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Executive Summary

The Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) is designed to monitor the mathematics,
science, and reading achievement of students as they approach the end of compulsory schooling. PISA is
sponsored by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The United States,
other OECD member nations, and selected nonmember nations, participate in this program on a 3-year
cycle. In each cycle, national samples of 15-year-old students in each participating country complete
assessments in the specified subject areas and an associated questionnaire on related characteristics of the
student. A companion questionnaire is completed by the principal of each sampled school. The intent is to
establish how well students are acquiring the skills and knowledge necessary to participate fully in society
now and in the future. The PISA 2003 data collection was fielded in April, May, and June 2003. To
improve response rates (which were projected to be approximately 50 percent at the end of the original
data collection period), a follow-up data collection was undertaken in August, September, and October
2003.

This report is concerned with the extent of potential bias introduced into the 2003 U.S. study through
nonresponse on the part of schools and students. Specifically, the National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES), which funded the U.S. study, requires that a nonresponse bias analysis be completed for any
stage of data collection that has a unit response rate of less than 85 percent. In the 2003 U.S. PISA, the
weighted school response rate (prior to the use of replacement schools) only reached 65 percent,
substantially below the NCES-established standard. The weighted student response rate was 83 percent,
also below the NCES-established standard.

Three bias analyses were conducted to address the issues of school nonresponse, student nonresponse, as
well as possible achievement differences between students in the spring and fall testing sessions. Item-
level nonresponse is not discussed in this report because response rates for all of the major reporting
variables for this U.S. cycle (e.g., sex, socioeconomic status, and race/ethnicity) exceeded the NCES

standard of 85 percent.

The analysis compares selected characteristics likely to reflect bias in participation from participating and
nonparticipating schools. Frame characteristics for public schools were obtained from the 2000-01
Common Core of Data (CCD). For private schools, the characteristics were derived from the 2000-01
Private School Survey (PSS). The selected variables include school control, community type, National

Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) region, poverty level, number of age-eligible students

il



enrolled, total number of students, and percentage of students by race/ethnicity categories.' The
percentage of students eligible for the free or reduced-price lunch under the National School Lunch
Program, available only for public schools, also was included.

Methodology

Two forms of analysis were undertaken:

L] A test of the independence of each school and student characteristic and participation status,
and
] A logistic regression in which the conditional independence of these school and student

characteristics as predictors of participation was examined.

Significance tests used with analyses in the first of these categories were based on a Rao-Scott modified
chi-square statistic in the case of categorical variables and a ¢ test on the differences between means for
continuous variables. The 95 percent confidence level was used for all tests of significance. All analyses
were performed using WesVar (Westat 2002), with replicate weights to properly account for the complex
sample design. Two sets of school weights were used: the school base weights that did not include a

nonresponse adjustment factor, and nonresponse adjusted school weights.

The statistical analyses at the school level used two types of samples: the original and the final sample.
The original sample treats all the schools that were replaced as nonparticipants; thus replacement schools
are not included in this analysis. The final sample analysis includes the replacement schools in the
participating schools group, and treats the nonparticipating schools that were not replaced as

nonparticipants. The final sample analysis was repeated using the nonresponse adjusted school weights.

Effects of School Nonresponse

These analyses showed no statistically significant relationship between response status and the majority
of school characteristics examined independently. However, three characteristics did show a significant
relationship to response: NAEP region; percentage of Asian or Pacific Islander students; and percentage
of Black, non-Hispanic students. Using the logistic regression model, none of the characteristics reached

statistical significance. For the final sample of schools with school nonresponse adjustments applied to

! The definitions of the variables are found in section 2, Methodology.
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the weights, there is no statistically significant relationship between participation and any available school

characteristic.

Effects of Student Nonresponse

The basic form of analysis adopted to investigate student nonresponse was similar to that for school
nonresponse, except that the focus was a comparison of participating students with all eligible sampled
students in participating schools—6,803 students in all. The school-level variables extracted from the
sampling frame were school control, community type, NAEP region, poverty level, and number of age-

eligible students enrolled. The student variables were grade level, sex, and mean age.

A test of the independence of each school or student characteristic and student response status was
performed along with a logistic regression designed to establish the conditional independence of these
characteristics as predictors of student nonresponse. Two sets of student weights were used: the student
base weights that did not include a nonresponse adjustment factor, and nonresponse adjusted student

weights.

The findings suggest a statistically significant relationship between student response status and some of
the school and student characteristics that were available for analysis. Specifically, school control,
community type, NAEP region, number of age-eligible students, sex, and average age of students were

related to response status. None of these differences appeared to be substantial, however.

Session Effects

Over the past decade or so, national data collection efforts that solicit the voluntary participation of
schools have faced increasing resistance from school districts and schools. In 2003, about 47 percent of
the original sample of schools agreed to participate in a spring assessment. However, close to 20 percent
of refusing schools in the original sample cited time of year as the main problem and, when asked, agreed
to undertake the assessment in the fall. With the permission of the PISA Consortium, the United States
conducted additional assessments in the fall, adjusting the age eligibility definition so that all students
tested in spring and fall 2003 were the same age. The intention was to combine the data from both spring
and fall assessments if it could be shown that there was no significant between-session bias in the

achievement results of the spring and fall samples.



Since schools, rather than students, opted to be assessed in either the spring or the fall, session effects
were seen as school-level effects, with the potential to influence the assessment scores of all students
within a school equally but varying between schools by session. This situation was modeled statistically
as a two-level hierarchical linear model of the kind often identified as means-as-outcomes regression. In
this model, the student-level model was fully unconditional with student scores a function of the school
mean plus a random component. In the school-level model, session, variables of school control,
community type, NAEP region, number of age-eligible students enrolled, and percentage of minority
students were used to predict variation in school means. The analyses were based on data from
274 schools. Significance tests refer to the significance of partial regression coefficients at the 5 percent

level of confidence.
Since the coefficient for the session variable failed to reach statistical significance, the analyses offered no

support to the notion of session effect bias. On this basis, fall and spring 2003 PISA data for the United

States were combined into a single dataset.
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1. Introduction

The Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a large international comparative study of
the knowledge, skills, and competencies of 15-year-old students in the domains of reading literacy,
mathematics literacy, science literacy, and problem solving. The 2003 cycle of the study was carried out
in some 41 countries, including the United States. To provide valid estimates of student achievement (and
characteristics), the sample of PISA students was selected to represent the full population of 15-year-old
students in each country. For PISA 2003, the international desired population in each country consisted of
15-year-olds attending educational institutions, both publicly and privately controlled, located within the

country, in grades 7 and higher.

The U.S. PISA study, supported by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), utilized a two-
stage stratified cluster sampling design. The first stage made use of a systematic probability-
proportionate-to-size technique to select schools where size is the estimated age-eligible enrollment of the
school. Though efforts were made to secure the participation of all schools selected in the first stage, it
was anticipated that not all schools would choose to participate. Therefore, as each school was selected in
the sample, the two neighboring schools in the sampling frame (immediately preceding and following it)
were designated as replacement schools. If the sampled school refused to participate, the first replacement

was then contacted. If that school also refused to participate, the second school was then contacted.

Within schools, a sample of 35 students was to be selected in an equal probability sample, unless fewer
than 35 students aged 15 were available (in which case all students were selected). International standards
required that students be sampled based on an age definition of 15 years and 3 months to 16 years and
2 months at the beginning of the testing period. The U.S. PISA sample consisted of 382 eligible schools'
having at least one 15-year-old student. Detailed information on technical aspects of the study is included

in appendix A.

The PISA data collection was fielded in April, May, and June 2003. In the United States, for a variety of
reasons reported by school administrators (such as increased testing requirements at the national, state,
and local levels; concerns about timing of the PISA assessment; and loss of learning time), many schools
in the original sample declined to participate. As it was clear that the U.S. effort would not meet the
minimum response rate standards required by NCES or the intermediate response rate zone required by

the international standards (see appendix A for more details), a second testing window was opened from

! Of the 420 original schools selected for the sample, there were 38 ineligible or closed schools.



September to November 2003 with the agreement of the PISA Consortium in order to improve response
rates and better accommodate school schedules. For the fall data collection, the school sample included
only original schools from the sample that had refused to participate in the spring but indicated a
willingness to participate in a fall assessment. Replacement schools were not included in the fall sample
because their participation would have had little effect on raising the final response rate. In order to
achieve a comparable sample of students in spring and fall, the age definition for students tested in the fall
was adjusted such that all students tested were the same age. That is, in the spring sample 15-year-olds
were defined as those born in the 1987 calendar year. In the case of the fall sample this age span was

adjusted such that students born between June 1987 and May 1988 were defined as eligible.

