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These tables provide comprehensive 

information on undergraduates who 

were enrolled in U.S. postsecondary in-

stitutions during the 2007–08 academ-

ic year. Estimates for enrolled students 

are presented by attendance status, 

degree program, undergraduate major, 

average grades, student characteristics, 

financial aid status and credit card 

debt, work, community service, voting, 

disability status, and distance and re-

medial education. These tables are sim-

ilar to those produced for the 1995–96, 

1999–2000, and 2003–04 National 

Postsecondary Student Aid Study 

(NPSAS) undergraduate profiles, and 

they are grouped into six sections: 

Section 1 focuses on postsecondary 

enrollment and attendance, displaying 

estimates for all undergraduates by in-

stitution level, control and type, stu-

dent class level, attendance status, 

distance from home, community col-

lege attendance, and participation in 

distance education.  

Section 2 provides percentage distribu-

tions of all undergraduates by degree 

program, undergraduate major, and 

average grades. 

Section 3 presents estimates by stu-

dent characteristics, including sex, 

race/ethnicity, age, dependency status, 

income, marital status, responsibility 

for dependents, high school comple-

tion status, local residence while 

enrolled, citizenship status, and par-

ents’ education. 

Section 4 looks at financial aid and cre-

dit card debt. The analysis summarizes 

financial aid among all, dependent, 

and independent undergraduates, as 

well as the percentage of students with 

credit cards in their own name and, for 

those who carried a balance, the aver-

age and median monthly balance. 

Section 5 explores students’ work, 

community service participation, and 

voting behavior. Estimates are re-

ported by the number of hours spent 

working while enrolled, the amount 

and type of community service, and 

whether students were registered to 

vote and had ever voted. 

Section 6 presents estimates of under-

graduate enrollment by students’ disa-

bility status and remedial education 

coursetaking.  

RELATED NCES REPORTS 
2007–08 National Postsecondary Student 

Aid Study (NPSAS:08): Student Financial 

Aid Estimates for 2007–08: First Look 

(NCES 2009-166). 

Web Tables—Student Financing of 

Undergraduate Education: 2007–08 

(NCES 2010-162).  
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Web Tables—Undergraduate Financial Aid 

Estimates by Type of Institution in 2007–

08 (NCES 2009-201).  

DATA 
The estimates presented in these 

tables were generated from the 2007–

08 National Postsecondary Student Aid 

Study (NPSAS:08), a comprehensive, 

nationally representative survey of how 

students finance their postsecondary 

education conducted by the National 

Center for Education Statistics (NCES). 

NPSAS also includes a broad array of 

demographic and enrollment characte-

ristics. 

NPSAS uses a two-stage sampling de-

sign. Institutions are selected for inclu-

sion in the first stage, and students are 

selected from these institutions in the 

second stage. The NPSAS:08 target 

population consisted of all eligible un-

dergraduate and graduate students 

enrolled any time between July 1, 

2007, and June 30, 2008 at Title IV1 eli-

gible postsecondary institutions in the 

50 states, the District of Columbia, and 

Puerto Rico. Approximately 114,000 

undergraduates and 14,000 graduate 

students were study respondents for 

NPSAS:08. 

For an overview of the survey metho-

dology, see appendix B of the report 

2007–08 National Postsecondary Stu-

dent Aid Study (NPSAS:08): Student Fi-

nancial Aid Estimates for 2007–08: First 

Look (http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/ 

2009166.pdf). 

DATA ANALYSIS SYSTEM (DAS) 
These estimates were produced using 

the Data Analysis System (DAS), a web-

based software application that 

enables users to generate tables for 

most of the postsecondary surveys 

conducted by NCES. The DAS produces 

the design-adjusted standard errors 

necessary for testing the statistical 

significance of differences between the

estimates. The DAS also contains a 

detailed description of how each 

variable was created and includes the 

wording of questions for variables 

coming directly from the interview. 

With the DAS, users can replicate or 

expand upon the tables presented 

here. The output from the DAS 

includes the parameter estimates (e.g., 

percentages or means), their standard 

errors,2 and weighted sample sizes. If 

the number of valid cases is too small 

(i.e., fewer than 30 cases) to produce a 

reliable estimate, the DAS prints the 

message “low-N” instead of the 

estimate.  

In addition to generating tables, DAS 

users may conduct covariance analyses 

with either weighted least squares or 

logistic regression. Many options are 

available for output with the regression

results. For example, a Winsor filter can 

be used to eliminate cases with 

 

 

extreme values by deleting some cases 

from the top and bottom of the range.   

The DAS can be accessed electronically 

at http://nces.ed.gov/DAS. If users are 

new to the DAS, the DAS User Help 

Center (http://nces.ed.gov/dasol/help) 

provides online tutorials offering step-

by-step instructions on how to use all 

the functions of the DAS. For a 

description of all the options available, 

users should access the DAS at 

http://nces.ed.gov/dasolv2. 

For more information, contact 

Aurora D’Amico 

Postsecondary Studies Division 

National Center for Education Statistics 

1990 K Street NW  

Washington, DC 20006-5652 

(202) 502-7334 

aurora.damico@ed.gov 

ENDNOTES 
1 Title IV institutions are those eligible to par-
ticipate in the federal financial aid programs 
included in Title IV of the Higher Education 
Act. These programs include Pell Grants, fed-
eral student loans, work-study, and other fed-
eral aid. 
2 NPSAS samples are not simple random sam-
ples; therefore, simple random sample tech-
niques for estimating sampling errors cannot 
be applied to these data. The DAS takes into 
account the complexity of the sampling pro-
cedures and calculates standard errors appro-
priate for such samples using a bootstrap 
technique. This technique approximates the 
estimator by replications of the sampled popu-
lation. 
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Less-than-2-year 2-year 4-year

 Total 2.6 42.7 46.7 8.0

Control of institution
Public 0.6 57.4 42.0 †
Private nonprofit 1.1 1.9 96.9 †
For-profit 22.8 27.3 49.9 †

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 3.3 28.9 58.7 9.1
Exclusively part-time 1.4 67.8 24.9 5.9 !

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 1.9 19.6 68.6 9.9
Full-time/part year 8.5 42.0 45.8 3.7 !
Part-time/full year 1.4 57.6 30.0 11.0
Part-time/part year 1.5 66.6 27.2 4.6 !

Undergraduate program
Certificate 36.1 53.0 7.2 3.7 !
Associate’s degree † 83.5 9.3 7.1
Bachelor’s degree † 2.2 89.0 8.8
No certificate or degree 0.9 71.9 15.6 11.6 !

Sex
Male 1.7 42.6 48.5 7.3
Female 3.4 42.8 45.4 8.5

Race/ethnicity2

White 1.7 40.9 49.5 7.9
Black 3.5 46.6 42.9 6.9
Hispanic 6.4 45.3 40.2 8.1
Asian 1.5 42.6 45.5 10.3 !
American Indian 2.6 53.3 37.8 6.3
Pacific Islander 2.7 55.8 32.7 8.8 !
Two or more races 2.0 41.9 46.7 9.4 !
Other 1.6 ! 47.0 44.8 6.6

Dependency status
Dependent 1.6 33.7 55.9 8.7
Independent 3.8 52.8 36.4 7.1

Unmarried, no dependents 2.9 48.4 40.9 7.8
Married, no dependents 2.5 52.0 37.9 7.6 !
Unmarried with dependents 5.9 55.9 31.8 6.5
Married with dependents 3.5 55.4 34.5 6.6

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.1.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by level of institution and selected institutional 
Table 1.1.—and student characteristics: 2007–08

Level of institution More than one 
institution

Institutional and 
student characteristics
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Less-than-2-year 2-year 4-year

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 2.1 39.1 52.0 6.8
19–23 years 2.1 34.9 53.9 9.1
24–29 years 3.6 48.0 40.7 7.7
30–39 years 3.6 53.8 36.1 6.5
40 years or older 2.9 61.0 30.1 5.9 !

Dependency status and income level in 20063

Dependent
Less than $20,000 4.0 43.3 44.8 7.9
$20,000–39,999 2.6 42.1 47.1 8.2
$40,000–59,999 1.5 41.5 48.6 8.3
$60,000–79,999 1.2 35.4 54.3 9.0 !
$80,000–99,999 0.8 30.0 61.2 7.9
$100,000 or more 0.7 20.7 68.7 9.9

Independent
Less than $10,000 6.3 46.9 39.5 7.4
$10,000–19,999 4.8 50.2 37.6 7.4
$20,000–29,999 3.9 53.9 35.6 6.7
$30,000–49,999 2.7 54.9 35.5 6.9
$50,000 or more 1.5 57.8 33.7 7.0 !

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 3.8 51.0 38.1 7.0
Some postsecondary education 2.4 45.6 44.2 7.9
Bachelor’s degree or higher 1.1 32.5 57.4 9.0

Disability status
No disability reported 2.5 42.1 47.4 8.0
Some type of disability reported 3.4 47.2 41.3 8.0

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 3.8 32.8 55.9 7.5
Part-time 2.4 39.6 49.4 8.7
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 2.1 54.6 36.0 7.3

† Not applicable.
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).

3 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. 
4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Institutional and 
student characteristics

Level of institution More than one 
institution

Table 1.1.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by level of institution and selected institutional 
Table 1.1.—and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 
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Less-than-2-year 2-year 4-year

 Total 0.06 1.17 0.99 2.13

Control of institution
Public 0.01 0.09 0.09 †
Private nonprofit 0.15 0.16 0.06 †
For-profit 0.16 3.10 3.19 †

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.08 0.69 1.66 2.15
Exclusively part-time 0.19 1.91 0.44 2.08

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 0.11 0.47 1.76 2.13
Full-time/part year 0.33 1.58 1.50 1.36
Part-time/full year 0.15 1.84 0.83 2.54
Part-time/part year 0.18 2.09 0.52 2.25

Undergraduate program
Certificate 1.35 3.13 1.49 1.56
Associate’s degree † 2.09 0.62 1.80
Bachelor’s degree † 0.17 2.32 2.25
No certificate or degree 0.2 3.81 1.13 4.39

Sex
Male 0.15 1.16 1.03 2.05
Female 0.16 1.24 1.01 2.19

Race/ethnicity
White 0.11 1.22 0.92 2.05
Black 0.35 1.75 1.14 1.74
Hispanic 0.50 1.28 1.58 2.28
Asian 0.26 2.19 2.09 3.62
American Indian 0.58 4.01 4.18 1.84
Pacific Islander 0.58 4.95 3.27 3.56
Two or more races 0.20 1.71 2.56 2.84
Other 0.66 3.93 4.14 1.94

Dependency status
Dependent 0.06 0.92 1.49 2.32
Independent 0.12 1.61 0.71 1.93

Unmarried, no dependents 0.15 1.71 0.90 2.22
Married, no dependents 0.18 1.96 1.04 2.28
Unmarried with dependents 0.25 2.03 1.17 1.66
Married with dependents 0.26 1.50 0.99 1.79

See notes at end of table.

Table S1.1.—Standard errors for table 1.1: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by level of 
Table S1.1.—institution and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and 
student characteristics

Level of institution More than one 
institution
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Less-than-2-year 2-year 4-year

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.12 0.84 2.21 2.00
19–23 years 0.06 1.10 1.31 2.35
24–29 years 0.15 1.72 0.89 2.02
30–39 years 0.21 1.76 0.86 1.81
40 years or older 0.24 1.83 0.99 1.93

Dependency status and income level in 2006
Dependent

Less than $20,000 0.24 1.04 1.52 1.79
$20,000–39,999 0.19 0.88 1.47 1.91
$40,000–59,999 0.10 1.31 1.29 2.16
$60,000–79,999 0.11 1.72 1.46 2.76
$80,000–99,999 0.11 1.44 1.42 2.33
$100,000 or more 0.08 0.90 2.08 2.78

Independent
Less than $10,000 0.25 1.39 1.28 1.78
$10,000–19,999 0.21 1.57 0.96 1.81
$20,000–29,999 0.24 1.92 0.99 1.77
$30,000–49,999 0.18 1.83 0.93 2.07
$50,000 or more 0.13 2.21 0.89 2.28

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.11 1.27 0.81 1.83
Some postsecondary education 0.09 1.56 0.73 2.10
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.05 0.96 1.58 2.47

Disability status
No disability reported 0.06 1.16 0.98 2.13
Some type of disability reported 0.18 1.44 1.29 2.17

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.12 0.81 1.43 1.99
Part-time 0.10 1.29 1.02 2.25
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.10 1.55 0.80 2.12

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Institutional and 
student characteristics

Level of institution More than one 
institution

† Not applicable.

Table S1.1.—Standard errors for table 1.1: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by level of 
Table S1.1.—institution and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Institutional and student characteristics Public

 Total 69.6 13.4 9.0 8.0
 
Level of institution

Less-than-2-year 16.3 5.8 78.0 †
2-year 93.6 0.6 5.8 †
4-year 62.6 27.8 9.6 †

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 62.2 17.3 11.4 9.1
Exclusively part-time 83.2 6.3 4.6 5.9 !

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 60.8 20.9 8.5 9.9
Full-time/part year 60.7 14.2 21.4 3.7 !
Part-time/full year 76.6 7.0 5.4 11.0
Part-time/part year 82.7 6.8 6.0 4.6 !

Undergraduate program
Certificate 48.1 3.7 44.4 3.7 !
Associate’s degree 82.8 1.6 8.5 7.1
Bachelor’s degree 60.0 26.3 4.8 8.8
No certificate or degree 82.4 3.5 2.5 11.6 !

Sex
Male 72.6 13.7 6.4 7.3
Female 67.4 13.2 10.9 8.5

Race/ethnicity2

White 70.9 14.5 6.8 7.9
Black 65.9 11.3 15.9 6.9
Hispanic 67.0 11.6 13.2 8.1
Asian 72.0 12.7 4.9 10.3 !
American Indian 74.4 8.7 10.6 ! 6.3
Pacific Islander 69.0 13.6 8.5 8.8 !
Two or more races 68.5 12.5 9.7 9.4 !
Other 69.2 13.8 10.4 ! 6.6

Dependency status
Dependent 70.7 16.5 4.0 8.7
Independent 68.5 9.9 14.6 7.1

Unmarried, no dependents 71.2 9.8 11.2 7.8
Married, no dependents 70.8 10.7 11.0 7.6 !
Unmarried with dependents 64.0 8.4 21.0 6.5
Married with dependents 68.2 10.8 14.4 6.6

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.2.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by control of institution and selected institutional
Table 1.2.—and student characteristics: 2007–08

Private
nonprofit For-profit

More than one 
institution
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Institutional and student characteristics Public

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 70.8 17.7 4.7 6.8
19–23 years 70.1 15.1 5.8 9.1
24–29 years 68.2 9.4 14.6 7.7
30–39 years 66.5 11.1 15.9 6.5
40 years or older 72.7 10.8 10.6 5.9 !

Dependency status and income level in 20063

Dependent
Less than $20,000 71.7 11.9 8.6 7.9
$20,000–39,999 72.5 12.2 7.1 8.2
$40,000–59,999 74.2 13.3 4.2 8.3
$60,000–79,999 73.3 14.5 3.3 9.0 !
$80,000–99,999 71.4 18.4 2.2 7.9
$100,000 or more 65.3 23.3 1.5 9.9

Independent
Less than $10,000 64.6 9.4 18.6 7.4
$10,000–19,999 66.8 8.0 17.8 7.4
$20,000–29,999 68.0 9.2 16.2 6.7
$30,000–49,999 69.1 9.9 14.1 6.9
$50,000 or more 73.3 12.1 7.7 7.0 !

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 70.2 10.0 12.8 7.0
Some postsecondary education 71.6 11.6 8.9 7.9
Bachelor’s degree or higher 68.6 17.8 4.5 9.0

Disability status
No disability reported 69.6 13.7 8.7 8.0
Some type of disability reported 69.6 11.4 11.0 8.0

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 63.9 18.9 9.7 7.5
Part-time 71.4 12.6 7.2 8.7
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 71.8 10.1 10.8 7.3

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

3 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. 
4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table 1.2.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by control of institution and selected institutional 
Table 1.2.—and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
† Not applicable.

Private
nonprofit For-profit

More than one 
institution

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

5 Excludes work study and assistantships.
NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 
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Institutional and student characteristics Public

 Total 1.81 0.22 0.12 2.13

Level of institution
Less-than-2-year 0.27 0.72 0.69 †
2-year 0.58 0.05 0.59 †
4-year 0.57 0.21 0.63 †

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 1.62 0.35 0.32 2.15
Exclusively part-time 2.03 0.26 0.38 2.08

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 1.56 0.40 0.42 2.13
Full-time/part year 1.17 0.65 0.80 1.36
Part-time/full year 2.53 0.26 0.31 2.54
Part-time/part year 2.20 0.30 0.44 2.25

Undergraduate program
Certificate 1.95 0.41 1.68 1.56
Associate’s degree 1.79 0.14 0.31 1.80
Bachelor’s degree 1.81 0.50 0.24 2.25
No certificate or degree 4.36 0.52 0.55 4.39

Sex
Male 1.67 0.33 0.36 2.05
Female 1.91 0.26 0.27 2.19

Race/ethnicity
White 1.83 0.26 0.23 2.05
Black 2.24 0.63 0.96 1.74
Hispanic 1.30 0.70 1.05 2.28
Asian 2.78 0.86 0.70 3.62
American Indian 3.72 1.76 3.40 1.84
Pacific Islander 4.39 3.69 2.35 3.56
Two or more races 2.66 0.99 1.06 2.84
Other 3.75 2.29 3.55 1.94

Dependency status
Dependent 1.93 0.34 0.23 2.32
Independent 1.70 0.29 0.24 1.93

Unmarried, no dependents 2.00 0.44 0.54 2.22
Married, no dependents 2.12 0.60 0.80 2.28
Unmarried with dependents 2.11 0.44 0.91 1.66
Married with dependents 1.30 0.45 0.77 1.79

See notes at end of table.

More than one 
institution

Table S1.2.—Standard errors for table 1.2: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by control of
Table S1.2.—institution and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Private
nonprofit For-profit
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Institutional and student characteristics Public

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 1.51 0.66 0.32 2.00
19–23 years 2.00 0.29 0.23 2.35
24–29 years 1.63 0.35 0.49 2.02
30–39 years 1.93 0.43 0.56 1.81
40 years or older 2.00 0.63 0.66 1.93

Dependency status and income level in 2006
Dependent

Less than $20,000 1.67 0.50 0.53 1.79
$20,000–39,999 1.27 0.57 0.54 1.91
$40,000–59,999 1.91 0.55 0.36 2.16
$60,000–79,999 2.65 0.55 0.45 2.76
$80,000–99,999 2.26 0.80 0.33 2.33
$100,000 or more 2.31 0.65 0.14 2.78

Independent
Less than $10,000 1.49 0.45 0.69 1.78
$10,000–19,999 1.71 0.41 0.62 1.81
$20,000–29,999 1.75 0.43 0.76 1.77
$30,000–49,999 1.85 0.49 0.61 2.07
$50,000 or more 2.29 0.59 0.44 2.28

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 1.56 0.30 0.33 1.83
Some postsecondary education 1.98 0.27 0.26 2.10
Bachelor’s degree or higher 2.00 0.42 0.21 2.47

Disability status
No disability reported 1.79 0.21 0.16 2.13
Some type of disability reported 2.09 0.59 0.63 2.17

 
Work intensity while enrolled

Did not work 1.53 0.51 0.28 1.99
Part-time 1.95 0.25 0.25 2.25
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 1.96 0.30 0.31 2.12

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
† Not applicable.

More than one 
institution

Table S1.2.—Standard errors for table 1.2: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by control of
Table S1.2.—institution and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Private
nonprofit For-profit
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 Total 0.4 40.0 10.3 19.0 0.4 6.8 6.2 2.1 6.9 8.0

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 0.5 25.5 11.5 24.8 0.5 8.6 8.2 2.7 8.7 9.1
Exclusively part-time 0.4 66.4 8.1 8.3 0.3 3.6 2.4 0.9 3.7 5.9 !

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 0.3 17.8 12.9 29.7 0.3 10.2 10.4 1.5 7.0 9.9
Full-time/part year 1.1 33.9 8.7 17.1 1.0 7.4 5.9 7.0 14.5 3.7 !
Part-time/full year 0.3 ! 56.0 8.7 11.8 0.4 4.0 2.7 1.1 4.3 11.0
Part-time/part year 0.4 64.5 8.5 9.2 0.4 3.8 2.6 1.1 4.9 4.6 !

Undergraduate program
Certificate 5.8 40.1 1.3 0.9 2.4 0.9 ! 0.4 28.2 16.2 3.7 !
Associate’s degree † 79.2 3.3 0.3 0.6 0.7 0.3 † 8.5 7.1
Bachelor’s degree † 2.1 18.2 39.6 † 13.7 12.7 † 4.8 8.8
No certificate or degree 0.2 ! 71.0 6.3 4.9 0.2 ! 1.9 1.4 0.5 ! 1.9 11.6 !

Sex
Male 0.4 40.6 10.8 20.9 0.4 6.8 6.5 1.1 5.3 7.3
Female 0.5 39.5 9.9 17.5 0.4 6.9 5.9 2.7 8.2 8.5

Race/ethnicity2

White 0.4 39.0 10.3 21.2 0.2 ! 7.5 6.8 1.3 5.5 7.9
Black 0.4 41.3 9.7 14.4 0.4 ! 6.4 4.5 3.0 13.0 6.9
Hispanic 0.6 41.7 11.7 12.9 1.0 5.8 4.8 5.1 8.2 8.1
Asian 0.3 41.1 8.4 22.2 0.6 ! 4.3 7.9 0.9 4.0 10.3 !
American Indian 0.8 ! 45.2 15.1 13.2 4.2 ! 2.9 1.6 1.7 8.9 ! 6.3
Pacific Islander 1.1 ! 49.2 6.1 12.6 ‡ 6.3 ! 4.5 1.5 7.0 ! 8.8 !
Two or more races 0.3 39.6 8.9 19.7 ‡ 6.0 6.2 1.6 8.0 9.4 !
Other ‡ 43.5 9.2 16.3 ‡ 7.3 6.2 1.4 ! 9.0 ! 6.6

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.3.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by control and level of institution and
Table 1.3.—selected student characteristics: 2007–08

Less-
than-

2-year

Public Private nonprofit For-profit

Student
characteristics

4-year 
non-

doctorate-
granting

4-year 
doctorate-
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.2 32.3 11.8 26.4 0.2 7.7 8.6 1.3 2.8 8.7
Independent 0.6 48.6 8.6 10.6 0.6 5.9 3.4 2.9 11.6 7.1

Unmarried,
 no dependents 0.5 45.1 9.9 15.7 0.6 5.5 3.7 2.2 9.0 7.8

Married, 
 no dependents 0.6 49.1 9.2 11.8 0.4 6.4 3.9 1.8 9.1 7.6 !

Unmarried with 
 dependents 0.8 49.1 7.4 6.8 0.7 4.9 2.9 4.9 16.2 6.5

Married with dependents 0.7 51.9 7.9 7.6 0.6 6.9 3.4 2.6 11.8 6.6

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.2 37.6 11.5 21.5 0.2 ! 8.1 9.4 1.8 2.9 6.8
19–23 years 0.3 32.9 11.4 25.4 0.3 7.1 7.7 1.7 4.1 9.1
24–29 years 0.5 43.3 10.1 14.3 0.7 5.4 3.3 2.9 11.7 7.7
30–39 years 0.7 49.8 8.0 8.0 0.7 7.1 3.4 2.6 13.2 6.5
40 years or older 0.9 58.4 6.7 6.7 0.6 6.3 3.9 1.8 8.7 5.9 !

Dependency status and income
 level in 20063

Dependent
Less than $20,000 0.3 40.5 12.3 18.5 0.6 6.4 4.9 3.3 5.3 7.9
$20,000–39,999 0.5 39.4 11.5 21.1 0.3 6.3 5.6 2.0 5.1 8.2
$40,000–59,999 0.2 40.2 11.8 21.9 0.2 6.9 6.2 1.2 3.0 8.3
$60,000–79,999 0.3 34.2 13.6 25.2 0.2 7.0 7.3 0.9 2.4 9.0 !
$80,000–99,999 0.2 29.0 12.1 30.2 0.2 8.3 10.0 0.6 1.6 7.9
$100,000 or more 0.1 ! 20.3 10.6 34.3 0.1 ! 9.7 13.4 0.6 0.9 9.9

Independent
Less than $10,000 0.7 40.8 9.3 13.8 0.8 5.1 3.5 5.2 13.4 7.4
$10,000–19,999 0.7 44.7 9.3 12.1 0.6 5.0 2.5 3.9 13.9 7.4
$20,000–29,999 0.8 48.8 9.1 9.3 0.6 5.7 2.9 2.9 13.3 6.7
$30,000–49,999 0.7 51.7 7.9 8.8 0.6 6.0 3.2 1.8 12.2 6.9
$50,000 or more 0.4 56.3 7.7 8.9 0.4 7.2 4.5 0.9 6.7 7.0 !

Parents’ education4

High school diploma 
 or less 0.6 47.0 10.2 12.4 0.4 5.8 3.7 3.0 9.8 7.0

Some postsecondary 
 education 0.4 43.1 10.7 17.3 0.4 6.5 4.7 1.8 7.1 7.9

Bachelor’s degree 
 or higher 0.2 31.2 10.5 26.8 0.2 8.1 9.5 0.9 3.7 9.0

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.3.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by control and level of institution and
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Disability status
No disability reported 0.4 39.5 10.4 19.4 0.4 6.9 6.3 2.0 6.8 8.0
Some type of 

 disability reported 0.8 44.2 9.1 15.5 0.5 6.0 4.9 2.5 8.5 8.0

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 0.6 29.6 10.3 23.4 0.5 9.2 9.2 3.0 6.7 7.5
Part-time 0.4 37.1 11.3 22.7 0.4 6.1 6.2 1.9 5.3 8.7
Full-time (35 or more 

 hours/week) 0.4 51.9 9.0 10.5 0.4 6.0 3.7 1.6 9.2 7.3

† Not applicable.
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

3 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. 
4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

Table 1.3.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by control and level of institution and
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 Total 0.01 1.02 0.23 0.56 0.01 0.11 0.11 0.03 0.09 2.13

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.04 0.49 0.36 0.89 0.04 0.17 0.19 0.07 0.30 2.15
Exclusively part-time 0.09 1.79 0.20 0.31 0.06 0.20 0.11 0.14 0.38 2.08

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 0.04 0.46 0.38 0.85 0.03 0.26 0.26 0.09 0.38 2.13
Full-time/part year 0.21 0.90 0.36 0.80 0.18 0.31 0.58 0.26 0.80 1.36
Part-time/full year 0.08 1.88 0.32 0.54 0.06 0.20 0.15 0.11 0.31 2.54
Part-time/part year 0.08 1.87 0.24 0.33 0.06 0.24 0.13 0.14 0.43 2.25

Undergraduate program
Certificate 0.22 2.13 0.22 0.20 0.24 0.31 0.09 1.10 2.01 1.56
Associate’s degree † 2.03 0.34 0.03 0.04 0.12 0.08 † 0.31 1.80
Bachelor’s degree † 0.17 0.75 1.15 † 0.28 0.24 † 0.24 2.25
No certificate or degree 0.10 3.66 0.57 0.77 0.08 0.44 0.27 0.20 0.48 4.39

Sex
Male 0.04 1.04 0.25 0.49 0.06 0.24 0.17 0.13 0.34 2.05
Female 0.04 1.05 0.26 0.63 0.04 0.17 0.13 0.13 0.23 2.19

Race/ethnicity
White 0.04 1.12 0.27 0.57 0.06 0.19 0.14 0.10 0.20 2.05
Black 0.13 1.54 0.74 0.57 0.12 0.50 0.33 0.29 0.87 1.74
Hispanic 0.12 1.08 0.63 0.88 0.25 0.42 0.61 0.35 0.87 2.28
Asian 0.08 2.02 0.65 1.09 0.26 0.48 0.61 0.13 0.73 3.62
American Indian 0.37 5.04 2.67 1.99 1.35 0.83 0.42 0.43 3.37 1.84
Pacific Islander 0.36 4.39 0.94 1.87 † 2.28 1.31 0.34 2.23 3.56
Two or more races 0.07 1.59 0.79 1.79 † 0.79 0.57 0.19 1.08 2.84
Other † 3.99 1.94 2.44 † 1.57 1.47 0.57 3.39 1.94

See notes at end of table.

Table S1.3.—Standard errors for table 1.3: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by control and 
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.04 0.83 0.35 0.88 0.03 0.23 0.20 0.05 0.21 2.32
Independent 0.06 1.38 0.18 0.34 0.02 0.27 0.11 0.07 0.22 1.93

Unmarried,
 no dependents 0.05 1.58 0.38 0.43 0.07 0.35 0.22 0.10 0.53 2.22

Married, 
 no dependents 0.08 1.83 0.47 0.48 0.03 0.50 0.29 0.16 0.80 2.28

Unmarried with 
 dependents 0.12 1.77 0.33 0.36 0.08 0.45 0.20 0.23 0.85 1.66

Married with dependents 0.10 1.17 0.39 0.59 0.05 0.48 0.29 0.19 0.68 1.79

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.04 0.82 0.62 1.12 0.06 0.42 0.47 0.11 0.30 2.00
19–23 years 0.04 0.99 0.27 0.83 0.03 0.20 0.18 0.05 0.21 2.35
24–29 years 0.04 1.32 0.33 0.34 0.07 0.28 0.19 0.11 0.46 2.02
30–39 years 0.11 1.68 0.28 0.49 0.08 0.40 0.20 0.13 0.58 1.81
40 years or older 0.14 1.66 0.30 0.56 0.07 0.66 0.33 0.18 0.65 1.93

Dependency status and income
       level in 2006

Dependent
Less than $20,000 0.09 1.00 0.46 1.14 0.09 0.51 0.41 0.17 0.51 1.79
$20,000–39,999 0.12 0.77 0.47 0.72 0.05 0.38 0.35 0.14 0.49 1.91
$40,000–59,999 0.04 1.21 0.49 0.82 0.06 0.49 0.34 0.09 0.34 2.16
$60,000–79,999 0.04 1.54 0.60 1.03 0.04 0.44 0.40 0.11 0.42 2.76
$80,000–99,999 0.05 1.30 0.59 1.00 0.02 0.59 0.55 0.10 0.31 2.33
$100,000 or more 0.02 0.91 0.55 1.20 0.05 0.47 0.51 0.08 0.10 2.78

Independent
Less than $10,000 0.09 0.98 0.35 0.51 0.08 0.33 0.34 0.20 0.68 1.78
$10,000–19,999 0.06 1.41 0.40 0.48 0.05 0.37 0.22 0.18 0.59 1.81
$20,000–29,999 0.10 1.47 0.45 0.52 0.05 0.34 0.26 0.19 0.78 1.77
$30,000–49,999 0.09 1.74 0.33 0.45 0.09 0.49 0.18 0.12 0.59 2.07
$50,000 or more 0.07 2.05 0.42 0.77 0.08 0.56 0.36 0.09 0.43 2.28

Parents’ education
High school diploma 

 or less 0.06 1.00 0.24 0.45 0.03 0.29 0.15 0.08 0.32 1.83
Some postsecondary 

 education 0.02 1.48 0.28 0.43 0.02 0.23 0.16 0.08 0.27 2.10
Bachelor’s degree 

 or higher 0.02 0.88 0.36 0.87 0.03 0.25 0.30 0.04 0.19 2.47

See notes at end of table.

Table S1.3.—Standard errors for table 1.3: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by control and
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Disability status
No disability reported 0.02 1.01 0.21 0.57 0.01 0.11 0.11 0.03 0.14 2.13
Some type of 

 disability reported 0.13 1.35 0.50 0.66 0.06 0.41 0.31 0.13 0.68 2.17

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.06 0.65 0.34 0.79 0.04 0.36 0.31 0.09 0.29 1.99
Part-time 0.02 1.13 0.33 0.59 0.03 0.14 0.18 0.08 0.22 2.25
Full-time (35 or more 

 hours/week) 0.04 1.46 0.23 0.51 0.05 0.30 0.15 0.07 0.31 2.12

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
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more

† Not applicable.
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Institutional and student characteristics

 Total 40.7 27.4 13.0 15.1 3.8

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 23.4 20.2 23.1 32.1 1.3

Public 22.7 19.9 22.8 33.3 1.4
Private nonprofit 25.0 20.8 24.0 29.2 1.0

Institution type
Public 41.2 28.9 11.0 14.1 4.7

Less-than-2-year 86.6 7.5 ‡ # 5.7 !
2-year 54.2 35.8 2.6 0.3 7.1
4-year non-doctorate-granting 29.7 22.6 19.9 25.8 2.1
4-year doctorate-granting 18.9 18.4 24.3 37.4 1.0

Private nonprofit 26.0 21.3 23.3 28.3 1.1
Less-than-4-year 58.8 35.5 1.6 ! ‡ 3.9
4-year non-doctorate-granting 26.8 20.6 23.6 27.7 1.2
4-year doctorate-granting 23.0 21.0 24.3 30.9 0.8

For-profit 64.4 23.1 7.7 4.3 0.5 !
Less-than-2-year 85.4 12.8 # # 1.7 !
2 years or more 58.3 26.1 9.9 5.6 0.1 !

Attended more than one institution 34.2 28.7 19.3 13.1 4.7

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 37.6 26.8 16.4 17.8 1.4
Exclusively part-time 46.3 28.4 6.9 10.1 8.3

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 31.3 28.6 20.3 19.1 0.7
Full-time/part year 55.6 18.5 9.0 14.6 2.4
Part-time/full year 38.0 34.8 10.7 12.2 4.4
Part-time/part year 49.6 23.8 5.9 11.6 9.1

Undergraduate program
Certificate 74.2 18.6 # # 7.2
Associate’s degree 53.9 38.5 3.6 # 4.0
Bachelor’s degree 23.0 20.2 24.4 32.0 0.5
No certificate or degree 50.4 18.9 3.0 2.7 25.1

Sex
Male 41.2 26.2 13.2 15.5 3.9
Female 40.3 28.2 12.9 14.8 3.8

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.4.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by class level and selected institutional and 
Table 1.4.—student characteristics: 2007–08
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Institutional and student characteristics

Race/ethnicity2

White 37.9 27.5 14.0 16.6 4.0
Black 47.8 27.3 11.1 11.4 2.6
Hispanic 46.8 27.3 11.1 11.4 3.4
Asian 36.9 25.4 12.7 18.2 6.8
American Indian 46.6 31.8 9.1 9.7 2.9 !
Pacific Islander 45.7 26.6 11.0 11.3 5.5
Two or more races 41.5 27.4 14.5 14.0 2.5
Other 42.8 24.6 18.1 13.0 ‡

Dependency status
Dependent 40.8 26.7 15.5 15.3 1.7
Independent 40.6 28.1 10.2 14.9 6.2

Unmarried, no dependents 35.8 26.6 11.3 19.8 6.5
Married, no dependents 36.7 27.2 11.4 17.4 7.4
Unmarried with dependents 48.4 29.2 8.3 9.4 4.8
Married with dependents 41.0 29.3 10.2 12.9 6.6

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 85.6 11.9 1.0 0.3 1.2
19–23 years 33.4 29.4 17.6 17.6 2.0
24–29 years 37.2 27.2 11.1 19.4 5.1
30–39 years 40.2 29.9 10.4 13.5 5.9
40 years or older 39.0 29.6 9.2 11.8 10.5

Dependency status and income level in 20063

Dependent
Less than $20,000 50.9 25.8 12.3 9.5 1.4
$20,000–39,999 46.5 28.0 12.8 11.5 1.3
$40,000–59,999 44.5 27.3 13.8 12.2 2.2
$60,000–79,999 39.1 28.2 15.6 14.9 2.2
$80,000–99,999 36.4 26.8 17.4 17.8 1.6
$100,000 or more 33.9 25.0 18.7 20.8 1.6

Independent
Less than $10,000 44.1 25.0 10.2 17.2 3.5
$10,000–19,999 43.8 26.7 9.9 15.0 4.6
$20,000–29,999 41.7 30.6 10.4 12.5 4.7
$30,000–49,999 38.0 31.2 10.4 13.4 6.9
$50,000 or more 36.3 27.9 10.3 15.3 10.3

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.4.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by class level and selected institutional and 
Table 1.4.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Institutional and student characteristics

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 45.9 27.9 10.8 11.4 4.0
Some postsecondary education 41.0 28.6 12.6 13.8 4.0
Bachelor’s degree or higher 34.7 26.0 15.7 19.9 3.7

Disability status
No disability reported 40.3 27.4 13.2 15.3 3.8
Some type of disability reported 44.4 27.0 11.9 12.9 3.9

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 43.9 25.6 13.5 14.3 2.8
Part-time 38.3 27.1 14.7 17.1 2.7
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 41.4 29.0 10.5 13.0 6.1

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

3 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. 
4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

# Rounds to zero.

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

Table 1.4.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by class level and selected institutional and 
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Institutional and student characteristics

 Total 0.36 0.28 0.23 0.56 0.33

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.55 0.43 0.70 1.51 0.10

Public 0.46 0.64 0.83 1.71 0.13
Private nonprofit 1.01 0.55 0.65 1.20 0.16

Institution type
Public 0.42 0.35 0.34 0.72 0.49

Less-than-2-year 3.30 1.89 † † 2.00
2-year 0.76 0.58 0.20 0.06 0.82
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.64 0.57 0.79 0.98 0.25
4-year doctorate-granting 0.70 0.84 0.91 2.26 0.15

Private nonprofit 0.97 0.55 0.63 1.15 0.15
Less-than-4-year 5.45 5.22 0.51 † 0.73
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.04 0.77 0.88 1.11 0.29
4-year doctorate-granting 1.39 0.72 0.77 1.57 0.16

For-profit 1.35 1.28 0.48 0.36 0.14
Less-than-2-year 2.99 2.94 † † 0.67
2 years or more 1.49 1.35 0.62 0.47 0.04

Attended more than one institution 0.87 0.54 0.82 0.35 0.53

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.37 0.31 0.43 0.57 0.12
Exclusively part-time 0.62 0.46 0.26 0.53 0.71

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 0.35 0.35 0.41 0.65 0.07
Full-time/part year 0.95 0.64 0.54 0.86 0.37
Part-time/full year 0.64 0.52 0.33 0.35 0.33
Part-time/part year 0.69 0.50 0.29 0.68 0.86

Undergraduate program
Certificate 1.51 1.22 † † 0.91
Associate’s degree 0.71 0.51 0.21 † 0.54
Bachelor’s degree 0.47 0.41 0.52 1.16 0.06
No certificate or degree 1.44 1.19 0.32 0.35 1.99

Sex
Male 0.48 0.37 0.29 0.61 0.35
Female 0.45 0.39 0.26 0.57 0.34

See notes at end of table.

