0.8
percent of the total population in 1990 (summary table S1-1).

In 1990, Native Americans were younger than the overall population, with
36 percent of Native Americans compared with 26 percent of the total
population being under the age of 18 (figure 1-2).

Nearly half of all American Indians and Alaska Natives lived in the Western
United States in 1990 as did 21 percent of the total population. The largest
proportion of the total population (34 percent) lived in the South as did 29
percent of the American Indian and Alaska Native population (figure 1-3).

In 1990, four states had over 100,000 Native American residents, and an
additional seven states had over 50,000 Native American residents (figure
1-4).

"The terms “Native American” and “American Indian and Alaska Native” are used interchangeably throughout this chapter.
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SOU RCES OF DATA

Data collected by the U.S. Department

Slightly more than half of the Native American population (56 percent) and
75 percent of the total population lived in urban areas in 1990 (figure 1-5).

The majority of American Indian and Alaska Native families, like all U.S.
families, were married-couple families. Among American Indians and
Alaska Natives, however, 27 percent of all families were headed by a female
householder with no husband present compared with 17 percent of families
nationwide (figure 1-6).

American Indians and Alaska Natives participated in the labor force at rates
similar to the overall population, 62 percent and 65 percent, respectively.
Among both groups, men had higher participation rates than women (figure
1-7).

The most popular occupations for American Indians and Alaska Natives and
for all workers were technical, sales, and administrative support positions
(figure 1-8).

In 1990, the median family income for all Native American families was
$21,750. Nationwide, it was $35,225 (figure 1-9).

In American Indian and Alaska Native households headed by females with
no husband present, 50 percent were living below the poverty level.
Among all families headed by females with no husband present, 31 percent
were in poverty (figure 1-10).

In 1990, among those 25 years and older, 66 percent of Native Americans
had completed high school, 9 percent had attained a bachelor’s degree or
higher, and 3 percent held graduate or professional degrees. Among the
total population 25 years and older, 75 percent had completed high school,
20 percent had attained a bachelor’s degree or higher, and 7 percent held
graduate or professional degrees (figure 1-11 and p. 1-13).

Educational attainment varied among individual Indian tribes. The percent-
age of Indian tribe members 25 years and over who had completed a high
school degree or higher ranged from 94 percent for the Coos tribe to 29
percent for the Miccosukee tribe (summary table S1-5).

of Commerce, Bureau of the Census
were the basis for all the demographic statistics presented in this chapter. The
overview of Native American history from the 1500s through the 1990s relied
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Demographics and Historical Overview

primarily on the work of several individual researchers interested in the
education of American Indians and Alaska Natives as well as information
provided by the American Indian and Alaska Native authors of this sourcebook.

Demographic data. All demographic data were taken from decennial censuses
conducted by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Only the decennial census is large
enough to collect reliable data for American Indians and Alaska Natives as it
includes total population counts. In contrast, the sample sizes used in the
annual Current Population Surveys are too small to produce reliable estimates
for the Native American population. Thus, the most recent demographic data
available for Native Americans are from 1990. Several decennial censuses prior
to 1990 were also used, most notably the one conducted in 1980. Often the
data were taken directly from the Census of Population series of publications.
The Bureau of the Census also released a report in 1993, We the...First Americans,
that provided summary demographic data for Native Americans and offered
comparisons to the total U.S. population. Information from that report is used
frequently throughout this chapter.

Historical overview of education. This section was based on a number of
historical sources. Primary among them are Norman Oppelt's The Tribally
Controlled Indian Colleges: The Beginnings of Self Determination in American Indian
Education’ and American Indian and Alaska Native Higher Education: Toward a New
Century of Academic Achievement and Cultural Integrity written by Bobby Wright.?
Oppelt provides a detailed discussion of four centuries of tribal education
culminating in the founding of the tribal colleges and the federal policies of the
1980s. Wright also provides data concerning the history of Native American
education, but his data are generally less detailed than those presented by
Oppelt. The historical overview also relies on pieces of information found in a
report written by Judith Fries entitled The American Indian in Higher Education:
1975-76 to 1984-85," various reports issued by the National Center for Education
Statistics, articles published by the Chronicle of Higher Education, and tribal
college catalogs.

“Norman T. Oppelt, The Tribally Controlled Indian Colleges: The Beginnings of Self Determination in American Education, Tsaile, AZ: Navajo
Community College Press, 1990.

3Bobby Wright, American Indian and Alaska Native Higher Education: Toward a New Century of Academic Achievement and Cultural Integrity,
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Indian Nations At Risk Task Force, 1991.

“Judith E. Fries, The American Indian in Higher Education: 1975-76 to 1984-85, Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, National
Center for Education Statistics, 1987.
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DEMOG RAPHICS

This section provides a general overview of American Indians and
Alaska Natives. It begins with a discussion of the size and age
composition of the Native American population as well as information
about where this population resides. This discussion is followed by an
examination of Native American patrticipation in the labor force, median
family income, and poverty rates. The section concludes with American Indian
and Alaska Native educational attainment levels overall, at the tribal level, and
on Indian reservations.

Population. The American Indian population increased from about 237,000 in
1900 to slightly less than 2 million people in 1990 (figure 1-1). The majority of
this growth occurred from 1970 to 1990, when the population increased by
about 1.2 million people. Some of this tremendous growth is the result of more
self-identification by individuals with their Native American heritage. A
forthcoming NCES report written by Jeffrey Passell addresses this issue in more
detail. Regardless, in 1900, American Indians composed 0.3 percent of the total
population. By 1990, the proportion had climbed to 0.8 percent (summary
table S1-1).

Figure 1-1
American Indian population: Selected years, 1900-90

2,000,000 + 1,959,234

1,500,000 -
1,364,033

1,000,000 -
792,730

500,000 - 523,591

343,352

276,927
345,252 357499

237,196 244,437

0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990+

*1990 Census data include Eskimos and Aleuts.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census 1980 decennial census and 1990 decennial census. As published in Bureau of
the Census, 1980 Census of Population: General Population Characteristics, table 40, p. 1-22, 1982, and 1990 Census of Population: General
Population Characteristics, table 16, pp. 23-24, 1992.
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On an individual tribal basis, the largest American Indian tribe in 1990 was the
Cherokee with 308,000 members (summary table S1-2). It was followed by the
Navajo (219,000 members), the Chippewa (104,000), and the Sioux (103,000).
The size of American Indian tribes decreases rapidly, with the 20th largest tribe,
the Cheyenne, having only 11,000 members.

Age. The 1990 decennial census showed that American Indians and Alaska
Natives were younger than the overall population. About 36 percent of Native
Americans were under the age of 18 and 12 percent were 18 to 24 years old
(figure 1-2). Among all persons, 26 percent were under the age of 18 and 11
percent were 18 to 24 vyears old. This age distribution may affect
postsecondary enrollments in the ensuing decades as an increasing number of
Native Americans reach traditional college age.