Of the 420 schools sampled, 382 were determined to be eligible, and of these, 249 participated in either
spring or fall 2003. For the purposes of calculating response rates, international guidelines stipulated that
schools with less than 50 percent of students participating were considered not participating and their
students were excluded from the student response rates. This resulted in 249 participating schools and an
initial (before replacement) unweighted response rate of 65 percent (also 65 percent weighted). After
recruitment of 13 replacement schools for a total of 262 participating schools (after replacement), the

unweighted response rate increased to 69 percent (68 percent weighted).

Of the 9 initial schools with less than 50 percent of students participating, if the student response rates
were at least 25 percent, these schools and students were included in the PISA 2003 database and the
schools treated as participants in this report. Schools with student response rates below 25 percent were
not used in any type of analysis nor are the data for these students or schools available in the PISA 2003
database, and the schools were treated as not participating in this report. The analysis of school
nonresponse was thus based on 258 participating original and 274 final schools, respectively.? The school
participation rates for this report are summarized in table 1-1. See appendix A and table A-1 for details on

the U.S. PISA school participation rates.

? Three replacement schools with low response rates were also included in the final count of 274 schools used in this analysis.



Table 1-1.  Selected characteristics for the nonresponse bias analysis of the U.S. PISA final school
sample: 2003

Unweighted Weighted Unweighted Weighted

Number of school school school school
Schools participating  Number of participation participation participation participation
in Eligible schools participating  rate before  rate before rate after rate after
original schools before schools after replacement replacement replacement replacement
sample insample replacement replacement (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
420 382 258 274 67.5 67.4 71.7 71.4

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

With respect to student response, a total of 7,598 students were sampled for the assessment. Of these
students, 261 were deemed ineligible because of their enrolled grades, birthdays, or other reasons and
534 students were excluded because of limited proficiency in English or functional or intellectual
disabilities. They were all excluded from the response rates and this report. An additional
301 students (114 participating) came from schools with 25 to 49 percent student participation. They
were excluded from the response rates as stipulated by international guidelines but included in this
report, since their data are available in the PISA 2003 database. This resulted in a total of
5,456 participants of the 6,803 eligible students in this analysis for an unweighted student response rate of
80 percent (81 percent weighted). See appendix A and table A-2 for details on the U.S. PISA student

participation rates.

NCES standards for assessment surveys stipulate that a nonresponse bias analysis is required at any stage
of data collection reporting a weighted unit response rate less than 85 percent. Since the U.S. PISA
weighted school and student response rates are below 85 percent, NCES requires an investigation into the
potential magnitude of nonresponse bias at the school and student levels in the U.S. sample, which are the
focus of this report. NCES also requested an investigation into the potential for bias that may have been
introduced by the need to conduct the assessments in two sessions, one in the spring and the other in the
fall.

This report is structured around these issues. Chapter 2 addresses the question of nonresponse bias among
schools, chapter 3 focuses on the effects of student nonresponse, and chapter 4 investigates session
effects. The methodology used to investigate nonresponse bias at each stage is included in each chapter.
Conclusions follow in chapter 5. Item-level nonresponse is not discussed in this report, as none of the key
variables in the U.S. survey (sex, socioeconomic status, and race/ethnicity) had response rates lower than
the NCES standard of 85 percent.



2. School Nonresponse Bias

Methodology

To measure the potential nonresponse bias at the school level, the characteristics of participating schools
were compared to those of the total eligible sample of schools. The alternative of comparing participants
to nonparticipants through the use of the same tests of significance makes it more difficult to judge the
potential for bias. The present analysis is similar to other National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)
nonresponse bias studies on the 2005 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) (Kali and
Rust 2005) and the 2001 Program for International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) (Piesse and Rust
2003).

The analysis for each grade was conducted in three parts:

L] First, the distribution of the participating original school sample was compared with that of
the total eligible original school sample. The original sample is the sample before
substitution. In each sample, schools were weighted by their school base weights, excluding
any nonresponse adjustment factor. The base weight for each original school was the
reciprocal of its selection probability.

] Second, the distribution of the participating sample, which includes the participating
replacements that were used as substitutes for schools from the original sample that did not
participate, was compared to the total eligible final sample. The final sample is the sample
after substitution. Again, school base weights were used for both the eligible sample and the
participating schools. The base weight for each replacement school was set to the base
weight of the original school that it replaced.

[ Third, the same sets of schools were compared as in the second analysis but, this time, when
analyzing the participating schools alone, school nonresponse adjustments were applied to
the weights. The international weighting procedures formed nonresponse adjustment classes
by cross-classifying the explicit and implicit stratification variables.

The first analysis indicates the potential for nonresponse bias that was introduced through school
nonresponse. The second analysis suggests the remaining potential for nonresponse bias after the
mitigating effects of substitution have been accounted for. The third analysis indicates the potential for
bias after accounting for the mitigating effects of both substitution and nonresponse weight adjustments.
Both the second and third analyses, however, may provide an overly optimistic scenario, resulting from
the fact that substitution and nonresponse adjustments may correct somewhat for deficiencies in the
characteristics examined here, but there is no guarantee that they are equally as effective for other

characteristics and, in particular, for student achievement.



To compare Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) participants and the total eligible
sample, the sample of schools was matched to the sample frame to compare as many characteristics as
possible that might provide information about the presence of nonresponse bias. Comparing frame
characteristics for participants and the total eligible sample is not an ideal measure of nonresponse bias if
the characteristics are unrelated or weakly related to more substantive items in the survey; however, it
often is the only approach available. While the school-level characteristics used in these analyses are
limited to those available in the sampling frame, each of the variables has a demonstrated relationship to
the achievement level of the school. Most, if not all, can be seen as indicators of school disadvantage with

an established relationship to achievement (OECD 2004, pp. 255-268).

Frame characteristics for public schools were from the 2000-01 Common Core of Data (CCD) and, for

private schools, from the 2000-01 Private School Survey (PSS).

The following categorical variables were available for all schools:

m School control—indicates whether the school is under public control (operated by publicly
elected or appointed officials) or private control (operated by privately elected or appointed
officials and derives its major source of funds from private sources);

L] Community type—the location of a school relative to populous areas (i.e., central city, urban
fringe/large town, rural/small town);

] NAEP region (see appendix A for state listing); and
[ Poverty level>—for public schools, a high poverty school is defined as one in which
50 percent or more of the students are eligible for participation in the National School Lunch

Program (NSLP), and a low poverty school is defined as one in which less than 50 percent
are eligible; all private schools are treated as low poverty schools.

The following continuous variables were available for all schools:

L] Number of grade 4 or grade 8 eligible students enrolled;

L] Total number of students;

] Percentage White, non-Hispanic students enrolled in the school;
[ Percentage Black, non-Hispanic students enrolled in the school;
L] Percentage Hispanic students enrolled in the school;

2 The sample frame did not contain a direct measure of poverty.



L] Percentage Asian or Pacific Islander students enrolled in the school; and

L] Percentage American Indian or Alaska Native students enrolled in the school.

An additional continuous variable, the percentage of students eligible to participate in the National School

Lunch Program (NSLP), was available only for public schools.

For categorical variables, the distribution of frame characteristics for participants was compared with the
distribution for all eligible schools. The hypothesis of independence between the characteristic and
participation status was tested using a Rao-Scott modified Chi-square statistic at the 5 percent level (Rao
and Thomas 2003). For continuous variables, summary means were calculated and the difference between
means was tested using a ¢ test. The p-values for the tests are presented in the tables. The statistical
significance of differences between participants and the total eligible sample is identical to that which
would result from comparing participants and nonparticipants, since all significance tests account for the
fact that the participants are a subset of the full sample. The bias and relative bias are also shown in each
table. The bias is the difference between the respective estimates for the participants and the eligible
sample. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. The

relative bias is a measure of the size of the bias compared to the eligible sample estimate.