Table S1.4.—Standard errors for table 1.4: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by class level and
Table S1.4.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Institutional and student characteristics

Race/ethnicity
White 0.44 0.35 0.26 0.72 0.35
Black 0.77 0.63 0.35 0.39 0.28
Hispanic 0.78 0.62 0.42 0.58 0.48
Asian 1.12 0.81 0.63 1.09 1.05
American Indian 2.85 3.33 1.48 1.68 0.94
Pacific Islander 3.70 2.88 1.57 2.08 1.57
Two or more races 1.46 1.43 1.08 0.90 0.54
Other 4.06 3.53 3.65 2.07 †

Dependency status
Dependent 0.41 0.31 0.33 0.74 0.23
Independent 0.56 0.41 0.22 0.42 0.49

Unmarried, no dependents 0.74 0.60 0.36 0.67 0.54
Married, no dependents 1.00 0.89 0.58 0.71 0.63
Unmarried with dependents 1.36 0.88 0.35 0.40 0.69
Married with dependents 0.82 0.62 0.41 0.51 0.59

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.52 0.43 0.11 0.06 0.33
19–23 years 0.39 0.34 0.43 0.78 0.23
24–29 years 0.69 0.58 0.31 0.69 0.43
30–39 years 0.83 0.75 0.41 0.49 0.60
40 years or older 0.93 0.75 0.47 0.46 0.86

Dependency status and income level in 2006
Dependent

Less than $20,000 0.95 0.79 0.63 0.55 0.25
$20,000–39,999 0.76 0.68 0.39 0.48 0.27
$40,000–59,999 0.73 0.64 0.48 0.68 0.43
$60,000–79,999 0.87 0.64 0.57 1.04 0.35
$80,000–99,999 1.01 0.71 0.62 1.03 0.24
$100,000 or more 0.70 0.50 0.53 1.15 0.25

Independent
Less than $10,000 1.08 0.69 0.52 0.50 0.41
$10,000–19,999 0.85 0.78 0.41 0.65 0.56
$20,000–29,999 1.12 1.08 0.49 0.52 0.57
$30,000–49,999 0.88 0.74 0.47 0.72 0.66
$50,000 or more 0.85 0.72 0.50 0.56 0.77

See notes at end of table.

Table S1.4.—Standard errors for table 1.4: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by class level and
Table S1.4.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Institutional and student characteristics

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.54 0.40 0.24 0.36 0.41
Some postsecondary education 0.53 0.46 0.32 0.71 0.45
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.40 0.39 0.39 0.79 0.28

Disability status
No disability reported 0.38 0.29 0.23 0.62 0.34
Some type of disability reported 0.83 0.64 0.49 0.42 0.38

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.45 0.43 0.40 0.57 0.26
Part-time 0.52 0.34 0.26 0.78 0.30
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.59 0.45 0.25 0.43 0.53

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
† Not applicable.

Table S1.4.—Standard errors for table 1.4: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by class level and
Table S1.4.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

First-
year

Second- 
year

Third- 
year

Fourth- or
fifth-year Unclassified
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 Total 39.3 14.0 22.1 24.6

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 58.8 13.0 14.1 14.1

Public 57.3 12.4 15.4 14.9
Private nonprofit 62.3 14.3 11.3 12.1

Institution type
Public 34.3 12.2 24.3 29.2

Less-than-2-year 30.6 34.7 12.9 ! 21.8
2-year 17.5 11.9 30.9 39.7
4-year non-doctorate-granting 49.3 11.8 18.6 20.3
4-year doctorate-granting 61.6 12.7 13.7 12.0

Private nonprofit 61.1 14.9 11.5 12.4
Less-than-4-year 25.3 33.1 19.4 22.1
4-year non-doctorate-granting 58.5 15.1 12.8 13.6
4-year doctorate-granting 66.4 13.4 9.6 10.5

For-profit 37.0 33.4 13.2 16.4
Less-than-2-year 28.2 47.6 11.4 12.8
2 years or more 39.6 29.2 13.7 17.5

Attended more than one institution 48.8 6.6 30.5 14.2

Undergraduate program
Certificate 20.2 32.8 17.9 29.1
Associate’s degree 22.5 13.7 30.9 33.0
Bachelor’s degree 60.3 12.3 14.6 12.7
No certificate or degree 11.4 7.1 26.1 55.4

Sex
Male 39.8 14.7 20.6 24.9
Female 38.9 13.5 23.2 24.4

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.5.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by attendance status and selected institutional 
Table 1.5.—and student characteristics: 2007–08

Full-time/
full year

Full-time/
part year

Part-time/
full year

Part-time/
part year

Institutional and 
student characteristics
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Race/ethnicity1

White 41.7 13.3 20.8 24.1
Black 32.1 17.0 22.8 28.1
Hispanic 34.7 14.7 26.7 23.9
Asian 42.9 12.2 21.0 23.9
American Indian 31.4 17.9 23.3 27.4
Pacific Islander 32.4 13.5 27.3 26.8
Two or more races 43.2 14.3 21.0 21.5
Other 29.7 16.2 32.3 21.7

Dependency status
Dependent 56.2 13.8 16.5 13.5
Independent 20.2 14.4 28.3 37.2

Unmarried, no dependents 21.2 14.9 27.8 36.0
Married, no dependents 19.4 12.7 28.3 39.6
Unmarried with dependents 22.9 16.5 26.6 34.0
Married with dependents 17.0 12.6 30.4 40.0

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 61.7 14.7 13.4 10.2
19–23 years 51.8 14.3 17.8 16.1
24–29 years 22.0 16.9 27.5 33.5
30–39 years 18.1 12.4 29.5 40.0
40 years or older 12.3 9.2 32.8 45.6

Dependency status and income level in 20062

Dependent
Less than $20,000 51.1 15.1 19.0 14.8
$20,000–39,999 50.8 13.4 20.2 15.7
$40,000–59,999 50.7 14.3 18.1 16.9
$60,000–79,999 54.7 13.4 16.8 15.1
$80,000–99,999 60.4 13.5 14.8 11.2
$100,000 or more 63.9 13.5 13.0 9.7

Independent
Less than $10,000 31.0 20.6 21.9 26.5
$10,000–19,999 23.6 17.1 26.8 32.4
$20,000–29,999 19.9 15.9 29.7 34.5
$30,000–49,999 16.5 10.9 31.9 40.6
$50,000 or more 10.6 8.3 31.6 49.5

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.5.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by attendance status and selected institutional 
Table 1.5.—and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Parents’ education3

High school diploma or less 31.1 15.1 25.1 28.7
Some postsecondary education 37.6 13.4 23.3 25.7
Bachelor’s degree or higher 48.4 13.2 18.3 20.1

Disability status
No disability reported 39.8 13.8 22.0 24.4
Some type of disability reported 34.7 15.7 22.9 26.7

Work intensity while enrolled4

Did not work 53.0 17.2 14.9 14.9
Part-time 47.2 14.7 20.2 18.0
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 18.0 10.8 30.2 41.0

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).

2 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. 
3 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

1 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

4 Excludes work study and assistantships.

Institutional and 
student characteristics

Full-time/
full year

Full-time/
part year

Part-time/
full year

Part-time/
part year

Table 1.5.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by attendance status and selected institutional 
Table 1.5.—and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
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 Total 0.28 0.28 0.33 0.35

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.46 0.32 0.30 0.27

Public 0.51 0.28 0.35 0.31
Private nonprofit 0.89 0.74 0.45 0.53

Institution type
Public 0.29 0.39 0.30 0.43

Less-than-2-year 3.54 7.77 4.07 4.40
2-year 0.32 0.57 0.41 0.71
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.83 0.51 0.58 0.51
4-year doctorate-granting 0.60 0.35 0.44 0.39

Private nonprofit 0.87 0.76 0.42 0.53
Less-than-4-year 2.36 5.89 3.28 3.67
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.16 0.73 0.73 0.84
4-year doctorate-granting 1.56 1.37 0.48 0.50

For-profit 1.71 1.27 0.95 1.27
Less-than-2-year 1.62 2.17 1.13 1.66
2 years or more 2.06 1.56 1.20 1.62

Attended more than one institution 2.29 0.65 0.79 2.35

Undergraduate program
Certificate 0.92 1.77 0.82 1.76
Associate’s degree 0.34 0.48 0.39 0.59
Bachelor’s degree 0.66 0.27 0.33 0.38
No certificate or degree 0.91 0.58 1.20 1.95

Sex
Male 0.37 0.31 0.36 0.42
Female 0.42 0.43 0.37 0.41

See notes at end of table.

Table S1.5.—Standard errors for table 1.5: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by attendance
Table S1.5.—status and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Race/ethnicity
White 0.33 0.30 0.27 0.42
Black 0.77 0.93 0.60 0.72
Hispanic 0.72 0.54 0.73 0.57
Asian 1.00 0.74 1.21 1.27
American Indian 2.14 2.43 2.22 3.16
Pacific Islander 2.35 2.40 2.88 2.70
Two or more races 1.62 0.98 1.46 1.47
Other 3.79 2.98 4.21 3.57

Dependency status
Dependent 0.36 0.31 0.34 0.32
Independent 0.41 0.62 0.41 0.59

Unmarried, no dependents 0.42 0.47 0.64 0.79
Married, no dependents 0.64 0.77 0.81 1.08
Unmarried with dependents 0.73 1.42 0.71 0.92
Married with dependents 0.67 0.67 0.63 0.83

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.76 0.70 0.68 0.57
19–23 years 0.35 0.27 0.34 0.34
24–29 years 0.47 0.59 0.58 0.70
30–39 years 0.68 0.85 0.60 0.99
40 years or older 0.59 0.79 0.80 0.90

Dependency status and income level in 2006
Dependent

Less than $20,000 1.17 0.63 0.70 0.80
$20,000–39,999 0.90 0.56 0.66 0.61
$40,000–59,999 0.93 0.64 0.64 0.90
$60,000–79,999 0.86 0.61 0.66 0.91
$80,000–99,999 0.90 0.67 0.63 0.68
$100,000 or more 0.67 0.62 0.41 0.37

Independent
Less than $10,000 1.02 0.99 0.60 0.61
$10,000–19,999 0.74 0.81 0.72 0.87
$20,000–29,999 0.67 0.71 0.75 0.95
$30,000–49,999 0.65 0.65 0.71 0.85
$50,000 or more 0.53 0.72 0.73 1.24

See notes at end of table.

Table S1.5.—Standard errors for table 1.5: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by attendance
Table S1.5.—status and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Institutional and 
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full year

Part-time/
part year
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Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.41 0.39 0.50 0.53
Some postsecondary education 0.37 0.47 0.46 0.61
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.40 0.29 0.32 0.34

Disability status
No disability reported 0.28 0.27 0.33 0.37
Some type of disability reported 0.75 0.74 0.61 0.77

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.51 0.49 0.32 0.36
Part-time 0.36 0.33 0.35 0.36
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.42 0.62 0.49 0.77

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S1.5.—Standard errors for table 1.5: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by attendance
Table S1.5.—status and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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part year
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Institutional and student characteristics

 Total 87.0 152.1 19.0 68.2

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 82.9 238.5 35.0 38.5

Public 90.5 189.3 30.0 40.5
Private nonprofit 65.9 349.5 49.0 34.0

Institution type
Public 92.7 112.9 15.0 74.6

Less-than-2-year 95.7 49.7 ! 12.0 35.8
2-year 94.2 57.9 12.0 100.0
4-year non-doctorate-granting 92.4 152.1 24.0 38.3
4-year doctorate-granting 89.5 209.5 43.0 41.7

Private nonprofit 66.5 342.4 45.0 35.1
Less-than-4-year 87.4 114.0 14.0 72.0
4-year non-doctorate-granting 69.6 311.1 39.0 36.9
4-year doctorate-granting 61.7 391.8 58.0 30.7

For-profit 72.2 163.4 15.0 56.9
Less-than-2-year 91.2 70.1 14.0 31.8
2 years or more 66.6 192.2 15.0 64.3

Attended more than one institution 88.0 163.7 19.0 80.1

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 84.2 194.9 24.0 58.0
Exclusively part-time 92.0 74.6 13.0 86.8

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 82.4 222.7 30.0 50.5
Full-time/part year 83.9 188.9 19.0 65.7
Part-time/full year 93.1 76.7 14.0 82.2
Part-time/part year 90.4 87.6 14.0 85.3

Undergraduate program
Certificate 91.8 73.3 14.0 70.3
Associate’s degree 92.1 76.1 13.0 94.2
Bachelor’s degree 81.4 238.6 35.0 42.6
No certificate or degree 89.9 85.4 13.0 90.1

Sex
Male 86.2 166.7 19.0 66.8
Female 87.5 141.1 19.0 69.2

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.6.—Percentage of undergraduates attending a postsecondary institution in home state, the 
Table 1.6.—average and median number of miles between home and postsecondary institution, and 
Table 1.6.—percentage of undergraduates who ever attended a community college, by selected 
Table 1.6.—institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Institutional and student characteristics

Race/ethnicity2

White 86.7 141.9 20.0 66.7
Black 85.9 126.5 15.0 70.7
Hispanic 92.6 109.3 14.0 69.9
Asian 79.4 388.1 15.0 70.4
American Indian 86.2 196.2 15.0 76.0
Pacific Islander 89.1 195.6 ! 14.0 79.9
Two or more races 85.4 211.7 19.0 69.4
Other 83.2 139.0 15.0 66.5

Dependency status
Dependent 85.7 192.8 25.0 57.3
Independent 88.3 105.7 14.0 80.4

Unmarried, no dependents 89.2 104.7 14.0 80.0
Married, no dependents 87.8 114.3 14.0 80.5
Unmarried with dependents 88.7 91.9 14.0 79.3
Married with dependents 87.2 114.9 14.0 81.6

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 86.2 182.7 25.0 54.3
19–23 years 86.0 184.3 24.0 60.0
24–29 years 88.3 120.5 14.0 78.5
30–39 years 87.1 101.0 14.0 82.4
40 years or older 89.9 81.9 13.0 86.0

Dependency status and income level in 20063

Dependent
Less than $20,000 91.0 135.8 16.0 63.9
$20,000–39,999 90.9 150.6 19.0 63.6
$40,000–59,999 88.2 160.0 20.0 64.1
$60,000–79,999 87.5 173.0 24.0 60.4
$80,000–99,999 84.3 181.8 30.0 53.9
$100,000 or more 78.6 276.8 50.0 46.7

Independent
Less than $10,000 88.2 130.8 14.0 74.5
$10,000–19,999 89.1 92.3 14.0 78.7
$20,000–29,999 89.1 90.9 14.0 80.2
$30,000–49,999 88.2 106.9 14.0 82.3
$50,000 or more 87.6 99.6 14.0 85.7

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.6.—Percentage of undergraduates attending a postsecondary institution in home state, the 
Table 1.6.—average and median number of miles between home and postsecondary institution, and 
Table 1.6.—percentage of undergraduates who ever attended a community college, by selected 
Table 1.6.—institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Institutional and student characteristics

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 89.2 107.8 15.0 74.1
Some postsecondary education 89.1 116.9 17.0 71.8
Bachelor’s degree or higher 83.3 215.7 24.0 60.0

Disability status
No disability reported 87.0 151.2 19.0 67.7
Some type of disability reported 86.6 159.9 17.0 71.7

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 81.9 238.8 25.0 57.0
Part-time 88.4 139.3 19.0 65.5
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 89.0 101.2 14.0 80.4

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

3 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. 
4 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.
NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table 1.6.—Percentage of undergraduates attending a postsecondary institution in home state, the 
Table 1.6.—average and median number of miles between home and postsecondary institution, and 
Table 1.6.—percentage of undergraduates who ever attended a community college, by selected 
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2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
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Institutional and student characteristics

 Total 0.38 4.25 # 0.29

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.33 5.44 1.41 0.42

Public 0.25 5.66 1.70 0.52
Private nonprofit 0.84 12.30 2.76 0.72

Institution type
Public 0.25 3.16 # 0.23

Less-than-2-year 2.30 20.72 2.09 3.64
2-year 0.43 3.33 0.73 †
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.56 9.16 1.77 0.89
4-year doctorate-granting 0.40 7.48 2.02 0.57

Private nonprofit 0.83 11.98 2.51 0.71
Less-than-4-year 4.13 29.90 0.78 4.92
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.40 18.46 3.47 1.25
4-year doctorate-granting 1.37 19.40 5.86 0.79

For-profit 4.60 42.18 1.16 1.86
Less-than-2-year 1.99 5.90 0.32 0.96
2 years or more 6.03 55.11 2.69 2.39

Attended more than one institution 0.61 12.44 0.32 0.59

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.53 6.47 # 0.62
Exclusively part-time 0.34 3.60 0.76 0.32

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 0.38 5.90 0.10 0.74
Full-time/part year 1.56 22.62 0.62 0.88
Part-time/full year 0.29 3.38 # 0.33
Part-time/part year 0.47 4.86 0.39 0.48

Undergraduate program
Certificate 1.01 5.85 0.07 1.52
Associate’s degree 0.63 7.09 0.73 0.38
Bachelor’s degree 0.36 5.36 0.73 0.83
No certificate or degree 0.95 8.85 0.98 0.81

Sex
Male 0.32 4.58 0.10 0.38
Female 0.51 5.63 0.25 0.33

See notes at end of table.

Table S1.6.—Standard errors for table 1.6: Percentage of undergraduates attending a postsecondary
Table S1.6.—institution in home state, the average and median number of miles between home and
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Institutional and student characteristics

Race/ethnicity
White 0.41 5.23 # 0.34
Black 1.06 8.44 # 0.75
Hispanic 0.47 6.91 # 0.89
Asian 1.08 31.34 0.52 1.19
American Indian 2.81 47.98 2.52 2.80
Pacific Islander 2.19 60.15 1.20 2.88
Two or more races 1.31 28.64 1.85 1.42
Other 3.59 29.93 1.82 3.50

Dependency status
Dependent 0.26 5.22 0.20 0.58
Independent 0.76 8.24 # 0.40

Unmarried, no dependents 0.50 6.28 # 0.50
Married, no dependents 0.97 13.50 0.16 0.70
Unmarried with dependents 1.51 13.80 0.29 0.86
Married with dependents 0.92 14.02 0.87 0.52

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.56 10.08 0.97 1.15
19–23 years 0.28 4.88 1.64 0.45
24–29 years 0.89 9.90 0.10 0.60
30–39 years 0.92 11.31 0.41 0.56
40 years or older 1.09 6.88 0.85 0.66

Dependency status and income level in 2006
Dependent

Less than $20,000 0.60 10.58 1.01 0.84
$20,000–39,999 0.61 10.16 0.67 0.88
$40,000–59,999 0.53 8.81 0.39 0.65
$60,000–79,999 0.57 9.52 0.70 0.85
$80,000–99,999 0.77 8.43 0.95 0.96
$100,000 or more 0.51 10.26 1.62 0.98

Independent
Less than $10,000 1.12 19.75 # 0.69
$10,000–19,999 0.77 9.15 0.37 0.71
$20,000–29,999 1.07 8.78 0.07 1.02
$30,000–49,999 1.16 10.97 # 0.59
$50,000 or more 0.61 7.51 0.50 0.50

See notes at end of table.

Table S1.6.—Standard errors for table 1.6: Percentage of undergraduates attending a postsecondary
Table S1.6.—institution in home state, the average and median number of miles between home and
Table S1.6.—postsecondary institution, and percentage of undergraduates who ever attended a
Table S1.6.—community college, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Institutional and student characteristics

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.52 4.98 # 0.40
Some postsecondary education 0.54 7.05 0.94 0.36
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.31 6.58 0.64 0.61

Disability status
No disability reported 0.33 3.31 # 0.30
Some type of disability reported 0.92 19.94 1.24 0.69

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.45 10.56 1.01 0.55
Part-time 0.33 4.28 # 0.46
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.65 5.56 0.23 0.31

# Rounds to zero.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

† Not applicable.

Table S1.6.—Standard errors for table 1.6: Percentage of undergraduates attending a postsecondary
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Table S1.6.—community college, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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 Total 20.4 3.7 73.5 10.9 15.7

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 16.1 2.3 75.4 11.4 13.3

Public 17.4 2.1 76.0 10.3 13.7
Private nonprofit 13.2 2.7 73.5 14.5 12.0

Institution type
Public 21.0 2.7 77.5 8.3 14.2

Less-than-2-year 7.9 2.1 ! 56.4 21.2 ! 22.4 !
2-year 23.7 3.1 78.4 7.2 14.4
4-year non-doctorate-granting 20.0 3.1 75.1 9.2 15.6
4-year doctorate-granting 16.0 1.6 76.6 11.1 12.4

Private nonprofit 13.3 2.8 73.2 14.3 12.5
Less-than-4-year 18.6 4.8 67.1 10.8 22.2
4-year non-doctorate-granting 15.1 3.5 71.6 14.2 14.1
4-year doctorate-granting 11.0 1.9 76.3 14.8 8.9

For-profit 21.1 12.4 74.8 10.3 14.9
Less-than-2-year 6.2 1.7 49.1 34.3 16.7
2 years or more 25.5 15.5 76.7 8.6 14.8

Attended more than one institution3 27.1 4.0 45.2 25.8 29.1

Attendance intensity
Any full-time4 18.0 2.9 72.9 12.1 15.0
Exclusively part-time 24.8 5.0 74.2 9.2 16.6

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 16.8 2.5 73.0 12.2 14.8
Full-time/part year 17.5 3.7 71.1 14.1 14.8
Part-time/full year 25.3 4.3 75.3 8.9 15.8
Part-time/part year 23.5 5.0 73.2 9.9 16.9

Undergraduate program
Certificate 13.3 3.5 63.7 19.2 17.1
Associate’s degree 24.7 4.2 76.9 7.5 15.7
Bachelor’s degree 17.4 3.2 71.5 13.3 15.1
No certificate or degree 23.5 4.2 67.3 14.9 17.8

Sex
Male 18.6 3.3 72.8 11.3 15.8
Female 21.8 4.0 73.9 10.5 15.6

See notes at end of table.
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Entire program 
was distance 

education
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Race/ethnicity5

White 21.7 3.8 75.0 10.1 14.9
Black 20.2 5.0 72.6 11.3 16.1
Hispanic 16.4 2.5 71.1 12.3 16.6
Asian 18.2 3.0 64.6 17.6 17.8
American Indian 22.1 2.0 57.5 12.7 29.8
Pacific Islander 17.7 ‡ 62.6 13.3 ! 24.0
Two or more races 20.1 3.0 75.9 7.6 16.5
Other 13.4 4.7 76.1 ‡ ‡

Dependency status
Dependent 14.3 1.0 75.1 11.8 13.1
Independent 27.3 6.7 72.5 10.3 17.2

Unmarried, no dependents 24.0 4.6 70.0 12.5 17.5
Married, no dependents 28.2 6.8 71.5 10.2 18.3
Unmarried with dependents 25.0 7.0 73.4 8.6 17.9
Married with dependents 32.6 8.8 74.4 9.6 16.0

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 10.4 1.0 77.8 11.9 10.2
19–23 years 16.1 1.4 74.5 11.5 14.0
24–29 years 25.9 5.3 71.7 12.3 16.0
30–39 years 30.6 9.1 72.7 8.5 18.8
40 years or older 29.4 7.7 72.9 9.7 17.3

Dependency status and income
 level in 20066

Dependent
Less than $20,000 14.1 1.4 72.5 11.7 15.7
$20,000–39,999 14.3 1.6 70.5 13.4 16.1
$40,000–59,999 14.3 1.0 76.2 12.1 11.7
$60,000–79,999 15.6 0.7 77.2 9.4 13.4
$80,000–99,999 15.1 0.8 78.2 10.9 10.9
$100,000 or more 13.5 0.6 75.5 12.6 11.9

Independent
Less than $10,000 20.2 4.3 72.5 10.5 17.0
$10,000–19,999 23.1 4.6 73.3 10.8 15.9
$20,000–29,999 27.1 6.5 68.8 12.3 18.9
$30,000–49,999 30.5 7.7 72.5 9.5 18.0
$50,000 or more 34.5 9.9 74.1 9.4 16.5

Entire program 
was distance 

education

Location of distance education courses

Institutional and 
student characteristics Both

See notes at end of table.

Table 1.7.—Percentage of undergraduates who took any distance education courses, the percentage 
Table 1.7.—who reported that their entire undergraduate program was taught through distance
Table 1.7.—education, and the location of distance education courses, by selected institutional and 
Table 1.7.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Home 
institution1

Other 
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Took any distance 
education courses 

in 2007–08
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Parents’ education7

High school diploma or less 21.5 4.6 73.6 10.0 16.4
Some postsecondary education 21.6 3.8 74.0 10.3 15.7
Bachelor’s degree or higher 18.7 2.8 73.4 12.1 14.5

Disability status
No disability reported 20.3 3.6 73.3 11.0 15.7
Some type of disability reported 21.2 3.9 74.5 9.7 15.8

Work intensity while enrolled8

Did not work 15.6 2.6 73.3 12.0 14.7
Part-time 17.8 1.9 73.6 12.1 14.3
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 27.7 6.9 73.4 9.3 17.3

‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS) institution.
2 While concurrently enrolled in the NPSAS institution.
3 Refers to sequential enrollment in more than one institution in 2007–08.
4 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

6 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. 
7 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).

5 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

Entire program 
was distance 

education

Location of distance education courses

Institutional and 
student characteristics

Home 
institution1

Other 
institution2 Both

Table 1.7.—Percentage of undergraduates who took any distance education courses, the percentage 
Table 1.7.—who reported that their entire undergraduate program was taught through distance
Table 1.7.—education, and the location of distance education courses, by selected institutional and 
Table 1.7.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

8 Excludes work study and assistantships.

Took any distance 
education courses 

in 2007–08
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 Total 0.33 0.18 0.77 0.48 0.46

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.41 0.19 0.73 0.48 0.51

Public 0.52 0.24 0.79 0.51 0.60
Private nonprofit 0.48 0.23 1.40 1.06 0.92

Institution type
Public 0.28 0.13 0.62 0.34 0.49

Less-than-2-year 2.34 0.80 4.54 7.33 9.91
2-year 0.35 0.15 0.78 0.45 0.67
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.62 0.18 1.27 0.76 1.03
4-year doctorate-granting 0.70 0.36 0.91 0.64 0.67

Private nonprofit 0.47 0.22 1.33 1.02 0.88
Less-than-4-year 1.35 0.61 2.55 1.86 2.36
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.71 0.37 1.91 1.41 1.41
4-year doctorate-granting 0.60 0.21 2.03 1.70 0.89

For-profit 1.32 1.46 1.97 1.42 1.44
Less-than-2-year 0.35 0.23 4.12 3.40 2.51
2 years or more 1.68 1.90 1.97 1.41 1.53

Attended more than one institution 0.56 0.26 1.37 1.28 1.15

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.33 0.22 0.81 0.54 0.52
Exclusively part-time 0.54 0.27 0.97 0.61 0.71

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 0.33 0.21 1.18 0.78 0.67
Full-time/part year 0.71 0.61 1.90 1.50 1.04
Part-time/full year 0.45 0.21 1.19 0.75 0.67
Part-time/part year 0.63 0.36 1.22 0.78 0.89

Undergraduate program
Certificate 0.59 0.42 2.20 2.15 1.86
Associate’s degree 0.36 0.23 0.78 0.46 0.64
Bachelor’s degree 0.59 0.25 1.07 0.72 0.56
No certificate or degree 0.96 0.39 2.85 1.88 1.70

Sex
Male 0.37 0.17 0.88 0.58 0.65
Female 0.36 0.23 0.89 0.56 0.56

See notes at end of table.

Entire program 
was distance 

education

Location of distance education courses

Institutional and 
student characteristics

Home 
institution

Other 
institution Both

Took any distance 
education courses 

in 2007–08

Table S1.7.—Standard errors for table 1.7: Percentage of undergraduates who took any distance 
Table S1.7.—education courses, the percentage who reported that their entire undergraduate program 
Table S1.7.—was taught through distance education, and the location of distance education courses, by 
Table S1.7.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Race/ethnicity
White 0.38 0.19 0.89 0.60 0.51
Black 0.69 0.52 1.23 0.81 0.93
Hispanic 0.56 0.19 1.46 0.93 1.07
Asian 0.83 0.37 2.40 1.82 1.82
American Indian 2.09 0.67 6.29 3.66 6.20
Pacific Islander 1.97 † 6.00 4.39 5.49
Two or more races 1.06 0.65 3.01 1.79 2.29
Other 2.68 1.54 10.42 † †

Dependency status
Dependent 0.25 0.07 1.16 0.80 0.60
Independent 0.50 0.34 0.73 0.45 0.56

Unmarried, no dependents 0.53 0.28 1.38 0.87 0.99
Married, no dependents 1.05 0.64 1.74 1.09 1.36
Unmarried with dependents 0.64 0.50 1.49 0.88 1.12
Married with dependents 0.88 0.55 0.91 0.62 0.77

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.39 0.15 1.95 1.32 1.42
19–23 years 0.27 0.09 1.17 0.83 0.59
24–29 years 0.54 0.41 1.03 0.84 0.77
30–39 years 1.06 0.62 1.14 0.66 0.98
40 years or older 0.74 0.52 1.19 0.73 1.12

Dependency status and income
       level in 2006

Dependent
Less than $20,000 0.60 0.21 2.28 1.53 1.71
$20,000–39,999 0.54 0.23 1.73 1.25 1.36
$40,000–59,999 0.50 0.18 1.57 1.29 1.13
$60,000–79,999 0.60 0.13 2.13 1.59 1.29
$80,000–99,999 0.71 0.15 1.95 1.43 1.24
$100,000 or more 0.51 0.08 1.74 1.15 1.08

Independent
Less than $10,000 0.74 0.57 1.61 1.09 1.16
$10,000–19,999 0.78 0.44 1.47 1.08 1.13
$20,000–29,999 0.85 0.56 1.38 1.17 1.33
$30,000–49,999 0.79 0.61 1.57 0.94 1.14
$50,000 or more 1.13 0.56 1.00 0.68 0.92

Entire program 
was distance 

education

Location of distance education courses

Institutional and 
student characteristics

Home 
institution

Other 
institution Both

Table S1.7.—Standard errors for table 1.7: Percentage of undergraduates who took any distance 
Table S1.7.—education courses, the percentage who reported that their entire undergraduate program 
Table S1.7.—was taught through distance education, and the location of distance education courses, by 
Table S1.7.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Took any distance 
education courses 

in 2007–08

See notes at end of table.
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Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.45 0.28 1.00 0.53 0.78
Some postsecondary education 0.45 0.27 0.98 0.61 0.75
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.46 0.17 1.08 0.76 0.66

Disability status
No disability reported 0.34 0.17 0.77 0.49 0.47
Some type of disability reported 0.66 0.49 1.38 0.93 1.01

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.35 0.23 1.11 0.82 0.72
Part-time 0.25 0.09 0.94 0.71 0.56
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.67 0.36 0.91 0.51 0.69

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Entire program 
was distance 

education

Location of distance education courses

Institutional and 
student characteristics

Home 
institution

Other 
institution Both

Table S1.7.—Standard errors for table 1.7: Percentage of undergraduates who took any distance 
Table S1.7.—education courses, the percentage who reported that their entire undergraduate program 
Table S1.7.—was taught through distance education, and the location of distance education courses, by 
Table S1.7.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Took any distance 
education courses 

in 2007–08
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General Applied

 Total 7.1 40.2 46.7 6.0 67.2 32.8

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.6 4.4 93.0 2.1 67.7 32.3

Public 0.5 4.8 92.3 2.3 68.6 31.4
Private nonprofit 0.7 3.3 94.4 1.6 64.8 35.2

Institution type
Public 4.9 47.7 40.2 7.1 68.8 31.2

Less-than-2-year 97.1 † † 2.9 ! † †
2-year 7.2 79.6 2.5 10.7 68.8 31.2
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.9 12.8 82.6 3.7 69.8 30.2
4-year doctorate-granting 0.3 0.5 97.6 1.5 52.2 47.8

Private nonprofit 2.0 4.9 91.6 1.6 57.2 42.8
Less-than-4-year 41.2 55.2 0.9 ! 2.6 ! 42.8 57.2
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.0 ! 4.2 93.1 1.7 65.0 35.0
4-year doctorate-granting 0.4 2.2 95.9 1.4 64.6 35.4

For-profit 35.3 37.9 25.1 1.6 47.1 52.9
Less-than-2-year 98.4 † † 1.6 ! † †
2 years or more 16.7 49.1 32.6 1.7 47.1 52.9

Attended more than one institution 3.4 36.0 51.8 8.8 74.9 25.1

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 6.9 30.9 59.7 2.4 66.3 33.7
Exclusively part-time 7.6 57.1 22.8 12.6 68.1 31.9

Sex
Male 6.2 38.7 48.9 6.1 67.0 33.0
Female 7.9 41.3 44.9 6.0 67.3 32.7

Race/ethnicity2

White 5.8 38.1 50.1 6.0 64.9 35.1
Black 10.1 44.3 40.8 4.8 62.6 37.4
Hispanic 11.4 45.1 37.9 5.6 77.0 23.0
Asian 5.2 36.6 48.7 9.6 74.4 25.6
American Indian 6.9 54.2 32.2 6.8 65.7 34.3
Pacific Islander 7.4 49.7 34.5 8.4 74.1 25.9
Two or more races 5.6 40.5 47.4 6.5 69.9 30.1
Other 4.8 ! 41.8 47.1 6.3 ! 75.9 24.1

See notes at end of table.

Table 2.1.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by undergraduate program and selected 
Table 2.1.—institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and 
student characteristics

Among associate’s 
degree students

No 
certificate 
or degree

Bachelor’s 
degree

Associate’s 
degreeCertificate
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General Applied

Dependency status
Dependent 3.9 32.8 59.3 4.0 73.7 26.3
Independent 10.8 48.4 32.4 8.3 62.2 37.8

Unmarried, no dependents 8.6 45.0 38.2 8.3 65.2 34.8
Married, no dependents 9.1 45.7 35.9 9.2 63.1 36.9
Unmarried with dependents 14.3 53.3 25.6 6.8 63.4 36.6
Married with dependents 11.0 49.4 30.3 9.3 57.7 42.3

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 4.0 37.4 54.2 4.4 76.8 23.2
19–23 years 4.9 34.5 56.6 4.0 71.4 28.6
24–29 years 9.9 46.9 37.2 6.1 64.5 35.5
30–39 years 11.3 49.5 31.3 7.9 58.0 42.0
40 years or older 11.5 47.4 26.5 14.6 61.4 38.6

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 9.1 44.3 41.9 4.7 67.1 32.9
Middle 50 percent 7.2 41.9 45.2 5.7 67.5 32.5
Highest 25 percent 5.1 32.3 54.5 8.0 66.5 33.5

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 9.8 48.4 35.5 6.3 64.2 35.8
Some postsecondary education 6.8 43.4 43.9 5.8 67.6 32.4
Bachelor’s degree or higher 4.3 29.9 59.9 6.0 70.8 29.2

Disability status
No disability reported 7.0 39.5 47.5 6.0 67.2 32.8
Some type of disability reported 8.6 45.5 39.8 6.1 67.5 32.5

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 8.4 30.4 56.8 4.3 63.6 36.4
Part-time 6.1 38.2 51.0 4.7 69.5 30.5
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 7.6 50.4 33.0 9.0 66.6 33.4

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

Table 2.1.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by undergraduate program and selected 
Table 2.1.—institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Among associate’s 
degree studentsInstitutional and 

student characteristics Certificate
Associate’s 

degree
Bachelor’s 

degree

No 
certificate 
or degree

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

† Not applicable.