Figure 1-2
Percent distribution of the American Indian and Alaska Native
population and total population, by age group: 1990

Under 18 35.6% O American Indian/
years old 25 6% Alaska Native
ETotal

18-24 12.2%
years old 10.8%

25-44 31.8%
years old 32.5%

45-64 14.6%
years old 18.6%
65 years 5.8%
and older 12.6%

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census. As published in
Bureau of the Census, 1990 Census of Population: General Population Characteristics, table 16, pp. 23-24, 1992.




Location. In 1990, nearly half (48 percent) of all American Indians and Alaska
Natives lived in the Western United States compared with 21 percent of the
total population who lived in that region (figure 1-3). The largest proportion of
the total population (34 percent) lived in the south.” For both groups, the
Northeast had the smallest percentage of the population; only 6 percent of
Native Americans lived in the Northeast compared with 20 percent of the total
population.

Figure 1-3
Percent distribution of American Indian and Alaska Native
population and total population, by region: 1990

American Indian/Alaska Native Total

Northeast
6.4%

Northeast
20.4%

Midwest
24.0%
Midwest
17.2%

NOTE: Regions are based on those established by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. For a listing of states
included in each region, refer to the sourcebook glossary contained in Appendix C. Because of rounding, percents may not add to 100.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census. As published in Bureau of the Census, 1990 Census
of Population: General Population Characteristics, table 276, p. 517, 1992.

® Based on the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census definition, the South extends as far north as
Maryland and Delaware and as far west as Texas and Oklahoma.
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Four states—California, Arizona, New Mexico and Oklahoma—each had over
100,000 Native American residents (figure 1-4), and an additional seven states
had at least 50,000 each. In the states where the largest number of American
Indians and Alaska Natives resided in 1990, the percentages living in identified
American Indian areas or identified Alaska Native village statistical areas
ranged from 6 percent in California to 82 percent in Oklahoma (calculated from
summary table S1-3).

Figure 1-4
Size of American Indian and Alaska Native population, by state: 1990

[ ] over 100,000
[ 50,000 to 100,000
[ ] under 50,000

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census. As published in Bureau of the Census, 1990
Census of Population: General Population Characteristics, table 276, p. 517, 1992.




Among all reservation and trust lands, the most populous was the Navajo
reservation and trust lands with 143,000 American Indian and Alaska Native
residents, followed by Pine Ridge reservation and trust lands with 11,000
American Indian and Alaska Native residents (summary table S1-4). Additional
analysis revealed that the majority (56 percent) of all American Indians and
Alaska Natives lived in urban areas in 1990 (figure 1-5). Among the total
population in 1990, a significantly higher proportion (75 percent) lived in urban
areas.

Figure 1-5
Percent distribution of American Indian and Alaska Native
population and total population, by urban/rural areas: 1990

American Indian/Alaska Native Total

Rural
43.8%

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census. As published in Bureau of
the Census, 1990 Census of Population: General Population Characteristics, table 36 and 44, pp. 49 and 57, 1992.
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Types of families. The majority of American Indian and Alaska Native, like all
U.S. families, were married-couple families with the husband and wife present in
the household (figure 1-6). About 27 percent of Native American families were
headed by a female householder without a husband present. Nationwide, 17
percent of all families were headed by a female with no husband present.

Figure 1-6
American Indian and Alaska Native families and
total families, by type of family: 1990

O American Indian/

Married- 64.2% Alaska Native
couple B Total
families 78.6%
Female
27.3%
householder, 0

no husband -E;%
present

Male 0
householder, 8.5%
no wife 4.9%
present

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census.
As published in Bureau of the Census, We the... First Americans, figure 5, p. 4, 1993.




Labor force participation. Native Americans participated in the labor force at
similar rates as the general population. Overall, labor force participation rates
were 65 percent for the total population and 62 percent for Native Americans
(figure 1-7). Men had higher participation rates than women for both American
Indians and Alaska Natives and the total population. Overall, 74 percent of
men and 57 percent of women were in labor force, as were 69 percent of men
and 55 percent of women among Native Americans.

Figure 1-7
American Indian and Alaska Native labor force participation
and total labor force participation, by sex: 1990

(Percent of persons 16 years and older)

O American Indian/
62.1% Alaska Native
Both sexes B Total
65.3%
69.4%
Male
74.4%
55.1%
Female
56.8%

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census.
As published in Bureau of the Census, We the... First Americans, figure 7, p. 5, 1993.
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Technical, sales, and administrative support positions were the most frequently
held occupation for both Native Americans (27 percent) and the general
population (32 percent; figure 1-8). For Native Americans, these positions were
followed by operators, fabricators, and laborers (19 percent) and service
occupations (19 percent). Among the overall population, managerial and
professional specialty positions (26 percent) and operators, fabricators, and
laborers (15 percent) were the next most popular occupations.

Figure 1-8
American Indian and Alaska Native population
and total population, by occupation: 1990

Managerial and 18.3% O American Indian/
professional specialty 26.4% Alaska Native
ETotal

Technical, sales, and 26.8%
administrative support 31.7%
; 18.5%
S
ervice ;—1'3.2%
Farming, forestry, i|3.3%

and fishing B> 50,

craft, and repair 11.3%

Operators, fabricators, 19.4%
and laborers 14.9%

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census.
As published in Bureau of the Census, We the... First Americans, figure 8, p. 5, 1993.

Precision production, |13_7%
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Median family income. Among all American Indian and Alaska Native
families, the median income was $21,750 (figure 1-9). It was higher among
married-couple families ($28,287) and substantially lower for families headed
by females with no husband present ($10,742). Median family income among
the total population was higher at every level than for Native Americans.
Overall, median family incomes ranged from $17,414 for families headed by
females with no husband present to $39,584 for married-couple families. The
overall median family income for all families was $35,225.

Figure 1-9
American Indian and Alaska Native median family income
and total median family income, by type of family: 1990

(In 1989 dollars) . N
O American Indian/

Alaska Native

All families
$35,225

Married-couple $28,287

families $39,584

Female
householder,
no husband $17.414
present

$10,742

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census.
As published in Bureau of the Census, We the... First Americans, figure 9, p. 6, 1993.
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Poverty rates. In 1989, the poverty rates among Native Americans were
higher than those among the overall population (figure 1-10). For example,
among married-couple families, 17 percent of American Indian and Alaska
Native families lived in poverty compared with 6 percent overall. In families
headed by females with no husband present, half (50 percent) of Native
Americans lived in poverty compared with 31 percent of the overall population.

Figure 1-10
American Indian and Alaska Native poverty rates
and total poverty rates, by type of family: 1989

O American Indian/
Alaska Native

Married-couple 17.0% M Total
families

5.5%

Male householder, 33.4%

no wife present - 13.8%

Female householder, 50.4%

no husband present
31.1%

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census.
As published in Bureau of the Census, We the... First Americans, figure 10, p. 6, 1993.
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Overall educational attainment. From 1980 to 1990, the percentage of
American Indians and Alaska Natives 25 years and older who had completed
high school increased from 56 percent to 66 percent (figure 1-11). Among the
total population, high school completion rates rose from 67 percent to 75
percent. Differences in degree attainment between these populations also
existed at the bachelor’'s level and higher. In 1980, 8 percent of Native
Americans and 16 percent of the overall population had earned bachelor’s
degrees. By 1990, slightly more than 20 percent of the general population had
attained a bachelor’s degree or higher compared with 9 percent of the Native
American population. Also in 1990, 3 percent of Native Americans and 7
percent of the total population held graduate or professional degrees.