In addition to these tests, logistic regression models were used to provide a multivariate analysis in which
the conditional independence of these school characteristics as predictors of participation was examined.
It may be that only one or two variables are actually related to participation status. However, if these
variables are also related to the other variables examined in the analyses, then other variables, which are
not related to participation status, will appear as significant in simple bivariate tables. Dummy variables
were created for each component of the categorical variables so that each component was included
separately. The last component of each categorical variable is used as the reference category and is not
included in the model explicitly. The p-value of a dummy variable indicates whether there is a significant
difference at the 5 percent level from the effect of the (omitted) reference category. All the frame

characteristics were included in the model.

The logistic regression was performed using WesVar (Westat 2002) and replicate weights to properly
account for the complex sample design. The Balanced Repeated Replication (BRR)—the Fay method of
BRR was used to create the replicate weights (Brick, Morganstein, and Valliant 2000).



Original Respondent Sample

This section presents the results of the nonresponse bias analysis based exclusively on the original sample
of 382 eligible U.S. schools for PISA. The distribution of the participating original school sample was
compared with that of the total eligible original school sample using base weights in each case. The
unweighted response rate was 68 percent, with 258 out of 382 eligible schools participating. The

weighted response rate was 67 percent.
Categorical Variables

The distribution of participating and eligible schools in the PISA original sample by the four
characteristics is shown in table 2-1. Based on these analyses, the chi-square statistic for NAEP region
suggests that there is evidence of a relationship with participating in the assessment. There are no
statistically significant relationships between participation status and any of the other characteristics

shown in table 2-1.

Table 2-1.  Percentage distribution of eligible and participating schools in the U.S. PISA original
sample, by selected categorical variables: 2003

Sample schools

Eligible Participating Chi-

(percent) (percent) Relative square

School characteristic (N=382) (N=258) Bias bias  p-value

School control 0.198
Public 93.96 92.89 -1.07 -0.011
Private 6.04 7.11 1.07 0.177

Community type 0.442
Central city 30.97 30.39 -0.58 -0.019
Urban fringe/large town 39.15 37.89 -1.26 -0.032
Rural/small town 29.88 31.72 1.84 0.062

NAEP region 0.003
Northeast 20.26 20.48 0.22 0.011
Southeast 24.07 29.07 5.00 0.208
Central 23.11 19.77 -3.34 -0.145
West 32.56 30.68 -1.88 -0.058

Poverty level 0.585
High 11.15 11.75 0.60 0.054
Low 88.85 88.25 -0.60 -0.007

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) region is the state-based region
of the country (see appendix for state listing.) For public schools, a high poverty school is defined as one in which 50 percent or more of the
students are eligible for participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP); all private schools are treated as low poverty schools.
Eligible schools have at least one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated
as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school base weights that did not include a
nonresponse adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.



Continuous Variables

Summary means for each continuous variable for participating and eligible schools are shown in
tables 2-2 through 2-4. Two schools had a missing value for the total school enrollment and 50 out of the
357 public schools had a missing value for the free or reduced-price lunch variable; these schools were

excluded from the analysis.

There were no statistically significant differences between participating and eligible schools as shown in
tables 2-2 through 2-4. However, this must be interpreted with caution for the free or reduced-price lunch

variable because it is missing for 50 schools.

Table 2-2. Mean enrollment of eligible and participating schools in the U.S. PISA original sample:

2003
Sample schools
Eligible Participating Relative t test
Student enrollment (mean) (mean) Bias bias  p-value
Total school 1,399.17' 1,372.13% -27.04 -0.019 0.388
Age-cligible 362.36° 356.39" -5.97 -0.016 0.509
'N=380
2N=256
SN=382
4 N=258

NOTE: Information on total school enrollment is missing for two participating schools of the 382 eligible schools in the sample. Eligible schools
have at least one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias
divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school base weights that did not include a nonresponse
adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Table 2-3. Mean percentage of students in eligible and participating schools in the U.S. PISA original
sample, by race/ethnicity: 2003

Sample schools
Eligible Participating

(percent) (percent) Relative t test
Race/ethnicity (N=1382) (N =258) Bias bias  p-value
White, non-Hispanic 62.51 61.14 -1.37 -0.022 0.191
Black, non-Hispanic 15.38 16.83 1.45 0.094 0.111
Hispanic 14.56 14.42 -0.14 -0.010 0.858
Asian or Pacific Islander 4.40 3.82 -0.58 -0.132 0.099
American Indian or Alaska Native 0.94 0.99 0.05 0.053 0.723

NOTE: Black includes African American, and Hispanic includes Latino. Racial categories exclude Hispanic origin. Eligible schools have at least
one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the
estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school base weights that did not include a nonresponse adjustment factor.
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.



Table 2-4. Mean percentage of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch, in eligible and
participating public schools in the U.S. PISA original sample: 2003

Sample schools

Eligible Participating
(percent) (percent) Relative t test
Students (N=307) (N=205) Bias bias  p-value

Percentage of students eligible for
free or reduced-price lunch 26.56 28.01 1.45 0.055' 0.084'

! Interpret data with caution.

NOTE: Information on percentage of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch is missing for 50 of the 357 public schools in the sample.
Eligible schools have at least one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated
as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school base weights that did not include a
nonresponse adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Logistic Regression Model

To examine the joint relationship of various characteristics to school nonresponse, the analysis utilized a
logistic regression model with participation status as the binary dependent variable and frame
characteristics as predictor variables. Public and private schools were modeled together using the
variables available for all schools. Two schools were excluded from the analysis due to missing

information for total school enrollment.

Standard errors and tests of hypotheses for the full model parameter estimates are presented in table 2-5.
None of the parameter estimates are significant, which indicates that there are no significant relationships

with participation status.



Table 2-5. Logistic regression model parameters using the U.S. PISA original school sample: 2003

Parameter Standard t test for Hy:
Parameter estimate error parameter = 0 p-value
Intercept 1.23 1.159 1.059 0.293
Private school 0.92 0.685 1.343 0.183
Central city -0.17 0.268 -0.638 0.525
Rural/small town 0.24 0.300 0.812 0.419
Northeast 0.13 0.364 0.351 0.727
Southeast 0.61 0.462 1.330 0.187
Central -0.36 0.348 -1.032 0.305
High poverty 0.03 0.451 0.070 0.945
Total school enrollment # 0.001 -0.441 0.660
Age-eligible enrollment # 0.002 0.485 0.629
White, non-Hispanic -0.01 0.012 -0.615 0.540
Black, non-Hispanic 0.00 0.013 0.063 0.950
Hispanic 0.00 0.013 -0.331 0.741
Asian or Pacific Islander -0.02 0.019 -1.147 0.255
American Indian or Alaska Native 0.01 0.022 0.276 0.783

# Rounds to zero.

NOTE: Two of the 382 eligible schools in the sample were excluded due to missing information for total school enrollment. NAEP region is the
state-based region of the country (see appendix for state listing.) For public schools, a high poverty school is defined as one in which 50 percent
or more of the students are eligible for participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP); all private schools are treated as low poverty
schools. Black includes African American, and Hispanic includes Latino. Racial categories exclude Hispanic origin. Schools were weighted by
their school base weights that did not include a nonresponse adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Respondent Sample with Replacements (Final Sample)

This section presents the nonresponse bias analysis based on the final sample of 382 eligible schools for
PISA. The distribution of the participating sample, including participating replacements, was compared to
the total eligible final sample. School base weights were used for both the eligible sample and the
participating schools. Through the use of replacements, the unweighted school response rate for PISA was

72 percent, with 274 out of 382 schools participating. The weighted response rate was 71 percent.
Categorical Variables

The distribution of participating and eligible schools by the four characteristics is shown in table 2-6.
Based on these analyses, the chi-square statistic for NAEP region suggests that there is evidence of a

relationship with participating in the assessment. NAEP region was also significant in the original sample

(table 2-1). While the use of replacement schools substantially reduced the bias in the Southeast (5.00 vs.
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3.75) and Central (-3.34 vs. -1.50) regions, the bias increased in the Northeast (0.22 vs. 0.96) and West (-

1.88 vs. -3.21). Thus, while there is certainly no evidence that the use of replacement schools reduced the

potential for bias as indicated by this variable, it has also not substantially added to it. There are no

statistically significant relationships between participation status and any of the other characteristics

shown in table 2-6.