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.
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General Applied

 Total 0.32 0.48 0.22 0.28 0.72 0.72

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.08 0.46 0.43 0.19 1.52 1.52

Public 0.08 0.61 0.57 0.22 1.65 1.65
Private nonprofit 0.17 0.47 0.65 0.24 3.85 3.85

Institution type
Public 0.29 0.75 0.25 0.48 0.81 0.81

Less-than-2-year 1.33 † † 1.33 † †
2-year 0.52 0.92 0.24 0.74 0.86 0.86
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.14 1.71 1.80 0.33 1.74 1.74
4-year doctorate-granting 0.08 0.07 0.28 0.24 7.44 7.44

Private nonprofit 0.21 0.46 0.63 0.24 3.50 3.50
Less-than-4-year 3.94 4.60 0.45 1.07 6.56 6.56
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.31 0.75 1.11 0.38 5.76 5.76
4-year doctorate-granting 0.10 0.54 0.59 0.27 4.83 4.83

For-profit 1.92 1.55 1.37 0.35 3.89 3.89
Less-than-2-year 0.59 † † 0.59 † †
2 years or more 2.43 1.97 1.77 0.40 3.89 3.89

Attended more than one institution 0.35 0.74 0.85 0.60 1.63 1.63

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.33 0.58 0.58 0.12 0.91 0.91
Exclusively part-time 0.60 0.70 0.72 0.71 0.86 0.86

Sex
Male 0.44 0.53 0.38 0.32 0.95 0.95
Female 0.37 0.50 0.34 0.29 0.75 0.75

Race/ethnicity
White 0.34 0.45 0.42 0.29 0.97 0.97
Black 0.71 0.97 0.84 0.50 1.25 1.25
Hispanic 0.75 1.29 0.92 0.54 1.02 1.02
Asian 0.50 1.52 1.38 0.79 1.58 1.58
American Indian 1.18 3.36 3.23 1.44 3.96 3.96
Pacific Islander 1.82 3.74 3.90 2.24 4.97 4.97
Two or more races 0.57 1.77 1.93 0.88 2.23 2.23
Other 1.81 4.33 3.97 2.17 5.41 5.41

See notes at end of table.

Table S2.1.—Standard errors for table 2.1: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by undergraduate 
Table S2.1.—program and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Among associate’s 
degree studentsInstitutional and 

student characteristics Certificate
Associate’s 

degree
Bachelor’s 

degree

No 
certificate 
or degree
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General Applied

Dependency status
Dependent 0.20 0.51 0.40 0.23 0.79 0.79
Independent 0.52 0.61 0.51 0.42 0.91 0.91

Unmarried, no dependents 0.53 0.72 0.72 0.48 1.02 1.02
Married, no dependents 0.79 1.05 0.91 0.64 2.00 2.00
Unmarried with dependents 0.80 1.23 0.74 0.92 1.41 1.41
Married with dependents 0.61 0.90 0.75 0.64 1.27 1.27

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.25 1.18 1.08 0.41 1.18 1.18
19–23 years 0.23 0.48 0.37 0.21 0.79 0.79
24–29 years 0.59 0.61 0.77 0.40 1.12 1.12
30–39 years 0.60 0.81 0.78 0.61 1.25 1.25
40 years or older 0.82 1.19 0.79 0.86 1.51 1.51

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.35 0.65 0.47 0.28 1.00 1.00
Middle 50 percent 0.44 0.54 0.39 0.34 0.77 0.77
Highest 25 percent 0.28 0.57 0.48 0.39 1.31 1.31

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.49 0.74 0.43 0.40 0.76 0.76
Some postsecondary education 0.36 0.60 0.53 0.46 0.99 0.99
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.25 0.44 0.37 0.26 1.03 1.03

Disability status
No disability reported 0.33 0.47 0.24 0.27 0.72 0.72
Some type of disability reported 0.56 0.95 0.76 0.51 1.40 1.40

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.37 0.58 0.50 0.24 1.06 1.06
Part-time 0.36 0.47 0.42 0.27 0.90 0.90
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.38 0.67 0.43 0.49 0.82 0.82

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
† Not applicable.

Table S2.1.—Standard errors for table 2.1: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by undergraduate 
Table S2.1.—program and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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 Total 4.0 5.8 6.7 10.9 7.1 7.0 16.7 19.0 6.8 16.0

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 2.9 6.9 10.1 5.7 11.8 10.3 9.0 20.5 8.5 14.3

Public 2.8 7.8 11.0 6.2 11.5 10.2 9.0 18.6 8.9 14.0
Private nonprofit 3.1 4.9 8.1 4.4 12.5 10.7 9.0 24.8 7.6 14.9

Institution type
Public 3.5 6.3 7.1 13.7 6.9 7.0 15.6 17.2 7.4 15.3

Less-than-2-year 4.3 5.4 ‡ # ‡ ‡ 45.7 7.8 ‡ 35.2
2-year 4.1 5.0 3.8 20.4 2.9 4.3 21.1 16.2 6.1 16.1
4-year non-doctorate-granting 3.5 5.6 8.8 7.3 10.1 8.3 10.7 20.2 10.6 15.0
4-year doctorate-granting 2.5 8.9 12.2 5.7 12.3 11.1 8.1 17.8 8.0 13.6

Private nonprofit 3.1 5.0 8.0 4.3 12.1 10.7 9.9 24.4 7.4 15.1
Less-than-4-year 3.7 8.5 3.1 ! ‡ ‡ 10.7 ! 40.3 10.0 ! 2.5 19.0 !
4-year non-doctorate-granting 3.3 2.9 7.6 3.6 11.2 10.4 8.4 26.4 9.3 16.8
4-year doctorate-granting 2.8 7.1 8.7 5.2 13.9 11.1 9.6 23.1 5.6 12.9

For-profit 8.7 3.7 0.6 ‡ 0.6 1.7 33.6 23.7 1.0 26.1
Less-than-2-year 1.7 2.8 ! 0.6 ! ‡ ‡ ‡ 46.9 2.4 0.2 ! 44.8
2 years or more 10.7 3.9 0.6 ‡ 0.7 2.1 29.8 29.9 1.2 20.6

Attended more than one institution 3.4 5.9 8.9 11.2 8.1 7.0 16.7 19.1 7.8 12.0

Attendance intensity
Any full-time3 3.5 6.2 8.0 8.5 8.4 7.9 15.0 19.1 7.2 16.3
Exclusively part-time 5.0 5.1 3.9 15.9 4.3 5.0 20.4 19.0 5.9 15.5

See notes at end of table.

Table 2.2.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates with a declared major, by major field of study and selected institutional and student 
Table 2.2.—characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and 
student characteristics
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care 
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Other 
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Biological and 
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science technology, 
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natural resources

Engineering 
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engineering 
technology

Computer
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sciences
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Sex
Male 7.0 11.5 7.5 11.0 6.2 7.5 6.6 20.9 3.5 18.3
Female 1.7 1.6 6.2 10.7 7.8 6.6 24.2 17.6 9.2 14.4

Race/ethnicity4

White 3.6 6.0 7.0 11.6 7.1 7.7 15.2 18.4 7.5 15.8
Black 4.8 4.3 4.2 9.5 6.5 4.0 22.4 22.0 5.3 16.9
Hispanic 3.8 5.8 5.8 9.7 7.4 6.6 17.5 17.7 7.0 18.7
Asian 4.6 7.9 12.6 8.1 7.7 6.5 15.6 24.4 2.7 9.9
American Indian 6.0 ! 5.9 5.8 18.4 6.3 7.4 19.2 12.9 6.0 12.0
Pacific Islander 6.6 5.3 7.6 12.7 6.8 5.1 22.0 15.4 4.5 ! 14.0
Two or more races 6.0 5.4 6.8 8.8 8.2 9.4 16.9 16.5 5.1 16.9
Other 4.3 ! 4.4 5.4 18.7 7.1 ! 7.9 13.8 17.7 6.2 ! 14.5

Dependency status
Dependent 3.0 6.8 9.1 11.1 9.1 9.1 11.0 17.8 7.1 15.9
Independent 5.1 4.7 4.0 10.5 4.8 4.5 23.3 20.5 6.4 16.3

Unmarried, no dependents 5.5 5.9 5.5 11.4 6.3 6.8 17.6 18.8 5.4 16.7
Married, no dependents 5.3 5.8 4.9 10.3 5.3 4.3 20.2 22.1 6.7 15.1
Unmarried with dependents 4.3 3.5 3.0 10.3 4.0 3.2 28.7 19.8 5.7 17.5
Married with dependents 5.1 4.0 2.7 10.0 3.6 3.1 26.2 22.2 7.9 15.1

See notes at end of table.

Table 2.2.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates with a declared major, by major field of study and selected institutional and student 
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Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 3.4 7.1 10.1 15.5 7.1 7.4 11.8 15.5 7.2 15.0
19–23 years 2.9 6.4 8.4 10.4 9.0 8.8 12.8 18.1 7.1 16.1
24–29 years 5.0 5.5 5.2 10.5 5.6 5.7 21.7 18.9 5.6 16.4
30–39 years 5.7 4.5 2.9 9.5 3.8 3.6 25.2 22.5 6.4 16.0
40 years or older 5.8 4.1 2.4 11.1 4.0 3.8 21.9 23.1 7.5 16.1

Income5

Lowest 25 percent 4.1 5.5 6.7 11.1 7.1 6.8 18.6 17.1 6.1 16.8
Middle 50 percent 3.9 5.6 6.7 11.0 6.9 7.0 17.2 18.4 7.3 16.2
Highest 25 percent 4.0 6.7 6.9 10.3 7.5 7.2 13.6 22.5 6.4 14.9

Parents’ education6

High school diploma or less 4.1 4.9 4.8 11.1 5.6 5.1 20.9 20.1 6.9 16.4
Some postsecondary education 4.2 5.5 6.5 11.5 6.7 6.2 17.2 18.7 6.9 16.5
Bachelor’s degree or higher 3.6 6.9 8.9 10.2 8.8 9.3 12.3 18.4 6.7 14.8

Disability status
No disability reported 3.9 5.9 6.8 10.7 7.1 6.8 16.6 19.2 6.8 16.0
Some type of disability reported 4.3 5.4 6.2 11.7 6.7 8.2 17.2 17.2 6.3 16.8

See notes at end of table.
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Work intensity while enrolled7

Did not work 3.5 7.0 8.4 8.9 8.3 8.3 15.7 17.8 6.3 15.7
Part-time 3.1 5.6 7.9 11.0 8.0 8.0 16.0 16.8 7.5 16.1
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 5.5 5.2 3.7 12.3 4.9 4.5 18.5 23.2 6.1 16.3

# Rounds to zero.
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
‡ Reporting standards not met.

3 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.
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Table 2.2.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates with a declared major, by major field of study and selected institutional and student 
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Health 
care 

fields Business

1 Other includes basic skills, citizenship activities; leisure and recreational activities; personal awareness and self improvement; high school/secondary diplomas and certificate programs; interpersonal 
and social skills.
2 Includes personal and consumer services; manufacturing, construction, repair, and transportation; military technology and protective services (Reserve Officer Training Corps); architecture; 
communications; public administration and human services; design and applied arts; law and legal studies; library sciences; theology and religious vocations.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

7 Excludes work study and assistantships.

4 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and Other includes respondents having origins in a race 
not listed. 

6 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

NOTE: The 14 percent of respondents who were not in a degree program or reported their major field of study as undeclared are excluded. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible 
postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

5 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. 
See glossary for additional information.
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 Total 0.10 0.16 0.13 0.30 0.13 0.15 0.43 0.27 0.22 0.39

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.14 0.18 0.21 0.26 0.23 0.24 0.26 0.35 0.31 0.27

Public 0.16 0.22 0.25 0.29 0.28 0.26 0.23 0.40 0.35 0.35
Private nonprofit 0.25 0.29 0.42 0.39 0.53 0.62 0.57 0.88 0.49 0.82

Institution type
Public 0.11 0.17 0.14 0.38 0.14 0.18 0.39 0.25 0.27 0.31

Less-than-2-year 1.07 1.39 † † † † 4.97 2.25 † 3.74
2-year 0.16 0.26 0.18 0.59 0.16 0.19 0.66 0.33 0.30 0.58
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.21 0.37 0.38 0.39 0.36 0.42 0.46 0.59 0.66 0.51
4-year doctorate-granting 0.21 0.28 0.32 0.37 0.44 0.32 0.26 0.46 0.29 0.39

Private nonprofit 0.25 0.29 0.41 0.37 0.51 0.63 0.53 0.88 0.48 0.82
Less-than-4-year 0.70 1.95 1.00 † † 4.35 7.37 4.10 0.60 6.08
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.45 0.32 0.65 0.60 0.80 0.97 0.75 1.58 0.80 1.45
4-year doctorate-granting 0.25 0.56 0.48 0.56 0.86 0.79 0.73 0.92 0.44 0.85

For-profit 0.63 0.73 0.10 † 0.13 0.43 2.26 1.64 0.27 1.99
Less-than-2-year 0.45 1.09 0.18 † † † 5.81 0.63 0.07 5.48
2 years or more 0.80 0.85 0.13 † 0.16 0.54 2.75 2.10 0.35 2.05

Attended more than one institution 0.29 0.40 0.42 0.49 0.37 0.35 0.53 0.51 0.35 0.41

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.13 0.19 0.15 0.21 0.16 0.20 0.45 0.34 0.21 0.36
Exclusively part-time 0.23 0.27 0.18 0.62 0.20 0.21 0.62 0.45 0.30 0.71

See notes at end of table.

Table S2.2.—Standard errors for table 2.2: Percentage distribution of undergraduates with a declared major, by major field of study and
Table S2.2.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Sex
Male 0.23 0.27 0.20 0.33 0.19 0.21 0.30 0.36 0.15 0.50
Female 0.09 0.08 0.17 0.33 0.16 0.19 0.44 0.33 0.28 0.39

Race/ethnicity
White 0.13 0.19 0.15 0.39 0.17 0.18 0.45 0.32 0.29 0.43
Black 0.30 0.28 0.22 0.46 0.31 0.25 0.99 0.65 0.31 0.74
Hispanic 0.22 0.36 0.35 0.47 0.29 0.34 0.49 0.55 0.41 0.58
Asian 0.49 0.49 0.79 0.71 0.58 0.73 0.83 1.05 0.35 0.69
American Indian 2.05 1.41 1.17 2.53 1.26 1.53 2.11 2.24 0.99 2.58
Pacific Islander 1.37 0.97 1.57 1.84 1.41 1.17 2.55 2.34 1.46 2.32
Two or more races 0.91 0.74 0.73 0.89 0.85 0.93 1.24 1.10 0.63 1.24
Other 1.60 1.13 1.41 3.65 2.21 2.03 3.10 3.23 2.11 4.13

Dependency status
Dependent 0.10 0.18 0.21 0.33 0.19 0.22 0.32 0.27 0.22 0.31
Independent 0.18 0.21 0.13 0.35 0.16 0.16 0.60 0.50 0.28 0.61

Unmarried, no dependents 0.38 0.35 0.24 0.46 0.31 0.32 0.60 0.57 0.35 0.58
Married, no dependents 0.48 0.44 0.41 0.72 0.37 0.36 0.86 1.14 0.51 0.96
Unmarried with dependents 0.34 0.29 0.23 0.48 0.25 0.29 1.03 0.84 0.41 0.93
Married with dependents 0.40 0.28 0.22 0.55 0.26 0.21 0.81 0.82 0.46 0.77

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.27 0.39 0.49 0.64 0.35 0.42 0.53 0.47 0.42 0.61
19–23 years 0.11 0.18 0.20 0.29 0.19 0.21 0.33 0.28 0.24 0.31
24–29 years 0.31 0.27 0.22 0.40 0.27 0.29 0.67 0.62 0.33 0.69
30–39 years 0.37 0.35 0.22 0.52 0.30 0.25 0.94 0.72 0.37 0.80
40 years or older 0.50 0.33 0.26 0.75 0.37 0.28 0.99 1.06 0.56 1.02

See notes at end of table.
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Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.22 0.25 0.19 0.36 0.21 0.26 0.45 0.37 0.24 0.38
Middle 50 percent 0.12 0.20 0.18 0.34 0.17 0.19 0.53 0.34 0.27 0.51
Highest 25 percent 0.23 0.27 0.23 0.46 0.30 0.29 0.46 0.48 0.30 0.55

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.20 0.22 0.16 0.40 0.18 0.18 0.57 0.50 0.27 0.50
Some postsecondary education 0.20 0.32 0.24 0.45 0.22 0.23 0.58 0.37 0.33 0.57
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.15 0.19 0.22 0.33 0.25 0.23 0.32 0.36 0.28 0.33

Disability status
No disability reported 0.11 0.16 0.14 0.32 0.13 0.16 0.44 0.29 0.22 0.39
Some type of disability reported 0.49 0.37 0.34 0.55 0.42 0.39 0.70 0.68 0.40 0.66

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.17 0.25 0.29 0.32 0.24 0.32 0.48 0.38 0.29 0.45
Part-time 0.12 0.22 0.19 0.34 0.21 0.19 0.45 0.29 0.29 0.42
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.23 0.24 0.18 0.44 0.17 0.20 0.54 0.52 0.26 0.54

Institutional and 
student characteristics Humanities

Health 
care 

fields Business Education
Other 

applied

Computer
 and 

information 
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Engineering 
and 

engineering 
technology

Biological and 
physical science, 

science technology, 
mathematics, 

agriculture and 
natural resources

General 
studies 

and other
Social 

sciences

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
† Not applicable.

Table S2.2.—Standard errors for table 2.2: Percentage distribution of undergraduates with a declared major, by major field of study and
Table S2.2.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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 Total 16.8 22.9 25.1 17.1 10.1 8.0

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 13.9 25.6 27.8 18.7 9.2 4.8

Public 12.0 23.3 28.1 20.8 10.4 5.5
Private nonprofit 18.2 30.7 27.2 14.1 6.4 3.4

Institution type
Public 15.3 21.1 25.2 18.5 11.3 8.6

Less-than-2-year 32.7 26.5 25.1 9.6 4.6 1.5
2-year 17.5 19.4 23.1 17.0 12.0 11.0
4-year non-doctorate-granting 11.1 21.7 26.1 22.3 11.4 7.5
4-year doctorate-granting 12.5 24.2 29.1 20.0 9.8 4.4

Private nonprofit 18.3 30.5 27.1 14.2 6.5 3.4
Less-than-4-year 22.5 26.5 25.7 14.5 6.6 4.1 !
4-year non-doctorate-granting 17.5 30.0 26.4 14.6 7.0 4.5
4-year doctorate-granting 18.9 31.4 28.1 13.6 5.9 2.2

For-profit 24.7 26.1 19.7 11.9 7.7 10.0
Less-than-2-year 33.5 25.7 19.8 10.0 6.0 5.1
2 years or more 22.1 26.2 19.6 12.4 8.3 11.4

Attended more than one institution 18.0 22.6 26.8 15.7 9.1 7.9

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 15.0 24.6 26.4 17.4 9.5 7.0
Exclusively part-time 20.0 19.7 22.6 16.6 11.4 9.7

Sex
Male 14.5 20.4 25.3 18.8 11.8 9.2
Female 18.5 24.8 25.0 15.8 8.8 7.1

Race/ethnicity2

White 19.2 25.1 24.7 15.5 8.8 6.6
Black 9.7 17.4 24.7 21.4 14.3 12.6
Hispanic 12.6 19.3 26.9 19.8 11.6 9.8
Asian 19.2 23.6 24.9 16.0 9.7 6.6
American Indian 15.3 15.2 24.1 21.9 11.7 11.8
Pacific Islander 12.6 18.5 27.4 18.0 14.3 9.2
Two or more races 15.1 23.8 25.6 17.8 9.7 7.9
Other 13.7 20.5 27.9 18.6 11.3 8.0

See notes at end of table.
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Table 2.3.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their average grades and selected institutional 
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Dependency status
Dependent 12.2 22.5 26.6 18.5 11.3 9.0
Independent 21.9 23.4 23.4 15.6 8.8 6.9

Unmarried, no dependents 18.4 22.3 24.2 17.8 10.2 7.1
Married, no dependents 28.0 24.4 21.9 14.2 6.7 4.7
Unmarried with dependents 16.5 21.4 23.4 17.6 10.8 10.3
Married with dependents 27.5 25.8 23.4 12.1 6.4 4.8

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 13.2 21.5 23.6 16.7 11.7 13.2
19–23 years 12.1 22.5 26.8 18.7 11.3 8.6
24–29 years 17.6 22.4 24.1 18.6 10.1 7.1
30–39 years 23.1 24.5 23.4 14.7 8.2 6.1
40 years or older 32.9 25.2 22.0 10.4 5.7 3.8

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 12.5 20.5 25.3 18.9 12.2 10.7
Middle 50 percent 16.0 22.7 25.4 17.5 10.3 8.2
Highest 25 percent 22.8 25.9 24.3 14.6 7.6 4.8

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 16.7 21.8 24.6 17.4 10.5 8.9
Some postsecondary education 16.4 22.0 25.5 17.5 10.4 8.3
Bachelor’s degree or higher 17.2 24.8 25.5 16.5 9.3 6.7

Disability status
No disability reported 16.8 23.1 25.2 17.0 10.0 7.8
Some type of disability reported 16.1 21.3 24.2 17.9 10.9 9.6

 
Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 16.8 24.7 24.9 16.3 9.3 8.0
Part-time 14.4 22.7 26.5 17.9 10.4 8.1
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 19.8 21.8 23.4 16.7 10.4 7.9

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Institutional and 
student characteristics Mostly A’s A’s and B’s Mostly B’s B’s and C’s Mostly C’s

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

Table 2.3.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their average grades and selected institutional 
Table 2.3.—and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

C’s and D’s
or lower

NOTE: Average grades are based on students’ cumulative grade point average for the 2007–08 academic year as reported by the National 
Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS) institution (if available) or self-reported by the student in the interview. Estimates include students 
enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals 
because of rounding. 

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

5 Excludes work study and assistantships.
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 Total 0.29 0.24 0.22 0.27 0.20 0.21

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.46 0.35 0.28 0.32 0.33 0.24

Public 0.37 0.48 0.42 0.38 0.38 0.31
Private nonprofit 0.90 0.52 0.61 0.44 0.38 0.26

Institution type
Public 0.31 0.33 0.29 0.32 0.22 0.26

Less-than-2-year 1.83 2.25 1.57 1.02 0.86 0.40
2-year 0.41 0.36 0.35 0.37 0.25 0.33
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.45 0.51 0.49 0.49 0.42 0.44
4-year doctorate-granting 0.45 0.60 0.57 0.51 0.47 0.33

Private nonprofit 0.89 0.51 0.61 0.42 0.38 0.26
Less-than-4-year 2.47 1.55 3.30 2.50 1.45 1.31
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.00 0.69 0.81 0.67 0.55 0.47
4-year doctorate-granting 1.07 0.78 0.75 0.57 0.44 0.22

For-profit 1.35 1.07 0.66 0.78 0.47 1.41
Less-than-2-year 1.02 0.91 0.78 0.38 0.40 0.47
2 years or more 1.71 1.34 0.81 1.00 0.59 1.80

Attended more than one institution 0.57 0.46 0.53 0.42 0.33 0.30

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.32 0.27 0.23 0.29 0.23 0.21
Exclusively part-time 0.47 0.38 0.43 0.34 0.27 0.39

Sex
Male 0.40 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.27 0.25
Female 0.32 0.27 0.29 0.29 0.20 0.23

Race/ethnicity
White 0.44 0.34 0.25 0.40 0.26 0.21
Black 0.37 0.46 0.58 0.50 0.36 0.47
Hispanic 0.40 0.47 0.62 0.51 0.38 0.43
Asian 0.83 0.91 0.93 0.63 0.59 0.64
American Indian 2.08 1.98 2.31 2.26 2.03 1.81
Pacific Islander 2.30 2.08 2.55 1.92 2.14 1.68
Two or more races 1.20 1.34 1.22 1.07 0.86 0.78
Other 2.62 2.84 3.74 3.57 2.63 1.88

See notes at end of table.

Mostly B’s B’s and C’s Mostly C’s
C’s and D’s

or lower

Table S2.3.—Standard errors for table 2.3: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their average
Table S2.3.—grades and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.37 0.30 0.27 0.28 0.29 0.23
Independent 0.36 0.33 0.33 0.35 0.22 0.30

Unmarried, no dependents 0.46 0.65 0.49 0.68 0.36 0.36
Married, no dependents 1.01 0.80 0.94 0.69 0.64 0.49
Unmarried with dependents 0.54 0.63 0.53 0.49 0.43 0.58
Married with dependents 0.60 0.54 0.58 0.40 0.30 0.40

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.68 0.56 0.56 0.47 0.49 0.49
19–23 years 0.35 0.34 0.28 0.28 0.28 0.25
24–29 years 0.41 0.48 0.55 0.49 0.38 0.43
30–39 years 0.65 0.63 0.60 0.56 0.40 0.38
40 years or older 0.78 0.67 0.65 0.52 0.36 0.35

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.34 0.32 0.44 0.42 0.30 0.31
Middle 50 percent 0.32 0.35 0.25 0.26 0.23 0.28
Highest 25 percent 0.61 0.43 0.46 0.51 0.32 0.26

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.34 0.39 0.33 0.34 0.30 0.27
Some postsecondary education 0.46 0.39 0.36 0.36 0.32 0.30
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.44 0.34 0.34 0.38 0.25 0.27

Disability status
No disability reported 0.34 0.23 0.24 0.28 0.22 0.21
Some type of disability reported 0.58 0.62 0.55 0.54 0.46 0.54

 
Work intensity while enrolled

Did not work 0.42 0.38 0.40 0.39 0.36 0.29
Part-time 0.39 0.37 0.30 0.32 0.24 0.23
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.38 0.43 0.41 0.34 0.27 0.31

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S2.3.—Standard errors for table 2.3: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their average
Table S2.3.—grades and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Institutional and student characteristics Male Female

 Total 43.1 56.9

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 45.8 54.2

Public 46.6 53.4
Private nonprofit 44.0 56.0

Institution type
Public 44.9 55.1

Less-than-2-year 37.2 62.8
2-year 43.7 56.3
4-year non-doctorate-granting 45.0 55.0
4-year doctorate-granting 47.5 52.5

Private nonprofit 43.9 56.1
Less-than-4-year 39.4 60.6
4-year non-doctorate-granting 42.5 57.5
4-year doctorate-granting 45.6 54.4

For-profit 30.8 69.2
Less-than-2-year 23.8 76.2
2 years or more 32.9 67.1

Attended more than one institution 39.5 60.5

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 43.4 56.6
Exclusively part-time 42.4 57.6

Race/ethnicity2

White 44.8 55.2
Black 36.9 63.1
Hispanic 40.4 59.6
Asian 46.4 53.6
American Indian 45.1 54.9
Pacific Islander 44.0 56.0
Two or more races 40.4 59.6
Other 52.5 47.5

Dependency status
Dependent 47.2 52.8
Independent 38.4 61.6

Unmarried, no dependents 49.8 50.2
Married, no dependents 40.1 59.9
Unmarried with dependents 27.1 72.9
Married with dependents 34.7 65.3

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.1.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by sex and selected institutional and student 
Table 3.1.—characteristics: 2007–08
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Institutional and student characteristics Male Female

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 43.6 56.4
19–23 years 45.8 54.2
24–29 years 44.6 55.4
30–39 years 37.5 62.5
40 years or older 33.8 66.2

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 41.2 58.8
Middle 50 percent 42.6 57.4
Highest 25 percent 45.9 54.1

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 38.7 61.3
Some postsecondary education 41.3 58.7
Bachelor’s degree or higher 48.2 51.8

Disability status
No disability reported 43.1 56.9
Some type of disability reported 42.7 57.3

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 44.3 55.7
Part-time 42.4 57.6
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 43.0 57.0

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table 3.1.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by sex and selected institutional and student 
Table 3.1.—characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.
3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.
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Institutional and student characteristics Male Female

 Total 0.60 0.60

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.53 0.53

Public 0.44 0.44
Private nonprofit 1.01 1.01

Institution type
Public 0.49 0.49

Less-than-2-year 3.90 3.90
2-year 0.65 0.65
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.76 0.76
4-year doctorate-granting 0.47 0.47

Private nonprofit 0.99 0.99
Less-than-4-year 6.05 6.05
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.48 1.48
4-year doctorate-granting 1.05 1.05

For-profit 1.84 1.84
Less-than-2-year 2.82 2.82
2 years or more 2.26 2.26

Attended more than one institution 0.61 0.61

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.64 0.64
Exclusively part-time 0.70 0.70

Race/ethnicity
White 0.62 0.62
Black 0.98 0.98
Hispanic 0.71 0.71
Asian 0.99 0.99
American Indian 3.02 3.02
Pacific Islander 2.99 2.99
Two or more races 1.34 1.34
Other 3.90 3.90

Dependency status
Dependent 0.62 0.62
Independent 0.65 0.65

Unmarried, no dependents 0.71 0.71
Married, no dependents 1.06 1.06
Unmarried with dependents 1.37 1.37
Married with dependents 0.65 0.65

See notes at end of table.

Table S3.1.—Standard errors for table 3.1: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by sex and
Table S3.1.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Institutional and student characteristics Male Female

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.77 0.77
19–23 years 0.63 0.63
24–29 years 0.98 0.98
30–39 years 0.92 0.92
40 years or older 0.76 0.76

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.46 0.46
Middle 50 percent 0.82 0.82
Highest 25 percent 0.67 0.67

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.70 0.70
Some postsecondary education 0.75 0.75
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.61 0.61

Disability status
No disability reported 0.62 0.62
Some type of disability reported 0.84 0.84

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.62 0.62
Part-time 0.79 0.79
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.58 0.58

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S3.1.—Standard errors for table 3.1: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by sex and
Table S3.1.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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 Total 61.8 14.0 14.1 5.9 0.8 0.7 2.4 0.3

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 66.9 11.6 11.8 6.0 0.7 0.5 2.3 0.3

Public 66.5 11.5 11.9 6.2 0.8 0.5 2.3 0.3
Private nonprofit 67.7 11.7 11.6 5.5 0.3 0.6 2.2 0.3

Institution type
Public 62.8 13.2 13.6 6.1 0.9 0.7 2.3 0.3

Less-than-2-year 56.1 14.2 19.9 4.4 1.6 ! 1.8 ! 1.8 ‡
2-year 60.2 14.4 14.8 6.1 1.0 0.9 2.3 0.3
4-year non-doctorate-granting 61.9 13.1 16.1 4.8 1.2 0.4 2.0 0.3
4-year doctorate-granting 69.0 10.6 9.6 6.9 0.6 0.5 2.5 0.2

Private nonprofit 66.6 11.8 12.3 5.6 0.5 0.7 ! 2.2 0.3
Less-than-4-year 29.8 ! 12.5 ! 33.5 8.7 ! 8.6 ! ‡ ‡ ‡
4-year non-doctorate-granting 67.7 13.1 12.1 3.7 0.4 0.7 ! 2.1 0.3
4-year doctorate-granting 67.8 10.2 11.0 7.5 0.2 0.5 ! 2.4 0.3

For-profit 46.6 24.8 20.8 3.2 1.0 ! 0.7 2.5 0.3 !
Less-than-2-year 38.8 20.3 35.1 2.5 0.7 0.5 1.9 0.2 !
2 years or more 48.9 26.1 16.6 3.4 1.1 ! 0.7 ! 2.7 0.4 !

Attended more than one institution 61.2 12.2 14.4 7.7 0.7 0.8 2.8 0.2

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 62.6 13.3 13.7 6.1 0.8 0.7 2.5 0.3
Exclusively part-time 60.1 15.2 15.0 5.6 0.9 0.8 2.1 0.3

Sex
Male 64.2 12.0 13.3 6.4 0.9 0.7 2.2 0.4
Female 59.9 15.5 14.8 5.6 0.8 0.7 2.5 0.2

Dependency status
Dependent 65.8 10.3 13.5 6.3 0.6 0.8 2.4 0.3
Independent 57.2 18.1 14.9 5.4 1.1 0.7 2.3 0.3

Unmarried, no dependents 59.4 15.0 14.4 6.7 1.0 0.8 2.5 0.3
Married, no dependents 66.5 10.7 12.8 6.1 0.7 0.5 2.4 0.3
Unmarried with dependents 44.4 29.5 17.3 4.0 1.3 0.8 2.4 0.3
Married with dependents 61.5 15.2 14.3 4.9 1.2 0.6 2.1 0.3

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.2.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by race/ethnicity and selected institutional and 
Table 3.2.—student characteristics: 2007–08
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Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 61.0 11.7 16.3 6.3 0.7 0.6 3.0 0.3
19–23 years 65.5 10.9 13.6 6.0 0.7 0.8 2.3 0.2
24–29 years 56.3 15.6 16.9 6.8 1.0 0.8 2.4 0.3
30–39 years 54.2 21.9 14.5 5.1 1.1 0.6 2.2 0.4
40 years or older 63.0 18.7 9.5 4.4 1.3 0.6 2.2 0.3

Income2

Lowest 25 percent 46.1 20.8 20.1 7.7 1.2 0.8 3.0 0.4
Middle 50 percent 63.2 13.6 13.8 5.3 0.8 0.8 2.3 0.3
Highest 25 percent 75.1 7.8 8.6 5.2 0.7 0.5 2.0 0.3

Parents’ education3

High school diploma or less 53.1 18.1 19.6 5.5 0.9 0.7 1.9 0.3
Some postsecondary education 63.4 15.0 13.0 3.9 1.1 0.7 2.6 0.3
Bachelor’s degree or higher 71.2 8.6 8.8 7.1 0.6 0.7 2.6 0.3

Disability status
No disability reported 61.2 14.1 14.4 6.1 0.9 0.7 2.3 0.3
Some type of disability reported 66.3 12.7 12.3 4.3 0.8 0.5 2.9 0.3

Work intensity while enrolled4

Did not work 59.1 14.1 13.9 8.4 0.9 0.8 2.5 0.2
Part-time 64.6 11.6 14.2 5.6 0.8 0.7 2.3 0.3
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 60.1 17.0 14.3 4.4 0.9 0.7 2.3 0.3

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

3 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

4 Excludes work study and assistantships.

AsianWhite Black Hispanic
Institutional and 
student characteristics

NOTE: Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native 
Hawaiian, and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary 
institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.

2 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.
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 Total 0.52 0.28 0.44 0.18 0.09 0.06 0.12 0.02

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.51 0.28 0.50 0.25 0.06 0.07 0.10 0.03

Public 0.63 0.33 0.59 0.26 0.08 0.06 0.10 0.03
Private nonprofit 0.82 0.62 0.73 0.40 0.06 0.16 0.24 0.05

Institution type
Public 0.59 0.35 0.59 0.24 0.11 0.06 0.11 0.03

Less-than-2-year 5.66 4.19 3.71 1.07 0.71 0.58 0.45 †
2-year 0.86 0.53 0.78 0.32 0.19 0.09 0.19 0.05
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.14 0.85 1.25 0.34 0.23 0.07 0.18 0.05
4-year doctorate-granting 0.77 0.33 0.56 0.35 0.06 0.08 0.13 0.04

Private nonprofit 0.83 0.61 0.77 0.39 0.10 0.24 0.24 0.05
Less-than-4-year 9.54 4.29 8.94 3.60 2.64 † † †
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.40 0.99 1.07 0.42 0.10 0.26 0.34 0.07
4-year doctorate-granting 1.35 0.75 1.35 0.60 0.05 0.16 0.26 0.07

For-profit 1.55 1.78 1.09 0.47 0.34 0.19 0.29 0.13
Less-than-2-year 2.88 2.20 2.27 0.38 0.16 0.11 0.27 0.08
2 years or more 1.84 2.02 1.35 0.64 0.43 0.23 0.38 0.15

Attended more than one institution 1.07 0.45 0.67 0.56 0.11 0.15 0.26 0.05

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.45 0.31 0.34 0.18 0.09 0.06 0.10 0.03
Exclusively part-time 0.91 0.44 0.78 0.27 0.14 0.08 0.21 0.05

Sex
Male 0.54 0.30 0.50 0.22 0.08 0.08 0.16 0.04
Female 0.56 0.35 0.45 0.19 0.12 0.06 0.13 0.03

Dependency status
Dependent 0.45 0.25 0.46 0.23 0.07 0.07 0.12 0.03
Independent 0.71 0.46 0.49 0.19 0.13 0.07 0.17 0.04

Unmarried, no dependents 0.89 0.59 0.53 0.25 0.15 0.13 0.26 0.06
Married, no dependents 0.94 0.75 0.62 0.49 0.16 0.12 0.32 0.09
Unmarried with dependents 1.62 1.21 0.89 0.35 0.26 0.18 0.29 0.08
Married with dependents 0.75 0.72 0.64 0.30 0.15 0.08 0.16 0.06

See notes at end of table.