Figure 1-11
Educational attainment of American Indian and Alaska Native
population and total population, 25 years and older: 1980 and 1990

01980
American Indian/ 55.5% W 1990
Alaska Native high school 65.5%
graduates or higher
Total population 66.5%
high school 75.2%
graduates or higher
American Indian/ 7 79
Alaska Native with ; AP
bachelor's degree 9.3%
or higher
Total population 16.2%
with bachelor's 20.3%
degree or higher*
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent

*In 1980, this category was percent of population who had completed 4 or more years of college.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1980 decennial census and 1990 decennial census.
As published in Bureau of the Census, 1980 Census of Population: General Social and Economic Characteristics, figure 11,
p. 1-10, and table 123, p. 1-98, 1983, and 1990 Census of Population: Education in the United States, table 1, pp. 1, 7, 1994.

‘us. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, We the... First Americans, figure 6, p. 4, 1993.
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Tribal educational attainment. There is a wide range in the levels of
educational attainment achieved by individual tribes. For example, the
percentage of Indian tribe members who had completed a high school degree
or higher ranged from 94 percent for the Coos tribe to 29 percent for the
Miccosukee tribe (summary table S1-5). Substantially smaller percentages of
tribe members completed bachelor’'s degrees or higher. The completion rates
ranged from 32 percent for members of the Chehalis tribe to less than one half
of one percent for the Cupeno, Salinan, and Serrano tribes. These differences
may be related to varying resource availability levels among the tribes as well
as different levels of emphasis placed on completing high school and attaining
a college degree. For example, some tribes are benefiting from casinos that
have been established on their reservations, while other tribes continue to
experience high rates of unemployment and poverty.

On average, 54 percent of the persons 25 years and older living on Indian
reservations had earned a high school diploma or higher by 1990 (figure 1-12).
Five reservations had above average high school completion rates with the
highest completion rate occurring at the Blackfeet reservation in Montana (66
percent). It was followed by the Hopi reservation in Arizona (63 percent) and
the Rosebud reservation in South Dakota (59 percent).
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Figure 1-12
Percent of American Indians and Alaska Natives with a high
school diploma or higher, 25 years and older, by reservation: 1990

Total American Indian/Alaska

Native high school graduates 165.8%
All reservations* 153.8%
Blackfeet, MT 66.3%
Hopi, AZ* 62.6%
Rosebud, SD* 59.3%
Zuni-Pueblo, AZ-NM* 55.4%
Pine Ridge, NE-SD* 55.2%

San Carlos, AZ 49.4%
Fort Apache, AZ 48.3%
Papago, AZ
Navajo, AZ-NM-VT*

Gila River, AZ 37.3%

*Includes trust lands.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census. As published in Bureau of the Census,
We the... First Americans, figure 15, p. 9, 1993; and 1990 Census of Population: Education in the United States, table 1, p. 7, 1994.

HistoricaL Overview oF HicHER EpucaTiON

This section uses a timeline (exhibit 1-1) to provide a brief overview of Native
American postsecondary education from the first attempts to educate and
assimilate American Indians through President Clinton’s 1996 Executive Order
to provide additional assistance to tribal colleges. The timeline covers over 400
years of history, highlighting and describing key events. This presentation,
however, does not include many tangential events that may have indirectly

affected Native American postsecondary education.
A

~
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Demographics and Historical Overview

Exhibit 1-1
Four Centuries of American Indian and
Alaska Native Postsecondary Education

1568 Jesuits established the first school for Indians in Cuba.

1618 The British monarchy set aside land to establish a college for American
Indians in Virginia. A rebellion by the Native population ended the
English plans.

1636 Harvard College was founded to educate English and Indian students.

1656 An Indian College was constructed on the campus of Harvard College.

1693 The College of William and Mary was founded with a mission to

Christianize the Indians included in its charter.

1761 The Reverend Eleazer Wheelock, a Congregational minister, founded
Moore’s Charity School to convert the Indians. It was the first school to
admit female Indian students.

1769 Reverend Eleazer Wheelock founded Dartmouth College to provide
higher education opportunities for American Indians. The institution
never became a predominantly Indian school.

1794 The first treaty between the United States and an Indian Nation to include
provisions for federal funding of Indian education in exchange for Indian
land was signed.

1819 Congress appropriated funds to provide for the education and civilization
of the American Indians.

1825 The Choctaw tribe opened Choctaw Academy. The institution provided
the most advanced academic and vocational training available to
American Indians. It survived until the 1840s.

1830s The Cherokees, Choctaws, and other members of the Five Civilized Tribes
organized their own educational systems using tribal, federal, and
missionary funds. These schools provided the American Indians with a
literacy rate that was temporarily higher than that of their white
neighbors. These educational systems lasted until the late 1800s when
the federal government became increasingly involved with Indian
education.

1860 The federal government established the first federal boarding school for
American Indians. It was located on the Yakima Reservation in
Washington Territory.

1879 The federal government established the first off-reservation boarding
school for American Indians in Catlisle, Pennsylvania. These federal
boarding schools emphasized agricultural, industrial, and domestic arts
rather than more academic subject areas.

1880 The Baptists used a land grant from the Creek tribe to establish Indian
University in Muskogee, Oklahoma. The institution was renamed Bacone
College in 1910 and has continued to have a strong commitment to
educating Native Americans in the 1990s.
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Exhibit 1-1.
Four Centuries of American Indian and
Alaska Native Postsecondary Education (continued)

1887 The North Carolina General Assembly created the Croatan Normal School.
It later became Pembroke State College for Indians when it started
offering 4-year degrees to Indian students.

1928 The Merriam Report was delivered to Congress highlighting the lack of
opportunities in higher education available to American Indians.

1934 In response to the Merriam Report, the Indian Reorganization Act, also
known as the Indian Bill of Rights, gave Indian tribes the right to form a
constitution, have self-government, and form tribal corporations. It also
stopped further losses of Indian lands and provided some federal loan
money for American Indians’ college expenses.

1936 Also in response to the Merriam Report, amendments made to the
Johnson-O’Malley Act authorized contracts between the federal
government and the states for the provision of Indian higher education.

1948 The Bureau of Indian Affairs established the higher education scholarship
grant program.

1954 Arizona State University established the Arizona State Indian Education
Center and became the first institution to offer undergraduate and
graduate Indian education courses.

Late 1950s Twenty-four tribes offered scholarship funds to Native American students.

1962 The Santa Fe Boarding School, originally founded as an off-reservation
boarding school in 1890, was renamed the Institute of American Indian
Arts and began offering postsecondary training in the arts to Indians.