Table 2-6. Percentage distribution of eligible and participating schools in the U.S. PISA final sample,

by selected categorical variables: 2003

Sample schools

Eligible Participating Chi-

(percent) (percent) Relative square

School characteristic (N=382) (N=274) Bias bias  p-value

School control 0.226
Public 93.96 93.04 -0.92 -0.010
Private 6.04 6.96 0.92 0.152

Community type 0.097
Central city 30.97 29.83 -1.14 -0.037
Urban fringe/large town 39.15 37.66 -1.49 -0.038
Rural/small town 29.88 32.51 2.63 0.088

NAEP region 0.011
Northeast 20.26 21.22 0.96 0.047
Southeast 24.07 27.82 3.75 0.156
Central 23.11 21.61 -1.50 -0.065
West 32.56 29.35 -3.21 -0.099

Poverty level 0.872
High 11.69 11.85 0.16 0.014
Low 88.31 88.15 -0.16 -0.002

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) region is the state-based region
of the country (see appendix for state listing.) For public schools, a high poverty school is defined as one in which 50 percent or more of the
students are eligible for participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP); all private schools are treated as low poverty schools.
Eligible schools have at least one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated
as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school base weights that did not include a

nonresponse adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.
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Continuous Variables

Summary means for each continuous variable for participating and eligible schools are shown in
tables 2-7 through 2-9. Two schools had a missing value for the total school enrollment, and 51 out of the
357 public schools had a missing value for the free or reduced-price lunch variable; these schools were

excluded from the analysis.

Table 2-7. Mean enrollment of eligible and participating schools in the U.S. PISA final sample: 2003

Sample schools

Eligible Participating Relative t test
Student enrollment (mean) (mean) Bias bias  p-value
Total school 1,398.55' 1,362.41° -36.14 -0.026 0.205
Age-cligible 362.59° 354.19* -8.40 -0.023 0.304
' N=380
2 N=272
3 N=382
4 N=274

NOTE: Information on total school enrollment is missing for two participating schools of the 382 eligible schools in the sample. Eligible schools
have at least one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias
divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school base weights that did not include a nonresponse
adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Table 2-8. Mean percentage of students in eligible and participating schools in the U.S. PISA final
sample, by race/ethnicity: 2003

Sample schools
Eligible Participating

(percent) (percent) Relative t test
Race/ethnicity (N=382) (N=274) Bias bias  p-value
White, non-Hispanic 62.39 61.64 -0.75 -0.012 0.412
Black, non-Hispanic 15.51 17.10 1.59 0.103 0.030
Hispanic 14.55 13.91 -0.64 -0.044 0.397
Asian or Pacific Islander 4.40 3.74 -0.66 -0.150 0.050
American Indian or Alaska Native 0.94 0.98 0.04 0.043 0.812

NOTE: Black includes African American, and Hispanic includes Latino. Racial categories exclude Hispanic origin. Eligible schools have at least
one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the
estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school base weights that did not include a nonresponse adjustment factor.
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.
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Table 2-9. Mean percentage of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch, in eligible and
participating public schools in the U.S. PISA final sample: 2003

Sample schools
Eligible Participating

(percent) (percent) Relative t test

Students (N=306) (N=217) Bias bias  p-value
Percentage of students eligible for

free or reduced-price lunch 26.84 28.06 1.22 0.045"  0.104'

! Interpret data with caution.

NOTE: Information on percentage of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch is missing for 51 of the 357 public schools in the sample.
Eligible schools have at least one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated
as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school base weights that did not include a
nonresponse adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

There were no statistically significant enrollment differences between participating and eligible schools
(table 2-7). Participating schools had a higher mean percentage of Black, non-Hispanic students (17.1 vs.
15.5 percent, respectively; table 2-8) and lower of Asian or Pacific Islander students (3.7 vs. 4.4 percent,
respectively; table 2-8) than the eligible sample. The difference in the percentage of students who are
Black or Asian or Pacific Islander was small in absolute bias but substantial in relative bias. Therefore,
there is some potential for bias existing from the use of replacement schools since it did not exist when
looking only at the original sample schools (table 2-3). Thus, while there is certainly no evidence that the
use of replacement schools reduced the potential for bias as indicated by this variable, it has also not
substantially added to it as the change in relative bias is less than 1 percent (0.094 vs. 0.103) and 2
percent (0.132 vs. 0.150) for Blacks and Asian or Pacific Islander, respectively. The differences in the
mean percentage of students of the other races and ethnicities (White, Hispanic, and American Indian or
Alaska Native) were not statistically significant between the participating and eligible schools (table 2-8).
There was no statistically significant difference between participating and eligible schools for percentage
of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch (table 2-9). However, this must be interpreted with

caution for the free or reduced-price lunch variable because it is missing for 51 schools.

Logistic Regression Model

To examine the joint relationship of various characteristics to school nonresponse, the analysis utilized a
logistic regression model with participation status as the binary dependent variable and frame

characteristics as predictor variables. Two schools were excluded from the analysis due to missing

information for total school enrollment.

13



Standard errors and tests of hypotheses for the full model parameter estimates are presented in table 2-10.
None of the parameter estimates are significant, which indicates that there are no significant relationships

with participation status.

Table 2-10. Logistic regression model parameters using the U.S. PISA final school sample: 2003

Parameter Standard t test for Hy:
Parameter estimate €rror parameter = 0 p-value
Intercept 1.28 1.132 1.130 0.262
Private school 1.02 0.767 1.333 0.186
Central city -0.24 0.282 -0.861 0.392
Rural/small town 0.46 0.272 1.708 0.091
Northeast 0.36 0.363 1.001 0.320
Southeast 0.46 0.475 0.977 0.331
Central -0.12 0.376 -0.316 0.752
High poverty -0.15 0.496 -0.296 0.768
Total school enrollment # 0.001 -0.426 0.671
Age-eligible enrollment # 0.002 0.524 0.602
White, non-Hispanic -0.01 0.012 -0.688 0.494
Black, non-Hispanic 0.01 0.013 0.479 0.633
Hispanic -0.01 0.013 -0.384 0.702
Asian or Pacific Islander -0.03 0.019 -1.311 0.194
American Indian or Alaska Native 0.01 0.023 0.240 0.811

# Rounds to zero.

NOTE: Two of the 382 eligible schools in the sample were excluded due to missing information for total school enrollment. National Assessment
of Educational Progress (NAEP) region is the state-based region of the country (see appendix for state listing.) For public schools, a high poverty
school is defined as one in which 50 percent or more of the students are eligible for participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP);
all private schools are treated as low poverty schools. Black includes African American, and Hispanic includes Latino. Racial categories exclude
Hispanic origin. Schools were weighted by their school base weights that did not include a nonresponse adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Final Sample, With Nonresponse Adjustments Applied
This section presents the nonresponse bias analysis based on the final sample of 382 schools for PISA.

These are the same sets of schools that were compared as in the previous analysis, but this time when

analyzing the participating schools, school nonresponse adjustments were applied to the weights.
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Categorical Variables

The distribution of participating and eligible schools by the four characteristics is shown in table 2-11.
There are no statistically significant relationships between participation status and any of the

characteristics, shown in table 2-11.

Table 2-11. Percentage distribution of eligible and participating schools in the U.S. PISA final sample
after nonresponse adjustment, by selected categorical variables: 2003

Sample schools

Eligible Participating Chi-

(percent) (percent) Relative square

School characteristic (N=382) (N=274) Bias bias  p-value

School control 0.162
Public 93.96 93.95 -0.01 0.000
Private 6.04 6.05 0.01 0.002

Community type 0.453
Central city 30.97 31.86 0.89 0.029
Urban fringe/large town 39.15 38.27 -0.88 -0.022
Rural/small town 29.88 29.87 -0.01 0.000

NAEP region 0.178
Northeast 20.26 21.30 1.04 0.051
Southeast 24.07 23.64 -0.43 -0.018
Central 23.11 22.70 -0.41 -0.018
West 32.56 32.36 -0.20 -0.006

Poverty level 0.675
High 11.69 12.11 0.42 0.036
Low 88.31 87.89 -0.42 -0.005

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. For public schools, a high poverty school is defined as one in which 50 percent or more
of the students are eligible for participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP); all private schools are treated as low poverty schools.
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) region is the state-based region of the country (see appendix for state listing.) Eligible
schools have at least one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the
bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school nonresponse adjusted weights.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.
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Continuous Variables

Summary means for each continuous variable for participating and eligible schools are shown in

tables 2-12 through 2-14. Two schools had a missing value for the total school enrollment, and 51 out of

the 357 public schools had a missing value for the free or reduced-price lunch variable; these schools

were excluded from the analysis.