Two or 
more 
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Table S3.2.—Standard errors for table 3.2: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by race/ethnicity
Table S3.2.—and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.78 0.46 0.72 0.45 0.14 0.10 0.25 0.08
19–23 years 0.54 0.25 0.45 0.20 0.08 0.07 0.13 0.04
24–29 years 0.76 0.51 0.61 0.28 0.17 0.11 0.20 0.05
30–39 years 0.97 0.77 0.63 0.40 0.15 0.09 0.27 0.09
40 years or older 0.98 0.82 0.57 0.34 0.23 0.12 0.23 0.06

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.83 0.50 0.68 0.26 0.20 0.09 0.17 0.05
Middle 50 percent 0.52 0.35 0.41 0.25 0.07 0.08 0.15 0.03
Highest 25 percent 0.47 0.31 0.43 0.23 0.10 0.07 0.16 0.04

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.79 0.44 0.65 0.22 0.13 0.08 0.15 0.04
Some postsecondary education 0.61 0.40 0.48 0.24 0.14 0.09 0.19 0.04
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.45 0.25 0.32 0.26 0.07 0.07 0.15 0.04

Disability status
No disability reported 0.53 0.29 0.46 0.18 0.09 0.06 0.13 0.02
Some type of disability reported 0.80 0.51 0.61 0.36 0.12 0.10 0.24 0.08

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.68 0.46 0.42 0.31 0.13 0.08 0.14 0.03
Part-time 0.55 0.31 0.47 0.18 0.08 0.07 0.15 0.04
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.62 0.44 0.60 0.24 0.11 0.07 0.19 0.05

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S3.2.—Standard errors for table 3.2: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by race/ethnicity
Table S3.2.—and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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 Total 10.0 49.7 17.3 12.6 10.5 26 22

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 11.9 60.8 13.6 7.9 5.9 24 21

Public 11.3 62.6 14.5 6.8 4.8 23 21
Private nonprofit 13.4 56.6 11.7 10.1 8.2 24 20

Institution type
Public 10.1 50.0 17.0 12.0 10.9 26 21

Less-than-2-year 4.6 33.1 20.2 20.3 21.7 30 26
2-year 9.4 40.9 18.7 15.7 15.3 28 23
4-year non-doctorate-granting 11.1 55.2 17.0 9.8 6.9 24 21
4-year doctorate-granting 11.3 66.7 13.0 5.3 3.7 23 20

Private nonprofit 13.2 55.8 12.2 10.4 8.4 24 21
Less-than-4-year 4.8 ! 32.7 27.8 19.9 14.8 29 26
4-year non-doctorate-granting 11.8 51.8 13.8 13.0 9.6 25 21
4-year doctorate-granting 15.2 61.8 9.3 7.0 6.7 23 20

For-profit 5.2 32.1 28.2 22.1 12.3 28 25
Less-than-2-year 8.9 41.1 24.5 16.1 9.4 26 23
2 years or more 4.1 29.5 29.3 23.9 13.2 29 26

Attended more than one institution 8.5 56.7 16.7 10.3 7.8 25 21

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 13.3 60.1 13.9 7.9 4.8 23 20
Exclusively part-time 4.0 30.7 23.5 21.0 20.8 31 26

Sex
Male 10.1 52.8 17.9 10.9 8.2 25 21
Female 9.9 47.3 16.8 13.8 12.2 26 22

Race/ethnicity2

White 9.8 52.7 15.8 11.0 10.7 26 21
Black 8.4 38.7 19.3 19.7 14.0 28 24
Hispanic 11.5 47.9 20.7 12.8 7.1 25 22
Asian 10.6 50.9 19.9 10.8 7.9 25 21
American Indian 8.8 38.9 19.7 16.7 15.9 28 24
Pacific Islander 8.8 53.0 20.1 10.1 8.1 25 21
Two or more races 12.7 48.6 17.3 11.7 9.7 25 21
Other 11.9 42.6 16.9 18.4 10.3 26 22

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.3.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ age group and average and median age (as of 
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Dependency status
Dependent 18.1 81.9 † † † 20 19
Independent 0.8 13.5 36.8 26.7 22.2 32 29

Unmarried, no dependents 0.8 7.8 58.4 17.9 15.1 30 26
Married, no dependents 0.7 22.0 29.8 21.5 25.9 33 28
Unmarried with dependents 1.6 23.4 28.9 28.0 18.1 31 28
Married with dependents 0.2 7.1 22.6 37.8 32.2 36 34

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 11.1 54.8 20.4 8.2 5.6 24 21
Middle 50 percent 9.8 49.2 19.8 12.3 8.9 25 22
Highest 25 percent 9.2 45.4 9.1 17.6 18.7 28 22

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 7.9 39.9 18.9 16.6 16.7 28 24
Some postsecondary education 10.4 49.3 18.5 13.0 8.9 25 21
Bachelor’s degree or higher 11.7 59.6 14.5 8.4 5.9 24 21

Disability status
No disability reported 10.1 50.3 17.0 12.5 10.2 26 21
Some type of disability reported 9.0 44.9 20.1 12.9 13.0 27 22

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 15.8 53.1 12.4 9.5 9.3 25 20
Part-time 11.5 62.9 14.0 6.9 4.8 23 20
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 3.4 29.7 25.6 22.4 18.9 30 26

† Not applicable. 
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

19–23 
years

24–29 
years

30–39 
years
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or older

5 Excludes work study and assistantships.
NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

Table 3.3.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ age group and average and median age (as of 
Table 3.3.—12/31/07), and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.
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 Total 0.19 0.25 0.18 0.16 0.17 0.1 0.3

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.38 0.44 0.30 0.25 0.21 0.1 #

Public 0.41 0.50 0.38 0.27 0.21 0.1 #
Private nonprofit 0.52 0.85 0.43 0.46 0.51 0.2 0.7

Institution type
Public 0.18 0.30 0.22 0.19 0.21 0.1 0.9

Less-than-2-year 1.10 4.88 1.67 2.93 2.92 1.2 1.3
2-year 0.31 0.42 0.26 0.29 0.33 0.1 #
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.51 0.57 0.48 0.31 0.33 0.1 #
4-year doctorate-granting 0.44 0.69 0.47 0.36 0.28 0.1 1.0

Private nonprofit 0.51 0.82 0.42 0.45 0.50 0.2 0.4
Less-than-4-year 1.48 3.09 2.89 2.76 1.89 0.6 1.0
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.64 1.53 0.73 0.79 0.98 0.3 #
4-year doctorate-granting 0.74 0.84 0.49 0.43 0.64 0.2 #

For-profit 0.37 1.09 0.85 0.93 0.86 0.3 0.8
Less-than-2-year 0.51 1.16 0.82 0.67 0.91 0.3 0.2
2 years or more 0.45 1.38 1.08 1.22 1.07 0.3 0.5

Attended more than one institution 0.33 0.70 0.43 0.37 0.49 0.2 #

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.31 0.34 0.23 0.20 0.18 0.1 #
Exclusively part-time 0.20 0.42 0.33 0.37 0.36 0.1 0.3

Sex
Male 0.22 0.38 0.27 0.25 0.24 0.1 #
Female 0.22 0.32 0.25 0.20 0.25 0.1 #

Race/ethnicity
White 0.21 0.32 0.25 0.22 0.24 0.1 #
Black 0.31 0.72 0.49 0.58 0.52 0.2 0.3
Hispanic 0.38 0.56 0.48 0.39 0.32 0.1 0.6
Asian 0.70 1.18 0.67 0.71 0.56 0.2 0.7
American Indian 1.69 2.28 2.09 1.98 2.10 0.5 0.9
Pacific Islander 1.25 2.78 2.30 1.40 1.58 0.5 0.6
Two or more races 0.93 1.49 1.09 1.00 0.87 0.3 0.2
Other 2.83 4.79 2.73 3.42 1.95 0.7 0.6

See notes at end of table.
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.32 0.32 † † † 0.0 #
Independent 0.06 0.25 0.34 0.31 0.29 0.1 0.1

Unmarried, no dependents 0.11 0.30 0.62 0.48 0.43 0.1 #
Married, no dependents 0.13 0.77 0.77 0.89 0.80 0.2 0.3
Unmarried with dependents 0.16 0.72 0.70 0.65 0.62 0.2 0.1
Married with dependents 0.05 0.34 0.49 0.69 0.58 0.1 #

Income
Income 0.29 0.47 0.35 0.25 0.24 0.1 #

Middle 50 percent 0.21 0.32 0.26 0.23 0.22 0.1 #
Highest 25 percent 0.35 0.53 0.28 0.35 0.46 0.1 #

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.19 0.38 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.1 0.7
Some postsecondary education 0.29 0.47 0.35 0.31 0.34 0.1 0.8
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.31 0.39 0.29 0.22 0.20 0.1 #

Disability status
No disability reported 0.20 0.27 0.19 0.18 0.18 0.1 0.4
Some type of disability reported 0.41 0.75 0.65 0.51 0.48 0.1 0.1

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.34 0.45 0.31 0.27 0.27 0.1 0.1
Part-time 0.29 0.30 0.24 0.21 0.23 0.1 0.4
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.13 0.49 0.36 0.39 0.37 0.1 0.4

† Not applicable. 
# Rounds to zero.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S3.3.—Standard errors for table 3.3: Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ age group and 
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 Total 53.0 47.0 32.4 13.6 25.3 28.7

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 68.3 31.7 39.6 15.0 19.4 26.0

Public 69.1 30.9 43.2 14.9 18.7 23.2
Private nonprofit 66.4 33.6 32.1 15.1 21.0 31.8

Institution type
Public 53.7 46.3 33.7 14.1 23.6 28.6

Less-than-2-year 29.3 70.7 25.3 13.2 29.5 32.0
2-year 42.8 57.2 30.1 13.7 25.5 30.7
4-year non-doctorate-granting 60.7 39.3 37.2 14.6 21.8 26.4
4-year doctorate-granting 73.7 26.3 48.1 15.2 16.1 20.7

Private nonprofit 65.3 34.7 32.2 14.7 21.6 31.5
Less-than-4-year 31.5 68.5 33.1 8.7 30.9 27.3
4-year non-doctorate-granting 59.6 40.4 30.4 14.7 20.9 33.9
4-year doctorate-granting 73.9 26.1 35.0 15.7 21.1 28.2

For-profit 23.8 76.2 24.9 10.2 36.5 28.4
Less-than-2-year 33.0 67.0 24.2 8.5 42.1 25.2
2 years or more 21.1 78.9 25.0 10.7 35.1 29.2

Attended more than one institution 58.2 41.8 35.6 14.6 23.1 26.8

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 66.6 33.4 34.1 12.4 28.5 25.0
Exclusively part-time 27.9 72.1 31.0 14.6 22.5 31.9

Sex
Male 58.0 42.0 42.0 14.2 17.8 26.0
Female 49.1 50.9 26.4 13.2 29.9 30.4

Race/ethnicity2

White 56.4 43.6 33.7 15.8 19.6 30.9
Black 39.0 61.0 26.8 8.0 41.1 24.1
Hispanic 50.5 49.5 31.4 11.7 29.3 27.7
Asian 56.9 43.1 40.0 15.3 18.8 25.9
American Indian 39.5 60.5 29.0 9.0 31.5 30.6
Pacific Islander 55.9 44.1 38.0 9.6 28.8 23.6
Two or more races 53.9 46.1 34.4 14.0 25.9 25.8
Other 48.5 51.5 33.4 14.1 25.8 26.8

See notes at end of table.

Married, no 
dependents

Unmarried, 
no 

dependents
Married with 
dependents

Among independents

Table 3.4.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by dependency, marital status and responsibility
Table 3.4.—for dependents, and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and
student characteristics

Inde-
pendentDependent

Unmarried 
with 

dependents
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Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 96.2 3.8 30.2 12.3 50.4 7.2
19–23 years 87.2 12.8 18.8 22.2 43.8 15.2
24–29 years † 100.0 51.5 11.0 19.9 17.7
30–39 years † 100.0 21.8 11.0 26.5 40.7
40 years or older † 100.0 22.0 15.8 20.5 41.6

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 52.9 47.1 49.5 6.3 35.6 8.6
Middle 50 percent 53.0 47.0 35.4 11.8 28.1 24.7
Highest 25 percent 52.9 47.1 8.6 24.9 8.7 57.8

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 39.9 60.1 27.6 13.1 27.5 31.9
Some postsecondary education 52.5 47.5 31.9 13.1 26.7 28.3
Bachelor’s degree or higher 66.4 33.6 40.2 15.3 19.1 25.4

Disability status
No disability reported 53.7 46.3 31.8 13.7 25.5 29.0
Some type of disability reported 46.8 53.2 36.7 13.0 23.4 26.9

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 62.7 37.3 33.2 12.6 25.3 28.9
Part-time 67.9 32.1 37.1 12.7 26.9 23.3
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 25.5 74.5 29.4 14.5 24.3 31.8

† Not applicable. 
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table 3.4.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by dependency, marital status and responsibility
Table 3.4.—for dependents, and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Among independents

Unmarried, 
no 

dependents
Married, no 
dependents

Unmarried 
with 

dependents
Married with 
dependents

Institutional and
student characteristics Dependent

Inde-
pendent

5 Excludes work study and assistantships.
NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.
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 Total 0.31 0.31 0.42 0.25 0.38 0.41

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.59 0.59 0.71 0.38 0.46 0.74

Public 0.70 0.70 0.79 0.45 0.49 0.85
Private nonprofit 0.94 0.94 1.34 0.67 1.00 1.15

Institution type
Public 0.38 0.38 0.46 0.30 0.48 0.61

Less-than-2-year 5.33 5.33 2.91 1.32 3.04 2.68
2-year 0.49 0.49 0.57 0.38 0.57 0.74
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.85 0.85 1.29 0.63 0.79 1.40
4-year doctorate-granting 0.84 0.84 1.13 0.60 0.62 1.16

Private nonprofit 0.91 0.91 1.28 0.63 0.95 1.08
Less-than-4-year 3.26 3.26 3.64 0.85 2.93 2.39
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.74 1.74 1.81 0.90 1.68 1.45
4-year doctorate-granting 0.89 0.89 1.77 1.14 1.23 2.42

For-profit 1.25 1.25 1.52 0.86 1.42 1.26
Less-than-2-year 1.27 1.27 1.17 0.67 1.98 1.42
2 years or more 1.53 1.53 1.82 1.07 1.58 1.46

Attended more than one institution 0.70 0.70 1.08 0.78 1.08 0.88

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.49 0.49 0.57 0.35 0.52 0.39
Exclusively part-time 0.48 0.48 0.57 0.38 0.56 0.68

Sex
Male 0.38 0.38 0.70 0.40 0.80 0.61
Female 0.38 0.38 0.48 0.30 0.45 0.42

Race/ethnicity
White 0.35 0.35 0.51 0.35 0.66 0.70
Black 0.90 0.90 0.90 0.57 1.14 0.99
Hispanic 0.64 0.64 0.96 0.51 0.93 0.90
Asian 0.94 0.94 1.40 1.15 1.42 1.30
American Indian 2.40 2.40 2.46 1.90 3.44 3.24
Pacific Islander 3.07 3.07 4.95 2.39 5.82 3.01
Two or more races 1.54 1.54 2.46 1.44 2.15 1.68
Other 3.81 3.81 5.20 3.33 5.24 5.00

See notes at end of table.

Institutional and
student characteristics Dependent

Inde-
pendent

Among independents

Unmarried, 
no 

dependents
Married, no 
dependents

Unmarried 
with 

dependents
Married with 
dependents

Table S3.4.—Standard errors for table 3.4: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by dependency,
Table S3.4.—marital status and responsibility for dependents, and selected institutional and student
Table S3.4.—characteristics: 2007–08
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Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.32 0.32 3.12 2.06 3.28 1.76
19–23 years 0.24 0.24 0.71 0.76 0.97 0.66
24–29 years † † 0.57 0.32 0.52 0.43
30–39 years † † 0.65 0.46 0.67 0.87
40 years or older † † 0.71 0.57 0.76 0.89

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.46 0.46 0.74 0.37 0.68 0.35
Middle 50 percent 0.39 0.39 0.56 0.33 0.51 0.47
Highest 25 percent 0.64 0.64 0.46 0.61 0.50 0.87

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.40 0.40 0.56 0.37 0.53 0.55
Some postsecondary education 0.48 0.48 0.79 0.48 0.64 0.74
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.43 0.43 0.78 0.45 0.66 0.63

Disability status
No disability reported 0.34 0.34 0.41 0.28 0.43 0.43
Some type of disability reported 0.71 0.71 1.08 0.71 0.96 1.00

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.50 0.50 0.71 0.51 0.67 0.59
Part-time 0.38 0.38 0.67 0.54 0.67 0.51
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.41 0.41 0.55 0.35 0.52 0.67

† Not applicable. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Among independents

Unmarried, 
no 

dependents
Married, no 
dependents

Unmarried 
with 

dependents
Married with 
dependents

Institutional and
student characteristics Dependent

Inde-
pendent

Table S3.4.—Standard errors for table 3.4: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by dependency,
Table S3.4.—marital status and responsibility for dependents, and selected institutional and student
Table S3.4.—characteristics: 2007–08—Continued



National Center for Education Statistics

 

 Total 6.0 8.9 8.8 7.9 6.7 14.7 10.8 8.2 7.2 9.6 11.3

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 6.0 9.3 9.8 9.9 9.6 23.7 8.1 5.6 4.6 5.9 7.6

Public 6.4 9.9 10.2 10.4 9.7 22.6 8.6 6.0 4.5 5.5 6.4
Private nonprofit 5.2 8.1 8.9 8.6 9.4 26.1 7.2 4.7 4.7 6.8 10.2

Institution type
Public 6.2 9.2 9.4 8.3 6.9 13.8 10.1 7.9 7.0 9.5 11.9

Less-than-2-year 4.8 9.4 4.6 5.4 3.1 1.8 ! 18.2 13.0 12.8 15.4 11.4
2-year 6.1 8.7 8.9 6.7 4.8 7.4 11.1 9.2 8.8 12.4 15.9
4-year non-doctorate-granting 7.2 9.9 10.2 10.4 7.8 15.2 9.8 7.4 6.3 7.3 8.5
4-year doctorate-granting 5.9 9.9 10.2 10.5 10.6 26.6 7.9 5.2 3.5 4.4 5.3

Private nonprofit 5.3 8.1 8.8 8.5 9.2 25.5 7.6 4.9 4.9 7.0 10.2
Less-than-4-year 8.6 6.0 4.8 4.7 2.6 4.9 ! 21.3 11.4 10.1 14.2 11.5
4-year non-doctorate-granting 5.6 8.2 8.9 8.0 8.1 20.8 8.0 5.9 6.0 8.4 11.9
4-year doctorate-granting 4.8 8.0 8.9 9.3 10.8 32.0 6.2 3.3 3.3 5.0 8.2

For-profit 5.8 7.0 4.1 2.8 1.6 2.5 22.5 16.2 12.9 15.0 9.6
Less-than-2-year 9.8 8.7 5.2 3.3 1.9 4.1 27.5 15.5 10.2 8.6 5.2
2 years or more 4.6 6.5 3.8 2.7 1.5 2.0 21.0 16.4 13.7 16.8 10.9

Attended more than one institution 6.0 9.1 9.3 8.9 6.7 18.3 10.0 7.6 6.0 8.3 9.9

Attendance intensity
Any full-time2 7.3 10.5 10.6 9.7 8.6 19.9 11.0 7.0 5.3 5.7 4.5
Exclusively part-time 3.7 5.8 5.7 4.5 3.1 5.1 10.6 10.4 10.6 16.6 23.7

Sex
Male 5.9 9.1 9.4 8.9 7.5 17.2 9.9 7.2 5.8 8.5 10.7
Female 6.1 8.7 8.4 7.1 6.1 12.8 11.6 9.0 8.2 10.4 11.8

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.5-A.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by dependency status and income level in 2006, and selected institutional and 
Table 3.5-A.—student characteristics: 2007–08
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Race/ethnicity3

White 3.8 6.9 8.9 9.2 8.3 19.3 8.6 7.2 6.2 9.0 12.5
Black 9.4 11.5 7.2 3.9 2.7 4.2 16.8 11.5 10.4 12.7 9.7
Hispanic 10.4 13.4 9.6 6.0 4.1 7.0 12.9 9.5 8.7 9.8 8.6
Asian 9.8 11.5 10.1 7.5 6.0 12.0 12.6 6.9 5.6 7.7 10.2
American Indian 6.1 8.2 7.8 5.2 4.9 7.4 20.9 6.6 8.6 12.0 12.4
Pacific Islander 9.7 9.6 9.1 9.4 7.7 10.3 10.7 11.1 6.8 8.5 7.1
Two or more races 7.5 10.7 9.1 7.5 6.0 13.2 13.6 8.0 7.5 8.1 8.9
Other 6.3 12.4 10.5 7.5 2.9 ! 8.9 12.8 11.9 8.2 6.6 12.0

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 11.1 16.6 16.3 14.2 12.0 25.9 2.9 0.5 0.2 0.3 #
19–23 years 9.9 14.5 14.5 13.0 11.0 24.3 5.6 2.9 1.9 1.7 0.8
24–29 years † † † † † † 26.9 22.8 18.3 19.4 12.5
30–39 years † † † † † † 14.8 13.3 14.6 23.8 33.5
40 years or older † † † † † † 12.1 10.2 11.9 22.5 43.3

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 8.3 10.5 8.3 5.5 3.3 3.9 13.0 10.0 9.6 12.7 14.9
Some postsecondary education 6.3 10.3 10.5 9.2 7.0 9.3 10.6 8.3 7.1 9.9 11.6
Bachelor’s degree or higher 3.6 6.4 8.6 9.4 9.8 28.6 7.9 6.1 4.8 6.4 8.4

Disability status
No disability reported 6.2 9.0 9.0 8.0 6.8 14.8 10.3 7.9 7.2 9.6 11.4
Some type of disability reported 4.5 7.4 8.0 7.0 5.9 14.0 15.2 10.6 7.3 9.6 10.4

See notes at end of table.

Dependent income1 Independent income1
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Table 3.5-A.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by dependency status and income level in 2006, and selected institutional and 
Table 3.5-A.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Institutional and 
student characteristics

1Dependent income 1Independent income

Less 
than 

$20,000
$20,000–

39,999
$40,000– $60,000–

59,999 79,999
$80,000–

99,999
$100,000
or more

Less 
than 

$10,000
$10,000– $20,000– $30,000–

19,999 29,999 49,999
$50,000
or more

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work
Part-time
Full-time (35 or more hours/week)

6.9
7.5
3.5

10.0
11.1
5.0

9.2
11.5
5.1

8.2
10.5
4.1

7.7
8.9
2.9

20.8
18.4
4.9

15.5
10.8
7.2

5.7
7.4

11.2

3.8
4.4

13.4

5.4
5.0

18.9

6.9
4.5

23.8

† Not applicable. 
# Rounds to zero.
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
1 Dependent income includes parents’ income for dependent students and does not include student income or earnings. Independent income includes students’ income and spouses’ income for married 
students.
2 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.
3 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and Other includes respondents having origins in a race 
not listed.
4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.
NOTE: Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary 
institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
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 Total 0.11 0.11 0.12 0.14 0.11 0.20 0.15 0.14 0.13 0.16 0.19

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.14 0.16 0.20 0.23 0.21 0.43 0.15 0.20 0.13 0.18 0.32

Public 0.14 0.22 0.22 0.28 0.21 0.47 0.19 0.23 0.17 0.20 0.38
Private nonprofit 0.27 0.30 0.38 0.38 0.48 0.67 0.31 0.30 0.21 0.37 0.57

Institution type
Public 0.15 0.19 0.16 0.21 0.14 0.29 0.20 0.18 0.15 0.17 0.25

Less-than-2-year 1.32 2.62 0.88 0.71 0.91 0.63 1.86 1.25 1.53 1.96 1.83
2-year 0.24 0.25 0.23 0.25 0.18 0.26 0.30 0.23 0.22 0.29 0.35
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.32 0.37 0.38 0.41 0.33 0.66 0.29 0.35 0.40 0.32 0.44
4-year doctorate-granting 0.21 0.28 0.27 0.32 0.28 0.52 0.23 0.24 0.15 0.26 0.52

Private nonprofit 0.26 0.29 0.37 0.37 0.46 0.65 0.29 0.29 0.20 0.36 0.55
Less-than-4-year 1.31 0.93 1.35 0.67 0.31 1.59 1.96 0.89 0.90 2.34 2.20
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.53 0.43 0.62 0.54 0.63 1.02 0.53 0.48 0.35 0.69 0.95
4-year doctorate-granting 0.36 0.43 0.53 0.54 0.64 1.10 0.52 0.32 0.27 0.30 0.74

For-profit 0.36 0.50 0.35 0.40 0.24 0.22 0.95 0.62 0.77 0.72 0.56
Less-than-2-year 0.54 0.58 0.41 0.41 0.33 0.58 1.16 0.69 0.65 0.52 0.48
2 years or more 0.44 0.60 0.44 0.48 0.30 0.22 1.16 0.77 0.99 0.92 0.72

Attended more than one institution 0.34 0.43 0.33 0.36 0.30 0.48 0.41 0.34 0.28 0.37 0.59

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.12 0.16 0.17 0.16 0.17 0.32 0.17 0.16 0.15 0.15 0.18
Exclusively part-time 0.19 0.25 0.23 0.23 0.15 0.19 0.27 0.27 0.27 0.31 0.45

Sex
Male 0.19 0.19 0.22 0.24 0.17 0.28 0.25 0.16 0.16 0.25 0.29
Female 0.12 0.15 0.16 0.14 0.14 0.22 0.19 0.18 0.18 0.22 0.22

See notes at end of table.
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Table S3.5-A.—Standard errors for table 3.5-A: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by dependency status and income level in 2006, and
Table S3.5-A.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Dependent income Independent income



National Center for Education Statistics

 

Race/ethnicity
White 0.10 0.13 0.15 0.17 0.15 0.26 0.16 0.15 0.14 0.19 0.24
Black 0.32 0.38 0.34 0.26 0.18 0.23 0.54 0.42 0.49 0.45 0.49
Hispanic 0.45 0.36 0.38 0.30 0.25 0.30 0.34 0.39 0.38 0.40 0.40
Asian 0.50 0.53 0.59 0.45 0.55 0.59 0.85 0.52 0.46 0.61 0.66
American Indian 1.30 1.62 1.19 0.98 1.21 1.21 2.43 1.19 1.34 1.54 2.24
Pacific Islander 1.55 1.50 1.48 1.55 1.61 1.46 1.93 1.91 1.51 1.60 1.60
Two or more races 0.94 0.88 0.78 0.76 0.76 0.83 0.94 0.79 0.76 0.84 0.96
Other 1.40 2.49 2.53 2.24 1.41 2.19 3.21 2.95 2.11 1.86 2.35

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.48 0.51 0.65 0.50 0.52 0.77 0.30 0.11 0.05 0.07 †
19–23 years 0.17 0.21 0.21 0.22 0.19 0.27 0.14 0.12 0.09 0.09 0.06
24–29 years † † † † † † 0.44 0.45 0.44 0.45 0.38
30–39 years † † † † † † 0.51 0.51 0.42 0.60 0.65
40 years or older † † † † † † 0.54 0.52 0.48 0.75 0.88

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.19 0.19 0.25 0.18 0.15 0.14 0.28 0.27 0.24 0.32 0.32
Some postsecondary education 0.20 0.23 0.25 0.23 0.21 0.26 0.27 0.23 0.23 0.29 0.32
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.13 0.18 0.17 0.21 0.21 0.39 0.22 0.20 0.15 0.20 0.25

Disability status
No disability reported 0.12 0.12 0.14 0.15 0.13 0.22 0.14 0.15 0.15 0.18 0.20
Some type of disability reported 0.26 0.32 0.33 0.36 0.28 0.47 0.62 0.46 0.37 0.43 0.57

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.21 0.23 0.26 0.22 0.27 0.41 0.45 0.23 0.20 0.24 0.23
Part-time 0.16 0.19 0.18 0.21 0.18 0.27 0.20 0.19 0.14 0.20 0.14
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.16 0.22 0.18 0.16 0.13 0.16 0.21 0.25 0.30 0.41 0.44

† Not applicable. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
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Table S3.5-A.—Standard errors for table 3.5-A: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by dependency status and income level in 2006, and
Table S3.5-A.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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 Total 11.4 16.7 16.7 14.9 12.6 27.7

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 8.8 13.7 14.4 14.4 14.0 34.7

Public 9.2 14.3 14.8 15.1 14.0 32.7
Private nonprofit 7.9 12.2 13.4 13.0 14.1 39.3

Institution type
Public 11.6 17.1 17.5 15.4 12.8 25.6

Less-than-2-year 16.5 32.2 15.7 18.5 10.8 6.3 !
2-year 14.3 20.4 20.8 15.7 11.3 17.4
4-year non-doctorate-granting 11.9 16.4 16.8 17.1 12.9 25.0
4-year doctorate-granting 8.0 13.4 13.9 14.2 14.5 36.1

Private nonprofit 8.2 12.3 13.5 13.0 14.1 39.0
Less-than-4-year 27.2 19.1 15.1 14.9 8.3 15.4
4-year non-doctorate-granting 9.4 13.7 15.0 13.4 13.6 34.9
4-year doctorate-granting 6.5 10.9 12.1 12.6 14.6 43.3

For-profit 24.2 29.5 17.1 11.9 6.9 10.4
Less-than-2-year 29.6 26.4 15.6 10.1 5.8 12.5
2 years or more 21.7 30.9 17.9 12.8 7.3 9.4

Attended more than one institution 10.2 15.7 15.9 15.3 11.4 31.4

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 10.9 15.8 15.9 14.5 13.0 29.8
Exclusively part-time 13.4 20.7 20.3 16.2 11.1 18.4

Sex
Male 10.2 15.7 16.3 15.3 12.9 29.6
Female 12.5 17.6 17.1 14.4 12.4 26.0

Race/ethnicity2

White 6.8 12.2 15.8 16.4 14.7 34.2
Black 24.0 29.6 18.5 10.1 6.9 10.9
Hispanic 20.5 26.6 19.1 11.9 8.1 13.8
Asian 17.3 20.2 17.7 13.1 10.6 21.1
American Indian 15.3 20.8 19.7 13.1 12.4 18.7
Pacific Islander 17.4 17.3 16.2 16.8 13.8 18.5
Two or more races 13.9 19.9 16.8 13.8 11.1 24.4
Other 12.9 25.6 21.7 15.5 6.0 ! 18.3

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.5-B.—Percentage distribution of dependent undergraduates, by 2006 family income and selected 
Table 3.5-B.—institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 11.5 17.3 16.9 14.8 12.5 27.0
19–23 years 11.4 16.6 16.7 14.9 12.6 27.9
24–29 years ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡
30–39 years ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡
40 years or older ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡

Dependent income
Lowest 25 percent 44.7 55.3 † † † †
Middle 50 percent † 5.2 33.4 29.7 25.2 6.4
Highest 25 percent † † † † † 100.0

Parents’ education3

High school diploma or less 20.9 26.4 20.8 13.7 8.3 9.8
Some postsecondary education 11.9 19.7 19.9 17.5 13.3 17.7
Bachelor’s degree or higher 5.4 9.7 12.9 14.2 14.8 43.0

Disability status
No disability reported 11.6 16.8 16.7 14.8 12.6 27.5
Some type of disability reported 9.5 15.9 17.0 15.0 12.7 29.8

Work intensity while enrolled4

Did not work 10.9 15.9 14.6 13.1 12.3 33.1
Part-time 11.0 16.3 16.9 15.5 13.1 27.2
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 13.6 19.8 20.0 15.9 11.5 19.2

† Not applicable.
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

3 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
4 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.

Institutional and student characteristics
Less than 

$20,000

Table 3.5-B.—Percentage distribution of dependent undergraduates, by 2006 family income and selected 
Table 3.5-B.—institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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$100,000
or more

NOTE: Dependent income includes parents’ income for dependent students and does not include student income or earnings. Income reported on 
the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. Estimates include students enrolled in 
Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of 
rounding.
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 Total 0.20 0.20 0.23 0.24 0.20 0.31

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.20 0.24 0.29 0.30 0.30 0.45

Public 0.22 0.35 0.33 0.34 0.29 0.46
Private nonprofit 0.38 0.41 0.51 0.56 0.72 0.85

Institution type
Public 0.29 0.38 0.30 0.34 0.24 0.44

Less-than-2-year 2.65 3.74 1.69 2.36 2.57 1.99
2-year 0.55 0.55 0.46 0.54 0.40 0.56
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.56 0.64 0.62 0.61 0.50 0.89
4-year doctorate-granting 0.27 0.38 0.35 0.37 0.36 0.49

Private nonprofit 0.38 0.41 0.50 0.55 0.71 0.85
Less-than-4-year 4.67 2.31 3.31 1.34 1.09 4.45
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.86 0.68 0.84 0.79 1.05 1.32
4-year doctorate-granting 0.50 0.59 0.74 0.76 0.85 1.20

For-profit 1.52 1.39 1.42 1.32 0.86 0.83
Less-than-2-year 1.90 2.14 0.89 1.05 0.90 1.44
2 years or more 1.91 1.71 2.05 1.80 1.21 1.02

Attended more than one institution 0.55 0.69 0.52 0.66 0.51 0.73

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.18 0.21 0.28 0.22 0.23 0.36
Exclusively part-time 0.67 0.84 0.71 0.77 0.47 0.57

Sex
Male 0.33 0.32 0.36 0.40 0.29 0.42
Female 0.23 0.28 0.31 0.27 0.27 0.37

Race/ethnicity
White 0.18 0.22 0.25 0.27 0.26 0.37
Black 0.77 0.79 0.75 0.58 0.43 0.48
Hispanic 0.85 0.65 0.69 0.56 0.49 0.58
Asian 0.84 0.93 0.97 0.77 0.94 0.99
American Indian 3.26 3.56 2.84 2.31 2.84 2.91
Pacific Islander 2.80 2.51 2.41 2.65 2.76 2.48
Two or more races 1.74 1.50 1.39 1.31 1.34 1.53
Other 2.87 4.75 4.63 4.47 2.85 4.34

See notes at end of table.

Institutional and student characteristics
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Table S3.5-B.—Standard errors for table 3.5-B: Percentage distribution of dependent undergraduates, by
Table S3.5-B.—2006 family income and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.51 0.52 0.70 0.52 0.53 0.77
19–23 years 0.20 0.25 0.23 0.25 0.21 0.30
24–29 years † † † † † †
30–39 years † † † † † †
40 years or older † † † † † †

Dependent income
Lowest 25 percent 0.51 0.51 † † † †
Middle 50 percent † 0.19 0.43 0.42 0.36 0.19
Highest 25 percent † † † † † †

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.46 0.42 0.56 0.42 0.36 0.34
Some postsecondary education 0.36 0.41 0.46 0.41 0.37 0.48
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.20 0.28 0.25 0.30 0.31 0.44

Disability status
No disability reported 0.22 0.23 0.25 0.25 0.22 0.33
Some type of disability reported 0.54 0.66 0.67 0.72 0.56 0.85

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.35 0.34 0.42 0.33 0.41 0.55
Part-time 0.22 0.28 0.27 0.30 0.25 0.36
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.53 0.67 0.65 0.61 0.46 0.57

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S3.5-B.—Standard errors for table 3.5-B: Percentage distribution of dependent undergraduates, by
Table S3.5-B.—2006 family income and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
Table S3.5-B.——Continued
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 Total 23.0 17.4 15.3 20.3 24.0

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 25.6 17.6 14.4 18.5 23.8

Public 27.7 19.4 14.6 17.7 20.7
Private nonprofit 21.4 14.0 14.1 20.3 30.2

Institution type
Public 21.7 17.0 15.1 20.5 25.7

Less-than-2-year 25.7 18.4 18.1 21.7 16.1
2-year 19.3 16.0 15.3 21.6 27.8
4-year non-doctorate-granting 24.9 18.8 16.1 18.7 21.5
4-year doctorate-granting 30.0 19.8 13.3 16.9 20.0

Private nonprofit 22.0 14.2 14.2 20.3 29.4
Less-than-4-year 31.1 16.6 14.8 20.7 16.7
4-year non-doctorate-granting 19.9 14.7 14.9 20.9 29.6
4-year doctorate-granting 23.8 12.8 12.8 19.2 31.3

For-profit 29.5 21.3 16.9 19.6 12.6
Less-than-2-year 41.1 23.2 15.2 12.9 7.8
2 years or more 26.6 20.8 17.4 21.3 13.9

Attended more than one institution 23.9 18.2 14.4 19.9 23.6

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 32.8 20.9 15.8 17.0 13.5
Exclusively part-time 14.7 14.5 14.8 23.1 32.9

Sex
Male 23.6 17.1 13.7 20.2 25.4
Female 22.7 17.6 16.2 20.4 23.1

Race/ethnicity2

White 19.7 16.6 14.3 20.7 28.7
Black 27.5 18.8 17.1 20.8 15.8
Hispanic 26.1 19.2 17.5 19.9 17.3
Asian 29.3 16.1 13.0 17.8 23.8
American Indian 34.6 11.0 14.1 19.9 20.4
Pacific Islander 24.1 25.0 15.5 19.2 16.1
Two or more races 29.5 17.4 16.3 17.5 19.3
Other 24.9 23.1 15.9 12.9 23.3

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.5-C.—Percentage distribution of independent undergraduates, by 2006 student income and 
Table 3.5-C.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and student characteristics
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or more
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Independent status
Unmarried, no dependents 35.7 24.4 17.8 15.9 6.2
Married, no dependents 10.6 10.7 11.4 23.5 43.8
Unmarried with dependents 32.2 22.4 19.2 17.9 8.2
Married with dependents 6.6 8.3 10.6 25.9 48.6

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 75.2 12.7 4.7 6.8 ‡
19–23 years 43.6 22.8 14.5 13.0 6.1
24–29 years 26.9 22.8 18.3 19.4 12.5
30–39 years 14.8 13.3 14.6 23.8 33.5
40 years or older 12.1 10.2 11.9 22.5 43.3

Independent income
Lowest 25 percent 90.3 9.7 † † †
Middle 50 percent † 29.9 30.5 39.6 †
Highest 25 percent † † † 2.1 97.9

Parents’ education3

High school diploma or less 21.6 16.6 16.0 21.0 24.8
Some postsecondary education 22.4 17.4 14.9 20.9 24.3
Bachelor’s degree or higher 23.5 18.3 14.2 19.1 25.0

Disability status
No disability reported 22.3 17.1 15.5 20.6 24.6
Some type of disability reported 28.6 19.9 13.8 18.1 19.6

Work intensity while enrolled4

Did not work 41.5 15.3 10.3 14.5 18.5
Part-time 33.8 23.1 13.8 15.5 13.9
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 9.7 15.0 18.0 25.4 31.9

† Not applicable.
‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

3 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
4 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table 3.5-C.—Percentage distribution of independent undergraduates, by 2006 student income and 
Table 3.5-C.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.