1965 Title Ill of the Higher Education Act provided grants to strengthen
developing institutions of higher education, especially institutions serving
minority students. These funds aided in the establishment of the tribally
controlled colleges via their association with sponsoring 4-year
institutions.

1967 The University of New Mexico opened the American Indian Law Center to
increase the supply of Indian lawyers. The center became a separate,
Indian-controlled institution in 1976.

The Senate established a subcommittee to study Indian Education. Its
report, released in 1969, reaffirmed many of the findings of the Merriam
Report and called for greater control by Native Americans over their own
education.

1968 The Navajo Nation established Navajo Community College in Arizona.
This institution was the first tribally controlled community college.

1970 Haskell Institute, originally founded as an off-reservation boarding school
in 1884, changed its name to Haskell Indian Junior College when it began
to offer postsecondary courses.
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Demographics and Historical Overview

Exhibit 1-1.
Four Centuries of American Indian and
Alaska Native Postsecondary Education (continued)

1971 Congress passed the Navajo Community College Assistance Act providing
Navajo Community College with a federal appropriation based on its
enrollment as well as providing a limited amount of funding for capital
construction.

1972 The Indian Education Act created an Office of Indian Education within the
U.S. Department of Education and established the National Advisory
Council on Indian Education (NACIE).

The American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) was created
by six tribal colleges to provide technical assistance and undertake
advocacy efforts. AIHEC played an instrumental role in securing
additional funds for the tribal college movement and in aiding in the
development of new tribally controlled colleges.

1975 Congress passed the Indian Self-Determination Act and the Education
Assistance Act.

1976 Navajo Community College became the first tribal college to gain full
accreditation as a 2-year college offering associate’s degrees.

1978 Congress passed the Tribally Controlled Community College Act, providing
funding for the establishment and improvement of tribally controlled
colleges.

1983 Oglala Lakota College and Sinte Gleska College became the first two
tribal colleges accredited to offer bachelor’s degrees.

1988 Congress reauthorized the Indian Education Act and called for a White
House Conference on Indian Education.

1989 Sinte Gleska College was the first tribal college to receive accreditation to
offer master’s degrees.

1991 The Indian Nations At Risk Task Force, established by the U.S. Secretary of

Education, released its report emphasizing the need to improve financial

aid programs for Native American students, encourage Native American

students to become teachers, and develop a national database on Native
American education.

1992 The White House Conference on Indian Education led to 114
recommendations concerning Indian education.
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Exhibit 1-1.
Four Centuries of American Indian and
Alaska Native Postsecondary Education (continued)

1994 The U.S. Congress gave land-grant status to tribal colleges.

According to the U.S. Department of Education, about 128,000 American
Indian and Alaska Native students were enrolled in postsecondary
education.

1996 President Clinton issued the Tribal Colleges Executive Order, directing
federal agencies to provide more resources to tribal colleges.

SOURCE: This timeline draws heavily from the following sources: Fries, Judith, E., The American Indian in Higher
Education: 1975-76 to 1984-85, Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education
Statistics, 1987. National Advisory Council on Indian Education, Indian Education: A Federal Entitlement, 19th
Annual Report to Congress, Fiscal Year 1992, Washington, DC: Author, 1992. Oppelt, Norman T., The Tribally
Controlled Indian Colleges: The Beginnings of Self Determination in American Indian Education, Tsaile, AZ: Navajo
Community College Press, 1990. Wright, Bobby, American Indian and Alaska Native Higher Education: Toward a
New Century of Academic Achievement and Cultural Integrity, Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Indian
Nations At Risk Task Force, 1991. Wright, Bobby and William G. Tierney, “American Indians in Higher Education: A
History of Cultural Conflict,” Winds of Change, March/April 1991.

CONCI.USION

The American Indian and Alaska Native population has experienced
tremendous growth in this century. It has also made improvements in its
overall level of educational attainment, although educational

\%\%Mf;lilyﬁ///, attainment varies substantially by tribe. Native Americans, however,

SN
$’§¢“uun‘/ﬁ2 . . .
==: :=z continue to earn salaries lower than the national average, to have
A o S . . :
”Zj%dmm\\\\i\\\\ higher poverty rates than the overall population, and to have higher
7muw

rates of single-parent families. At the same time, this population has a
higher concentration of people under the age of 24 than the overall population.
The higher high school graduation rates, coupled with the age distribution of
this population, suggests that an increasing number of American Indians and
Alaska Natives will be eligible for college enrollment in the coming years. The
changes that have occurred in Indian education since the 1960s make higher
education more accessible to Native Americans today than ever before.
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Table S1-1. Total population and American Indian population, by sex: Selected years, 1900-90

Total population American Indian population
Year Total Men Women Total Percent Of. total Men Women
population
76,212,168 38,968,689 37,243,479 237,196 0.3 119,484 117,712
92,228,531 47,501,233 44,727,298 276,927 0.3 140,818 136,109
106,021,568 54,086,116 51,935,452 244,437 0.2 125,068 119,369
123,202,660 62,395,484 60,807,176 343,352 0.3 175,938 167,414
132,165,129 66,349,730 65,815,399 345,252 0.3 177,215 168,037
151,325,798 75,186,606 76,139,192 357,499 0.2 186,062 171,437
179,323,175 88,331,494 90,991,681 523,591 0.3 263,369 260,222
203,211,926 98,912,192 104,299,734 792,730 0.4 388,691 404,039
226,545,805 110,053,161 116,492,644 1,364,033 0.6 673,517 690,516
248,709,873 121,239,418 127,470,455 1,959,234 0.8 967,186 992,048

*1990 census data include Eskimos and Aleuts.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1980 decennial census and 1990 decennial census. As published in 1980
Census of Population: General Population Characteristics, table 40, p. 1-22, 1982; and 1990 Census of Population: General Population
Characteristics, table 16, pp.23-24, 1992.



Table S1-2. Percent distribution of American Indian tribes with
populations of 10.000 or more: 1990

Tribe | Number | Percent distribution
TOtAI o 1,878,285 100.0
308,132 16.4
219,198 11.7
103,826 5.5
103,255 5.5
Choctaw 82,299 4.4
Pueblo 52,939 2.8
50,051 2.7
Iroquois®... 49,038 2.6
Lumbee. ) 48,444 2.6
..... . 43,550 2.3
32,234 1.7
22,379 1.2
20,631 11
16,763 0.9
16,041 0.9
14,431 0.8
Tlingit 13,925 0.7
Seminole 13,797 0.7
Alaskan Athabaskans 13,738 0.7
Cheyenne.......... 11,456 0.6
Comanche 11,322 0.6
Paiute............. 11,142 0.6
Puget Sound Salish 10,246 0.5

!Includes other American Indian tribes, not shown separately. Therefore, details do not add to totals.
2Any entry with the spelling "Siouan" was miscoded to Sioux in North Carolina.
3Reporting and/or processing problems have affected the data for these tribes.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 Census of Population: General
Population Characteristics, American Indian and Alaska Native Areas, and press release CB92-244. As
published in U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Statistical Abstract of the United States:
1994, table 52, p. 50, 1994.