Based on the analyses shown in tables 2-12 through 2-14, there were no statistically significant

differences between participating and eligible schools. However, this must be interpreted with caution for

the free or and reduced-price lunch variable because it is missing for 51 schools.

Table 2-12.  Mean enrollment of eligible and participating schools in the U.S. PISA final sample after

nonresponse adjustment: 2003

Sample schools

Eligible Participating Relative t test
Student enrollment (mean) (mean) Bias bias  p-value
Total school 1,398.55' 1,395.51% -3.04 -0.002 0.904
Age-cligible 362.59° 364.85* 2.26 0.006 0.749
' N=380
2N=272
3 N=382
4 N=274

NOTE: Information on total school enrollment is missing for two participating schools of the 382 eligible schools in the sample. Eligible schools
have at least one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias
divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school nonresponse adjusted weights.
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Table 2-13. Mean percentage of students in eligible and participating schools in the U.S. PISA final
sample after nonresponse adjustment, by race/ethnicity: 2003

Sample schools

Eligible Participating

(percent) (percent) Relative t test
Race/ethnicity (N=382) (N=274) Bias bias  p-value
White, non-Hispanic 62.39 61.31 -1.08 -0.017 0.263
Black, non-Hispanic 15.51 16.75 1.24 0.080 0.101
Hispanic 14.55 14.69 0.14 0.010 0.833
Asian or Pacific Islander 4.40 3.97 -0.43 -0.098 0.228
American Indian or Alaska Native 0.94 1.06 0.12 0.128 0.545

NOTE: Black includes African American, and Hispanic includes Latino. Racial categories exclude Hispanic origin. Eligible schools have at least
one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the
estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school nonresponse adjusted weights.
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.
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Table 2-14. Mean percentage of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch, in eligible and
participating public schools in the U.S. PISA final sample after nonresponse adjustment:

2003
Sample schools
Eligible Participating
(percent) (percent) Relative t test
Students (N =306) (N=217) Bias bias  p-value
Percentage of students eligible for
free or reduced-price lunch 26.84 27.80 0.96 0.036 0.183

NOTE: Information on percentage of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch is missing for 51 of the 357 public schools in the sample.
Eligible schools have at least one 15-year-old student. Participating schools agreed to have their students assessed. The relative bias is calculated
as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Schools were weighted by their school nonresponse adjusted weights.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Logistic Regression Model

The analysis of the final sample of original and replacement schools utilized two logistic regression
models both with participation status as the binary dependent variable. The first model had frame
characteristics (as in table 2-10) plus school nonresponse adjustment class as predictor variables to
examine the relationship of the school nonresponse class to school participation. The second model only
had school nonresponse adjustment class as a predictor variable. In general, nonresponse adjustment
classes are formed based on characteristics related to response rates or to values of survey estimates
where respondents and nonrespondents are similar within each class. The nonresponse adjustment is
applied within each of these classes. The international weighting procedures formed nonresponse
adjustment classes by cross-classifying the explicit and implicit stratification variables. This resulted in 39
classes after collapsing. For the first model, an F test was used to determine whether the frame
characteristics, in aggregate, were significantly related to response, once the nonresponse adjustment
classes were taken into account. The F test statistic is 0.99 with a p-value of 0.448, which indicates no
significant relationship with participation. The second model used an F test to determine whether the
nonresponse adjustment class variable was significantly related to school response. The F test statistic is

7.45 with a p-value of less than 0.001, which indicates a significant relationship with school participation.
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Summary

The investigation into nonresponse bias at the school level for the U.S. PISA effort shows no statistically
significant relationship between response status and the majority of the available school characteristics

that were examined in the analysis.

For original sample schools, only NAEP region was found to be significantly different between the
participating schools and the total eligible sample of schools when looking at the test for independence.

However, the regression analysis does not show any variables to be significant predictors of participation.

For final sample schools, NAEP region was again found to be significantly different between the
participating schools and the total eligible sample of schools when looking at the test for independence.
Additionally, there was a difference found in the percentage of Black, non-Hispanic and Asian or Pacific
Islander students. Again however, the regression analysis does not show any variables to be significant

predictors of school participation.

For the final sample of schools with school nonresponse adjustments applied to the weights, there is no
statistically significant relationship between participation and any available school characteristic in the
bivariate analyses. School nonresponse adjustment class was a significant predictor of school
participation in the logistic regression. The school nonresponse adjustments were effective in reducing the

bias in the characteristics studied.
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3. Student Nonresponse Bias

This section presents the results of the student nonresponse bias analysis based exclusively
on the sample of 6,803 eligible U.S. students for the Program for International Student Assessment
(PISA). The distribution of the participating student sample was compared with that of the total eligible
student sample using student base weights in each case. The unweighted response rate was 80 percent,
with 5,456 out of 6,803 eligible students participating. The weighted response rate was 81 percent. See
table A-2 for details on the PISA student participation rates.

Methodology

To measure the potential nonresponse bias at the student level, as was the case at the school level, the
characteristics of participating students were compared to those of the total eligible sample of students.
The alternative of comparing participants to nonparticipants, while resulting in the same tests of
significance, makes it more difficult to judge the potential for bias. This analysis is similar to other
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) nonresponse bias studies on the 2005 National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) (Kali and Rust 2005).

The analysis was conducted in two parts:

L] First, the distribution of the participating student sample was compared with that of the total
eligible student sample. Students were weighted by their student base weights that did not
include a nonresponse adjustment factor. The base weight for each student was the
reciprocal of the student within school selection probability times the final school weight.

L] Second, the same sets of students were compared as in the first analysis, but this time, when
analyzing the participating students alone, student nonresponse adjustments were applied to
the weights. The international weighting procedures created nonresponse adjustment classes
within school by high/low grade combination.”

The first analysis indicates the potential for nonresponse bias that was introduced through student
nonresponse. The second analysis indicates the potential for bias after accounting for the mitigating
effects of nonresponse weight adjustments. The second analyses, however, may provide an overly

optimistic scenario since nonresponse adjustments may correct somewhat for deficiencies in the few

* The high/low grade classes in each country were defined so as to each contain a substantial proportion of the PISA population. For the United
States, the classes were grades 9 and below and grades 10 and above.
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characteristics examined here but without any guarantee that they are equally as effective for other

characteristics and, in particular, for student achievement.

This analysis was conducted on two sets of characteristics: school level, from the sampling frame, and
student level, collected on all students during the assessment. To compare PISA participants and the total
eligible sample on the school-level characteristics, it was necessary to match the sample of schools back
to the sample frame to select as many school characteristics as possible that might provide information
about the presence of nonresponse bias. Comparing frame characteristics for participants and the total
eligible sample is not an ideal measure of nonresponse bias if the characteristics are unrelated or weakly
related to more substantive items in the survey; however, this is often the only approach available. With
three exceptions, the student-level characteristics available for these analyses can be considered as
contextual influences on student performance. The three exceptions are grade, sex, and age, which are
individual student characteristics. Achievement differences by grade and sex are well established in the
literature, and since age and grade are confounded in this sample, one would also expect a relationship

between age and achievement.

Frame characteristics were from the 2000-01 Common Core of Data (CCD) for public schools, and from
the 2000-01 Private School Survey (PSS) for private schools. The following school-level variables were

available for all schools:

m School control—indicates whether the school is under public control (operated by publicly
elected or appointed officials) or private control (operated by privately elected or appointed
officials and derives its major source of funds from private sources);

L] Community type—the location of a school relative to populous areas (i.e., central city, urban
fringe/large town, rural/small town);

] NAEP region (see appendix for state listing);
[ Poverty level>—for public schools, a high poverty school is defined as one in which 50
percent or more of the students are eligible for participation in the National School Lunch

Program (NSLP); all private schools are treated as low poverty schools; and

[ Number of age-eligible students enrolled.

* The sample frame did not contain a direct measure of poverty.
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The following student-level characteristics were composed of the limited number that was collected on all

eligible students at the assessment:

m Grade level—7th through 11th grade with the 7th and 8th grade students collapsed into a
single cell due to the small number of 7th grade students;

n Sex; and

L] Average age of student (in months).