Institutional and student characteristics
Less than

$10,000
$10,000–

19,999
$20,000–

29,999
$30,000–

49,999
$50,000
or more

NOTE: Independent income includes students’ income for independent students and spouses’ income if a student is married. Income reported on 
the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. Estimates include students enrolled in 
Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of 
rounding.
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 Total 0.29 0.28 0.25 0.34 0.37

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.56 0.50 0.36 0.44 0.71

Public 0.66 0.54 0.45 0.53 0.96
Private nonprofit 0.95 0.87 0.60 0.81 1.13

Institution type
Public 0.37 0.32 0.29 0.37 0.53

Less-than-2-year 3.06 1.53 1.54 1.59 1.87
2-year 0.48 0.38 0.36 0.47 0.59
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.69 0.77 0.78 0.76 1.06
4-year doctorate-granting 1.08 0.71 0.61 0.73 1.45

Private nonprofit 0.88 0.83 0.57 0.78 1.06
Less-than-4-year 3.08 1.69 1.42 2.84 2.81
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.34 1.24 0.80 1.17 1.58
4-year doctorate-granting 2.04 1.04 1.04 1.06 2.20

For-profit 1.06 0.91 0.90 0.93 0.67
Less-than-2-year 1.62 0.87 0.82 0.85 0.69
2 years or more 1.29 1.10 1.12 1.10 0.82

Attended more than one institution 0.96 0.81 0.64 0.80 1.25

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.46 0.40 0.35 0.39 0.43
Exclusively part-time 0.36 0.34 0.35 0.43 0.60

Sex
Male 0.56 0.37 0.38 0.58 0.60
Female 0.36 0.36 0.31 0.38 0.39

Race/ethnicity
White 0.37 0.32 0.31 0.40 0.46
Black 0.73 0.65 0.70 0.72 0.81
Hispanic 0.66 0.70 0.70 0.79 0.79
Asian 1.88 1.17 1.05 1.39 1.35
American Indian 3.74 2.04 2.13 2.41 3.69
Pacific Islander 3.98 3.83 3.33 3.47 3.45
Two or more races 1.94 1.62 1.57 1.59 1.92
Other 5.85 5.51 4.08 3.63 4.33

See notes at end of table.

Table S3.5-C.—Standard errors for table 3.5-C: Percentage distribution of independent undergraduates,
Table S3.5-C.—by 2006 student income and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Independent status
Unmarried, no dependents 0.54 0.51 0.44 0.48 0.35
Married, no dependents 0.70 0.55 0.66 0.76 0.93
Unmarried with dependents 0.70 0.69 0.65 0.97 0.46
Married with dependents 0.30 0.35 0.37 0.64 0.69

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 3.21 2.55 1.33 1.86 †
19–23 years 0.86 0.76 0.69 0.63 0.45
24–29 years 0.44 0.45 0.44 0.45 0.38
30–39 years 0.51 0.51 0.42 0.60 0.65
40 years or older 0.54 0.52 0.48 0.75 0.88

Independent income
Lowest 25 percent 0.31 0.31 † † †
Middle 50 percent † 0.49 0.45 0.59 †
Highest 25 percent † † † 0.21 0.21

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.44 0.45 0.37 0.50 0.51
Some postsecondary education 0.53 0.50 0.49 0.55 0.59
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.57 0.53 0.45 0.57 0.62

Disability status
No disability reported 0.28 0.30 0.28 0.38 0.37
Some type of disability reported 1.15 0.83 0.68 0.78 1.00

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.91 0.55 0.49 0.65 0.63
Part-time 0.58 0.54 0.42 0.52 0.40
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.28 0.36 0.42 0.50 0.54

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S3.5-C.—Standard errors for table 3.5-C: Percentage distribution of independent undergraduates,
Table S3.5-C.—by 2006 student income and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
Table S3.5-C.——Continued
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Institutional and student characteristics Not married1 Married Separated

 Total 80.1 18.0 1.9

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 87.0 12.1 1.0

Public 88.2 11.0 0.8
Private nonprofit 84.2 14.5 1.3

Institution type
Public 80.3 18.1 1.7

Less-than-2-year 68.0 28.6 3.4
2-year 74.6 23.2 2.3
4-year non-doctorate-granting 83.9 14.9 1.3
4-year doctorate-granting 90.6 8.8 0.6

Private nonprofit 84.0 14.7 1.3
Less-than-4-year 75.3 21.6 3.1
4-year non-doctorate-granting 80.4 18.0 1.6
4-year doctorate-granting 88.5 10.6 0.9 !

For-profit 70.6 24.0 5.5
Less-than-2-year 77.4 17.6 5.0
2 years or more 68.6 25.8 5.6

Attended more than one institution 82.7 15.9 1.3

Attendance intensity
Any full-time2 87.5 10.9 1.6
Exclusively part-time 66.5 31.0 2.5

Sex
Male 83.1 15.7 1.1
Female 77.8 19.7 2.5

Race/ethnicity3

White 79.6 18.9 1.5
Black 80.4 15.9 3.7
Hispanic 80.5 17.0 2.5
Asian 82.3 16.5 1.2
American Indian 76.1 22.1 1.8 !
Pacific Islander 85.4 12.6 2.0 !
Two or more races 81.6 16.1 2.3
Other 79.0 19.7 ‡

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.6.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by marital status and selected institutional and 
Table 3.6.—student characteristics: 2007–08
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Institutional and student characteristics Not married1 Married Separated

Dependency status
Dependent 100.0 † †
Independent 57.7 38.2 4.1

Unmarried, no dependents 100.0 † †
Married, no dependents † 92.8 7.2
Unmarried with dependents 100.0 † †
Married with dependents † 89.2 10.8

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 99.3 0.7 ‡
19–23 years 95.2 4.4 0.4
24–29 years 71.3 26.1 2.6
30–39 years 48.3 46.0 5.8
40 years or older 42.6 52.1 5.4

Income4

Lowest 25 percent 93.0 4.6 2.4
Middle 50 percent 82.8 14.9 2.3
Highest 25 percent 61.1 38.2 0.7

Parents’ education5

High school diploma or less 73.0 24.2 2.8
Some postsecondary education 80.3 17.8 1.8
Bachelor’s degree or higher 86.3 12.6 1.0

Disability status
No disability reported 80.2 17.9 1.8
Some type of disability reported 78.8 18.6 2.6

Work intensity while enrolled6

Did not work 84.5 13.8 1.7
Part-time 88.4 10.2 1.3
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 65.5 31.5 2.9

† Not applicable.
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 Includes never married, divorced, and widowed students.
2 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

5 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
6 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table 3.6.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by marital status and selected institutional and 
Table 3.6.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

3 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.

4 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.
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Institutional and student characteristics Not married Married Separated

 Total 0.28 0.28 0.06

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.42 0.37 0.09

Public 0.48 0.46 0.07
Private nonprofit 0.67 0.62 0.23

Institution type
Public 0.38 0.40 0.08

Less-than-2-year 3.51 3.64 0.63
2-year 0.48 0.50 0.13
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.79 0.77 0.16
4-year doctorate-granting 0.53 0.49 0.07

Private nonprofit 0.66 0.61 0.23
Less-than-4-year 1.82 1.64 0.51
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.20 1.18 0.18
4-year doctorate-granting 0.83 0.60 0.42

For-profit 0.99 0.94 0.29
Less-than-2-year 1.22 1.02 0.45
2 years or more 1.25 1.20 0.36

Attended more than one institution 0.59 0.59 0.13

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.28 0.27 0.06
Exclusively part-time 0.58 0.57 0.13

Sex
Male 0.38 0.38 0.08
Female 0.29 0.29 0.10

Race/ethnicity
White 0.41 0.41 0.07
Black 0.75 0.69 0.21
Hispanic 0.53 0.50 0.20
Asian 0.82 0.82 0.21
American Indian 2.33 2.28 0.55
Pacific Islander 1.70 1.75 0.69
Two or more races 1.10 1.11 0.42
Other 2.99 2.93 †

See notes at end of table.

Table S3.6.—Standard errors for table 3.6: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by marital status
Table S3.6.—and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Institutional and student characteristics Not married Married Separated

Dependency status
Dependent † † †
Independent 0.45 0.46 0.13

Unmarried, no dependents † † †
Married, no dependents † 0.46 0.46
Unmarried with dependents † † †
Married with dependents † 0.43 0.43

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.11 0.11 †
19–23 years 0.15 0.14 0.05
24–29 years 0.46 0.50 0.19
30–39 years 0.86 0.83 0.33
40 years or older 0.92 0.92 0.32

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.24 0.20 0.13
Middle 50 percent 0.32 0.33 0.11
Highest 25 percent 0.71 0.68 0.11

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.44 0.44 0.15
Some postsecondary education 0.48 0.44 0.14
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.30 0.31 0.09

Disability status
No disability reported 0.32 0.32 0.06
Some type of disability reported 0.73 0.70 0.29

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.32 0.31 0.10
Part-time 0.30 0.30 0.08
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.50 0.48 0.14

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S3.6.—Standard errors for table 3.6: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by marital status
Table S3.6.—and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Unmarried
Institutional and student characteristics None One Two or more with dependents

 Total 74.6 10.9 14.5 13.4

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 85.6 6.3 8.1 6.9

Public 87.0 6.0 7.0 6.4
Private nonprofit 82.3 7.0 10.7 8.1

Institution type
Public 75.8 10.6 13.5 12.2

Less-than-2-year 56.5 19.2 24.3 23.4
2-year 67.8 14.0 18.2 16.4
4-year non-doctorate-granting 81.0 8.3 10.7 9.5
4-year doctorate-granting 90.3 4.7 5.0 4.7

Private nonprofit 81.6 7.3 11.1 8.5
Less-than-4-year 60.1 14.7 25.2 23.5
4-year non-doctorate-granting 77.9 8.4 13.7 9.7
4-year doctorate-granting 87.1 5.6 7.3 6.2

For-profit 50.6 19.6 29.8 31.5
Less-than-2-year 54.9 21.2 23.9 31.7
2 years or more 49.3 19.1 31.6 31.5

Attended more than one institution 79.2 9.5 11.4 10.7

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 82.1 7.7 10.2 10.7
Exclusively part-time 60.8 16.8 22.4 18.2

Sex
Male 81.6 8.4 9.9 8.2
Female 69.3 12.8 17.9 17.2

Race/ethnicity2

White 78.0 9.8 12.2 9.7
Black 60.2 14.8 24.9 28.1
Hispanic 71.8 12.3 15.9 16.2
Asian 80.7 9.8 9.5 8.9
American Indian 62.5 15.9 21.6 20.5
Pacific Islander 76.9 10.5 12.6 14.3
Two or more races 76.2 9.5 14.3 13.6
Other 72.9 7.9 19.2 14.5

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.7.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ responsibility for dependents and the 
Table 3.7.—percentage of unmarried undergraduates with dependents, by selected institutional and 
Table 3.7.—student characteristics: 2007–08

Number of dependents
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Unmarried
Institutional and student characteristics None One Two or more with dependents

Independent status
Unmarried, no dependents 100.0 † † †
Married, no dependents 100.0 † † †
Unmarried with dependents † 54.3 45.7 100.0
Married with dependents † 32.9 67.1 †

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 97.8 1.8 0.4 1.9
19–23 years 92.5 5.5 2.0 5.8
24–29 years 62.5 18.4 19.2 21.7
30–39 years 32.8 18.9 48.4 31.3
40 years or older 37.9 23.3 38.8 24.6

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 79.2 11.5 9.3 18.3
Middle 50 percent 75.2 10.7 14.2 15.1
Highest 25 percent 68.7 10.8 20.5 4.7

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 64.3 14.5 21.2 18.7
Some postsecondary education 73.9 10.8 15.3 14.1
Bachelor’s degree or higher 85.1 7.4 7.5 7.1

Disability status
No disability reported 74.8 10.9 14.3 13.2
Some type of disability reported 73.3 11.0 15.7 14.3

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 79.8 8.1 12.1 10.6
Part-time 83.9 7.6 8.5 9.6
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 58.2 17.4 24.3 20.4

† Not applicable.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table 3.7.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ responsibility for dependents and the 
Table 3.7.—percentage of unmarried undergraduates with dependents, by selected institutional and 
Table 3.7.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.

Number of dependents

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.
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Unmarried
Institutional and student characteristics None One Two or more with dependents

 Total 0.30 0.21 0.28 0.21

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.43 0.19 0.31 0.20

Public 0.45 0.20 0.32 0.19
Private nonprofit 0.82 0.41 0.56 0.50

Institution type
Public 0.34 0.20 0.32 0.24

Less-than-2-year 4.91 2.73 2.75 3.11
2-year 0.48 0.35 0.46 0.40
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.80 0.36 0.61 0.43
4-year doctorate-granting 0.54 0.24 0.37 0.20

Private nonprofit 0.80 0.40 0.55 0.49
Less-than-4-year 3.62 1.14 2.99 2.60
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.41 0.75 0.85 0.84
4-year doctorate-granting 0.83 0.31 0.67 0.53

For-profit 1.87 0.88 1.49 1.56
Less-than-2-year 1.37 0.85 0.76 1.57
2 years or more 2.30 1.09 1.87 1.80

Attended more than one institution 0.52 0.38 0.41 0.48

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.39 0.18 0.28 0.27
Exclusively part-time 0.55 0.46 0.54 0.44

Sex
Male 0.35 0.26 0.25 0.37
Female 0.38 0.25 0.35 0.28

Race/ethnicity
White 0.35 0.29 0.31 0.30
Black 0.84 0.47 0.63 0.91
Hispanic 0.70 0.39 0.53 0.55
Asian 0.88 0.66 0.71 0.67
American Indian 2.46 2.07 2.08 2.41
Pacific Islander 2.95 1.73 2.01 2.98
Two or more races 1.38 0.81 1.13 1.08
Other 3.76 2.05 3.50 2.95

See notes at end of table.

Table S3.7.—Standard errors for table 3.7: Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ responsibility for 
Table S3.7.—dependents and the percentage of unmarried undergraduates with dependents, by selected 
Table S3.7.—institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Number of dependents
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Unmarried
Institutional and student characteristics None One Two or more with dependents

Independent status
Unmarried, no dependents † † † †
Married, no dependents † † † †
Unmarried with dependents † 0.84 0.84 †
Married with dependents † 0.88 0.88 †

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.22 0.18 0.10 0.20
19–23 years 0.19 0.15 0.10 0.18
24–29 years 0.62 0.50 0.44 0.52
30–39 years 0.72 0.61 0.87 0.71
40 years or older 0.85 0.93 1.02 0.80

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.42 0.32 0.30 0.39
Middle 50 percent 0.37 0.25 0.30 0.29
Highest 25 percent 0.61 0.36 0.58 0.25

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.45 0.35 0.44 0.35
Some postsecondary education 0.48 0.28 0.44 0.36
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.32 0.26 0.24 0.23

Disability status
No disability reported 0.29 0.22 0.28 0.22
Some type of disability reported 0.74 0.49 0.60 0.53

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.39 0.26 0.40 0.31
Part-time 0.30 0.20 0.21 0.23
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.53 0.45 0.48 0.45

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S3.7.—Standard errors for table 3.7: Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ responsibility for 
Table S3.7.—dependents and the percentage of unmarried undergraduates with dependents, by selected 
Table S3.7.—institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Number of dependents
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 Total 92.4 6.3 0.5 0.8

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 96.9 2.7 0.3 0.1

Public 97.1 2.5 0.2 0.2 !
Private nonprofit 96.4 3.1 0.4 0.1 !

Institution type
Public 92.7 6.0 0.5 0.8

Less-than-2-year 80.8 15.8 1.4 ! 2.0
2-year 89.6 8.6 0.6 1.2
4-year non-doctorate-granting 95.6 4.1 0.2 ! 0.2 !
4-year doctorate-granting 98.0 1.6 0.2 0.2 !

Private nonprofit 96.1 3.3 0.4 0.2 !
Less-than-4-year 84.6 10.0 1.3 ! ‡
4-year non-doctorate-granting 95.7 3.8 0.4 0.1 !
4-year doctorate-granting 97.2 2.3 0.3 ‡

For-profit 83.0 13.6 0.8 2.6
Less-than-2-year 79.9 12.6 0.8 6.7
2 years or more 83.9 13.9 0.8 ! 1.4

Attended more than one institution 94.2 4.9 0.5 0.4

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 93.8 5.2 0.4 0.7
Exclusively part-time 89.9 8.3 0.6 1.2

Sex
Male 92.6 6.1 0.5 0.9
Female 92.3 6.4 0.5 0.8

Race/ethnicity2

White 93.7 5.4 0.4 0.5
Black 89.7 8.7 0.5 1.1
Hispanic 89.6 7.8 0.7 1.9
Asian 93.3 4.5 0.7 1.5
American Indian 89.0 9.0 ‡ 1.5 !
Pacific Islander 92.1 6.1 ‡ 1.1 !
Two or more races 90.7 7.9 1.1 0.4 !
Other 90.9 8.9 ‡ #

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.8.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their high school completion status and 
Table 3.8.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and student characteristics
High school 

diploma

General
Educational 

Development
(GED) certificate

or equivalent
Certificate of 

completion

Did not
complete

high school



National Center for Education Statistics

Dependency status
Dependent 96.8 2.2 0.4 0.6
Independent 87.3 11.0 0.6 1.1

Unmarried, no dependents 88.6 9.7 0.6 1.1
Married, no dependents 89.6 9.3 0.4 ! 0.6
Unmarried with dependents 84.9 12.8 0.6 1.6
Married with dependents 87.0 11.6 0.5 0.9

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 95.4 2.6 0.6 1.4
19–23 years 96.3 2.7 0.4 0.6
24–29 years 87.9 10.5 0.6 1.0
30–39 years 85.0 13.3 0.6 1.1
40 years or older 86.6 12.0 0.3 1.1

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 89.5 8.4 0.7 1.4
Middle 50 percent 92.7 6.1 0.4 0.8
Highest 25 percent 94.8 4.5 0.3 0.4

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 89.7 8.6 0.5 1.2
Some postsecondary education 92.6 6.3 0.5 0.6
Bachelor’s degree or higher 95.4 3.7 0.4 0.5

Disability status
No disability reported 92.7 6.0 0.5 0.8
Some type of disability reported 90.1 8.3 0.7 0.9

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 91.6 6.8 0.4 1.1
Part-time 94.3 4.5 0.5 0.7
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 90.4 8.3 0.5 0.8

# Rounds to zero.
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table 3.8.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their high school completion status and 
Table 3.8.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.

Institutional and student characteristics
High school 

diploma

General
Educational 

Development
(GED) certificate

or equivalent
Certificate of 

completion

Did not
complete

high school

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

NOTE: The 1.3 percent of undergraduates who graduated from high school in a foreign country are excluded. Estimates include students enrolled 
in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of 
rounding. 
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 Total 0.15 0.14 0.04 0.07

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.12 0.12 0.03 0.04

Public 0.14 0.13 0.04 0.06
Private nonprofit 0.26 0.25 0.07 0.03

Institution type
Public 0.20 0.21 0.05 0.09

Less-than-2-year 1.56 1.33 0.47 0.54
2-year 0.33 0.33 0.08 0.15
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.25 0.24 0.06 0.05
4-year doctorate-granting 0.16 0.14 0.04 0.08

Private nonprofit 0.27 0.25 0.07 0.07
Less-than-4-year 2.30 1.40 0.40 †
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.42 0.40 0.10 0.04
4-year doctorate-granting 0.35 0.32 0.09 †

For-profit 0.90 0.80 0.20 0.34
Less-than-2-year 1.25 0.88 0.17 0.83
2 years or more 1.07 0.99 0.25 0.37

Attended more than one institution 0.31 0.29 0.14 0.10

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.17 0.16 0.04 0.06
Exclusively part-time 0.26 0.25 0.09 0.15

Sex
Male 0.22 0.20 0.07 0.10
Female 0.20 0.18 0.05 0.07

Race/ethnicity
White 0.17 0.17 0.04 0.06
Black 0.50 0.40 0.11 0.17
Hispanic 0.42 0.33 0.12 0.21
Asian 0.59 0.43 0.19 0.31
American Indian 1.53 1.47 † 0.73
Pacific Islander 1.66 1.37 † 0.57
Two or more races 0.87 0.85 0.33 0.18
Other 2.20 2.20 † †

See notes at end of table.

Table S3.8.—Standard errors for table 3.8: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their high
Table S3.8.—school completion status and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

General
Educational 

Development
(GED) certificate
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Did not
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High school 
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Certificate of 

completion
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.12 0.10 0.05 0.07
Independent 0.30 0.28 0.06 0.10

Unmarried, no dependents 0.44 0.40 0.10 0.17
Married, no dependents 0.67 0.62 0.19 0.16
Unmarried with dependents 0.61 0.57 0.13 0.19
Married with dependents 0.49 0.44 0.11 0.13

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.35 0.25 0.13 0.26
19–23 years 0.12 0.11 0.05 0.05
24–29 years 0.43 0.41 0.11 0.13
30–39 years 0.59 0.56 0.10 0.14
40 years or older 0.57 0.52 0.10 0.17

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.33 0.28 0.10 0.11
Middle 50 percent 0.20 0.18 0.05 0.11
Highest 25 percent 0.22 0.20 0.05 0.06

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.26 0.26 0.07 0.13
Some postsecondary education 0.26 0.25 0.07 0.07
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.16 0.14 0.06 0.08

Disability status
No disability reported 0.15 0.14 0.04 0.07
Some type of disability reported 0.51 0.50 0.14 0.14

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.30 0.28 0.07 0.12
Part-time 0.17 0.15 0.06 0.08
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.26 0.24 0.07 0.09

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S3.8.—Standard errors for table 3.8: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their high
Table S3.8.—school completion status and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
Table S3.8.——Continued

General
Educational 

Development
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or equivalent
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completion
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 Total 15.4 58.6 26.0

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 32.4 51.1 16.6

Public 26.3 54.8 18.9
Private nonprofit 46.0 42.6 11.4

Institution type
Public 11.6 59.0 29.3

Less-than-2-year ‡ 72.7 23.7
2-year 1.0 62.0 37.0
4-year non-doctorate-granting 20.9 53.9 25.2
4-year doctorate-granting 29.3 55.3 15.4

Private nonprofit 44.6 43.5 11.9
Less-than-4-year ‡ 69.5 30.4
4-year non-doctorate-granting 42.7 45.9 11.3
4-year doctorate-granting 49.6 39.0 11.4

For-profit 0.8 78.4 20.8
Less-than-2-year 0.2 ! 68.3 31.5
2 years or more 1.0 81.4 17.6

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 23.1 50.4 26.5
Exclusively part-time 1.7 73.3 25.0

Sex
Male 16.7 55.0 28.3
Female 14.3 61.5 24.2

Race/ethnicity2

White 17.5 58.6 23.9
Black 13.5 65.3 21.2
Hispanic 7.5 55.4 37.1
Asian 17.4 50.7 31.9
American Indian 9.3 65.7 25.0
Pacific Islander 9.9 54.1 36.0
Two or more races 17.2 57.0 25.8
Other 9.7 63.1 27.2

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.9.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their local residence while enrolled and 
Table 3.9.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and student characteristics On campus
Off campus,

not with parents 
Off campus, 
with parents
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Dependency status
Dependent 27.5 32.6 39.8
Independent 2.0 87.4 10.6

Unmarried, no dependents 3.6 79.1 17.3
Married, no dependents 2.1 92.1 5.8
Unmarried with dependents 1.4 85.8 12.7
Married with dependents 0.7 95.7 3.6

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 37.9 18.7 43.3
19–23 years 22.3 41.4 36.3
24–29 years 2.4 81.3 16.3
30–39 years 0.9 94.3 4.8
40 years or older 0.5 96.3 3.3

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 12.7 53.7 33.6
Middle 50 percent 14.3 58.4 27.3
Highest 25 percent 20.5 64.3 15.2

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 8.6 65.9 25.5
Some postsecondary education 13.1 58.1 28.8
Bachelor’s degree or higher 23.9 51.7 24.4

Disability status
No disability reported 15.8 58.3 25.9
Some type of disability reported 12.0 61.2 26.7

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 27.9 50.4 21.7
Part-time 17.1 49.5 33.5
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 3.4 77.0 19.6

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

NOTE: The 8 percent of undergraduates who attended more than one institution in 2007–08 are excluded. Estimates include students enrolled in 
Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of 
rounding.

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.

Table 3.9.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their local residence while enrolled and 
Table 3.9.—selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Institutional and student characteristics On campus
Off campus,

not with parents
Off campus, 
with parents

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.
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 Total 0.28 0.42 0.31

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.60 0.59 0.30

Public 0.67 0.71 0.40
Private nonprofit 1.05 0.93 0.50

Institution type
Public 0.30 0.42 0.35

Less-than-2-year † 6.63 2.65
2-year 0.11 0.52 0.51
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.79 0.78 0.75
4-year doctorate-granting 0.86 0.96 0.47

Private nonprofit 1.02 0.90 0.52
Less-than-4-year † 3.93 3.96
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.62 1.54 0.61
4-year doctorate-granting 1.45 1.13 0.94

For-profit 0.21 1.15 1.20
Less-than-2-year 0.10 1.52 1.52
2 years or more 0.28 1.37 1.45

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.48 0.59 0.36
Exclusively part-time 0.12 0.49 0.47

Sex
Male 0.36 0.46 0.39
Female 0.32 0.49 0.37

Race/ethnicity
White 0.30 0.50 0.40
Black 0.61 0.80 0.64
Hispanic 0.40 0.71 0.75
Asian 0.97 1.13 1.25
American Indian 1.92 2.64 2.73
Pacific Islander 1.98 3.34 2.93
Two or more races 1.33 1.55 1.46
Other 2.26 3.50 3.26

See notes at end of table.

Table S3.9.—Standard errors for table 3.9: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their local
Table S3.9.—residence while enrolled and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and student characteristics On campus
Off campus,

not with parents
Off campus, 
with parents
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.42 0.44 0.46
Independent 0.10 0.27 0.26

Unmarried, no dependents 0.24 0.58 0.52
Married, no dependents 0.20 0.49 0.45
Unmarried with dependents 0.15 0.58 0.57
Married with dependents 0.10 0.28 0.26

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.91 0.62 0.87
19–23 years 0.37 0.48 0.45
24–29 years 0.17 0.49 0.45
30–39 years 0.11 0.35 0.34
40 years or older 0.09 0.31 0.29

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.38 0.53 0.55
Middle 50 percent 0.26 0.47 0.43
Highest 25 percent 0.58 0.80 0.43

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.26 0.45 0.42
Some postsecondary education 0.33 0.59 0.52
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.44 0.61 0.44

Disability status
No disability reported 0.30 0.43 0.32
Some type of disability reported 0.47 0.72 0.63

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.58 0.66 0.40
Part-time 0.31 0.51 0.48
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.15 0.46 0.47

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S3.9.—Standard errors for table 3.9: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by their local
Table S3.9.—residence while enrolled and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
Table S3.9.——Continued

Institutional and student characteristics On campus
Off campus,

not with parents
Off campus, 
with parents
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 Total 94.1 4.5 1.4

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 94.7 3.2 2.1

Public 94.6 3.6 1.8
Private nonprofit 95.0 2.4 2.7

Institution type
Public 93.9 4.8 1.3

Less-than-2-year 94.6 5.4 ! †
2-year 93.3 5.6 1.0
4-year non-doctorate-granting 93.1 5.1 1.8
4-year doctorate-granting 95.4 2.8 1.8

Private nonprofit 94.7 2.7 2.6
Less-than-4-year 84.8 12.9 ‡
4-year non-doctorate-granting 96.0 1.9 2.1
4-year doctorate-granting 93.8 2.9 3.3

For-profit 95.3 4.6 0.1 !
Less-than-2-year 92.9 6.9 0.2 !
2 years or more 96.0 3.9 0.1 !

Attended more than one institution 94.2 4.7 1.1

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 94.1 4.1 1.8
Exclusively part-time 94.1 5.3 0.6

Sex
Male 93.9 4.3 1.7
Female 94.3 4.6 1.1

Race/ethnicity2

White 98.0 1.4 0.6
Black 93.0 5.8 1.2
Hispanic 88.0 10.6 1.4
Asian 70.9 18.5 10.6
American Indian 97.5 1.9 ! ‡
Pacific Islander 83.6 14.5 1.9 !
Two or more races 96.6 2.6 0.9
Other 90.1 6.2 3.7 !

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.10.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by citizenship status and selected institutional 
Table 3.10.—and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and student characteristics U.S. citizen
Resident 

alien
Foreign or international 

student
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Dependency status
Dependent 94.9 3.5 1.6
Independent 93.3 5.6 1.1

Unmarried, no dependents 93.4 4.9 1.8
Married, no dependents 91.0 7.9 1.1
Unmarried with dependents 94.9 4.3 0.8
Married with dependents 93.0 6.3 0.7

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 95.7 3.2 1.1
19–23 years 94.6 3.8 1.7
24–29 years 92.2 6.0 1.8
30–39 years 92.6 6.6 0.8
40 years or older 95.5 4.1 0.4 !

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 91.7 6.3 2.0
Middle 50 percent 94.6 4.2 1.2
Highest 25 percent 95.6 3.2 1.2

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 93.5 5.4 1.1
Some postsecondary education 95.9 3.3 0.8
Bachelor’s degree or higher 94.0 3.9 2.1

Disability status
No disability reported 94.0 4.6 1.4
Some type of disability reported 95.6 3.2 1.2

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 92.2 4.7 3.0
Part-time 94.7 4.2 1.1
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 94.8 4.7 0.5

† Not applicable.
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table 3.10.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by citizenship status and selected institutional 
Table 3.10.—and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Institutional and student characteristics U.S. citizen
Foreign or international 

student
Resident 

alien

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the 
year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.
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 Total 0.14 0.14 0.07

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.20 0.15 0.16

Public 0.24 0.20 0.17
Private nonprofit 0.31 0.21 0.28

Institution type
Public 0.17 0.17 0.09

Less-than-2-year 1.62 1.62 †
2-year 0.26 0.24 0.08
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.46 0.49 0.22
4-year doctorate-granting 0.30 0.18 0.19

Private nonprofit 0.34 0.24 0.27
Less-than-4-year 3.97 3.72 †
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.37 0.22 0.32
4-year doctorate-granting 0.54 0.39 0.45

For-profit 0.41 0.40 0.04
Less-than-2-year 1.33 1.30 0.10
2 years or more 0.43 0.45 0.04

Attended more than one institution 0.46 0.36 0.18

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.16 0.15 0.11
Exclusively part-time 0.23 0.21 0.07

Sex
Male 0.20 0.17 0.10
Female 0.16 0.16 0.08

Race/ethnicity
White 0.08 0.08 0.05
Black 0.31 0.30 0.14
Hispanic 0.49 0.44 0.16
Asian 0.95 0.84 0.65
American Indian 0.82 0.69 †
Pacific Islander 2.26 2.20 0.92
Two or more races 0.55 0.45 0.23
Other 2.17 1.72 1.33

See notes at end of table.

Table S3.10.—Standard errors for table 3.10: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by citizenship 
Table S3.10.—status and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and student characteristics U.S. citizen
Resident 

alien
Foreign or international 

student
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.16 0.14 0.10
Independent 0.20 0.19 0.08

Unmarried, no dependents 0.28 0.24 0.17
Married, no dependents 0.54 0.52 0.18
Unmarried with dependents 0.28 0.26 0.09
Married with dependents 0.40 0.37 0.16

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.33 0.31 0.14
19–23 years 0.17 0.14 0.11
24–29 years 0.29 0.30 0.16
30–39 years 0.33 0.32 0.12
40 years or older 0.32 0.28 0.20

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.27 0.26 0.15
Middle 50 percent 0.17 0.16 0.08
Highest 25 percent 0.23 0.20 0.11

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.21 0.19 0.10
Some postsecondary education 0.18 0.17 0.09
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.20 0.17 0.12

Disability status
No disability reported 0.16 0.15 0.07
Some type of disability reported 0.29 0.27 0.17

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.26 0.25 0.16
Part-time 0.18 0.15 0.10
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.21 0.20 0.07

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Institutional and student characteristics U.S. citizen
Resident 

alien
Foreign or international 

student

Table S3.10.—Standard errors for table 3.10: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by citizenship 
Table S3.10.—status and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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 Total 33.5 27.0 39.5

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 25.0 24.6 50.4

Public 25.4 25.3 49.3
Private nonprofit 24.3 23.0 52.7

Institution type
Public 33.7 27.6 38.8

Less-than-2-year 51.8 27.2 21.0
2-year 39.7 29.3 31.0
4-year non-doctorate-granting 32.8 27.7 39.6
4-year doctorate-granting 21.4 24.0 54.6

Private nonprofit 24.7 23.2 52.1
Less-than-4-year 43.4 31.0 25.5
4-year non-doctorate-granting 28.2 25.4 46.4
4-year doctorate-granting 19.9 20.4 59.7

For-profit 50.6 28.3 21.1
Less-than-2-year 55.1 26.6 18.2
2 years or more 49.3 28.8 21.9

Attended more than one institution 29.3 26.5 44.3

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 29.9 26.3 43.9
Exclusively part-time 40.3 28.2 31.5

Sex
Male 30.1 25.8 44.1
Female 36.2 27.8 36.0

Race/ethnicity2

White 28.2 27.1 44.6
Black 45.0 29.9 25.0
Hispanic 48.5 25.9 25.6
Asian 32.2 18.5 49.3
American Indian 35.6 34.8 29.6
Pacific Islander 31.3 28.7 40.0
Two or more races 26.3 29.6 44.0
Other 34.4 25.2 40.5

See notes at end of table.

Table 3.11.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by the highest level of education completed by 
Table 3.11.—either parent and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and student characteristics
Some postsecondary 

education
Bachelor’s degree

or higherHigh school or less
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Dependency status
Dependent 24.9 26.3 48.8
Independent 43.6 27.7 28.7

Unmarried, no dependents 37.1 27.3 35.6
Married, no dependents 41.7 26.4 31.9
Unmarried with dependents 48.2 29.7 22.0
Married with dependents 47.9 27.0 25.1

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 26.4 27.7 45.9
19–23 years 26.7 26.5 46.9
24–29 years 37.1 29.2 33.6
30–39 years 44.9 28.4 26.7
40 years or older 54.4 23.2 22.4

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 43.0 29.1 28.0
Middle 50 percent 33.2 28.8 37.9
Highest 25 percent 24.8 21.2 54.0

Disability status
No disability reported 33.5 27.0 39.5
Some type of disability reported 33.4 26.9 39.7

Work intensity while enrolled4

Did not work 30.8 23.8 45.5
Part-time 29.8 27.6 42.6
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 40.6 28.7 30.7

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

NOTE: The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this 
distribution. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

Table 3.11.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by the highest level of education completed by 
Table 3.11.—either parent and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Institutional and student characteristics High school or less
Some postsecondary 

education
Bachelor’s degree

or higher
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 Total 0.23 0.21 0.22

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.31 0.31 0.38

Public 0.34 0.38 0.44
Private nonprofit 0.68 0.52 0.76

Institution type
Public 0.32 0.26 0.28

Less-than-2-year 3.24 1.59 2.47
2-year 0.50 0.45 0.36
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.69 0.59 0.71
4-year doctorate-granting 0.39 0.47 0.51

Private nonprofit 0.68 0.50 0.75
Less-than-4-year 2.76 1.47 2.26
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.21 0.80 1.39
4-year doctorate-granting 0.89 0.72 1.25

For-profit 1.11 0.99 0.83
Less-than-2-year 1.10 0.87 0.73
2 years or more 1.40 1.29 1.03

Attended more than one institution 0.66 0.56 0.68

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.25 0.24 0.26
Exclusively part-time 0.49 0.43 0.46

Sex
Male 0.32 0.29 0.36
Female 0.30 0.29 0.29

Race/ethnicity
White 0.33 0.25 0.35
Black 0.69 0.64 0.58
Hispanic 0.67 0.43 0.61
Asian 0.83 0.90 1.04
American Indian 2.95 2.93 2.27
Pacific Islander 3.26 2.50 3.12
Two or more races 1.37 1.25 1.44
Other 3.85 3.18 3.40

See notes at end of table.