Table S1-3. American Indian and Alaska Native population living in selected states,
by identified areas and households types: 1990

Identified area and household type | Total' | Oklahoma | California | Arizona |New Mexico Alaska Washington

(Numbers in thousands)

Total population...........ccoceveiieieniieiie e 1,959 252 242 204 134 86 81
Inside identified areas...........ccccoveriiir e 739 207 14 142 88 48 22
American Indian areas.............cccoeviiniiiicininnnns 692 207 14 142 88 1 22
RESEIVALON ArEAS%..........oeveeveeeeeereereerseesersen 411 6 13 142 68 1 21
TIUSEIANAS®. ... 26 -- kid * 19 -- 1
Tribal jurisdiction statistical areas®.................... 201 201 -- -- -- -- --
Tribal designated statistical areas”... 54 -- - -- - -- -
Alaska Native village statistical areas®................. a7 -- - -- - a7 --
Outside identified areas 1,220 45 229 61 47 37 60
Total households.............cccoccvviiiiiiiiiiiiis 591 78 79 50 33 22 25
Family households............ccccooiiiiiiiciic 442 59 56 41 28 16 18
Married-couple family..........cccccoiiiiiiiiniiniens 284 43 37 24 16 10 11
With related children............cccooiiiiiiiiinn, 179 25 21 18 13 7 6
With no related children...........ccccoocevieiiennnnn. 104 18 15 6 4 2 4
Male householder, no spouse present................. 37 3 5 4 3 2 2
With related children 25 2 3 3 2 1 1
With no related children... 12 1 2 1 1 1 *
Female householder, no spouse present............. 121 13 15 13 8 5 6
With related children........................ . 94 9 11 10 6 4 5
With no related children 27 3 4 3 2 1 1
Nonfamily households.... 149 19 23 9 6 6 7
One person households 116 16 16 7 5 5 5
Two or more person households.......................... 33 2 7 2 1 1 2

--2 Not applicable. Area not allocated in this state.
**Fewer than 500.

*Includes other states not shown separately. Therefore, details across rows do not add to totals.

2Federal American Indian reservations are areas with boundaries established by treaty, statute, and/or executive or court order, and recognized by the federal
government as territory in which American Indian tribes have jurisdiction. State reservations are lands held in trust by state governments for the use and benefit of
a given tribe.

®Property associated with a particular American Indian reservation or tribe and held in trust by the federal government. These lands are located outside of a
reservation boundary.

“Areas delineated by federally recognized tribes in Oklahoma without a reservation for which the Census Bureau tabulates data.

®Areas delineated outside Oklahoma by federally and state recognized tribes without a land base or associated trust lands to provide statistical areas for which the
Census Bureau tabulates data.

®Alaska native villages constitute tribes, bands, clans, groups, villages, communities, or associations in Alaska that are recognized pursuant to the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act of 1972.

NOTE: As of April 1, 1991, households are based on race of householder. Totals include states not shown in this table. Because of rounding, details in columns
may not add to totals.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 Census of Population: General Population Characteristics: American Indian and Alaska
Native Areas. As published in U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 1994, table 51, p. 50, 1994.



Table S1-4. American Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut, and total population living on
selected reservations and trust lands: 1990

Reservation and trust lands with 5,000 or more Total American Indians/Eskimos/Aleuts
American Indians, Eskimos, and Aleuts population Number | Percent

All reservations and trust [ands™...............cooeeeoeerrscoeeeeeeeen 808,163 437,431 54.1
Navajo and trust lands, AZ-NM-UT..........cccccrvviriiiniiieniieneenne 148,451 143,405 96.6
Pine Ridge and trust lands, NE-SD 12,215 11,182 91.5
Fort Apache, AZ 10,394 9,825 94.5
Gila RIVET, AZ....oiiiiiiietete ettt 9,540 9,116 95.6
Papago, AZ.......ccccoevvernenns 8,730 8,480 97.1
Rosebud and trust lands, SD.. 9,696 8,043 83.0
San Carlos, AZ..........cc..... 7,294 7,110 97.5
Zuni, Pueblo, AZ-NM 7,412 7,073 95.4
Hopi and trust lands, AZ 7,360 7,061 95.9
Blackfeet, MT 8,549 7,025 82.2
Turtle Mountain and trust lands, ND-SD 7,106 6,772 95.3
Yakima and trust lands, WA 27,668 6,307 22.8
OSAGE, OK ..ottt 41,645 6,161 14.8
Fort Peck, MT... 10,595 5,782 54.6
Wind River, WY... 21,851 5,676 26.0
Eastern Cherokee, NC.. 6,527 5,388 82.5
Flathead, MT 21,259 5,130 24.1
Cheyenne RIVET, SD.........cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceieeteee e 7,743 5,100 65.9

Total includes reservations and trust lands with less than 5,000 American Indians, Eskimos, and Aleuts. Therefore, details do not

add to totals.

>The Osage reservation is coextensive with Osage County. Data shown for this reservation are for the entire county.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 Census of Population: General Population Characteristics,
American Indian and Alaska Native Areas, and press release CB92-244. As published in U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of
the Census, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 1994, table 52, p. 50, 1994.



Table S1-5. Tribal population and percent distribution of highest level of educational attainment for persons 25 years and over, by tribe: 1990

Distribution by highest level of educational attainment
Total Associate's degree
Tribe U.S. tribal |Less than 5th| 5th to 8th 9th to 12th | High school | Some college Bachelor's Master's Professional Doctor's
population grade grade grade, no graduate* Occupational |  Academic degree degree degree degree
diploma
(Percent)

American Indian. 1,040,955 45 9.2 20.7 28.9 20.9 3.8 2.7 6.1 23 0.7 0.3
Abenaki 938 0.4 14.3 16.7 33.7 21.1 3.1 13 53 3.0 11 **
Alaska Native 695 2.2 8.6 20.9 28.2 16.7 3.9 4.2 115 3.9 ** **
Alaskan Athabaskans. 7,048 9.4 9.9 15.6 37.6 19.0 1.9 1.6 4.0 0.5 0.3 0.4
Algonquian. 1,201 0.7 5.0 18.2 20.9 26.0 53 3.9 11.8 5.7 1.4 11