For categorical variables, the distribution of frame characteristics for participants was compared with the
distribution for all eligible students. The hypothesis of independence between the characteristic and
participation status was tested using a Rao-Scott modified chi-square statistic at the 5 percent level (Rao
and Thomas 2003). For continuous variables, summary means were calculated and the difference between
means was tested using a ¢ test. The p-values for the tests are presented in the tables. School control,
community type, NAEP region, poverty grade level and sex are categorical variables, and the number of
age-eligible students enrolled and average age of student are continuous. The statistical significance of
differences between participants and the total eligible sample is identical to that which would result from
comparing participants and nonparticipants since all significance tests account for the fact that the
participants are a subset of the full sample. The bias and relative bias are also given in each table. The
bias is the difference between the respective estimates for the participants and the eligible sample. The
relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. The relative bias is

a measure of the size of the bias compared to the eligible sample estimate.

In addition to these tests, logistic regression models were used to provide a multivariate analysis in which
the conditional independence of these school or student characteristics as predictors of participation was
examined. It may be that only one or two variables are actually related to participation status. However, if
these variables are also related to the other variables examined in the analyses, then other variables, which
are not related to participation status, will appear as significant in simple bivariate tables. Dummy
variables were created for each component of the categorical variables so that each component was
included separately. The last component of each categorical variable is always the reference category and
is not included in the model explicitly. The p-value of a dummy variable indicates whether there is a
significant difference at the 5 percent level from the effect of the (omitted) reference category. All the

characteristics were included in the model.
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The logistic regression was performed using WesVar (Westat 2002) and replicate weights to properly
account for the complex sample design. The Balanced Repeated Replication (BRR)—the Fay method of
BRR—was used to create the replicate weights (Brick, Morganstein, and Valliant 2000).

Student Respondent Sample, With Base Weights

The distribution of the participating sample was compared to the total eligible sample. Student base
weights were used for both the eligible sample and the participating students. The unweighted student
response rate for PISA was 80 percent, with 5,456 out of 6,803 eligible students participating. The

weighted response rate was 81 percent.
School-level Variables

The distribution of participating and eligible students by the four characteristics is shown in table 3-1.
Based on these analyses, the chi-square statistic for school control suggests that there is evidence of a
relationship with participating in the assessment. Specifically, students in private schools participate at a
higher level than students in public schools. The chi-square statistic for community type and NAEP region
also suggests that there is evidence of a relationship with participating in the assessment. There are no

statistically significant relationships between participation status and poverty level.
The mean number of age-eligible students for participating and eligible students is shown in table 3-2.

The ¢ test for the mean number of age-eligible students indicates that participating students were in

schools with fewer age-eligible students than the eligible sample.
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Table 3-1. Percentage distribution of eligible and participating students in the U.S. PISA student
sample, by selected school-level categorical variables: 2003

Sample students
Eligible Participating

(percent) (percent) Relative  Chi-square

School characteristic (N=6,803) (N=5,456) Bias bias p-value

School control <0.000
Public 92.77 91.80 -0.97 -0.010
Private 7.23 8.20 0.97 0.134

Community type 0.001
Central city 28.08 26.78 -1.30 -0.046
Urban fringe/large town 38.74 38.10 -0.64 -0.017
Rural/small town 33.18 35.12 1.94 0.058

NAEP region 0.006
Northeast 21.02 20.23 -0.79 -0.038
Southeast 29.26 31.20 1.94 0.066
Central 21.78 21.00 -0.78 -0.036
West 27.94 27.56 -0.38 -0.014

Poverty level 0.646
High 11.25 11.11 -0.14 -0.012
Low 88.75 88.89 0.14 0.002

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) region is the state-based region
of the country (see appendix for state listing.) For public schools, a high poverty school is defined as one in which 50 percent or more of the
students are eligible for participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP); all private schools are treated as low poverty schools.
Eligible students were 15 years old as defined by the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). Participating students were those
assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Students were weighted by their student base
weights that did not include a nonresponse adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Table 3-2. Mean number of age-eligible students in the U.S. PISA student sample: 2003

Sample students
Eligible  Participating

(mean) (mean) Relative t test
Student enrollment (N=6,803) (N=5,456) Bias bias  p-value
Age-eligible 329.47 318.01 -11.46 -0.035  <0.000

NOTE: Eligible students were 15 years old as defined by the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). Participating students were
those assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Students were weighted by their
student base weights that did not include a nonresponse adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.
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Student-level Variables

The distribution of participating and eligible students by the two characteristics is shown in table 3-3.

Eleven students were missing values for grade level, and two students were missing values for sex

and were not included in the analysis. The chi-square statistic for sex indicates females participate at a

higher level than males. There are no statistically significant relationships between participation status and

grade.

The mean age of students (in months) for participating and eligible students is shown in table 3-4. Age

was missing for one student and was excluded from the analysis. The ¢ test for the mean age of students

indicates that the average age of participating students was younger than the eligible sample. However,

the size of the difference was no more than three days.

Table 3-3. Percentage distribution of eligible and participating students in the U.S. PISA student
sample, by selected student-level categorical variables: 2003

Sample students

Chi-

Eligible Participating Relative square

Student characteristic (percent) (percent) Bias bias p-value

Grade'” 0.611
7th and 8th 3.02 3.10 0.08 0.026
9th 29.83 29.98 0.15 0.005
10th 60.44 60.44 # #
11th 6.72 6.48 -0.24 -0.036

Sex™* 0.037
Female 49.36 50.02 0.66 0.013
Male 50.64 49.98 -0.66 -0.013

# Rounds to zero.

' N=6,792 for eligible

2 N = 5,454 for participating
* N=6,801 for eligible

4 N = 5,455 for participating

NOTE: Information on grade level is missing for 11 of the 6,803 eligible students. Information on sex is missing for two of the 6,803 eligible
students. Eligible students were 15-years-old as defined by the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). Participating students were
those assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Students were weighted by their

student base weights that did not include a nonresponse adjustment factor.
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.
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Table 3-4. Mean age of eligible and participating students in the U.S. PISA student sample: 2003

Sample students
Eligible Participating

(mean) (mean) Relative t test
Student age (months) (N=6,802) (N=5,456) Bias bias p-value
ﬁe 190.05 189.98 -0.07 # 0.007

# Rounds to zero.

NOTE: Information on age is missing for one of the 6,803 eligible students. Eligible students were 15 years old as defined by the Program for
International Student Assessment (PISA). Participating students were those assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the
estimate from the eligible sample. Students were weighted by their student base weights that did not include a nonresponse adjustment factor.
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Logistic Regression Model

To examine the joint relationship of various characteristics to student nonresponse, the analysis utilized a
logistic regression model with participation status as the binary dependent variable and frame
characteristics as predictor variables. Fourteen students were excluded due to missing information for

grade, sex, or age.

Standard errors and tests of hypotheses for the full model parameter estimates are presented in table 3-5.
Private schools, Northeast region, Central region, age-eligible enrollment, female and age are significant
predictors of student participation of the characteristics examined. The positive parameter estimate for
private schools indicates that students in private schools were more likely to participate than students in
public schools. The negative parameter estimates for the Northeast and Central regions indicate that
students in those regions were less likely to participate than students in the West region. The negative
parameter estimate for age-eligible enrollment indicates that students in smaller schools were more likely
to participate than students in larger schools. The negative parameter estimate for age indicates that

students who participated tend to be younger than the eligible sample.
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Table 3-5. Logistic regression model parameters using the U.S. PISA student sample: 2003

Parameter Standard t test for Hy:
Parameter estimate €rror parameter = 0 p—Value
Intercept 8.10 2.405 3.367 0.001
Private school 1.04 0.387 2.672 0.009
Central city -0.25 0.164 -1.537 0.128
Rural/small town 0.24 0.160 1.507 0.136
Northeast -0.40 0.196 -2.044 0.044
Southeast 0.28 0.163 1.687 0.096
Central -0.34 0.169 -2.006 0.048
High poverty 0.07 0.186 0.372 0.711
Age-eligible # # -2.997 0.004
Grade 7th and 8th -0.31 0.284 -1.073 0.286
Grade 9th -0.06 0.231 -0.250 0.803
Grade 10th 0.01 0.192 0.052 0.959
Female 0.13 0.063 2.040 0.045
ﬁe (month) -0.03 0.012 -2.736 0.008

# Rounds to zero.

NOTE: Fourteen of the 6,803 eligible students in the sample were excluded due to missing information for grade, sex or age. National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) region is the state-based region of the country (see appendix for state listing.) For public schools, a
high poverty school is defined as one in which 50 percent or more of the students are eligible for participation in the National School Lunch
Program (NSLP); all private schools are treated as low poverty schools. Students were weighted by their school base weights that did not include
a nonresponse adjustment factor.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.
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Respondent Sample, With Nonresponse Adjustments Applied

This section presents the nonresponse bias analysis based on the final eligible sample of 6,803 students
for PISA. This is the same sets of students that were compared as in the previous analysis, but this time
when analyzing the participating students alone, student nonresponse adjustments were applied to the

weights.
School-level Variables

The distribution of participating and eligible students by the four characteristics is shown in table 3-6.