Table S3.11.—Standard errors for table 3.11: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by the highest
Table S3.11.—level of education completed by either parent and selected institutional and student 
Table S3.11.—characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and student characteristics High school or less
Some postsecondary 

education
Bachelor’s degree

or higher
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.26 0.25 0.29
Independent 0.36 0.35 0.34

Unmarried, no dependents 0.64 0.69 0.82
Married, no dependents 0.83 0.86 0.91
Unmarried with dependents 0.80 0.68 0.66
Married with dependents 0.67 0.55 0.55

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.68 0.62 0.75
19–23 years 0.27 0.25 0.29
24–29 years 0.49 0.59 0.58
30–39 years 0.70 0.63 0.65
40 years or older 0.81 0.79 0.68

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.44 0.45 0.47
Middle 50 percent 0.33 0.30 0.29
Highest 25 percent 0.40 0.36 0.49

Disability status
No disability reported 0.24 0.23 0.23
Some type of disability reported 0.71 0.62 0.74

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.42 0.41 0.42
Part-time 0.42 0.36 0.33
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.49 0.51 0.41

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Institutional and student characteristics High school or less
Some postsecondary 

education
Bachelor’s degree

or higher

Table S3.11.—Standard errors for table 3.11: Percentage distribution of undergraduates, by the highest
Table S3.11.—level of education completed by either parent and selected institutional and student 
Table S3.11.—characteristics: 2007–08—Continued



National Center for Education Statistics

 Total 65.6 47.0 51.7 38.5

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 75.4 54.6 59.3 50.1

Public 71.3 51.2 52.9 46.2
Private nonprofit 84.7 62.5 73.6 58.9

Institution type
Public 57.6 37.4 45.2 27.1

Less-than-2-year 54.1 38.5 44.5 17.8
2-year 47.6 27.4 39.6 13.2
4-year non-doctorate-granting 70.2 52.2 52.5 43.4
4-year doctorate-granting 71.9 50.6 53.1 47.8

Private nonprofit 84.5 62.7 73.2 58.5
Less-than-4-year 79.6 72.0 59.8 43.9
4-year non-doctorate-granting 87.3 65.8 76.2 61.2
4-year doctorate-granting 81.7 58.8 70.7 56.5

For-profit 96.3 93.0 70.4 91.6
Less-than-2-year 90.6 83.4 68.8 77.3
2 years or more 98.0 95.8 70.9 95.8

Attended more than one institution 68.9 51.9 51.3 44.7

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 75.9 58.8 60.3 49.4
Exclusively part-time 46.8 25.3 36.1 18.5

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 79.5 62.2 64.4 52.9
Full-time/part year 71.0 53.4 53.3 46.0
Part-time/full year 61.2 42.1 48.7 30.0
Part-time/part year 44.3 23.3 33.3 18.9

Undergraduate program
Certificate 70.0 53.3 54.6 45.5
Associate’s degree 56.5 38.8 45.5 24.3
Bachelor’s degree 76.9 57.5 59.7 53.2
No certificate or degree 33.9 13.0 27.9 10.7

Sex
Male 61.4 41.1 46.7 34.8
Female 68.8 51.4 55.5 41.3

See notes at end of table.

Institutional and student characteristics
Received

any aid
Received any

federal aid
Received

any grants
Received
any loans

Table 4.1.—Percentage of undergraduates receiving financial aid for postsecondary education, by 
Table 4.1.—financial aid source and type and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Race/ethnicity2

White 63.5 43.1 48.2 38.2
Black 76.2 62.2 63.5 49.5
Hispanic 69.0 52.4 58.1 34.3
Asian 53.4 36.1 43.1 25.5
American Indian 70.8 53.5 60.4 35.5
Pacific Islander 61.5 40.8 49.3 31.9
Two or more races 68.1 51.2 53.8 41.4
Other 64.1 46.8 51.1 35.1

Dependency status
Dependent 66.5 47.8 51.4 40.2
Independent 64.6 46.0 52.0 36.6

Unmarried, no dependents 62.1 44.3 46.8 37.8
Married, no dependents 58.0 33.9 40.1 30.1
Unmarried with dependents 71.7 58.2 65.8 41.5
Married with dependents 64.5 42.8 51.4 34.0

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 70.9 51.7 60.2 38.9
19–23 years 66.1 48.1 51.0 40.2
24–29 years 66.3 50.0 52.0 41.6
30–39 years 66.4 46.8 53.0 37.6
40 years or older 56.2 32.3 45.0 25.8

Dependency status and income level in 20063

Dependent
Less than $20,000 80.7 71.1 76.7 39.8
$20,000–39,999 78.5 68.3 71.8 44.4
$40,000–59,999 66.8 48.9 53.1 43.0
$60,000–79,999 63.3 41.1 41.7 42.8
$80,000–99,999 63.1 39.8 41.7 42.2
$100,000 or more 56.4 32.6 37.4 33.7

Independent
Less than $10,000 74.0 62.1 67.4 45.0
$10,000–19,999 71.5 60.9 62.3 45.6
$20,000–29,999 68.6 52.1 51.5 40.6
$30,000–49,999 62.9 42.2 49.3 34.9
$50,000 or more 49.7 19.0 32.4 20.9

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 69.5 52.7 56.2 40.1
Some postsecondary education 66.5 48.5 52.3 40.5
Bachelor’s degree or higher 60.8 39.7 46.2 35.6

See notes at end of table.

Institutional and student characteristics
Received

any aid
Received any

federal aid
Received

any grants
Received
any loans

Table 4.1.—Percentage of undergraduates receiving financial aid for postsecondary education, by 
Table 4.1.—financial aid source and type and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
Table 4.1.——Continued
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Disability status
No disability reported 65.8 47.1 51.8 38.6
Some type of disability reported 64.4 45.7 51.0 37.6

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 70.2 53.6 57.3 42.3
Part-time 67.2 49.5 52.7 41.0
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 59.9 38.5 46.0 32.2

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

Received
any loans

Received
any grants

Received any
federal aid

Received
any aidInstitutional and student characteristics

Table 4.1.—Percentage of undergraduates receiving financial aid for postsecondary education, by 
Table 4.1.—financial aid source and type and selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
Table 4.1.——Continued

3 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for 
additional information.

5 Excludes work study and assistantships.
NOTE: For the 8 percent of undergraduates who attended more than one institution in 2007–08, the table includes aid received at the National 
Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS) institution, but may not include aid received at all institutions attended. Estimates include students 
enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.
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 Total 1.20 0.78 0.96 0.23

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.79 0.64 0.66 0.32

Public 0.73 0.75 0.59 0.29
Private nonprofit 0.97 0.52 0.93 0.54

Institution type
Public 1.66 1.24 1.35 0.31

Less-than-2-year 3.11 1.47 2.19 1.49
2-year 2.42 1.64 1.99 0.41
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.76 0.75 0.87 0.78
4-year doctorate-granting 0.86 0.93 0.58 0.59

Private nonprofit 0.94 0.50 0.91 0.52
Less-than-4-year 2.99 3.04 2.55 1.28
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.06 0.98 1.13 1.04
4-year doctorate-granting 1.21 1.07 1.18 1.01

For-profit 0.25 0.38 0.91 0.26
Less-than-2-year 1.13 1.66 1.12 0.84
2 years or more 0.18 0.28 1.05 0.18

Attended more than one institution 2.05 3.12 1.66 2.73

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.61 0.32 0.47 0.28
Exclusively part-time 2.10 1.56 1.75 0.71

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 0.37 0.33 0.38 0.42
Full-time/part year 1.52 1.23 1.24 0.83
Part-time/full year 1.24 0.80 1.15 0.40
Part-time/part year 2.51 2.02 1.96 1.09

Undergraduate program
Certificate 1.97 1.75 2.02 1.63
Associate’s degree 1.84 1.06 1.55 0.39
Bachelor’s degree 0.53 0.46 0.42 0.28
No certificate or degree 2.04 1.65 1.51 0.92

Sex
Male 1.38 0.87 1.16 0.44
Female 1.04 0.70 0.78 0.25

See notes at end of table.

Institutional and student characteristics
Received

any aid
Received any

federal aid
Received

any grants
Received
any loans

Table S4.1.—Standard errors for table 4.1: Percentage of undergraduates receiving financial aid for 
Table S4.1.—postsecondary education, by financial aid source and type and selected institutional and 
Table S4.1.—student characteristics: 2007–08
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Race/ethnicity
White 1.32 0.92 0.95 0.52
Black 1.56 1.58 1.31 1.04
Hispanic 0.76 0.74 0.99 1.10
Asian 1.96 1.16 1.54 0.88
American Indian 2.92 3.19 3.12 3.34
Pacific Islander 3.28 3.31 3.10 2.99
Two or more races 1.51 1.46 1.43 1.54
Other 4.03 3.77 3.96 4.02

Dependency status
Dependent 1.06 0.70 0.94 0.32
Independent 1.42 0.95 1.06 0.35

Unmarried, no dependents 1.69 1.02 1.18 0.78
Married, no dependents 1.20 1.23 0.84 1.17
Unmarried with dependents 2.11 1.84 1.87 0.91
Married with dependents 1.18 0.82 1.11 0.63

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.99 0.74 1.15 0.79
19–23 years 1.08 0.73 0.97 0.31
24–29 years 1.60 0.97 1.10 0.61
30–39 years 1.82 1.41 1.48 0.78
40 years or older 1.48 1.37 1.09 0.83

Dependency status and income level in 2006
Dependent

Less than $20,000 1.13 0.81 1.25 1.04
$20,000–39,999 1.07 0.78 1.10 0.82
$40,000–59,999 1.69 1.28 1.41 0.80
$60,000–79,999 1.27 1.00 1.17 0.89
$80,000–99,999 0.98 0.78 1.02 0.77
$100,000 or more 1.06 0.79 0.81 0.69

Independent
Less than $10,000 1.25 0.68 1.08 0.80
$10,000–19,999 1.74 1.11 1.50 0.78
$20,000–29,999 2.17 1.78 1.89 0.89
$30,000–49,999 1.74 1.44 1.27 0.89
$50,000 or more 1.07 0.81 0.79 0.75

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 1.32 1.02 1.17 0.37
Some postsecondary education 1.52 1.08 1.20 0.59
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.94 0.55 0.71 0.35

See notes at end of table.

Institutional and student characteristics
Received

any aid
Received any

federal aid
Received

any grants
Received
any loans

Table S4.1.—Standard errors for table 4.1: Percentage of undergraduates receiving financial aid for 
Table S4.1.—postsecondary education, by financial aid source and type and selected institutional and 
Table S4.1.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Disability status
No disability reported 1.17 0.76 0.94 0.22
Some type of disability reported 1.59 1.28 1.30 0.85

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 1.11 0.73 0.94 0.39
Part-time 1.28 0.79 1.06 0.33
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 1.34 1.06 1.05 0.51

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S4.1.—Standard errors for table 4.1: Percentage of undergraduates receiving financial aid for 
Table S4.1.—postsecondary education, by financial aid source and type and selected institutional and 
Table S4.1.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Institutional and student characteristics
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any aid
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federal aid
Received

any grants
Received
any loans
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 Total 66.5 47.8 51.4 40.2 $10,800 $6,400 $7,000

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 76.7 56.0 60.6 51.6 13,400 8,100 7,400

Public 72.7 52.4 53.5 47.5 9,900 5,700 6,400
Private nonprofit 85.9 64.5 77.2 61.1 20,500 12,200 9,300

Institution type
Public 60.1 40.9 45.4 31.9 7,700 4,500 5,900

Less-than-2-year 46.0 30.4 38.2 13.6 ! 3,500 2,200 4,500
2-year 45.3 27.4 36.0 13.6 3,500 2,500 3,700
4-year non-doctorate-granting 72.3 55.7 52.6 47.2 8,700 4,900 6,100
4-year doctorate-granting 72.9 51.0 53.8 47.6 10,400 6,000 6,600

Private nonprofit 85.9 64.7 76.9 60.9 20,300 12,100 9,300
Less-than-4-year 83.8 76.6 56.0 48.7 8,300 4,200 ! 6,300
4-year non-doctorate-granting 91.0 69.5 83.0 65.5 19,500 11,600 8,600
4-year doctorate-granting 81.4 60.0 72.1 57.2 21,500 12,700 10,100

For-profit 94.8 90.7 58.1 88.6 12,100 3,400 8,400
Less-than-2-year 89.2 79.9 56.5 74.9 8,600 3,200 5,900
2 years or more 97.4 95.8 58.8 94.9 13,600 3,400 9,300

Attended more than one institution 68.0 52.0 48.9 45.2 9,800 5,400 6,400

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 72.8 53.5 57.2 45.5 11,700 6,900 7,200
Exclusively part-time 39.0 23.2 26.3 16.9 3,900 2,000 4,500

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 77.1 57.5 62.1 49.4 13,100 7,800 7,600
Full-time/part year 63.5 44.2 46.0 38.3 7,900 4,200 6,000
Part-time/full year 55.7 38.7 41.4 27.9 6,500 3,500 6,000
Part-time/part year 38.2 22.3 25.0 18.4 4,200 2,100 4,500

Undergraduate program
Certificate 69.5 54.8 47.2 47.8 7,600 2,800 6,300
Associate’s degree 51.3 34.6 39.2 20.6 4,800 2,700 5,100
Bachelor’s degree 76.8 56.7 60.2 52.2 13,400 8,000 7,500
No certificate or degree 34.1 18.5 25.3 14.6 5,000 2,900 5,000

Sex
Male 62.6 44.2 47.4 37.6 10,800 6,300 7,100
Female 70.0 51.1 55.0 42.4 10,900 6,500 7,000

See notes at end of table.

Received
federal aid

Received
any grants

Received
any loans

Table 4.2-A.—Percentage of dependent undergraduates receiving financial aid for postsecondary 
Table 4.2-A.—education, and among those receiving each type of aid, the average amount of aid
Table 4.2-A.—received, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
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Race/ethnicity2

White 65.0 44.4 48.3 40.9 $11,100 $6,500 $7,100
Black 77.3 66.0 63.2 52.6 11,300 6,400 6,900
Hispanic 69.8 54.1 58.5 34.0 9,100 5,500 6,700
Asian 57.8 40.6 47.8 27.8 11,400 8,300 6,600
American Indian 68.2 51.5 59.6 30.4 8,100 5,600 5,500
Pacific Islander 58.3 40.4 47.7 30.1 10,100 5,200 7,200
Two or more races 68.4 49.6 55.8 39.9 11,600 7,400 6,600
Other 57.0 45.3 46.3 31.6 9,200 5,900 6,500

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 70.8 51.4 59.9 39.2 10,800 6,700 6,100
19–23 years 65.5 47.1 49.6 40.4 10,800 6,300 7,200
24–29 years † † † † † † †
30–39 years † † † † † † †
40 years or older † † † † † † †

Parent income level in 20063

Less than $20,000 80.7 71.1 76.7 39.8 9,700 6,400 5,900
$20,000–39,999 78.5 68.3 71.8 44.4 10,600 6,500 6,400
$40,000–59,999 66.8 48.9 53.1 43.0 10,700 6,000 7,000
$60,000–79,999 63.3 41.1 41.7 42.8 10,700 6,100 7,100
$80,000–99,999 63.1 39.8 41.7 42.2 11,600 6,800 7,500
$100,000 or more 56.4 32.6 37.4 33.7 11,500 6,700 7,700

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 72.2 57.9 57.9 42.9 9,700 5,700 6,800
Some postsecondary education 68.0 50.8 52.7 43.2 10,700 6,000 7,000
Bachelor’s degree or higher 62.4 40.6 47.0 37.3 11,700 7,200 7,200

Disability status
No disability reported 67.0 48.4 51.8 40.6 10,900 6,500 7,000
Some type of disability reported 61.8 42.7 47.7 36.3 10,200 5,800 7,000

See notes at end of table.

Table 4.2-A.—Percentage of dependent undergraduates receiving financial aid for postsecondary 
Table 4.2-A.—education, and among those receiving each type of aid, the average amount of aid
Table 4.2-A.—received, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 71.2 52.6 57.7 43.1 $12,900 $7,900 $7,200
Part-time 66.7 47.7 51.2 40.6 10,400 6,000 7,100
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 56.5 39.3 40.3 32.8 7,600 4,100 6,300

† Not applicable.
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

NOTE: For the 8 percent of undergraduates who attended more than one institution in 2007–08, the table includes aid received at the National 
Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS) institution, but may not include aid received at all institutions attended. Estimates include students 
enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.

5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

Average
total aid
amount

Average
grant

amount

Average
loan

amount

3 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for 
additional information.

Table 4.2-A.—Percentage of dependent undergraduates receiving financial aid for postsecondary 
Table 4.2-A.—education, and among those receiving each type of aid, the average amount of aid
Table 4.2-A.—received, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Institutional and
student characteristics

Received
any aid

Received
federal aid

Received
any grants

Received
any loans
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 Total 1.06 0.70 0.94 0.32 $150 $110 $60

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.83 0.70 0.85 0.39 110 90 80

Public 0.81 0.81 0.84 0.39 70 50 70
Private nonprofit 0.97 0.79 1.08 0.73 290 190 170

Institution type
Public 1.53 1.14 1.36 0.42 100 80 50

Less-than-2-year 4.71 3.56 3.79 4.23 570 290 470
2-year 2.58 1.70 2.19 0.67 90 80 70
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.87 0.93 1.21 1.04 150 120 110
4-year doctorate-granting 0.95 0.97 0.83 0.63 90 70 80

Private nonprofit 0.96 0.78 1.07 0.72 290 200 170
Less-than-4-year 4.55 4.74 4.67 4.60 1,210 1,280 1,100
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.04 1.27 1.38 1.31 410 250 210
4-year doctorate-granting 1.40 1.22 1.49 1.15 440 290 270

For-profit 0.45 0.66 1.98 0.68 370 120 310
Less-than-2-year 1.51 2.40 3.16 1.58 290 100 260
2 years or more 0.51 0.76 2.31 0.58 510 180 400

Attended more than one institution 1.92 2.61 1.51 2.11 270 160 100

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.70 0.48 0.61 0.28 140 90 70
Exclusively part-time 2.42 1.63 2.26 0.76 110 100 110

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 0.47 0.39 0.51 0.37 130 90 70
Full-time/part year 1.80 1.52 1.49 1.09 310 190 230
Part-time/full year 1.40 0.94 1.36 0.61 160 100 110
Part-time/part year 2.99 2.18 2.54 1.10 130 100 130

Undergraduate program
Certificate 1.93 2.03 2.08 2.00 330 90 300
Associate’s degree 1.90 1.01 1.66 0.55 170 90 170
Bachelor’s degree 0.59 0.58 0.59 0.33 110 90 70
No certificate or degree 3.24 2.22 2.65 1.23 290 200 260

Sex
Male 1.30 0.93 1.17 0.53 170 120 100
Female 0.86 0.58 0.76 0.39 160 110 70

See notes at end of table.

Table S4.2-A.—Standard errors for table 4.2-A: Percentage of dependent undergraduates receiving
Table S4.2-A.—financial aid for postsecondary education, and among those receiving each type of aid,
Table S4.2-A.—the average amount of aid received, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 
Table S4.2-A.—2007–08

Institutional and
student characteristics

Received
any aid

Received
federal aid

Received
any grants

Received
any loans

Average
total aid
amount

Average
grant

amount

Average
loan

amount
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Race/ethnicity
White 1.17 0.87 0.95 0.56 $130 $100 $80
Black 1.40 1.40 1.30 1.04 230 160 140
Hispanic 0.83 0.99 1.14 1.23 320 200 160
Asian 2.09 1.40 1.73 0.97 420 350 190
American Indian 3.70 4.70 3.64 4.10 840 690 440
Pacific Islander 4.58 4.10 4.10 3.38 860 480 670
Two or more races 1.84 1.76 1.64 1.78 410 350 320
Other 5.30 5.20 5.22 4.63 1,060 820 680

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 1.03 0.77 1.18 0.81 250 140 120
19–23 years 1.13 0.81 0.97 0.42 140 100 70
24–29 years † † † † † † †
30–39 years † † † † † † †
40 years or older † † † † † † †

Parent income level in 2006
Less than $20,000 1.13 0.81 1.25 1.04 250 150 110
$20,000–39,999 1.07 0.78 1.10 0.82 280 160 120
$40,000–59,999 1.69 1.28 1.41 0.80 260 200 160
$60,000–79,999 1.27 1.00 1.17 0.89 190 170 120
$80,000–99,999 0.98 0.78 1.02 0.77 230 240 160
$100,000 or more 1.06 0.79 0.81 0.69 160 130 120

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 1.21 0.91 1.25 0.55 200 140 120
Some postsecondary education 1.26 0.99 1.19 0.62 200 140 90
Bachelor’s degree or higher 1.03 0.68 0.85 0.48 150 110 80

Disability status
No disability reported 1.10 0.75 0.95 0.36 150 110 60
Some type of disability reported 1.23 1.03 1.24 0.89 270 200 160

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 1.03 0.83 0.92 0.53 190 140 100
Part-time 1.23 0.79 1.13 0.40 150 100 80
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 1.15 1.00 1.05 0.69 170 130 130

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S4.2-A.—Standard errors for table 4.2-A: Percentage of dependent undergraduates receiving
Table S4.2-A.—financial aid for postsecondary education, and among those receiving each type of aid,
Table S4.2-A.—the average amount of aid received, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 
Table S4.2-A.—2007–08—Continued

Institutional and
student characteristics

Received
any aid

Received
federal aid

Received
any grants

Received
any loans

Average
total aid
amount

Average
grant

amount

Average
loan

amount
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 Total 64.6 46.0 52.0 36.6 $7,100 $3,100 $7,200

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 72.8 51.7 56.5 47.1 9,200 4,600 7,600

Public 68.3 48.4 51.7 43.4 8,200 4,000 7,100
Private nonprofit 82.2 58.4 66.4 54.7 10,800 5,600 8,500

Institution type
Public 54.7 33.4 45.0 21.5 5,100 2,600 5,900

Less-than-2-year 57.5 41.8 47.1 19.5 5,100 2,900 6,000
2-year 49.4 27.3 42.3 12.8 3,300 2,000 4,400
4-year non-doctorate-granting 66.9 46.9 52.5 37.5 7,000 3,500 6,500
4-year doctorate-granting 69.4 49.7 51.1 48.2 9,200 4,500 7,500

Private nonprofit 81.9 59.1 66.1 53.9 10,600 5,500 8,500
Less-than-4-year 77.6 69.9 61.6 41.7 7,600 4,000 7,400
4-year non-doctorate-granting 82.0 60.2 66.3 54.8 10,200 5,200 8,000
4-year doctorate-granting 82.5 55.2 66.7 54.4 11,800 6,200 9,400

For-profit 96.8 93.7 74.3 92.5 10,400 3,100 8,100
Less-than-2-year 91.3 85.2 74.8 78.4 8,500 3,000 6,800
2 years or more 98.2 95.9 74.2 96.0 10,900 3,100 8,300

Attended more than one institution 70.1 51.7 54.6 44.0 7,800 3,200 7,400

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 82.2 69.5 66.4 57.1 9,400 4,100 7,900
Exclusively part-time 49.8 26.1 39.8 19.2 3,900 1,800 5,600

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 86.9 76.9 71.7 63.8 11,700 5,200 8,900
Full-time/part year 79.1 63.3 61.2 54.2 7,200 2,900 6,500
Part-time/full year 64.8 44.3 53.4 31.3 6,100 2,700 7,100
Part-time/part year 46.8 23.8 36.7 19.0 3,600 1,600 5,000

Undergraduate program
Certificate 70.2 52.7 57.6 44.6 6,900 2,500 7,000
Associate’s degree 60.5 41.9 50.3 27.2 5,300 2,400 6,200
Bachelor’s degree 76.9 59.0 58.5 55.2 9,800 4,500 8,000
No certificate or degree 33.7 10.0 29.4 8.5 3,400 1,700 6,800

Sex
Male 59.7 36.8 45.8 30.8 7,200 3,200 7,400
Female 67.7 51.7 55.9 40.2 7,100 3,100 7,100

See notes at end of table.

Table 4.2-B.—Percentage of independent undergraduates receiving financial aid for postsecondary 
Table 4.2-B.—education, and among those receiving each type of aid, the average amount of aid
Table 4.2-B.—received, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and student 
characteristics

Received 
any aid

Received 
federal aid

Received 
any grants

Received 
any loans

Average 
total aid 
amount

Average
grant

amount

Average
loan

amount
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Race/ethnicity2

White 61.6 41.5 48.1 34.7 $7,100 $3,100 $7,300
Black 75.5 59.7 63.6 47.5 7,500 3,100 7,100
Hispanic 68.1 50.7 57.7 34.6 6,700 3,100 7,000
Asian 47.5 30.1 36.8 22.5 6,600 3,300 7,300
American Indian 72.4 54.9 61.0 38.9 6,600 3,500 5,900
Pacific Islander 65.6 41.4 51.4 34.1 6,900 2,900 7,700
Two or more races 67.6 53.2 51.4 43.1 8,800 3,800 7,900
Other 70.8 48.3 55.6 38.5 6,800 2,900 6,800

Independent status
Unmarried, no dependents 62.1 44.3 46.8 37.8 7,900 3,400 7,600
Married, no dependents 58.0 33.9 40.1 30.1 6,800 3,000 7,700
Unmarried with dependents 71.7 58.2 65.8 41.5 7,100 3,200 6,700
Married with dependents 64.5 42.8 51.4 34.0 6,600 2,900 7,200

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 74.4 60.8 69.1 32.5 7,000 4,300 5,800
19–23 years 70.0 55.4 60.5 39.1 7,700 3,900 6,800
24–29 years 66.3 50.0 52.0 41.6 7,800 3,200 7,400
30–39 years 66.4 46.8 53.0 37.6 6,900 2,900 7,300
40 years or older 56.2 32.3 45.0 25.8 5,800 2,700 7,100

Income level in 20063

Less than $10,000 74.0 62.1 67.4 45.0 8,400 4,000 7,000
$10,000–19,999 71.5 60.9 62.3 45.6 7,600 3,100 6,900
$20,000–29,999 68.6 52.1 51.5 40.6 7,200 3,100 7,200
$30,000–49,999 62.9 42.2 49.3 34.9 6,500 2,500 7,300
$50,000 or more 49.7 19.0 32.4 20.9 5,400 2,400 7,900

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 67.6 49.2 55.1 38.2 6,900 3,000 7,000
Some postsecondary education 64.8 46.0 52.0 37.4 7,300 3,100 7,300
Bachelor’s degree or higher 57.7 38.0 44.6 32.3 7,500 3,400 7,600

Disability status
No disability reported 64.4 45.7 51.8 36.3 7,100 3,200 7,200
Some type of disability reported 66.6 48.3 53.9 38.7 7,200 3,100 7,100

See notes at end of table.

Received 
any loans

Table 4.2-B.—Percentage of independent undergraduates receiving financial aid for postsecondary 
Table 4.2-B.—education, and among those receiving each type of aid, the average amount of aid
Table 4.2-B.—received, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 68.4 55.3 56.6 41.0 $8,200 $3,600 $7,300
Part-time 68.4 53.3 56.1 41.8 7,800 3,500 7,300
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 61.0 38.2 47.9 31.9 6,200 2,700 7,100

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

3 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for 
additional information.

Received 
any grants

NOTE: For the 8 percent of undergraduates who attended more than one institution in 2007–08, includes aid received at the National Postsecondary 
Student Aid Study (NPSAS) institution, but may not include aid received at all institutions attended. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV 
eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

Received 
any loans

Average 
total aid 
amount

Average
grant

amount

Average
loan

amount

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.

5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

Institutional and student 
characteristics

Received 
any aid

Received 
federal aid

Table 4.2-B.—Percentage of independent undergraduates receiving financial aid for postsecondary 
Table 4.2-B.—education, and among those receiving each type of aid, the average amount of aid
Table 4.2-B.—received, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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 Total 1.42 0.95 1.06 0.35 $140 $60 $70

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.92 0.80 0.61 0.54 100 60 70

Public 0.87 0.96 0.53 0.62 100 60 80
Private nonprofit 1.37 1.09 1.32 0.95 220 140 140

Institution type
Public 1.91 1.44 1.42 0.40 110 50 80

Less-than-2-year 2.99 2.33 2.24 1.74 380 180 390
2-year 2.37 1.66 1.92 0.35 110 50 180
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.09 1.03 0.86 0.95 140 70 100
4-year doctorate-granting 1.02 1.33 0.76 1.08 170 100 120

Private nonprofit 1.30 1.05 1.30 0.88 210 140 140
Less-than-4-year 2.88 2.97 3.68 2.02 930 780 720
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.82 1.95 1.84 1.58 270 190 180
4-year doctorate-granting 1.31 2.19 1.44 1.73 330 220 270

For-profit 0.26 0.40 0.74 0.31 170 70 150
Less-than-2-year 1.15 1.49 0.99 0.99 130 100 160
2 years or more 0.19 0.29 0.88 0.23 210 80 180

Attended more than one institution 2.47 3.97 2.15 3.76 530 160 250

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.51 0.57 0.51 0.88 190 80 90
Exclusively part-time 2.02 1.58 1.60 0.78 70 30 80

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 0.43 0.87 0.67 1.04 160 70 90
Full-time/part year 1.19 1.10 1.19 1.44 210 90 170
Part-time/full year 1.30 0.90 1.21 0.52 100 40 80
Part-time/part year 2.38 2.02 1.78 1.20 80 40 100

Undergraduate program
Certificate 2.26 1.93 2.30 1.84 250 70 160
Associate’s degree 1.87 1.22 1.53 0.54 170 60 140
Bachelor’s degree 0.61 0.61 0.52 0.56 140 80 90
No certificate or degree 1.79 1.57 1.36 1.02 200 90 380

Sex
Male 1.62 0.97 1.32 0.59 160 60 120
Female 1.30 0.96 0.92 0.42 150 70 80

See notes at end of table.

Table S4.2-B.—Standard errors for table 4.2-B: Percentage of independent undergraduates receiving
Table S4.2-B.—financial aid for postsecondary education, and among those receiving each type of aid,
Table S4.2-B.—the average amount of aid received, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 
Table S4.2-B.—2007–08

Received 
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Average 
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any grants
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Race/ethnicity
White 1.60 1.11 1.08 0.66 $140 $60 $100
Black 1.81 1.90 1.51 1.42 170 90 130
Hispanic 1.09 0.94 1.17 1.27 240 110 130
Asian 2.41 1.52 1.92 1.34 350 160 300
American Indian 3.46 3.92 3.84 4.70 720 410 570
Pacific Islander 4.26 4.91 4.59 5.63 590 300 560
Two or more races 2.30 2.35 2.09 2.90 390 210 390
Other 5.87 5.60 6.40 6.29 880 580 640

Independent status
Unmarried, no dependents 1.69 1.02 1.18 0.78 170 100 90
Married, no dependents 1.20 1.23 0.84 1.17 190 90 250
Unmarried with dependents 2.11 1.84 1.87 0.91 190 70 110
Married with dependents 1.18 0.82 1.11 0.63 170 60 110

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 3.50 3.58 3.44 3.28 450 320 350
19–23 years 1.09 0.96 1.27 1.08 180 110 120
24–29 years 1.60 0.97 1.10 0.61 190 70 110
30–39 years 1.82 1.41 1.48 0.78 150 60 140
40 years or older 1.48 1.37 1.09 0.83 130 70 130

Income level in 2006
Less than $10,000 1.25 0.68 1.08 0.80 240 100 110
$10,000–19,999 1.74 1.11 1.50 0.78 210 90 100
$20,000–29,999 2.17 1.78 1.89 0.89 150 100 120
$30,000–49,999 1.74 1.44 1.27 0.89 160 60 140
$50,000 or more 1.07 0.81 0.79 0.75 110 70 210

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 1.50 1.21 1.26 0.53 130 60 70
Some postsecondary education 1.95 1.38 1.42 0.90 150 60 110
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.99 0.62 0.73 0.55 200 80 150

Disability status
No disability reported 1.33 0.87 1.02 0.31 140 60 80
Some type of disability reported 2.25 1.98 1.69 1.49 170 80 130

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 1.47 0.84 1.27 0.75 240 90 100
Part-time 1.49 0.98 1.07 0.62 170 80 120
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 1.50 1.19 1.15 0.59 110 50 90

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
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Table S4.2-B.—Standard errors for table 4.2-B: Percentage of independent undergraduates receiving
Table S4.2-B.—financial aid for postsecondary education, and among those receiving each type of aid,
Table S4.2-B.—the average amount of aid received, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 
Table S4.2-B.—2007–08—Continued
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 Total 46.9 29.0 24.1 40.5 $2,200 $1,200

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 46.7 30.6 22.7 35.7 2,300 1,200

Public 45.3 30.5 24.2 38.3 2,200 1,200
Private nonprofit 49.9 30.7 19.4 29.3 2,300 1,200

Institution type
Public 46.7 28.7 24.7 42.5 2,200 1,100

Less-than-2-year 56.1 22.4 21.5 48.8 1,400 900
2-year 48.2 26.6 25.3 47.8 2,100 1,000
4-year non-doctorate-granting 46.4 28.4 25.2 39.5 2,200 1,200
4-year doctorate-granting 44.9 31.4 23.7 37.7 2,300 1,300

Private nonprofit 49.7 30.7 19.6 29.6 2,300 1,200
Less-than-4-year 39.0 32.0 29.0 48.2 2,400 800
4-year non-doctorate-granting 54.3 29.2 16.5 30.5 1,800 1,000
4-year doctorate-granting 46.0 32.0 22.0 28.3 2,700 1,400

For-profit 46.8 25.8 27.4 49.4 1,800 1,000
Less-than-2-year 47.0 23.7 29.2 42.9 1,900 1,000
2 years or more 46.8 26.7 26.5 52.5 1,700 1,100

Attended more than one institution 43.0 30.1 27.0 39.3 2,400 1,300

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 47.6 29.7 22.7 38.2 2,100 1,000
Exclusively part-time 43.8 26.0 30.2 49.8 2,500 1,300

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 48.5 29.6 21.9 35.8 2,100 1,100
Full-time/part year 48.1 29.5 22.3 40.8 2,200 1,000
Part-time/full year 41.9 29.1 28.9 48.1 2,500 1,200
Part-time/part year 44.8 25.8 29.4 48.4 2,300 1,300

Undergraduate program
Certificate 49.1 25.3 25.6 45.3 1,900 1,000
Associate’s degree 47.8 26.9 25.2 49.0 2,100 1,000
Bachelor’s degree 46.2 30.4 23.4 36.0 2,300 1,200
No certificate or degree 46.5 28.8 24.7 34.4 2,300 1,200

Sex
Male 49.3 29.8 20.9 36.3 2,300 1,200
Female 44.7 28.3 27.0 43.8 2,100 1,100

See notes at end of table.

Table 4.3.—Percentage distribution of dependent undergraduates’ number of credit cards in own 
Table 4.3.—name, the percentage with any balance due, and the average and median monthly 
Table 4.3.—balance on all credit cards for those who carried a balance, by selected institutional and 
Table 4.3.—student characteristics: 2007–08
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Race/ethnicity2

White 47.3 30.2 22.5 37.7 $2,200 $1,200
Black 51.6 25.2 23.3 54.0 1,800 1,000
Hispanic 46.7 24.4 28.9 48.2 2,300 1,300
Asian 35.8 33.3 31.0 29.8 2,600 1,000
American Indian 49.6 26.0 24.5 45.6 2,100 1,500
Pacific Islander 41.6 27.2 31.2 41.7 2,100 1,300
Two or more races 46.6 28.1 25.3 49.9 2,100 1,000
Other 41.5 28.4 30.0 41.7 3,200 ‡

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 63.1 25.1 11.7 30.6 1,200 700
19–23 years 43.3 29.9 26.9 41.9 2,300 1,200
24–29 years † † † † † †
30–39 years † † † † † †
40 years or older † † † † † †

Parent income level in 20063

Less than $20,000 46.0 26.7 27.3 50.2 2,100 1,100
$20,000–39,999 45.5 26.9 27.6 48.6 2,200 1,200
$40,000–59,999 46.6 28.1 25.2 42.6 2,300 1,100
$60,000–79,999 45.3 29.0 25.6 41.8 2,300 1,200
$80,000–99,999 47.8 29.1 23.1 38.9 2,200 1,200
$100,000 or more 48.6 31.8 19.7 29.7 2,200 1,000

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 46.1 26.9 27.0 46.2 2,200 1,200
Some postsecondary education 44.9 28.8 26.3 46.0 2,100 1,100
Bachelor’s degree or higher 48.3 30.3 21.4 34.1 2,300 1,200

Disability status
No disability reported 46.8 28.9 24.3 40.4 2,200 1,200
Some type of disability reported 47.3 30.1 22.6 41.3 2,100 1,200

See notes at end of table.

Table 4.3.—Percentage distribution of dependent undergraduates’ number of credit cards in own 
Table 4.3.—name, the percentage with any balance due, and the average and median monthly 
Table 4.3.—balance on all credit cards for those who carried a balance, by selected institutional and 
Table 4.3.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued
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Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 55.1 27.6 17.3 30.9 1,900 1,000
Part-time 45.0 29.9 25.1 41.0 2,100 1,100
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 37.4 28.8 33.8 51.9 2,600 1,500

† Not applicable.
‡ Reporting standards not met.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.
3 Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for 
additional information.

One
Two or

more

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.

Table 4.3.—Percentage distribution of dependent undergraduates’ number of credit cards in own 
Table 4.3.—name, the percentage with any balance due, and the average and median monthly 
Table 4.3.—balance on all credit cards for those who carried a balance, by selected institutional and 
Table 4.3.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Average
monthly

balance on all
credit cards

Median
monthly

balance on all
credit cards

Number of credit cards in own name Percent
with any

balance due
Institutional and
student characteristics None



National Center for Education Statistics

 Total 0.34 0.24 0.28 0.41 $40 $50

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.49 0.35 0.37 0.55 70 50

Public 0.55 0.40 0.41 0.69 60 80
Private nonprofit 0.76 0.70 0.66 0.84 170 90

Institution type
Public 0.32 0.30 0.31 0.62 50 50

Less-than-2-year 6.87 4.00 3.58 3.59 170 160
2-year 0.59 0.55 0.49 0.91 80 40
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.64 0.70 0.64 1.42 120 80
4-year doctorate-granting 0.69 0.49 0.50 0.70 70 70

Private nonprofit 0.77 0.70 0.65 0.84 170 100
Less-than-4-year 2.32 5.49 4.60 6.56 250 200
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.23 1.12 0.88 1.47 110 50
4-year doctorate-granting 0.98 0.94 0.97 0.99 300 130

For-profit 1.54 1.64 1.61 2.31 110 140
Less-than-2-year 1.69 1.50 1.74 2.07 180 170
2 years or more 2.21 2.33 2.21 3.22 130 180

Attended more than one institution 0.80 0.77 0.66 0.96 100 80

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.39 0.29 0.29 0.42 40 50
Exclusively part-time 0.70 0.73 0.75 1.20 110 80

Attendance status
Full-time/full year 0.44 0.32 0.35 0.44 50 50
Full-time/part year 1.08 0.81 0.78 1.20 140 70
Part-time/full year 0.70 0.64 0.65 0.80 100 70
Part-time/part year 0.98 0.85 0.90 1.40 130 100

Undergraduate program
Certificate 1.47 1.29 1.53 1.88 140 60
Associate’s degree 0.53 0.46 0.44 0.83 70 60
Bachelor’s degree 0.54 0.34 0.40 0.47 60 70
No certificate or degree 1.92 1.61 1.67 3.37 260 130

Sex
Male 0.51 0.47 0.37 0.55 60 40
Female 0.37 0.34 0.39 0.52 60 60

See notes at end of table.