27,717 2.7 8.8 24.7 28.5 21.4 4.0 3.0 4.9 13 0.5 0.3
Arapaho.. 3,340 0.7 6.5 23.9 321 18.7 59 34 4.2 2.2 ** 0.7
Arikara.... 724 1.5 5.4 25.1 20.0 29.1 4.1 1.9 4.8 7.3 ** 0.6
Assiniboine 2,915 0.6 7.7 16.9 28.4 26.0 6.1 3.8 6.6 3.0 0.8 **
Bannock 81 ** 0.0 235 7.4 27.2 ** ** 28.4 1.0 ** **
Blackfoot 22,345 16 6.3 20.8 27.3 26.6 4.7 3.3 5.8 2.6 0.6 0.4
Brotherton.. 314 0.6 8.3 143 42.0 19.1 4.8 ** 4.1 6.1 ** **
Caddo. 1,494 0.3 35 195 30.7 25.8 5.8 2.4 7.8 23 0.5 13
Cahuilla.. 577 1.2 35 24.6 354 26.7 24 3.3 16 1.0 0.4 **
California tribes 806 0.7 4.0 24.7 31.3 26.2 3.9 1.2 7.3 ** 0.7 **
Canadian and Latin American.. 14,157 9.1 12.6 19.3 22.8 19.5 35 2.8 5.0 2.9 16 1.0
Catawba.... 511 25 155 133 38.2 14.1 6.9 1.4 31 5.1 ** **
Cayuse 110 ** 3.6 345 17.3 20.0 9.1 ** 9.1 6.4 ** **
Chehalis. 135 2.2 14.8 17.8 29.6 3.7 ** ** 25.9 ** ** 5.9
Chemakuan... 342 0.6 4.7 37.4 25.4 29.8 0.9 0.6 0.6 ** ** **
Chemehuevi.. 292 ** 1.0 41.4 27.1 25.0 3.1 1.7 0.7 ** ** **
Cherokee 229,231 2.6 9.1 20.1 28.1 22.4 3.7 2.8 6.9 2.8 0.8 0.5
Cherokee Shawnee 531 24 12.4 19.4 275 19.6 3.2 2.8 10.2 25 ** **
Cheyenne 5,480 16 7.8 21.1 27.7 28.4 2.8 3.6 4.7 1.8 0.3 0.2
Cheyenne-Arapaho. 936 1.3 11 22.2 32.6 27.0 7.6 1.9 5.6 0.3 0.4 hid
Chickahominy. 663 3.2 75 27.8 29.7 17.0 0.6 2.7 115 ** ** **
Chickasaw. 12,631 21 57 18.0 275 26.1 4.0 21 9.6 35 13 0.2
Chinook 561 ** 7.3 155 40.1 26.2 0.7 13 6.8 16 0.5 **
Chippewa... 54,804 16 8.2 20.6 31.8 21.8 5.0 2.8 6.1 16 0.4 0.2
Chitimacha. 299 8.4 13.0 12.4 485 9.7 2.0 ** 6.0 ** ** **
Choctaw. 49,128 3.6 8.1 18.1 28.6 22.2 35 2.8 8.4 34 11 0.5
Chumash 1,861 1.7 8.1 259 27.1 26.8 23 2.8 4.6 0.7 ** **
Coeur d'Alene 465 1.9 9.5 24.7 21.9 25.8 52 3.2 24 5.4 ** **
Coharie 745 4.2 7.2 27.1 34.8 9.8 7.4 0.3 54 3.9 ** **
Colorado River. 694 3.9 8.9 18.6 333 28.4 35 14 2.0 ** ** **
Colville 3,548 15 8.7 16.3 33.7 22.9 53 2.6 7.1 13 0.5 0.1
Comanche. 6,560 1.9 4.7 19.3 28.8 24.3 3.9 3.0 8.3 45 1.0 0.4
Coos 125 ** ** 5.6 49.6 29.6 4.8 5.6 4.8 ** ** **
Coquilles 224 ** 4.5 259 20.1 18.3 0.9 1.8 21.4 7.1 ** **
Costanoan. 545 29 114 24.4 19.8 22.2 5.0 il 11.6 1.5 13 *x
Coushatta 633 3.8 111 20.9 31.8 16.7 13 5.7 7.1 17 ** **
Cowlitz 548 ** 10.6 8.2 425 23.4 2.7 1.6 8.4 11 ** 15
Cree.... 4,334 21 8.7 18.3 25.4 26.4 4.0 3.6 7.9 25 0.7 0.5
Creek.. 25,182 23 6.2 18.3 305 22.7 3.9 34 8.4 34 0.7 0.3

Croatan.........oooooviiiiin 131 13.7 6.1 13.7 24.4 24.4 3.1 o 145 *x wox *x




Table S1-5. Tribal population and percent distribution of highest level of educational attainment for persons 25 years and over, by tribe: 1990
(continued)

Distribution by highest level of educational attainment
Total Associate's degree
Tribe U.S. tribal |Less than 5th| 5th to 8th 9th to 12th | High school | Some college Bachelor's Master's Professional Doctor's
population grade grade grade, no graduate* Occupational |  Academic degree degree degree degree
diploma
(Percent)
4,535 13 7.6 20.9 23.7 29.7 3.9 21 7.4 21 0.8 0.6
167 ** 3.0 37.7 28.7 28.7 ** 1.8 ** ** ** **
5,931 0.9 5.7 17.2 317 21.6 2.7 3.2 11.3 4.7 0.5 0.7
1,256 23 8.1 31.1 25.2 23.9 25 4.4 21 0.4 ** **
2,396 5.3 12.1 20.3 285 19.4 35 2.0 53 2.4 0.6 0.7
Fort Berthold.... 687 2.2 8.3 13.1 27.4 30.1 4.4 2.0 9.8 2.2 0.6 **
Fort Hall 1,591 1.7 9.2 24.1 34.3 19.9 7.2 1.7 16 0.4 ** **
Gabrieleno. 372 ** 3.2 27.2 223 19.6 4.3 12.9 54 5.1 ** **
Gila River. 662 ** 14.0 27.2 31.9 17.4 35 11 2.6 2.4 ** **
Grand Ronde 670 21 4.6 28.4 31.3 233 25 13 54 11 ** **
Gros Ventres 1,383 1.0 10.3 17.1 31.2 21.3 4.8 4.6 6.4 1.7 15 **
945 0.2 53 18.4 29.5 29.6 6.2 25 3.6 2.9 1.0 0.7
1,597 9.1 19.8 28.4 229 11.9 3.1 23 1.4 11 ** **
708 ** 34 9.5 225 32.3 7.1 7.8 15.4 21 ** **
1,180 0.8 35 28.1 34.1 20.1 23 4.0 4.5 2.2 0.5 **
3,634 21.0 30.6 18.3 19.5 7.6 11 0.5 11 0.2 0.2 **
842 0.8 6.7 15.1 35.7 211 5.9 2.6 7.7 1.1 3.2 **
Iroquiois.. 30,882 16 8.9 17.7 30.8 22.6 4.0 3.2 7.0 2.8 0.9 0.6
Juaneno 928 2.6 24 26.4 25.9 22.8 8.6 2.7 6.8 15 ** 0.3
Kalispel 82 2.4 12.2 12.2 329 28.1 ** ** 12.2 ** ** **
Karok... 1,704 0.9 6.9 18.9 334 24.2 33 35 6.6 11 0.7 0.5
Kaw. . 728 *x 34 16.2 26.5 275 4.5 1.5 10.2 5.4 4.0 0.8
Kickapoo. 1,727 10.7 4.5 15.9 31.2 215 3.6 3.0 6.0 3.1 0.1 0.4
Kiowa 4,692 11 2.6 17.1 30.7 27.3 2.8 4.2 9.2 4.0 0.5 0.4
Klallam . 797 0.8 7.7 28.6 33.1 22.0 1.0 0.9 51 0.9 ** **
Klamath.. 1,461 1.2 53 23.7 35.0 20.3 4.4 1.9 6.0 0.8 1.0 0.4
Konkow. 212 9.9 16.5 33.0 255 13.7 ** ** ** 1.4 ** **
Kootenai.... 378 2.4 4.0 135 429 22.0 5.6 1.9 6.3 ** ** 16
Long Island 261 ** ** 26.4 19.9 253 3.8 1.2 13.8 3.8 57 **
Luiseno 1,479 1.0 4.8 21.0 29.3 21.4 4.7 7.3 7.9 1.8 ** 0.9
Lumbee... 27,343 7.0 15.4 26.1 26.4 117 2.8 13 6.9 1.9 0.4 0.2
Lummi 1,435 0.6 11.7 22.7 30.7 21.8 2.8 2.6 58 13 ** **
1,210 2.6 6.1 25.0 25.7 25.0 6.3 4.1 21 2.9 0.2 **
754 0.5 113 21.6 30.4 20.6 3.2 11 6.8 2.4 15 0.8
463 0.4 145 14.0 43.4 7.1 1.7 2.8 12.7 1.1 2.2 **
Mandan.. . 607 ** 6.6 16.0 25.9 28.3 33 6.6 4.9 5.4 3.0 **
Mattapon 311 3.2 135 16.1 21.9 14.8 9.0 4.8 10.6 6.1 ** **
Menominee... 4,026 1.9 75 24.2 36.2 195 3.1 2.4 4.0 0.8 0.1 0.3
Miami 2,505 0.2 33 14.6 36.4 21.4 53 3.6 8.8 4.1 2.0 0.4
i 150 253 233 22.7 10.7 12.7 ** 13 ** ** 4.0 **
Micmac 1,487 2.6 11.2 17.2 28.0 22.8 2.8 2.6 9.2 2.6 0.1 0.8
Mission Indians.... 1,399 13 9.6 20.9 34.0 21.6 23 2.6 4.2 2.7 0.8 **
Miwok 1,818 1.0 7.6 321 28.1 20.1 3.6 1.2 52 0.6 0.4 **
Modoc 297 0.7 3.4 15.8 30.0 23.9 9.4 3.7 8.8 4.4 ** **