Table 3-6. Percentage distribution of eligible and participating students in the U.S. PISA student
sample after nonresponse adjustment, by selected school-level categorical variables: 2003

Sample students

Eligible Participating Chi-

(percent) (percent) Relative square

School characteristic (N=6,803) (N=5,456) Bias bias  p-value

School control 0.176
Public 92.77 93.78 1.01 0.011
Private 7.23 6.22 -1.01 -0.140

Community type 0.107
Central city 28.08 29.83 1.75 0.062
Urban fringe/large town 38.74 3942 0.68 0.018
Rural/small town 33.18 30.75 -2.43 -0.073

NAEP region 0.008
Northeast 21.02 21.21 0.19 0.009
Southeast 29.26 25.01 -4.25 -0.145
Central 21.78 22.94 1.16 0.053
West 27.94 30.85 291 0.104

Poverty level 0.562
High 11.25 11.66 0.41 0.036
Low 88.75 88.34 -0.41 -0.005

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) region is the state-based region
of the country (see appendix for state listing.) For public schools, a high poverty school is defined as one in which 50 percent or more of the
students are eligible for participation in the National School Lunch Program; all private schools are treated as low poverty schools. Eligible
students were 15 years old as defined by the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). Participating students were those assessed.
The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Students were weighted by their student nonresponse
adjusted weights.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.
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Based on these analyses, the chi-square statistic for NAEP region suggests that there is evidence of a
relationship with participating in the assessment. There are no statistically significant relationships
between participation status and school control, community type or poverty level. The bias on all four
characteristics changes sign when compared to table 3-1 suggesting that the student nonresponse

adjustment over-adjusted for these characteristics.

The mean number of age-eligible students for participating and eligible students is shown in table 3-7.
There is no statistically significant relationship between participation status and the mean number of age-

eligible students.

Table 3-7. Mean number of age-eligible students in the U.S. PISA student sample after nonresponse
adjustment: 2003

Sample students
Eligible Participating

(mean) (mean) Relative t test
Student enrollment (N=6,803) (N=5,456) Bias bias p-value
Age—eligible 329.47 338.66 9.19 0.028 0.063

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. Eligible students were 15 years old as defined by the Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA). Participating students were those assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible
sample. Students were weighted by their student nonresponse adjusted weights.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Student-level Variables

The distribution of participating and eligible students by the two characteristics is shown in table 3-8.
Eleven students were missing values for grade level, and two students were missing values for sex and
were not included in the analysis. There are no statistically significant relationships between participation

status and either of the characteristics shown in table 3-8.
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Table 3-8. Percentage distribution of eligible and participating students in the U.S. PISA student
sample after nonresponse adjustment, by selected student-level categorical variables: 2003

Sample students

Eligible Participating Relative Chi-square

Student characteristic (percent) (percent) Bias bias p-value

Grade'” 0.587
7th and 8th 3.02 2.68 -0.34 -0.113
9th 29.83 29.71 -0.12 -0.004
10th 60.44 60.63 0.19 0.003
11th 6.72 6.98 0.26 0.039

Sex** 0.565
Female 49.36 49.59 0.23 0.005
Male 50.64 50.41 -0.23 -0.005

' N=6,792 for eligible

2 N = 5,454 for participating

3 N=6,801 for eligible

4 N = 5,455 for participating

NOTE: Information on grade level is missing for 11 of the 6,803 eligible students. Information on sex is missing for 2 of the 6,803 eligible
students. Eligible students were 15-years-old as defined by the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). Participating students were
those assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the estimate from the eligible sample. Students were weighted by their
student nonresponse adjusted weights.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

The mean age of students (in months) for participating and eligible students is shown in table 3-9. Age
was missing for one student and was excluded from the analysis. There is no statistically significant

relationship between participation status and mean age of students.

Table 3-9. Mean age of eligible and participating students in the U.S. PISA student sample after
nonresponse adjustment: 2003

Sample students
Eligible Participating

(mean) (mean) Relative t test
Student age (months) (N=6,802) (N=5,456) Bias bias p-value
ﬁe 190.05 190.00 -0.05 # 0.085

# Rounds to zero.

NOTE: Information on age is missing for one of the 6,803 eligible students. Eligible students were 15 years old as defined by the Program for
International Student Assessment (PISA). Participating students were those assessed. The relative bias is calculated as the bias divided by the
estimate from the eligible sample. Students were weighted by their student nonresponse adjusted weights.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.
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Logistic Regression Model

The analysis of the student sample was intended to include a logistic regression model as was done in the
school chapter with nonresponse adjustments applied. This is not possible because the number of
parameters (student nonresponse adjustment classes) exceeds the number of degrees of freedom (80). The
international weighting procedures created a student nonresponse adjustment class for each high/low
grade combination within school. This resulted in 316 classes after collapsing. To account for the school
segment of the nonresponse classes, the school characteristics that were not significant after nonresponse
adjustments were applied were included in the model. To examine the relationship of the student
nonresponse class to student participation, the analysis utilized a logistic regression model, with
participation status as the binary dependent variable and school control, community type, poverty level,
mean number of age-eligible students, and high/low grade combination as predictor variables. An F test
was used to determine whether the student characteristics, in aggregate, were significantly related to
response once the school characteristics were taken into account. The F' test statistic is 2.19 with a p-value

of 0.064, which indicates no significant relationship with participation.
Summary

The analysis of the PISA student nonresponse bias, using base weights, shows a statistically
significant relationship between student response status and some of the available school and
student characteristics. Specifically, school control, NAEP region, number of age-eligible
students, sex, and the average age of students were found to be significantly different between the
participating and the total eligible sample of students both in the bivariate analysis and in the
multivariate logistic regression model. Further, the multivariate logistic regression model showed that
students in private schools and smaller schools were more likely to participate, students in the Northeast
and Central NAEP regions were less likely to participate than other students, females were more likely to
participate than males, and younger students were more likely to participate than other students.

Additionally, there was a significant difference found in community type in the bivariate analysis.

The bivariate analysis of the PISA student nonresponse bias, using nonresponse adjusted
weights, showed significant differences between participating and the total eligible sample of
students in NAEP region only. The application of student nonresponse adjustments in PISA had some
effect on reducing the bias in the student characteristics and to a lesser degree in the school

characteristics. None of these differences appear to be substantially large, however.
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4. Session Effects
Background

Over the past decade or so, national data collection efforts that solicit the voluntary participation of
schools have faced increasing resistance from school districts and schools. During this period, the
Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) collected data in years 2000 and 2003 from
national samples of 15-year-olds. In 2000, about 56 percent of the original sample of schools participated.
Subsequent contacts with replacement schools raised this figure to 70 percent. In 2003, the response rate
for the original sample dropped to 47 percent. Replacement schools were even less cooperative, as the
extra effort entailed in recruiting the original schools meant that replacement schools were approached
very late in the school year. However, close to 20 percent of refusals in the original sample cited time of

year as the main problem and, when asked, agreed to undertake the assessment in the fall.

This phenomenon was relatively easy to explain. The past 3 years or so have seen a rapid growth in
mandatory Federal and state testing as assessments have become the focal point of measures of school
productivity, with specific sanctions imposed on schools failing to meet the externally established
productivity levels. As a result, Federal and state assessments now have first call on the finite amount of
time that schools are willing to make available for such activities in the spring of the year. States, for
example, assess all students in grades 3 through 8 each year, for the specific purpose of meeting demands
for increased accountability. In short, in the spring of each year, schools across the nation are focused on

preparing their students for state assessments that have an important bearing on their future.