Table S4.3.—Standard errors for table 4.3: Percentage distribution of dependent undergraduates’ number 
Table S4.3.—of credit cards in own name, the percentage with any balance due, and the average and 
Table S4.3.—median monthly balance on all credit cards for those who carried a balance, by selected 
Table S4.3.—institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Average
monthly

balance on all
credit cards

Median
monthly

balance on all
credit cards

Number of credit cards in own name Percent
with any

balance due
Institutional and
student characteristics None One

Two or
more
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Race/ethnicity
White 0.45 0.33 0.33 0.52 $60 $40
Black 0.97 0.94 0.75 1.21 70 40
Hispanic 0.82 0.82 0.77 1.16 90 90
Asian 1.06 1.15 1.00 1.49 250 80
American Indian 4.13 3.35 3.38 4.78 190 120
Pacific Islander 3.27 3.68 3.72 4.99 270 280
Two or more races 1.97 1.85 1.50 2.63 230 190
Other 5.25 5.18 4.97 7.22 950 †

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.59 0.52 0.45 1.04 70 40
19–23 years 0.36 0.27 0.30 0.42 50 60
24–29 years † † † † † †
30–39 years † † † † † †
40 years or older † † † † † †

Parent income level in 2006
Less than $20,000 0.92 0.80 0.77 1.26 90 80
$20,000–39,999 0.70 0.61 0.67 0.93 70 90
$40,000–59,999 0.68 0.61 0.61 1.03 110 70
$60,000–79,999 0.87 0.81 0.64 1.12 80 50
$80,000–99,999 0.74 0.72 0.63 1.02 150 80
$100,000 or more 0.69 0.53 0.49 0.67 120 120

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.59 0.47 0.54 0.81 80 60
Some postsecondary education 0.54 0.49 0.52 0.74 50 70
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.52 0.44 0.36 0.55 70 40

Disability status
No disability reported 0.38 0.27 0.30 0.42 50 50
Some type of disability reported 1.02 0.95 0.81 1.30 140 90

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.50 0.40 0.48 0.74 70 20
Part-time 0.54 0.36 0.41 0.53 50 60
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.71 0.77 0.78 0.89 110 90

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S4.3.—Standard errors for table 4.3: Percentage distribution of dependent undergraduates’ number 
Table S4.3.—of credit cards in own name, the percentage with any balance due, and the average and 
Table S4.3.—median monthly balance on all credit cards for those who carried a balance, by selected 
Table S4.3.—institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Average
monthly

balance on all
credit cards

Median
monthly

balance on all
credit cards

Number of credit cards in own name Percent
with any

balance due
Institutional and
student characteristics None One

Two or
more
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 Total 25.2 42.6 32.2 29 30

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 31.1 46.7 22.2 26 24

Public 29.0 49.6 21.4 26 24
Private nonprofit 35.7 40.3 24.0 27 24

Institution type
Public 23.1 43.8 33.2 30 30

Less-than-2-year 34.2 37.7 28.1 30 30
2-year 18.6 39.5 41.8 32 34
4-year non-doctorate-granting 25.3 46.7 28.0 28 27
4-year doctorate-granting 31.1 51.1 17.8 24 22

Private nonprofit 35.5 40.2 24.3 27 25
Less-than-4-year 29.5 36.4 34.2 31 32
4-year non-doctorate-granting 33.8 37.9 28.4 28 29
4-year doctorate-granting 37.8 43.1 19.1 24 20

For-profit 27.2 34.2 38.6 32 35
Less-than-2-year 36.4 38.8 24.7 29 29
2 years or more 24.5 32.8 42.7 33 36

Attended more than one institution 23.7 46.7 29.6 29 29

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 31.1 49.6 19.3 25 24
Exclusively part-time 14.3 29.9 55.8 36 39

Sex
Male 25.9 42.0 32.1 30 30
Female 24.6 43.1 32.2 29 29

Race/ethnicity2

White 24.1 44.6 31.3 29 29
Black 25.5 35.4 39.2 32 34
Hispanic 24.8 42.7 32.5 30 30
Asian 35.8 40.3 23.9 27 25
American Indian 27.9 39.3 32.8 31 30
Pacific Islander 26.6 41.8 31.6 29 30
Two or more races 27.0 41.6 31.4 30 30
Other 18.8 44.3 37.0 30 28

See notes at end of table.

Table 5.1.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ work intensity while enrolled and among those 
Table 5.1.—who worked, the average and median hours worked per week, by selected institutional and 
Table 5.1.—student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and
student characteristics

Did not 
work Part-time

Full-time
(35 or more 

hours/week)

Average hours
worked

per week

Median hours 
worked

per week
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Dependency status
Dependent 29.8 54.7 15.5 24 21
Independent 19.9 29.1 51.0 35 39

Unmarried, no dependents 20.4 33.3 46.3 34 38
Married, no dependents 18.4 27.2 54.3 36 39
Unmarried with dependents 20.0 31.0 49.0 35 39
Married with dependents 20.1 23.6 56.3 37 39

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 39.9 49.3 10.9 22 20
19–23 years 26.9 53.9 19.2 25 24
24–29 years 18.0 34.4 47.6 34 37
30–39 years 19.1 23.4 57.5 37 39
40 years or older 22.3 19.5 58.2 38 39

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 31.5 47.9 20.6 27 25
Middle 50 percent 21.4 43.1 35.6 30 30
Highest 25 percent 26.3 36.3 37.4 31 34

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 23.1 38.1 38.8 32 34
Some postsecondary education 22.1 43.7 34.1 30 30
Bachelor’s degree or higher 28.9 46.2 24.9 27 25

Disability status
No disability reported 24.8 42.8 32.4 29 30
Some type of disability reported 28.3 41.2 30.4 29 29

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

NOTE: Excludes work study and assistantships. Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.

Part-time

Full-time
(35 or more 

hours/week)

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.

Average hours
worked

per week

Median hours 
worked

per week

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

Table 5.1.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ work intensity while enrolled and among those 
Table 5.1.—who worked, the average and median hours worked per week, by selected institutional and 
Table 5.1.—student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Institutional and
student characteristics

Did not 
work
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 Total 0.24 0.25 0.30 0.1 0.4

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.40 0.39 0.43 0.1 #

Public 0.38 0.47 0.47 0.2 #
Private nonprofit 0.85 0.66 0.71 0.3 0.5

Institution type
Public 0.23 0.30 0.32 0.1 0.1

Less-than-2-year 3.73 1.73 2.34 0.7 0.7
2-year 0.34 0.43 0.45 0.1 0.1
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.61 0.64 0.81 0.2 1.2
4-year doctorate-granting 0.43 0.69 0.60 0.2 0.9

Private nonprofit 0.83 0.66 0.70 0.3 0.7
Less-than-4-year 2.14 3.23 4.10 1.3 2.8
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.31 0.99 1.29 0.4 1.5
4-year doctorate-granting 1.01 0.93 0.92 0.4 0.7

For-profit 0.79 1.06 1.27 0.4 0.5
Less-than-2-year 1.31 1.30 0.85 0.4 0.6
2 years or more 1.04 1.28 1.65 0.5 1.4

Attended more than one institution 0.52 0.78 0.86 0.3 #

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.33 0.31 0.38 0.2 #
Exclusively part-time 0.31 0.42 0.52 0.1 #

Sex
Male 0.33 0.40 0.45 0.2 0.2
Female 0.27 0.33 0.32 0.1 0.7

Race/ethnicity
White 0.28 0.31 0.33 0.1 #
Black 0.66 0.62 0.71 0.2 0.8
Hispanic 0.60 0.58 0.75 0.2 0.1
Asian 0.81 1.04 0.86 0.4 0.4
American Indian 1.97 2.31 2.04 0.6 1.2
Pacific Islander 2.04 2.77 2.34 0.9 1.3
Two or more races 1.45 1.36 1.45 0.5 0.6
Other 2.58 4.03 3.99 1.3 2.8

See notes at end of table.

Table S5.1.—Standard errors for table 5.1: Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ work intensity 
Table S5.1.—while enrolled and among those who worked, the average and median hours worked per 
Table S5.1.—week, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and
student characteristics

Did not 
work Part-time

Full-time
(35 or more 

hours/week)

Average hours
worked

per week

Median hours 
worked

per week
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.35 0.31 0.30 0.1 0.5
Independent 0.27 0.34 0.39 0.1 #

Unmarried, no dependents 0.50 0.54 0.62 0.2 0.8
Married, no dependents 0.65 1.11 1.18 0.3 0.1
Unmarried with dependents 0.57 0.64 0.72 0.2 #
Married with dependents 0.53 0.54 0.76 0.2 0.1

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.70 0.70 0.47 0.2 #
19–23 years 0.33 0.32 0.35 0.1 #
24–29 years 0.40 0.60 0.59 0.2 1.0
30–39 years 0.54 0.60 0.70 0.2 #
40 years or older 0.67 0.81 0.92 0.3 0.3

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.40 0.45 0.39 0.2 #
Middle 50 percent 0.29 0.33 0.37 0.1 #
Highest 25 percent 0.51 0.47 0.61 0.2 0.6

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.34 0.56 0.60 0.2 0.1
Some postsecondary education 0.40 0.58 0.50 0.2 #
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.37 0.38 0.39 0.1 #

Disability status
No disability reported 0.27 0.27 0.35 0.1 0.3
Some type of disability reported 0.64 0.71 0.80 0.2 0.4

# Rounds to zero.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S5.1.—Standard errors for table 5.1: Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ work intensity 
Table S5.1.—while enrolled and among those who worked, the average and median hours worked per 
Table S5.1.—week, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Institutional and
student characteristics

Did not 
work Part-time

Full-time
(35 or more 

hours/week)

Average hours
worked

per week

Median hours 
worked

per week
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 Total 50.7 24.1 25.2

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 54.3 14.7 31.1

Public 58.2 12.7 29.0
Private nonprofit 45.3 19.0 35.7

Institution type
Public 52.3 24.6 23.1

Less-than-2-year 39.0 26.8 34.2
2-year 48.1 33.3 18.6
4-year non-doctorate-granting 57.1 17.6 25.3
4-year doctorate-granting 58.8 10.1 31.1

Private nonprofit 45.3 19.2 35.5
Less-than-4-year 45.7 24.9 29.5
4-year non-doctorate-granting 43.4 22.8 33.8
4-year doctorate-granting 47.4 14.8 37.8

For-profit 41.9 30.9 27.2
Less-than-2-year 44.8 18.7 36.4
2 years or more 41.0 34.5 24.5

Attended more than one institution 56.0 20.3 23.7

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 57.0 11.9 31.1
Exclusively part-time 39.2 46.5 14.3

Sex
Male 50.4 23.7 25.9
Female 51.0 24.4 24.6

Race/ethnicity2

White 51.9 24.0 24.1
Black 46.1 28.4 25.5
Hispanic 52.1 23.1 24.8
Asian 46.2 18.0 35.8
American Indian 44.3 27.8 27.9
Pacific Islander 48.0 25.5 26.6
Two or more races 52.2 20.8 27.0
Other 54.8 26.4 18.8

See notes at end of table.

Table 5.2.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates with respect to how they defined their primary 
Table 5.2.—role of work and study, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and
student characteristics

Student working
to meet expenses

Employee enrolled
in school Did not work
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Dependency status
Dependent 63.3 6.9 29.8
Independent 36.5 43.5 19.9

Unmarried, no dependents 43.7 35.9 20.4
Married, no dependents 34.8 46.7 18.4
Unmarried with dependents 40.5 39.5 20.0
Married with dependents 25.8 54.1 20.1

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 53.4 6.7 39.9
19–23 years 64.0 9.1 26.9
24–29 years 46.1 35.9 18.0
30–39 years 27.9 53.1 19.1
40 years or older 19.8 57.9 22.3

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 56.7 11.8 31.5
Middle 50 percent 53.2 25.5 21.4
Highest 25 percent 39.5 34.2 26.3

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 46.4 30.5 23.1
Some postsecondary education 53.1 24.8 22.1
Bachelor’s degree or higher 53.1 18.0 28.9

Disability status
No disability reported 50.8 24.4 24.8
Some type of disability reported 49.9 21.8 28.3

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work † † 100.0
Part-time 86.4 13.6 †
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 43.1 56.9 †

† Not applicable.
1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

Table 5.2.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates with respect to how they defined their primary 
Table 5.2.—role of work and study, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
Table 5.2.——Continued

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed.

Institutional and
student characteristics

Student working
to meet expenses

Employee enrolled
in school Did not work

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.
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 Total 0.24 0.29 0.24

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.38 0.43 0.40

Public 0.48 0.47 0.38
Private nonprofit 0.64 0.79 0.85

Institution type
Public 0.31 0.34 0.23

Less-than-2-year 2.39 2.16 3.73
2-year 0.44 0.43 0.34
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.62 0.64 0.61
4-year doctorate-granting 0.70 0.63 0.43

Private nonprofit 0.63 0.78 0.83
Less-than-4-year 2.79 3.53 2.14
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.06 1.42 1.31
4-year doctorate-granting 0.86 0.79 1.01

For-profit 0.99 1.01 0.79
Less-than-2-year 1.16 0.70 1.31
2 years or more 1.23 1.31 1.04

Attended more than one institution 0.78 0.84 0.52

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.29 0.32 0.33
Exclusively part-time 0.46 0.59 0.31

Sex
Male 0.35 0.39 0.33
Female 0.31 0.33 0.27

Race/ethnicity
White 0.33 0.34 0.28
Black 0.71 0.64 0.66
Hispanic 0.56 0.64 0.60
Asian 0.90 0.73 0.81
American Indian 2.29 2.48 1.97
Pacific Islander 2.81 2.25 2.04
Two or more races 1.36 1.49 1.45
Other 4.27 3.86 2.58

See notes at end of table.

Table S5.2.—Standard errors for table 5.2: Percentage distribution of undergraduates with respect to
Table S5.2.—how they defined their primary role of work and study, by selected institutional and student 
Table S5.2.—characteristics: 2007–08

Institutional and
student characteristics

Student working
to meet expenses

Employee enrolled
in school Did not work
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.28 0.23 0.35
Independent 0.35 0.40 0.27

Unmarried, no dependents 0.67 0.68 0.50
Married, no dependents 0.91 0.98 0.65
Unmarried with dependents 0.69 0.70 0.57
Married with dependents 0.57 0.75 0.53

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.68 0.49 0.70
19–23 years 0.26 0.25 0.33
24–29 years 0.58 0.55 0.40
30–39 years 0.69 0.71 0.54
40 years or older 0.63 0.80 0.67

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.45 0.37 0.40
Middle 50 percent 0.32 0.34 0.29
Highest 25 percent 0.52 0.68 0.51

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.48 0.49 0.34
Some postsecondary education 0.44 0.44 0.40
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.37 0.35 0.37

Disability status
No disability reported 0.25 0.31 0.27
Some type of disability reported 0.71 0.60 0.64

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work † † †
Part-time 0.29 0.29 †
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.48 0.48 †

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S5.2.—Standard errors for table 5.2: Percentage distribution of undergraduates with respect to
Table S5.2.—how they defined their primary role of work and study, by selected institutional and student 
Table S5.2.—characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

Institutional and
student characteristics

Student working
to meet expenses

Employee enrolled
in school Did not work
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 Total 57.6 20.4 22.0 17 9

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 47.5 22.8 29.7 16 8

Public 50.2 22.1 27.7 16 8
Private nonprofit 41.5 24.5 34.0 16 8

Institution type
Public 59.3 20.0 20.7 17 9

Less-than-2-year 69.9 17.2 12.9 18 9
2-year 65.8 18.6 15.6 18 9
4-year non-doctorate-granting 55.6 20.4 24.0 16 9
4-year doctorate-granting 47.2 23.0 29.8 15 7

Private nonprofit 42.3 24.2 33.5 16 8
Less-than-4-year 67.7 16.6 15.7 19 9
4-year non-doctorate-granting 43.7 23.5 32.7 16 9
4-year doctorate-granting 39.0 25.5 35.5 15 7

For-profit 71.7 16.2 12.2 19 10
Less-than-2-year 72.3 15.5 12.1 22 10
2 years or more 71.5 16.4 12.2 19 10

Attended more than one institution 52.6 22.3 25.0 17 9

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 53.5 21.1 25.3 17 9
Exclusively part-time 65.0 19.1 15.9 17 9

Sex
Male 59.0 20.7 20.2 16 9
Female 56.5 20.2 23.3 17 9

Race/ethnicity2

White 54.5 21.4 24.1 15 8
Black 61.3 19.6 19.1 20 10
Hispanic 65.1 17.8 17.1 19 10
Asian 62.0 19.4 18.6 20 9
American Indian 63.8 19.1 17.1 18 11
Pacific Islander 61.1 19.1 19.8 16 9
Two or more races 54.5 20.8 24.7 18 9
Other 69.2 12.4 18.4 15 8

See notes at end of table.

Table 5.3.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ number of community service activities and 
Table 5.3.—among those who had an activity, the average and median hours worked per month in 
Table 5.3.—community service, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08

Had no 
community 

service activity
One

activity
Two or more 

activities

Average
hours per

month

Median
hours per

month
Institutional and
student characteristics

Number of community service activities



National Center for Education Statistics

Dependency status
Dependent 52.1 21.2 26.8 16 8
Independent 63.7 19.6 16.6 17 9

Unmarried, no dependents 66.3 18.8 15.0 17 9
Married, no dependents 61.7 21.0 17.3 16 9
Unmarried with dependents 65.9 18.8 15.3 20 9
Married with dependents 60.0 20.6 19.4 17 9

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 48.3 22.4 29.3 18 8
19–23 years 54.5 20.5 25.0 16 9
24–29 years 68.5 17.2 14.3 18 9
30–39 years 65.1 19.1 15.9 18 9
40 years or older 53.9 25.3 20.9 17 9

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 63.0 18.5 18.5 20 10
Middle 50 percent 58.9 19.8 21.3 17 9
Highest 25 percent 49.2 23.7 27.1 15 7

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 63.4 19.0 17.5 18 9
Some postsecondary education 58.5 20.2 21.3 17 9
Bachelor’s degree or higher 50.8 22.1 27.1 16 8

Disability status
No disability reported 57.7 20.4 21.9 17 9
Some type of disability reported 56.9 20.5 22.7 18 9

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 54.4 21.3 24.3 17 9
Part-time 55.5 20.6 24.0 17 9
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 62.8 19.6 17.6 17 9

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

Table 5.3.—Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ number of community service activities and 
Table 5.3.—among those who had an activity, the average and median hours worked per month in 
Table 5.3.—community service, by selected institutional and student characteristics: 2007–08
Table 5.3.——Continued

Institutional and
student characteristics

Had no 
community 

service activity
One

activity
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 Total 0.28 0.20 0.21 0.2 #

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.34 0.25 0.29 0.2 0.1

Public 0.39 0.29 0.30 0.3 0.1
Private nonprofit 0.79 0.57 0.68 0.4 0.5

Institution type
Public 0.30 0.24 0.21 0.2 0.1

Less-than-2-year 3.14 1.32 1.93 1.0 0.7
2-year 0.40 0.36 0.29 0.3 0.1
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.66 0.40 0.57 0.5 #
4-year doctorate-granting 0.50 0.42 0.37 0.3 0.4

Private nonprofit 0.79 0.55 0.68 0.3 0.4
Less-than-4-year 2.76 1.71 1.69 2.4 1.3
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.10 0.78 0.89 0.5 0.7
4-year doctorate-granting 1.16 0.80 1.07 0.6 0.4

For-profit 1.02 0.70 0.73 0.9 0.4
Less-than-2-year 0.82 0.63 0.56 1.1 0.3
2 years or more 1.33 0.89 0.94 1.1 0.6

Attended more than one institution 0.63 0.48 0.58 0.4 #

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.27 0.21 0.25 0.2 0.1
Exclusively part-time 0.48 0.41 0.30 0.3 #

Sex
Male 0.39 0.29 0.31 0.3 0.5
Female 0.33 0.28 0.26 0.2 #

Race/ethnicity
White 0.44 0.31 0.29 0.2 #
Black 0.62 0.58 0.41 0.5 #
Hispanic 0.51 0.42 0.38 0.5 0.6
Asian 0.91 0.83 0.69 0.9 0.6
American Indian 2.89 2.01 2.01 1.6 1.1
Pacific Islander 2.39 2.06 2.02 2.6 1.2
Two or more races 1.43 1.12 1.07 1.1 0.6
Other 3.41 2.44 2.87 2.4 2.1

See notes at end of table.

Table S5.3.—Standard errors for table 5.3: Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ number of 
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.32 0.25 0.27 0.2 0.7
Independent 0.46 0.32 0.31 0.3 #

Unmarried, no dependents 0.66 0.47 0.47 0.5 0.1
Married, no dependents 1.02 0.74 0.73 0.8 0.5
Unmarried with dependents 0.69 0.54 0.54 0.6 0.8
Married with dependents 0.75 0.57 0.50 0.5 0.4

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.74 0.62 0.65 0.6 0.7
19–23 years 0.33 0.25 0.27 0.2 0.4
24–29 years 0.71 0.51 0.44 0.5 0.2
30–39 years 0.64 0.54 0.48 0.7 #
40 years or older 0.89 0.78 0.60 0.6 0.4

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.40 0.34 0.37 0.4 #
Middle 50 percent 0.39 0.30 0.27 0.2 0.1
Highest 25 percent 0.53 0.41 0.40 0.3 0.2

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.39 0.30 0.29 0.3 0.2
Some postsecondary education 0.48 0.39 0.39 0.3 #
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.43 0.32 0.33 0.3 0.2

Disability status
No disability reported 0.31 0.22 0.24 0.2 0.1
Some type of disability reported 0.73 0.50 0.60 0.5 0.2

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.42 0.40 0.38 0.3 0.4
Part-time 0.38 0.27 0.30 0.2 0.1
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.48 0.39 0.29 0.3 #

# Rounds to zero.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S5.3.—Standard errors for table 5.3: Percentage distribution of undergraduates’ number of 
Table S5.3.—community service activities and among those who had an activity, the average and 
Table S5.3.—median hours worked per month in community service, by selected institutional and 
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 Total 22.1 23.7 12.6 15.5 24.5 35.2 27.3 31.0

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 25.1 25.6 13.8 15.6 27.9 34.2 30.0 30.7

Public 24.8 25.8 12.5 16.3 27.5 32.7 29.2 31.9
Private nonprofit 25.7 25.3 16.4 14.4 28.7 36.9 31.4 28.5

Institution type
Public 21.5 23.6 11.7 15.5 23.4 34.6 26.7 32.0

Less-than-2-year 11.4 17.7 13.7 19.8 14.6 33.6 19.6 39.5
2-year 18.0 21.3 10.9 14.6 19.1 36.7 24.1 32.0
4-year non-doctorate-granting 24.6 25.1 11.6 16.1 26.0 34.0 28.7 31.2
4-year doctorate-granting 24.9 26.1 13.0 16.3 28.2 32.2 29.4 32.2

Private nonprofit 25.6 25.2 16.3 14.5 28.5 36.8 31.4 28.5
Less-than-4-year 19.4 20.8 12.5 18.6 19.1 29.3 26.2 32.0
4-year non-doctorate-granting 24.9 24.6 16.1 13.2 29.0 39.7 31.6 28.6
4-year doctorate-granting 26.5 26.0 16.6 15.7 28.3 34.1 31.3 28.3

For-profit 14.7 22.2 11.2 15.8 22.9 36.0 22.6 28.5
Less-than-2-year 18.0 19.9 10.6 17.0 21.9 30.7 22.6 31.3
2 years or more 13.8 22.9 11.4 15.4 23.2 37.5 22.6 27.7

Attended more than one institution 24.5 22.4 12.5 18.0 25.3 35.7 26.9 30.5

Attendance intensity
Any full-time2 24.0 24.9 13.2 16.0 26.6 34.2 29.0 30.4
Exclusively part-time 17.3 20.8 11.2 14.4 19.3 37.6 23.4 32.4

Sex
Male 18.8 21.5 12.6 12.4 28.4 34.3 27.7 30.7
Female 24.4 25.3 12.6 17.7 21.7 35.8 27.1 31.2

Race/ethnicity3

White 21.2 24.6 12.3 14.8 25.5 35.3 28.1 31.6
Black 23.3 20.8 14.1 17.1 22.4 39.4 26.7 28.3
Hispanic 23.5 22.6 11.9 15.1 22.0 33.1 26.0 30.3
Asian 25.3 21.8 13.3 20.1 21.7 30.6 23.6 31.6
American Indian 24.4 25.2 16.3 15.3 21.7 36.6 18.2 32.9
Pacific Islander 25.5 23.0 16.0 15.4 28.1 31.9 23.4 25.3
Two or more races 24.0 24.6 12.6 19.6 26.7 31.3 27.2 33.2
Other 16.9 ! 31.1 19.7 ! 21.0 26.0 27.8 26.2 29.2

See notes at end of table.
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Dependency status
Dependent 24.5 25.6 13.2 15.7 27.9 33.3 30.6 30.4
Independent 18.5 20.9 11.7 15.2 19.4 38.1 22.5 31.9

Unmarried, no dependents 18.5 20.4 12.4 16.9 20.1 33.0 20.3 34.2
Married, no dependents 17.0 20.2 12.2 15.3 19.8 40.4 19.4 33.3
Unmarried with dependents 19.2 20.7 12.4 15.9 18.1 37.0 23.7 30.4
Married with dependents 18.5 21.7 10.4 13.1 19.7 42.7 25.1 30.2

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 23.2 24.4 13.5 14.4 29.2 36.7 31.1 30.7
19–23 years 24.8 25.5 12.9 16.1 27.1 32.7 29.8 30.4
24–29 years 17.7 21.1 12.2 17.0 19.3 35.6 21.6 32.7
30–39 years 17.3 21.0 11.3 15.2 19.3 37.2 23.9 30.9
40 years or older 17.4 20.0 11.9 12.8 18.0 43.0 21.4 32.3

Income4

Lowest 25 percent 24.9 22.4 12.8 16.5 24.2 34.2 25.2 30.8
Middle 50 percent 21.3 23.7 12.3 15.8 23.7 36.2 27.6 30.9
Highest 25 percent 21.2 24.8 12.9 14.3 26.0 34.3 28.5 31.3

Parents’ education5

High school diploma or less 21.1 22.2 11.8 15.5 21.5 36.2 25.0 30.7
Some postsecondary education 20.8 23.9 11.6 15.3 23.8 35.1 27.3 31.7
Bachelor’s degree or higher 23.6 24.7 13.9 15.6 27.0 34.7 29.3 30.7

Disability status
No disability reported 22.1 23.8 12.4 15.6 24.5 35.3 27.2 30.5
Some type of disability reported 21.9 23.1 14.1 15.2 24.5 34.3 28.1 35.0

Work intensity while enrolled6

Did not work 22.9 23.5 13.0 15.3 27.5 33.7 27.9 32.6
Part-time 24.1 24.8 13.0 16.5 24.7 35.2 28.6 30.1
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 18.1 22.1 11.6 14.2 21.3 36.6 24.8 30.9

! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).

2 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

5 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

4 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

6 Excludes work study and assistantships.

Table 5.4.—Percentage of undergraduates who performed various types of community service activities, 
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 Total 0.28 0.29 0.21 0.23 0.27 0.31 0.30 0.33

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.35 0.37 0.28 0.31 0.36 0.40 0.42 0.41

Public 0.40 0.39 0.32 0.38 0.43 0.45 0.46 0.46
Private nonprofit 0.73 0.75 0.58 0.54 0.76 0.87 0.78 0.78

Institution type
Public 0.32 0.32 0.27 0.29 0.33 0.38 0.38 0.41

Less-than-2-year 1.28 1.88 2.93 2.15 1.89 4.41 1.97 4.19
2-year 0.55 0.55 0.43 0.43 0.51 0.59 0.60 0.65
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.74 0.77 0.66 0.60 0.75 0.78 0.72 0.85
4-year doctorate-granting 0.51 0.45 0.42 0.45 0.52 0.58 0.58 0.54

Private nonprofit 0.71 0.75 0.57 0.53 0.75 0.86 0.77 0.77
Less-than-4-year 2.27 2.26 3.09 2.66 2.62 3.50 1.39 4.15
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.07 1.00 0.77 0.88 1.06 1.34 1.04 1.15
4-year doctorate-granting 1.02 1.07 0.85 0.66 1.17 1.08 1.24 0.96

For-profit 1.39 1.36 1.17 1.00 1.42 1.46 1.62 1.51
Less-than-2-year 1.10 1.26 1.11 1.31 1.25 1.70 1.34 1.50
2 years or more 1.71 1.73 1.45 1.23 1.82 1.89 2.05 1.88

Attended more than one institution 0.77 0.74 0.47 0.59 0.68 0.91 0.74 0.76

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.30 0.35 0.24 0.29 0.31 0.37 0.33 0.37
Exclusively part-time 0.57 0.56 0.44 0.47 0.52 0.77 0.65 0.70

Sex
Male 0.40 0.40 0.33 0.34 0.48 0.51 0.43 0.55
Female 0.30 0.40 0.29 0.30 0.34 0.47 0.42 0.42

Race/ethnicity
White 0.29 0.37 0.26 0.30 0.34 0.42 0.36 0.40
Black 0.82 0.85 0.61 0.73 0.75 1.00 0.86 0.91
Hispanic 0.81 0.78 0.64 0.71 0.75 0.92 0.87 1.08
Asian 1.13 1.21 1.02 1.05 1.46 1.51 1.48 1.48
American Indian 3.36 3.30 2.92 2.67 3.81 4.37 2.52 3.54
Pacific Islander 3.87 2.60 2.88 3.07 3.65 4.31 3.38 5.24
Two or more races 1.61 1.69 1.21 1.73 1.74 1.78 1.63 2.02
Other 5.33 7.28 6.69 5.68 6.06 5.95 5.98 6.17

See notes at end of table.

Table S5.4.—Standard errors for table 5.4: Percentage of undergraduates who performed various types
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.35 0.40 0.26 0.32 0.34 0.43 0.38 0.41
Independent 0.50 0.47 0.39 0.36 0.44 0.63 0.49 0.55

Unmarried, no dependents 0.74 0.81 0.61 0.67 0.90 0.75 0.91 1.03
Married, no dependents 1.07 1.12 0.94 1.03 1.20 1.49 1.17 1.60
Unmarried with dependents 1.04 0.97 0.80 0.85 0.93 1.31 0.93 1.12
Married with dependents 0.67 0.81 0.63 0.59 0.77 1.13 1.02 1.07

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.86 0.83 0.62 0.77 0.89 0.87 0.89 0.92
19–23 years 0.38 0.37 0.28 0.30 0.35 0.44 0.40 0.44
24–29 years 0.87 0.76 0.66 0.79 0.70 1.02 0.82 0.88
30–39 years 0.82 0.98 0.59 0.65 0.97 1.14 1.04 1.01
40 years or older 0.83 0.81 0.70 0.71 0.86 1.33 1.06 1.48

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.54 0.55 0.47 0.49 0.54 0.68 0.60 0.62
Middle 50 percent 0.42 0.40 0.32 0.33 0.52 0.45 0.41 0.46
Highest 25 percent 0.48 0.49 0.40 0.43 0.63 0.59 0.63 0.63

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.50 0.48 0.42 0.48 0.47 0.59 0.51 0.58
Some postsecondary education 0.61 0.61 0.45 0.48 0.61 0.61 0.53 0.58
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.41 0.48 0.32 0.36 0.41 0.48 0.53 0.48

Disability status
No disability reported 0.28 0.30 0.24 0.25 0.29 0.32 0.33 0.34
Some type of disability reported 0.82 0.83 0.70 0.76 0.85 0.95 0.89 0.97

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.49 0.58 0.39 0.53 0.55 0.66 0.58 0.64
Part-time 0.45 0.46 0.29 0.35 0.40 0.43 0.41 0.45
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.51 0.56 0.41 0.46 0.59 0.69 0.63 0.60

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
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 Total 81.8 59.6

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 82.0 58.5

Public 82.4 58.9
Private nonprofit 80.9 57.6

Institution type
Public 81.9 59.9

Less-than-2-year 81.3 60.2
2-year 81.5 60.6
4-year non-doctorate-granting 81.7 58.9
4-year doctorate-granting 82.8 59.0

Private nonprofit 80.9 57.7
Less-than-4-year 80.9 61.8
4-year non-doctorate-granting 81.5 60.2
4-year doctorate-granting 80.3 54.7

For-profit 81.6 61.1
Less-than-2-year 77.1 51.0
2 years or more 82.8 64.0

Attended more than one institution 82.6 59.2

Attendance intensity
Any full-time2 79.8 54.1
Exclusively part-time 85.4 69.7

Sex
Male 81.5 58.3
Female 82.0 60.7

Race/ethnicity3

White 82.9 61.9
Black 85.9 61.7
Hispanic 77.8 53.0
Asian 67.2 42.6
American Indian 82.1 57.8
Pacific Islander 73.4 46.9
Two or more races 81.1 59.1
Other 78.7 55.5

See notes at end of table.

Table 5.5.—Among U.S. citizens, percentage of undergraduates who reported having registered to vote 
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Dependency status
Dependent 76.0 46.0
Independent 88.4 75.1

Unmarried, no dependents 87.5 73.5
Married, no dependents 88.1 75.5
Unmarried with dependents 86.1 68.9
Married with dependents 91.5 82.3

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 63.5 20.0
19–23 years 78.8 51.6
24–29 years 86.2 70.9
30–39 years 89.9 80.4
40 years or older 96.1 91.4

Income4

Lowest 25 percent 78.0 50.9
Middle 50 percent 81.6 60.1
Highest 25 percent 86.1 67.4

Parents’ education5

High school diploma or less 81.6 60.3
Some postsecondary education 81.9 59.8
Bachelor’s degree or higher 82.2 59.6

Disability status
No disability reported 81.7 59.2
Some type of disability reported 82.6 62.9

Work intensity while enrolled6

Did not work 78.2 51.9
Part-time 80.3 55.9
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 86.5 70.5

1 Interviews were conducted prior to the November 2008 presidential election.
2 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

5 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
6 Excludes work study and assistantships.
NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

4 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

3 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 
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 Total 0.20 0.32

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.34 0.63

Public 0.35 0.67
Private nonprofit 0.58 0.85

Institution type
Public 0.21 0.32

Less-than-2-year 1.84 2.41
2-year 0.32 0.46
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.50 0.66
4-year doctorate-granting 0.48 0.91

Private nonprofit 0.56 0.83
Less-than-4-year 2.68 3.75
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.74 1.12
4-year doctorate-granting 0.81 1.12

For-profit 0.80 1.05
Less-than-2-year 1.03 0.99
2 years or more 0.95 1.35

Attended more than one institution 0.46 0.64

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.32 0.49
Exclusively part-time 0.32 0.41

Sex
Male 0.31 0.41
Female 0.23 0.36

Race/ethnicity
White 0.25 0.37
Black 0.45 0.74
Hispanic 0.51 0.63
Asian 1.04 1.00
American Indian 1.53 1.96
Pacific Islander 2.42 3.09
Two or more races 1.17 1.75
Other 3.46 4.30

See notes at end of table.
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.28 0.48
Independent 0.23 0.33

Unmarried, no dependents 0.39 0.54
Married, no dependents 0.80 0.90
Unmarried with dependents 0.48 0.62
Married with dependents 0.42 0.65

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.66 0.61
19–23 years 0.30 0.43
24–29 years 0.48 0.55
30–39 years 0.49 0.66
40 years or older 0.28 0.46

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.37 0.53
Middle 50 percent 0.26 0.35
Highest 25 percent 0.44 0.64

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.31 0.43
Some postsecondary education 0.35 0.46
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.41 0.60

Disability status
No disability reported 0.21 0.35
Some type of disability reported 0.54 0.73

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.42 0.59
Part-time 0.31 0.42
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.31 0.39

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
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 Total 10.8 2.7 6.0 0.7 15.4 8.8 19.2 24.1 5.8 17.3

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 9.1 2.9 6.0 0.6 12.6 9.2 22.6 26.4 5.2 14.5

Public 9.1 3.3 6.2 0.5 ! 11.7 8.6 21.6 27.0 5.5 15.5
Private nonprofit 9.1 2.1 5.7 0.8 ! 14.6 10.4 24.9 25.0 4.4 12.1

Institution type
Public 10.8 2.7 6.3 0.8 14.9 8.7 19.2 23.5 6.0 17.9

Less-than-2-year 19.3 1.8 ! 4.1 ! ‡ 15.0 15.9 11.8 22.8 3.5 22.9
2-year 12.0 2.3 6.4 0.9 16.7 8.6 18.0 21.6 6.4 19.1
4-year non-doctorate-granting 9.6 4.1 6.3 0.6 ! 14.7 8.8 19.6 24.3 6.2 15.4
4-year doctorate-granting 8.9 2.9 6.1 0.4 ! 9.9 8.5 22.8 28.5 5.1 15.6

Private nonprofit 9.2 2.1 6.0 0.8 ! 14.6 10.0 25.2 24.7 4.4 12.2
Less-than-4-year 12.5 3.0 ! ‡ ‡ 16.2 1.7 ! 31.0 16.8 ‡ 13.3
4-year non-doctorate-granting 9.5 2.2 6.2 ! ‡ 16.6 9.2 24.8 25.4 3.5 11.3
4-year doctorate-granting 8.7 1.9 ! 5.0 1.0 ! 12.1 11.8 25.1 24.6 5.5 13.1

For-profit 13.3 3.4 4.4 0.2 ! 20.4 8.8 13.4 24.7 5.3 19.5
Less-than-2-year 13.4 2.2 3.6 ‡ 12.8 11.1 29.6 23.7 4.5 11.8
2 years or more 13.2 3.7 4.7 ! ‡ 22.7 8.1 8.5 25.0 5.5 ! 21.8

Attended more than one institution 10.9 2.7 5.9 0.4 ! 13.6 8.3 17.9 27.4 6.9 16.9

Attendance intensity
Any full-time3 10.4 2.9 6.0 0.7 14.0 9.4 20.1 24.3 5.6 17.0
Exclusively part-time 11.7 2.4 6.1 0.7 17.5 7.9 17.7 23.7 6.1 17.9

Sex
Male 10.7 2.9 6.5 0.8 14.3 9.8 22.5 20.6 5.5 17.2
Female 10.9 2.6 5.7 0.6 16.2 8.1 16.7 26.7 6.1 17.4

Race/ethnicity4

White 11.6 2.3 6.5 0.4 14.6 9.3 20.9 24.5 5.4 16.2
Black 9.8 3.3 4.6 1.2 ! 19.6 8.1 13.2 22.8 5.9 21.3
Hispanic 9.4 3.0 5.0 1.1 ! 16.3 9.4 16.7 23.2 7.6 17.7
Asian 7.9 4.3 ! 8.0 3.4 ! 13.5 4.6 14.1 25.1 6.8 20.1
American Indian 10.0 ‡ ‡ ‡ 8.6 ! ‡ 31.0 26.6 ‡ 16.5 !
Pacific Islander 7.8 ‡ ‡ † 14.2 ! 19.4 ! 17.5 ! 9.0 ! ‡ 21.2 !
Two or more races 13.2 5.5 ! 3.2 ! † 16.7 5.6 17.1 24.0 6.9 21.1
Other 11.1 † ‡ † ‡ ‡ 42.1 ! 32.6 ! ‡ ‡

See notes at end of table.