Table S1-5. Tribal population and percent distribution of highest level of educational attainment for persons 25 years and over, by tribe: 1990

(continued)

Distribution by highest level of educational attainment

Total Associate's degree
Tribe U.S. tribal |Less than 5th| 5th to 8th 9th to 12th | High school | Some college Bachelor's Master's Professional Doctor's
population grade grade grade, no graduate* Occupational |  Academic degree degree degree degree
diploma
(Percent)

Mohegan 696 0.1 4.6 20.1 36.6 25.7 ** 1.0 8.0 13 13 11
Mono.........ccuenie 894 13 6.6 29.8 26.1 24.3 4.3 34 4.1 0.2 ** **
Nanticoke 1,054 0.9 18.7 15.7 30.6 15.9 1.9 0.8 10.8 4.0 ** 0.7
Narragansett.... 1,474 23 9.4 20.2 32.0 20.9 4.7 2.4 6.3 0.7 ** 1.0
Navajo 100,594 17.1 11.2 20.8 26.1 15.2 33 1.9 3.1 12 0.2 0.1
Nez Perce.. 2,179 1.5 7.4 14.0 24.8 30.8 5.0 4.6 7.1 3.2 11 0.5
Nomalaki.... 171 ** 8.8 38.6 22.8 193 4.1 ** 6.4 ** ** **
Northwest tribes... 529 15 3.2 39.1 26.3 19.8 11 3.8 3.8 ** 13 **
Omaha 1,920 16 9.4 22.8 29.0 22.6 4.2 5.2 3.2 12 0.8 0.1
Oregon Athabaskan 165 hid 3.0 121 50.9 21.2 ** hid 12.7 hid ** hid

6,212 0.4 2.7 10.2 27.1 29.7 3.6 4.2 14.6 6.0 0.9 0.6
Otoe-Missouria. 918 0.2 4.1 21.8 29.4 22.4 20 5.4 12.0 1.7 0.9 **
Ottawa. 4,245 0.9 7.2 21.8 325 235 3.1 2.8 55 21 0.4 0.2

5773 2.0 6.9 24.8 335 20.3 4.5 2.6 3.9 0.9 0.4 0.1
Pamunkey.. 264 1.9 6.4 10.6 25.0 193 7.6 2.7 9.5 11.0 6.1 **
Passamaquoddy.. 1,167 0.5 11.8 141 39.1 18.9 6.2 4.5 2.7 2.3 ** hid

1,996 0.8 23 15.7 245 30.3 57 35 12.3 3.6 1.2 0.3
Penobscot.. 1,581 1.5 5.4 13.2 35.1 20.7 4.8 2.6 11.3 52 0.2 **
Peoria. 765 ** 4.2 13.9 38.0 23.7 25 35 10.8 2.2 1.2 **
Pequot. 431 ** 7.0 23.9 36.0 19.0 3.9 1.9 2.8 4.2 1.4 **
Pima.... 6,621 2.2 14.4 36.0 28.7 133 1.4 13 1.9 0.8 0.1 **
Pisc: Y e 443 25 59 21.2 32.7 21.4 29 25 7.0 3.8 ** **
Pit River.. 838 35 53 27.0 28.0 29.2 3.2 21 17 ** ** **
Pomo... 2,393 3.2 75 30.3 27.3 25.2 18 23 21 0.3 ** **
Ponca 1,385 1.6 6.7 27.7 32.1 17.1 7.7 1.2 4.3 1.0 0.7 **
Potawatomi... 9,428 0.7 6.4 16.4 329 22.4 4.5 2.6 9.3 34 1.2 0.2
Powhatan 469 23 4.5 13.6 25.6 19.0 9.4 4.1 8.1 7.9 55 **
Pueblo . . 28,597 2.6 7.2 18.8 36.1 20.5 4.8 2.8 51 17 0.4 0.1
Puget Sound Salish..............cccccceerrnne. 5,266 0.7 10.1 20.0 31.3 24.2 3.0 3.0 51 21 0.2 0.3
Quapaw. 783 0.5 2.8 153 333 21.7 34 3.6 11.9 2.8 1.2 35
Quinault. 1,246 0.2 10.7 233 28.9 24.7 35 2.4 35 23 0.5 **
Rappahannock. 245 6.5 28.6 18.4 22.4 10.6 2.9 29 4.5 33 ** hid
Sac and Fox 2,686 1.4 6.3 17.8 355 24.3 3.1 23 6.2 21 0.4 0.6
Salinan 179 ** 11.2 50.3 15.6 18.4 b 4.5 b il b *x
Salish 2,743 1.7 8.9 16.7 28.9 24.3 6.6 3.2 6.9 0.8 18 0.2
Salish and Kootenai 1,321 2.2 7.3 138 34.7 25.1 4.0 3.7 6.9 2.2 0.1 0.2
Schaghticoke 114 8.8 6.1 24.6 29.8 21.1 ** ** 9.6 ** ** **
Seminole 8,319 4.9 6.5 18.1 285 22.8 4.3 3.7 7.8 23 0.6 0.5
Serrano........ccocoeeiriciiiiinns 111 ** 7.2 42.3 21.6 27.0 ** 1.8 ** ** ** **
Shasta........ccocoeiiiiiieei e 435 ** 4.1 12.2 26.9 46.0 23 ** 6.4 0.7 1.4 **
Shawnee 3,787 1.0 6.7 19.2 25.6 23.9 6.3 4.7 7.6 3.0 0.6 1.4
Shinnecock. 1,087 0.5 29 22.4 35.0 16.4 4.8 2.2 9.4 4.9 0.9 0.7
Shoshone 5,180 21 7.6 22.4 28.7 24.4 35 25 6.0 2.2 0.5 0.2
Shoshone Paiute. . 1,062 15 59 16.0 35.6 26.0 5.6 5.2 29 0.4 0.8 **
SiletzZ.oiiii 804 ** 4.4 18.3 39.4 26.0 10.1 0.6 1.0 0.3 ** **