A Fall Assessment

The only viable possibility for achieving acceptable response rates under these conditions, was to conduct
makeup assessments in the fall for those schools in the original sample who had indicated a willingness to
participate. The age span defining eligible students for the fall sample was adjusted to ensure that, at the
time of testing, they fell within the same age range as those students in the spring sample. The intention,
then, was to combine the data from both spring and fall assessments, if it could be shown that there was
no significant between-session bias in the achievement results of the fall sample. In the normal course of
events PISA assesses 15-year-olds and, in 2003, defined 15-year-olds as those born in the 1987 calendar
year. This definition was applied to the spring sample. In the case of the fall sample, this age span was

adjusted such that students born between June 1987 and May 1988 were defined as eligible.
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Methodology

Since schools rather than students had opted to be assessed in either the spring or the fall, there was
variation among schools in this respect but not among students within schools. Thus, session effects were
seen as school-level effects with the potential to influence the assessment scores of all students within a
school equally but varying between schools according to whether the school was in the spring or fall
session. This situation was modeled statistically as a two-level hierarchical linear model of the kind often
identified as means-as-outcomes regression (Raudenbush and Bryk 2002, p. 24). In such models, the
student-level model refers to student scores within a school that were seen as “a function of the school
mean”, plus a random component. In the school-level model, these school means were seen to vary
between schools as a function of variation in school characteristics, session among them, and a random
component. To the extent that session was significantly associated with variation in school means after
adjustment for other (confounding) attributes of schools, a case can be made for bias in the data stemming
from the fact of spring and fall assessments. Nonsignificant session effects suggest that any bias was

probably inconsequential and that spring and fall data can be combined and analyzed as a whole.

Accordingly, the student-level model was fully unconditional with student scores (a function of the school
mean) plus a random component. In the school-level model session, a dichotomous variable capturing
session as spring/fall, along with a number of predictors used in the school response-bias analyses
reported above, were used to predict variation in school means. The variables in question are described in
the following section. The analyses were based on data from 274 schools. These schools were weighted

by the school base weight.

Variables

Mathematics achievement. Since Balanced Incomplete Block (BIB)-spiraling of the assessment booklets
was used to maximize subject-matter coverage, student achievement measures take the form of five
plausible values for each student. For each student these were generated as random draws from an

estimated ability distribution of students with similar item response patterns and backgrounds.

Session. This was a dichotomous variable indicating the assessment session in which the school

participated (spring = 1 and fall = 0).
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School control. This was a measure of whether the school was publicly or privately funded (public = 0,

private = 1).

Number of age-eligible students. The measure was a simple count of the number of age-eligible students

in the school.

Percent minority. Minority was defined as the percentage of non-White students in the school.

Community type. This was a categorical variable capturing a rural-urban dimension; central city and rural

were included as dummy variables with the urban category as the omitted variable.

NAEP region. This was a categorical variable capturing four geographical regions; dummy variables for

Southeast, Central, and West were included with Northeast, the omitted variable.

Note: Poverty level of the school, measured as the proportion of students eligible for participation in the
National School Lunch Program, is omitted from the present model. The measure is available only for
public schools. The omission seems reasonable given that much of the predictive value of this measure
will be subsumed by attributes of schools already in the equation, namely, school control, percent

minority, and community type.

Results

The model proposed was estimated with the HLM software (Raudenbush, Bryk, Cheong, et al. 2004). The
results are shown in tables 4-1 and 4-2 in the output format used by HLM.
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Table 4-1. Estimates of fixed effects for session effect model, final sample: 2003

Standard Degrees
Fixed effects Coefficient error tratio  of freedom  p-value
School-level model
Intercept 478.178 2454  194.852 264 <0.001
Session: Spring -3.223 6.020 -0.535 264 0.592
School control: Private 21.778 11.150 1.953 198 0.052
Age-eligible enrollment 0.100 0.022 4.539 264 <0.001
Percent minority -1.249 0.143 -8.730 264 <0.001
Community type: Central city -2.421 10.118 -0.239 264 0.811
Community type: Rural -2.524 11.942 -0.211 264 0.833
NAEP region: Southeast -11.984 11.581 -1.035 264 0.302
NAEP region: West -5.980 11.449 -0.522 264 0.601
-25.207 10.071 -2.503 264 0.013

NAEP region: Central

NOTE: National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) region is the state-based region of the country (see appendix for state listing).
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.

Table 4-2. Estimates of random effects for session effect model, final sample: 2003

Standard Variance Chi- Degrees
Random effects deviation  component square of freedom p-value
Intercept 30.753 945.755 1238.467 264 <0.001
Level-1 77.827 6057.051 i i T

+ Not applicable.

NOTE: National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) region is the state-based region of the country (see appendix A for state listing).
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), 2003.
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Summary

The coefficients from four of the nine predictors reach statistical significance, suggesting, respectively,
that other things equal, the mean achievement of students was higher in private schools by some 22 points
on average; was higher in schools with higher numbers of age-eligible students; was lower in schools
with high minority enrollments; and, relative to schools in the Northeast, was lower by some 24 points on

average in schools in the Central region.

Most noticeably, the coefficient for session fails to reach statistical significance and, thus, offers no
support for the notion of statistically significant session effects. On this basis, it was determined that
combining the spring and fall data would introduce no significant achievement-related bias into the

combined data or the estimates derived from these data.
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5. Conclusion
School Nonresponse

The investigation into nonresponse bias at the school level for the U.S. Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA) effort shows no statistically significant relationship between response status and the

majority of school characteristics that were examined in the analysis.

In both the original sample of schools and in the final sample, the bivariate analysis found only the
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) region (tables 2-1 and 2-6) to be statistically
significant in regard to participation. In addition, the percentage of Black, non-Hispanic and Asian or
Pacific Islander students (table 2-8) was a significant factor in participation. The regression analysis, on
the other hand, did not find any of the variables to be statistically significant in regard to participation.
When the school nonresponse adjustments were applied to the weights for the final sample of schools, no
statistically significant relationships were found between participation and any available school
characteristic in the bivariate analysis, whereas the school nonresponse adjustment class was a significant

predictor of school participation in the logistic regression.

These results suggest that there is little potential for nonresponse bias in the PISA original participating
sample based on the characteristics studied. The results also suggest that, while there is certainly no
evidence that the use of replacement schools reduced the potential for bias, it has also not added
substantially to the bias. The school nonresponse adjustment was at least partially effective in reducing
the nonresponse bias, in that the analysis found no significant differences among the variables (tables 2-
11 through 2-14), whereas the variable forming the school nonresponse adjustment classes was found to

be significant.

Student Nonresponse
The investigation into nonresponse bias at the student level for the U.S. PISA effort shows statistically
significant relationships between response status and some of the school characteristics that were

examined in the analysis.

The bivariate analysis, using base weights, indicates a statistically significant relationship between student

response status and the following school and student characteristics: school control (table 3-1),
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community type (table 3-1), NAEP region (table 3-1), number of age-eligible students (table 3-2), sex
(table 3-3), and the average age of students (table 3-4). The regression approach indicated that students in

private schools and smaller schools were more likely to participate, as were younger students (table 3-5).

Using nonresponse adjusted weights, one of the six variables remained statistically significant in the

bivariate analysis: NAEP region (table 3-6).

These results suggest, based on the characteristics studied, that there is some potential for nonresponse
bias in the PISA student sample, using base weights. None of these differences appear to be substantially
large, however, especially given the large student sample sizes, which makes the tests very sensitive. The
student nonresponse adjustment had some effect on reducing the bias in school and student characteristics

but also tended to over-adjust for the school characteristics.

Session Bias

The analyses show no evidence of a statistically significant session effect (tables 4-1 and 4-2).
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designed to provide proper estimates of standard errors that account for the clustering of outcomes within
groups. Second, HLM allows for the modeling of responses at each level of the hierarchy. To illustrate,
consider a two-level model with students nested within schools. At the first level one is interested in
estimating the relationship between how many math courses are taken in high school and math

achievement:

Level 1- Students nested within schools:

vij = 0+ P1iX1ij + [2X 2ij + ...+ PoiXpij + eij

where,

yij  1s the achievement of child i in school j,

Boj  1s the school regression intercept,

Bij  1s the regression coefficient of the relationship between X; and achievement (controlled for X5),
B, s the regression coefficient of X, predicting achievement, and

ej 1s arandom error.
The distinctive feature of HLM is that the first level parameters can be modeled in a group-level
regression. At level 2, adjusted school means, By, and regression slopes, B;; are predicted by school

factors.

Level 2- Schools:

Poj=yoo+yonZij+ynli+...+ yoqgle+uo;
,Blj =yiw+ui,

Where y’s are school-level regression coefficients for Z factors and the u’s are random errors.
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