Table 6.1.—Percentage of undergraduates who reported some type of disability and among those who 
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Dependency status
Dependent 9.6 2.8 4.9 0.8 11.2 10.5 24.7 23.7 5.7 15.8
Independent 12.2 2.6 7.1 0.5 19.0 7.4 14.3 24.4 5.9 18.7

Unmarried, no dependents 13.9 2.8 6.8 0.9 ! 17.9 7.4 15.0 26.5 5.6 17.1
Married, no dependents 11.7 1.9 ! 9.5 ‡ 20.1 6.8 12.4 27.3 5.9 15.8
Unmarried with dependents 11.3 1.6 6.7 0.4 ! 18.0 7.8 14.7 24.1 4.8 21.8
Married with dependents 11.5 3.6 6.6 0.3 ! 21.0 7.4 13.9 20.4 7.5 19.4

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 9.8 2.1 5.6 ‡ 11.5 11.4 24.0 23.1 4.5 16.9
19–23 years 9.8 2.7 4.9 0.8 11.2 10.3 23.3 25.2 5.5 16.0
24–29 years 12.6 2.1 7.5 0.5 ! 16.6 7.2 17.2 25.1 5.2 18.6
30–39 years 11.1 3.7 7.3 0.6 ! 18.8 6.6 13.3 22.9 6.7 20.0
40 years or older 13.5 3.0 6.6 ‡ 27.2 6.6 10.4 20.3 7.9 17.6

Income5

Lowest 25 percent 11.7 3.3 6.1 1.1 15.3 9.2 16.4 26.8 5.8 16.0
Middle 50 percent 10.7 2.4 5.9 0.7 15.2 9.2 18.7 24.1 5.9 18.0
Highest 25 percent 10.2 2.7 6.3 ‡ 15.8 7.6 23.3 20.8 5.7 17.5

Parents’ education6

High school diploma or less 10.7 3.5 6.0 0.8 18.3 7.7 16.1 21.8 6.9 18.8
Some postsecondary education 10.8 2.3 6.5 0.4 ! 16.2 9.6 16.3 24.3 5.9 18.5
Bachelor’s degree or higher 10.8 2.3 5.8 0.8 12.4 9.6 23.7 26.3 4.6 14.5

Work intensity while enrolled7

Did not work 12.2 2.9 5.6 0.8 ! 17.0 8.1 19.2 24.8 5.4 16.2
Part-time 10.5 2.2 5.8 0.6 12.2 9.5 20.5 26.1 6.2 16.9
Full-time (35 or more

hours/week) 10.2 3.2 6.8 0.7 18.1 8.6 17.3 20.6 5.8 18.8

† Not applicable.
! Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).
‡ Reporting standards not met.

2 Respondent reported a disability other than those listed.
3 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

6 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
7 Excludes work study and assistantships.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table 6.1.—Percentage of undergraduates who reported some type of disability and among those who 
Table 6.1.—did, the percentage distribution, by type of disability and selected institutional and student 
Table 6.1.—characteristics: 2007–08—Continued

5 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the 
year used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

4 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 

1 Includes students who reported having a “long-lasting” condition such as blindness, deafness, or a severe vision or hearing impairment; a condition 
that limits “one or more of the basic physical activities such as walking, climbing stairs, reaching, lifting, or carrying;” or who responded they had any 
other physical, mental, or emotional condition that lasted 6 or more months and who had difficulty doing one of the following five activities: getting to 
school, getting around campus, learning, dressing, or working at a job.
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 Total 0.18 0.22 0.35 0.11 0.56 0.43 0.76 0.80 0.33 0.57

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.20 0.35 0.57 0.16 0.71 0.62 1.01 0.96 0.45 0.82

Public 0.21 0.45 0.55 0.17 0.79 0.65 0.98 1.20 0.58 1.04
Private nonprofit 0.42 0.41 1.29 0.37 1.51 1.26 2.16 1.72 0.67 1.15

Institution type
Public 0.18 0.27 0.42 0.15 0.61 0.54 0.82 0.86 0.39 0.69

Less-than-2-year 3.39 0.81 1.82 † 3.68 2.64 2.39 3.62 0.99 4.50
2-year 0.26 0.38 0.59 0.22 0.90 0.74 1.02 1.14 0.53 0.93
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.40 0.74 1.10 0.31 1.54 1.02 1.57 2.18 1.24 1.95
4-year doctorate-granting 0.28 0.54 0.64 0.21 0.83 0.83 1.14 1.59 0.65 1.05

Private nonprofit 0.41 0.40 1.26 0.35 1.43 1.20 2.12 1.66 0.65 1.11
Less-than-4-year 1.66 1.28 † † 2.24 0.74 7.95 3.64 † 2.97
4-year non-doctorate-granting 0.61 0.56 2.17 † 2.10 1.88 3.57 2.97 0.85 1.55
4-year doctorate-granting 0.49 0.62 1.03 0.49 1.92 1.57 2.17 1.85 1.23 1.52

For-profit 0.93 0.75 1.15 0.09 2.48 1.45 1.38 2.86 1.39 2.62
Less-than-2-year 0.51 0.62 1.07 † 1.04 1.34 1.85 1.76 1.29 1.42
2 years or more 1.23 0.96 1.46 † 3.32 1.80 1.52 3.76 1.75 3.27

Attended more than one institution 0.41 0.56 0.77 0.17 1.23 1.02 1.27 1.83 0.92 1.28

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.21 0.27 0.42 0.14 0.63 0.48 0.83 0.73 0.41 0.70
Exclusively part-time 0.32 0.40 0.55 0.18 0.97 0.71 1.02 1.37 0.55 0.96

Sex
Male 0.27 0.33 0.62 0.19 0.73 0.68 1.16 0.93 0.51 0.87
Female 0.20 0.29 0.43 0.13 0.79 0.51 0.72 1.03 0.52 0.68

Race/ethnicity
White 0.22 0.25 0.45 0.09 0.67 0.53 0.85 0.84 0.43 0.67
Black 0.42 0.85 0.89 0.42 1.50 1.03 1.72 2.14 0.87 1.59
Hispanic 0.36 0.67 0.82 0.40 1.52 1.30 1.37 1.72 1.03 1.37
Asian 0.58 1.43 1.80 1.64 2.32 1.35 2.84 3.22 1.57 2.79
American Indian 1.30 † † † 3.52 † 6.89 6.52 † 6.73
Pacific Islander 1.30 † † † 6.61 8.56 5.77 4.49 † 7.50
Two or more races 0.96 2.25 1.08 † 3.61 1.63 3.37 4.04 1.82 3.32
Other 2.62 † † † † † 13.41 13.37 † †

See notes at end of table.
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.20 0.31 0.38 0.17 0.58 0.55 0.88 0.93 0.38 0.68
Independent 0.27 0.31 0.55 0.13 0.83 0.57 0.92 1.05 0.56 0.85

Unmarried, no dependents 0.46 0.57 0.99 0.31 1.17 0.87 1.22 1.66 0.95 1.28
Married, no dependents 0.72 0.75 1.88 † 2.41 1.40 1.60 2.57 1.19 2.20
Unmarried with dependents 0.51 0.39 1.04 0.17 1.47 1.15 1.23 1.68 0.87 1.56
Married with dependents 0.46 0.76 0.98 0.11 1.81 1.01 1.58 1.82 0.98 1.30

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.47 0.62 0.91 † 1.32 1.59 2.33 1.76 0.90 1.75
19–23 years 0.21 0.30 0.40 0.17 0.60 0.59 0.88 0.93 0.38 0.78
24–29 years 0.44 0.59 1.04 0.23 1.44 0.79 1.11 1.49 0.87 1.55
30–39 years 0.48 0.68 1.09 0.19 1.65 1.10 1.32 2.34 1.09 1.66
40 years or older 0.53 0.70 1.19 † 2.02 1.20 1.67 1.84 1.08 1.53

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.39 0.47 0.75 0.26 1.13 0.77 0.89 1.23 0.72 1.17
Middle 50 percent 0.21 0.33 0.45 0.14 0.83 0.60 0.98 1.13 0.42 0.81
Highest 25 percent 0.28 0.46 0.71 † 1.16 0.87 1.43 1.21 0.63 1.06

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.28 0.45 0.51 0.20 1.03 0.74 0.98 1.35 0.59 0.94
Some postsecondary education 0.36 0.42 0.79 0.15 1.15 0.89 1.09 1.30 0.58 1.06
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.21 0.31 0.53 0.17 0.75 0.66 1.29 1.08 0.58 0.89

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.39 0.49 0.62 0.26 1.05 0.63 1.19 1.22 0.54 1.02
Part-time 0.25 0.30 0.57 0.13 0.87 0.61 0.99 1.10 0.55 0.90
Full-time (35 or more

hours/week) 0.28 0.43 0.68 0.18 1.02 0.87 0.95 1.40 0.60 1.20

† Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).
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 Total 37.6 17.5 2.0

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 27.9 15.0 1.9

Public 29.7 16.2 1.8
Private nonprofit 24.1 12.6 2.0

Institution type
Public 40.6 19.3 2.0

Less-than-2-year 32.3 9.0 2.3
2-year 44.5 20.5 2.0
4-year non-doctorate-granting 37.6 19.5 1.8
4-year doctorate-granting 23.7 13.6 1.8

Private nonprofit 24.8 12.5 2.0
Less-than-4-year 35.8 10.8 2.5
4-year non-doctorate-granting 26.4 14.0 2.0
4-year doctorate-granting 21.4 11.0 2.0

For-profit 29.5 10.5 2.4
Less-than-2-year 26.1 5.3 2.4
2 years or more 30.7 12.3 2.4

Attended more than one institution 37.6 17.3 2.0

Attendance intensity
Any full-time1 34.5 18.2 2.0
Exclusively part-time 42.5 16.4 2.0

Class level
First-year undergraduate 36.2 20.2 2.0
Second-year undergraduate 39.9 13.4 2.1

Sex
Male 34.2 16.4 2.0
Female 40.2 18.3 2.0

Race/ethnicity2

White 33.1 15.6 2.0
Black 47.3 21.6 2.0
Hispanic 45.1 20.5 2.0
Asian 38.1 17.5 2.2
American Indian 43.9 24.0 2.2
Pacific Islander 40.6 16.2 1.8
Two or more races 35.5 17.4 1.8
Other 37.0 18.1 2.1

See notes at end of table.

Table 6.2.—Percentage of first- and second-year undergraduates who reported ever taking a remedial 
Table 6.2.—course after high school graduation, taking a course in 2007–08, and among those taking 
Table 6.2.—such courses in 2007–08, the average number of courses taken, by selected institutional and 
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Dependency status
Dependent 34.0 19.2 2.0
Independent 41.6 15.6 2.0

Unmarried, no dependents 41.3 15.1 1.9
Married, no dependents 41.1 14.2 2.1
Unmarried with dependents 43.3 17.8 2.1
Married with dependents 40.6 14.5 2.0

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 29.7 21.9 2.0
19–23 years 36.1 17.9 2.0
24–29 years 42.5 16.8 2.0
30–39 years 43.2 15.1 2.0
40 years or older 40.8 13.7 2.0

Income3

Lowest 25 percent 41.9 20.1 2.0
Middle 50 percent 38.1 17.9 2.0
Highest 25 percent 31.3 13.4 2.1

Parents’ education4

High school diploma or less 42.3 19.2 2.0
Some postsecondary education 38.1 17.7 2.0
Bachelor’s degree or higher 32.0 15.6 2.0

Disability status
No disability reported 37.1 17.2 2.0
Some type of disability reported 42.3 19.7 2.1

Work intensity while enrolled5

Did not work 34.1 16.9 2.0
Part-time 37.3 18.6 2.0
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 40.9 16.6 2.0

1 Includes students who were enrolled exclusively full time and students who enrolled both full time and part time during 2007–08.

4 The 3.7 percent of all respondents who reported that they did not know their parents’ highest level of education were excluded from this distribution.
5 Excludes work study and assistantships.
NOTE: Estimates include students enrolled in Title IV eligible postsecondary institutions in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

3 Combined income percentiles for dependent and independent students. Income reported on the 2006 tax return is used because this was the year 
used to determine 2007–08 financial aid eligibility. See glossary for additional information.

2 Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and 
Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 
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 Total 0.31 0.23 0.02

4-year institutions
Public and private nonprofit 0.58 0.36 0.03

Public 0.77 0.44 0.03
Private nonprofit 0.85 0.66 0.07

Institution type
Public 0.37 0.29 0.02

Less-than-2-year 2.80 0.85 0.25
2-year 0.37 0.35 0.02
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.34 0.70 0.03
4-year doctorate-granting 0.65 0.54 0.05

Private nonprofit 0.81 0.62 0.07
Less-than-4-year 2.78 1.62 0.22
4-year non-doctorate-granting 1.42 1.00 0.09
4-year doctorate-granting 1.15 0.89 0.12

For-profit 0.93 0.70 0.16
Less-than-2-year 0.73 0.44 0.13
2 years or more 1.19 0.92 0.19

Attended more than one institution 0.69 0.75 0.05

Attendance intensity
Any full-time 0.36 0.29 0.02
Exclusively part-time 0.54 0.38 0.04

Class level
First-year undergraduate 0.39 0.32 0.03
Second-year undergraduate 0.41 0.28 0.03

Sex
Male 0.38 0.33 0.03
Female 0.40 0.31 0.03

Race/ethnicity
White 0.31 0.27 0.03
Black 0.87 0.62 0.06
Hispanic 0.93 0.55 0.03
Asian 1.37 1.26 0.08
American Indian 3.54 2.54 0.16
Pacific Islander 3.66 2.64 0.15
Two or more races 1.67 1.31 0.07
Other 4.65 3.61 0.36

See notes at end of table.

Table S6.2.—Standard errors for table 6.2: Percentage of first- and second-year undergraduates who 
Table S6.2.—reported ever taking a remedial course after high school graduation, taking a course in 
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Dependency status
Dependent 0.43 0.31 0.02
Independent 0.45 0.33 0.04

Unmarried, no dependents 0.80 0.56 0.06
Married, no dependents 1.28 0.89 0.18
Unmarried with dependents 0.79 0.63 0.07
Married with dependents 0.86 0.61 0.07

Age as of 12/31/07
18 years or younger 0.64 0.59 0.04
19–23 years 0.43 0.31 0.03
24–29 years 0.72 0.50 0.07
30–39 years 1.06 0.68 0.08
40 years or older 0.89 0.70 0.07

Income
Lowest 25 percent 0.47 0.43 0.03
Middle 50 percent 0.41 0.30 0.03
Highest 25 percent 0.65 0.43 0.05

Parents’ education
High school diploma or less 0.44 0.40 0.03
Some postsecondary education 0.69 0.47 0.04
Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.42 0.38 0.03

Disability status
No disability reported 0.37 0.24 0.02
Some type of disability reported 0.91 0.73 0.05

Work intensity while enrolled
Did not work 0.47 0.41 0.04
Part-time 0.50 0.33 0.03
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 0.53 0.41 0.04

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007–08 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08).

Table S6.2.—Standard errors for table 6.2: Percentage of first- and second-year undergraduates who 
Table S6.2.—reported ever taking a remedial course after high school graduation, taking a course in 
Table S6.2.—2007–08, and among those taking such courses in 2007–08, the average number of courses 
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LABEL VARIABLE NAME 

 GLOSSARY G1 

Glossary 
All of the variables that were used in 
these tables are described in this glos-
sary. The variables were taken directly 
from the 2007–08 National Postsecon-
dary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:08) Data 
Analysis System (DAS). The DAS is a 
web-based application that allows users 
to create tables with estimates and 
standard errors from the NPSAS:08 data 
and other surveys (see the Data Analysis 
System section for a more detailed de-
scription). The DAS can be accessed at 
http://www.nces.ed.gov/das/. In the 
glossary, the items are listed in alpha-
betical order by the variable label. The 
name of each variable appears to the 
right of the variable label. 

 

Age as of 12/31/07 AGE 
18 years or younger 
19–23 years 
24–29 years 
30–39 years 
40 years or older 

Associate’s degree type UGDEGAA 
For students who were working on an associate’s degree, the type of degree in 
2007–08. Student response to the question “What type of associate’s degree were 
you working on at [the NPSAS institution]?” Applies to the NPSAS institution only 
for undergraduates who attended more than one institution in 2007–08. 
 

General  AA, AS, general education or transfer 
Applied AAS, occupational or technical program  

Attend in-state institution SAMESTAT 
Indicates whether the institution was in the same state as the student’s legal resi-
dence. Excludes foreign and international students. 

Attendance intensity ATTNPTRN 
Student’s attendance intensity at all institutions attended in 2007–08. For all 
months enrolled from July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008, indicates whether the 
student was always enrolled full time, part time, or had a mix of full-time and part-
time enrollment. Any full-time includes students who were enrolled exclusively 
full time and students who were enrolled both full time and part time. 
 

Any full-time  
Exclusively part-time 

Attendance status ATTNSTAT 
Number of months enrolled full time or part time at all institutions attended dur-
ing the 2007–08 academic year. Full year is defined as enrollment for 9 or more 
months from July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008. Months did not have to be con-
tiguous or at the same institution, and students did not have to be enrolled for a 
full month in order to be considered enrolled for that month. Full-time is usually 
defined as 12 or more credit hours. The categories are as follows: 
 

Full-time/full year  Enrolled full time for 9 or more months. 
 
Full-time/part year  Enrolled full time, but for less than 9 months. 
 
Part-time/full year  Enrolled for 9 or more months, but less than 

9 months were full time. 
 
Part-time/part year  Enrolled for less than 9 months, and these 

months were not all full time. 



LABEL VARIABLE NAME 

 GLOSSARY G2 

Average grades  GPA 
Student’s cumulative grade point average (GPA) for the 2007–08 academic year. 
First based on the GPA as reported by the institution. If this was not available, the 
student-reported GPA was used. 
 

Mostly A’s Student’s GPA was 3.75 or above. 
A’s and B’s Student’s GPA was between 3.25 and 3.74. 
Mostly B’s Student’s GPA was between 2.75 and 3.24. 
B’s and C’s Student’s GPA was between 2.25 and 2.74. 
Mostly C’s Student’s GPA was between 1.75 and 2.24. 
C’s and D’s or lower Student’s GPA was below 1.75. 

Balance due on all credit cards CRBALDUE 
Among those who reported usually carrying a balance from month to month, 
student response to the question “What was the balance on your credit card(s), 
according to your last statement(s)?” 

Citizenship status CITIZEN2 
U.S. citizen Student was a U.S. citizen or U.S. national in 

2007–08. 
 
Resident alien  Student was not a U.S. citizen in 2007–08 but 

was eligible for federal Title IV aid programs. 
(These students are sometimes referred to as 
“permanent residents.”) 

 
Foreign or international  

student Student was not a U.S. citizen and was not el-
igible for federal Title IV aid programs in 
2007–08. (Categories include those holding 
student or exchange visitor visas; sometimes 
these students are referred to as “nonresi-
dent aliens.”) 

Class level UGLVL1 
Undergraduate class level during the 2007–08 academic year. This variable gives 
priority to the institution-recorded class level. If not available, the order of priority 
was the student interview, then the federal financial aid application, and then the 
National Student Loan Data System federal loan records. 
 

First-year undergraduate 
Second-year undergraduate 
Third-year undergraduate 
Fourth-year undergraduate 
Fifth-year undergraduate 
Unclassified undergraduate 



LABEL VARIABLE NAME 

 GLOSSARY G3 

Community service type: Church service COMSERVF 
The type of community service or volunteer work that the student performed in-
cluded service to a church or other religious organization. 

Community service type: Fundraising political and nonpolitical COMSERVA 
The type of community service or volunteer work that the student performed in-
cluded fundraising (political or nonpolitical). 

Community service type: Health/nursing home COMSERVB 
The type of community service or volunteer work that the student performed in-
cluded working in a health services agency, hospital, nursing home, or group 
home. 

Community service type: Homeless shelter/soup kitchen COMSERVC 
The type of community service or volunteer work that the student performed in-
cluded working in a homeless shelter or soup kitchen. 

Community service type: Neighborhood improvement COMSERVD 
The type of community service or volunteer work that the student performed in-
cluded neighborhood improvement, clean-up, or Habitat for Humanity. 

Community service type: Other COMSERVX 
The type of community service or volunteer work that the student performed was 
other than one of the options provided in the interview. 

Community service type: Other work with kids COMSERVE 
The type of community service or volunteer work that the student performed in-
cluded noneducation-related work with kids (such as coaching, sports, Big Broth-
er/Big Sister, etc.). 

Community service type: Tutoring COMSERVG 
The type of community service or volunteer work that the student performed was 
tutoring or other education-related work with kids. 

Control of institution AIDCTRL 
Source of revenue and control of operations for student’s institution. 
 

Public A postsecondary education institution sup-
ported primarily by public funds and operat-
ed by publicly elected or appointed officials 
who control the programs and activities.  

 
Private nonprofit A postsecondary institution that is controlled 

by an independent governing board and in-
corporated under Section 501(c)(3) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code. 
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Control of institution—continued AIDCTRL 
For-profit A postsecondary institution that is privately 

owned and operated as a profit-making en-
terprise. Includes career colleges and pro-
prietary institutions. 

 
More than one 

institution Student attended more than one institution 
during the 2007–08 academic year. 

Dependency status DEPEND2 
Student’s dependency status for federal financial aid and whether the student 
had any dependents of his or her own. Students were considered to be financially 
independent of their parents for federal financial aid purposes in 2007–08 if they 
were age 24 or older on 12/31/07 or if they met any of the following criteria: were 
married; had legal dependents; were veterans of the U.S. armed forces or on ac-
tive duty; were orphans or wards of the court; or were enrolled in a graduate or 
first-professional degree program (beyond the bachelor’s degree) in 2007–08. All 
other students under 24 were considered to be dependent unless they could 
document that they were receiving no parental support and were determined to 
be independent by a financial aid officer using professional judgment.  
 

Dependent 
Independent, no dependents 
Independent with dependents 

Dependency status and income level in 2006 INCOME 
For dependent undergraduates, this is the total income of the student’s parents. 
For independent undergraduates, this is the total income of the student (and 
spouse, if married). Prior calendar year income is reported in the financial aid ap-
plication and is used in determining the expected family contribution (EFC) in 
need analysis. That is, 2006 income was used to determine financial aid eligibility 
for the 2007–08 academic year. 
 

Dependent students 
Less than $20,000 
$20,000–39,999 
$40,000–59,999 
$60,000–79,999 
$80,000–99,999 
$100,000 or more 

 
Independent students 

Less than $10,000 
$10,000–19,999 
$20,000–29,999 
$30,000–49,999 
$50,000 or more 
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Dependent income PCTDEP 
Income percentiles for dependent students are based on the annual income dis-
tributions for dependent undergraduates. Data are from 2006, the tax year used 
for financial aid award determinations in 2007–08, and use parents’ total income 
for dependent students.  
 

Lowest 25 percent 
Middle 50 percent 
Highest 25 percent 

Disability status DISABLE 
Student has a long-lasting disability or condition that has lasted 6 months or 
more.  

Disability type DISTYPES 
For students reporting a disability, the response to the question “What is the main 
type of condition or impairment you have?” 
 

Visual Blindness or visual impairment that cannot 
be corrected by wearing glasses 

 
Hearing  Hearing impairment (i.e., deaf or hard-of-

hearing) 
 
Speech  Speech or language impairment 
 
Orthopedic  Orthopedic or mobility impairment 
 
Specific learning  

disability Specific learning disability or dyslexia 
 
Attention deficit disorder 
 
Health impairments/problems 
 
Mental illness or 

depression Mental, emotional, or psychiatric condition or 
depression 

 
Other Developmental disability, brain injury, or 

other disability 
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Entire program was distance education DISTALL 
Applies to students who took distance education courses during the 2007–08 
academic year. Student response to the question “Is your entire degree program 
taught through distance education?” (Yes/No) 

Ever attended community college EVER2PUB 
Student response to the question “Have you ever taken classes for credit offered 
through a community college?” (Yes/No) 

Ever took a remedial course REMEVER 
Student response to the question “Since you completed high school, have you 
taken remedial or developmental courses to improve your basic skills, such as in 
mathematics, reading, writing, or studying?” (Yes/No) Includes courses taken at 
the NPSAS or other institution. 

Ever voted VOTEEVER 
Student response to the question “Have you ever voted in a national, state, or lo-
cal election?” (Yes/No) 

4-year institutions SECTOR4 
Types of institutions that award bachelor’s degrees. 
 

Public 
Private nonprofit 

High school completion status HSDEG 
Form in which high school degree or equivalent was received. Excludes students 
who were homeschooled or attended a foreign high school. 
 

High school diploma Student graduated from high school. 
 

General Educational  
Development 
(GED) certificate 
or equivalent Student did not graduate from high school 

but passed the GED exam or high school 
equivalent, administered by the American 
Council on Education. 

 
Certificate of completion  Student received a certificate of completion. 
 
Did not complete  

high school Student neither graduated from high school 
nor earned a GED or certificate of comple-
tion. 
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Income PCTALL 
Income percentiles for all students are based on the annual income distributions 
for dependent and independent undergraduates calculated separately and then 
combined in this variable. Data are from 2006, the tax year used for financial aid 
award determinations in 2007–08, and use parents’ total income for dependent 
students and the student’s own income (including spouse’s income, if married) for 
independent students.  
 

Lowest 25 percent 
Middle 50 percent 
Highest 25 percent 

Independent income PCTINDEP 
Income percentiles for independent students are based on the annual income dis-
tributions for independent undergraduates. Data are from 2006, the tax year used 
for financial aid award determinations in 2007–08, and use independent student’s 
own income (including spouse’s income, if married).  
 

Lowest 25 percent 
Middle 50 percent 
Highest 25 percent 

Independent status DEPEND5A 
Indicates an independent student’s marital status and whether or not the student 
had dependents. Classifies married but separated students as married. 
 

Unmarried, no dependents 
Married, no dependents 
Unmarried with dependents 
Married with dependents 

Institution type AIDSECT 
Type of institution attended during the 2007–08 academic year.  
 

Public 
Less-than-2-year 
2-year 
4-year non-doctorate-granting 
4-year doctorate-granting 

 
Private nonprofit 

Less-than-4-year 
4-year non-doctorate-granting 
4-year doctorate-granting 
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Institution type—continued AIDSECT 
For-profit 

Less-than-2-year 
2 years or more 

 
Attended more than one institution 

Level of institution AIDLEVL 
Highest award offering of student’s institution. Excludes students who attended 
more than one institution. 
 

Less-than-2-year  At least one of the programs offered at the 
institution is 3 months or longer and offers 
an award or certificate. In addition, no pro-
gram at the institution is longer than 2 years. 

 
2-year Institution that does not confer bachelor’s 

degrees, but does provide 2-year programs 
that result in a certificate or an associate’s 
degree or 2-year programs that fulfill part of 
the requirements for a bachelor’s degree or 
higher at 4-year institutions.  

 
4-year Denotes 4-year institutions that can award 

bachelor’s degrees or higher, including insti-
tutions that award doctorate and first-
professional degrees. First-professional in-
cludes chiropractic, pharmacy, dentistry, po-
diatry, medicine, veterinary medicine, 
optometry, law, osteopathic medicine, and 
theology. 

Local residence while enrolled LOCALRES 
Student’s residence while enrolled. Excludes students who attended more than 
one institution. 
 

On campus Institution-owned living quarters for stu-
dents. These are typically on-campus or off-
campus dormitories, residence halls, or other 
facilities. 

 
Off campus, not with 

parents  Student lived off campus in noninstitution-
owned housing but not with parents or other 
relatives. 
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Local residence while enrolled—continued LOCALRES 
Off campus, with 

parents Student lived at home with parents or other 
relatives. 

Location of distance education courses DISTLOC 
Applies to students who took distance education courses during the 2007–08 
academic year. Student response to the question “Are the distance education 
courses that you are enrolled in offered through [the NPSAS institution], another 
institution, or both? 
 

Home institution 
Other institution 
Both 

Marital status SMARITAL 
Student’s marital status during the 2007–08 academic year. Priority was given to 
marital status as reported on the federal financial aid application. If not available, 
the student interview was used. If both were not available, institutional records 
were used. Not married includes students who were single, divorced, or widowed. 
 

Not married 
Married 
Separated 

Number of community service activities COMNUM 
Number of community service or voluntary activities specified in the student in-
terview. 

Number of credit cards in own name CRNUMCRD 
The number of credit cards a student has in his or her own name. 

Number of dependents DEPNUM 
Number of dependents reported by student. Dependents include any individuals, 
whether children or adults, for whom the student was financially responsible. 

Number of hours worked per month in community service COMHOUR 
The average number of hours per month that the student performed volunteer 
work during the 2007–08 academic year. Student response to the question “On 
average, how many hours did you volunteer each month during the last 12 
months?” 

Number of hours worked per week JOBHOUR 
The average number of hours worked per week during the 2007–08 academic 
year (excluding work-study, fellowships, assistantships, and traineeships). 
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Number of miles between home and postsecondary institution DISTHOME 
The distance between the institution attended and the student’s permanent 
home. Student response to the question “How far (in miles) is the [NPSAS institu-
tion] from your permanent home?” 

Number of remedial courses taken in 2007–08 REMENUM 
Student response to the question “How many remedial or developmental courses 
have you taken during the 2007–08 school year?” Includes courses taken at the 
NPSAS or other institution. 

Parents’ education  PAREDUC 
The highest level of education completed by either parent of the student. If one 
parent’s education level was unknown, the known level was used. Excludes stu-
dents who did not know either parent’s education level. 
 

High school diploma  
or less Student’s parents earned a high school dip-

loma or equivalent or did not complete high 
school. 

 
Some postsecondary  

education Student’s parents attended some postsecon-
dary education, but did not earn a bachelor’s 
degree. 

 
Bachelor’s degree or  

higher Student’s parents attained a bachelor’s or 
advanced degree. 

Primary role of work and study JOBROLE 
Student response to the question “While you were working, would you say that 
you were primarily a student working to meet expenses or an employee who’s 
decided to enroll in school?” 
 

Student working to meet expenses 
Employee enrolled in school 

Race/ethnicity RACE 
Student’s race/ethnicity with Hispanic or Latino origin as a separate category. 
Based on the census race categories, but the race categories exclude Hispanic ori-
gin unless specified. Black includes African American, Hispanic includes Latino, 
American Indian includes Alaska Native, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, 
and Other includes respondents having origins in a race not listed. 
 

White 
Black 
Hispanic 
Asian 
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Race/ethnicity—continued RACE 
American Indian 
Pacific Islander 
Two or more races 
Other 

Registered to vote in United States VOTEREG 
Student response to the question “Are you registered to vote in U.S. elections?” 
(Yes/No) 

Sex  GENDER 
Male 
Female 

Took any distance education courses in 2007–08 DISTEDUC 
Student response to the question “During the 2007–08 school year, have you tak-
en any courses for credit that were distance education courses?” (Yes/No) 

Took any remedial courses in 2007–08 REMETOOK 
Student response to the question “Did you take any remedial or developmental 
courses during the 2007–08 school year?” (Yes/No) Applies to 1st- and 2nd-year 
undergraduate respondents or undergraduate respondents not enrolled in a de-
gree program only. Includes courses taken at the NPSAS or other institution. 

Total aid TOTAID 
Total amount of financial aid received by a student in 2007–08 from any source 
except parents, relatives, or friends. It includes any grants, student loans, work-
study, Parent PLUS loans, job training funds, veterans’ benefits and benefits from 
Department of Defense programs, and graduate assistantships. It does not in-
clude federal tax benefits. For those attending more than one institution, it in-
cludes aid received at the NPSAS institution, but may not include aid received at 
all institutions attended.  

Total grants TOTGRT 
Total amount of all grants and scholarships received by a student in 2007–08. 
Grants are a type of student financial aid that does not require repayment or em-
ployment. This variable is equal to the sum of all federal grants, state grants, insti-
tutional grants, and grants from employers or private sources. All need-based 
grants, merit scholarships, tuition waivers, and employer tuition reimbursements 
are included. For those attending more than one institution, it includes aid re-
ceived at the NPSAS institution, but may not include aid received at all institutions 
attended. 

Total loans TOTLOAN 
Total amount of all student loans received during the 2007–08 academic year. 
This variable includes all student loans received through federal, state, institu-
tional, or private programs. A student loan is defined as a type of financial aid that 
advances funds to a student and is evidenced by a promissory note requiring the 
recipient to repay the specified amounts under prescribed conditions. It excludes  
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Total loans—continued TOTLOAN 
federal Parent PLUS loans and any loans from family or friends. For those attend-
ing more than one institution, it includes aid received at the NPSAS institution, 
but may not include aid received at all institutions attended. 

Undergraduate major field of study  MAJORS4Y 
Student’s undergraduate major or field of study during the 2007–08 academic 
year. 
 

Computer and information sciences 
 
Engineering and engineering technology 
 
Biological and physical science, science technology, mathematics, agri-

culture and natural resources 
 
General studies and other  Other includes basic skills; citizenship activi-

ties; leisure and recreational activities; per-
sonal awareness and self-improvement; high 
school/secondary diplomas and certificate 
programs; interpersonal and social skills. 

Social sciences 
 
Humanities 
 
Health care fields 
 
Business 
 
Education 
 
Other applied  Includes personal and consumer services; 

manufacturing, construction, repair, and 
transportation; military technology and pro-
tective services (Reserve Officer Training 
Corps); architecture; communications; public 
administration and human services; design 
and applied arts; law and legal studies; library 
sciences; theology and religious vocations. 

Undergraduate program UGDEG 
Undergraduate student’s degree program during the 2007–08 academic year. 
Based first on the student interview. If the interview is not available, institutional 
records were used. If both were not available, the federal financial aid application 
information was used. Applies to the NPSAS institution only for undergraduates 
who attended more than one institution in 2007–08. 
 



LABEL VARIABLE NAME 

 GLOSSARY G13 

Undergraduate program—continued UGDEG 
Certificate Student pursuing a certificate or formal 

award other than an associate’s or bachelor’s 
degree. 

 
Associate’s degree Student pursuing an associate’s degree. 
 
Bachelor’s degree Student pursuing a Bachelor of Arts or Bache-

lor of Science degree. 
 
No certificate or degree Student is not in any of the above degree 

programs. 

Unmarried with dependents SINGLPAR 
Identifies unmarried (including separated), independent students who were fi-
nancially responsible for dependents during the 2007–08 academic year. To be 
consistent with prior NPSAS studies (in which it was not always possible to distin-
guish between dependent children and other dependents), this definition in-
cludes dependents other than children and is referred to as “unmarried with 
dependents.” 

Work intensity while enrolled JOBENR 
The student’s intensity of work while enrolled during the 2007–08 academic year. 
Full-time is defined as 35 or more hours per week, and part-time is defined as less 
than 35 hours. Excludes work-study, fellowships, assistantships, and traineeships. 
 

Did not work 
Part-time 
Full-time (35 or more hours/week) 
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