Table S1-5. Tribal population and percent distribution of highest level of educational attainment for persons 25 years and over, by tribe: 1990
(continued)

Distribution by highest level of educational attainment
Total Associate's degree
Tribe U.S. tribal |Less than 5th| 5th to 8th 9th to 12th | High school | Some college Bachelor's Master's Professional Doctor's
population grade grade grade, no graduate* Occupational |  Academic degree degree degree degree
diploma
(Percent)
Sioux 51,014 1.4 8.2 20.7 29.7 235 4.5 3.2 59 2.0 0.7 0.3
Siuslaw - - - - - - - - - - - -
Spokane . 1,050 35 58 175 32.1 211 7.4 1.0 7.2 2.0 0.4 1.8
Stockbridge . 1,385 0.9 10.2 18.3 30.3 24.9 5.6 25 5.6 ** 0.1 0.1
Tlingit. 7,382 2.2 6.8 17.7 36.5 23.2 4.4 25 5.0 11 0.5 **
Tohono O'Odham 8,043 9.4 14.4 22.8 384 113 1.4 1.2 0.9 0.4 ** **
Tolowa. 200 2.0 2.0 135 34.0 175 4.0 35 235 ** ** **
Tonkawa.... 138 ** 21.7 23.9 32.6 7.2 15 2.9 22 8.0 ** **
Tsimshian 1,180 11 52 15.2 432 25.1 2.6 0.3 4.8 13 1.2 **
Umatilla 695 ** 4.3 17.8 32.8 275 7.1 4.3 4.9 ** 0.9 0.4
306 1.0 2.6 28.4 33.0 26.5 4.3 ** 2.6 1.6 ** **
3,616 3.7 6.5 27.1 29.6 22.0 4.0 16 3.7 0.9 0.6 0.2
. 732 0.4 9.2 23.1 24.7 19.8 5.6 7.1 9.4 ** 0.7 **
Walla-Walla.........cccoovvviiiiiiiiiiien, 146 *x 4.8 10.3 52.1 17.1 34 21 21 4.1 ** 4.1
Wampanoag 1,480 0.8 9.9 143 36.6 19.3 24 1.6 8.1 51 0.4 1.6
Warm SPrings........cccevveveveveeienniennens 972 2.3 75 28.8 32.1 23.0 14 2.0 13 15 ** hid
Washo 850 0.6 8.6 26.6 30.4 23.4 11 ** 6.7 0.9 ** **
Wichita. 495 ** 57 17.8 28.3 29.9 ** ** 7.3 4.2 1.4 **
Winnebago 3,146 13 6.7 15.8 30.7 26.9 54 3.6 54 3.2 0.4 0.6
Wintu... 1,373 0.7 53 22.0 36.2 22.3 55 4.4 24 12 ** **
302 ** 2.0 285 30.1 30.8 2.7 5.0 1.0 ** ** **
3,780 1.6 8.4 23.6 323 20.3 35 23 5.6 1.9 0.5 **
Yaqui 4,746 7.4 20.5 235 222 17.4 22 2.4 29 1.0 0.3 0.1
Yavapai Apache 232 1.3 7.3 323 20.3 26.3 34 6.9 2.2 hid ** hid
Yokuts. 1,379 2.7 10.4 29.7 26.5 20.1 3.0 2.8 2.8 2.0 ** **
Yuchi 241 ** 7.1 7.9 24.1 34.4 4.2 7.5 8.7 6.2 ** **
Yuman 3,683 3.6 8.4 27.0 31.3 21.2 2.7 13 34 0.8 0.3 **
Yurok 2,280 0.3 6.5 24.9 30.4 21.2 3.8 3.7 6.8 25 ** **
Other specified tribes. -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- -
Tribe not specified . 12,483 7.0 11.4 21.0 25.9 18.6 22 3.3 6.2 3.1 1.0 0.4
Tribe not reported...........cccocvviivivinnnn. 105,183 6.0 11.7 23.4 27.2 17.5 3.3 2.2 5.6 1.9 0.8 0.4

*Includes high school graduates and GED recipients.
** Less than 0.1 percent.
--2 Not available.

NOTE: Data were included only for selected tribes reporting at least 100 members. The data presented in this table are based on the totals prepared by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Details do not add to the overall
total presented for all tribes. Because of rounding, percents may not add to 100.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 decennial census. As published in 1990 Census of Population: Characteristics of American Indians by Tribe and Language, table 4, pp. 95-150,
1994.



American Indian and
Alaska Native Access to
Postsecondary Education

“The history of educating American Indian and Alaska Native
youth dates back to a time when every child was identified as
gifted and talented. All members of the community were
recognized and trained as teachers. Respected elders who
understood the needs of the community administered the
process to pass on vital knowledge from one generation to the
next so that the youth might prosper and lead productive adult
lives. It was a time when the community conveyed the highest
hopes and aspirations to all the youth. That is our vision of
educating American Indians and Alaska Natives today.”

1997 Vision Statement
College of Education
Washington State University




Access

ithin the last 25 to 30 years, the Indian self-determination and self-
governance movement has made measurable progress to increase the
number of Native American' students who enter into and graduate from
postsecondary institutions.” These improvements have come as a result
of national efforts to diversify colleges and universities,’ and specific
initiatives intended to serve the Native community." At the local level,
specific local educational initiatives have resulted in Native communities
exercising more influence over the mission and scope of the educational
system and, in union with the higher education community, to advance
the postsecondary recruitment and retention of American Indian and
Alaska Native students.

To evaluate these collaborations, it is important to measure the success
of American Indian and Alaska Native students in enrolling and
achieving in the postsecondary arena and to establish a benchmark for
monitoring their future progress. This chapter examines the current
status of Native American access to higher education using data on such
precollege student attributes as college admission test scores, core
curriculum course completion, college admissions criteria, and
undergraduate student risk factors. It is the first in a series of chapters
that presents an overview of Native American participation and
achievement in postsecondary 