CHAPTER 1
All Levels of Education

This chapter provides a broad overview of education in
the United States. It brings together material from prepri-
mary, elementary, secondary, and postsecondary education,
as well as from the general population to present a composite
picture of the American educational system. Tables feature
data on the total number of persons enrolled in school, the
number of teachers, the number of schools, and total expen-
ditures for education at all levels. This chapter also includes
statistics on education related topics such as educational
attainment, family characteristics, population, and opinions
about schools. Economic indicators and price indexes have
been added to facilitate analyses.

Figure 1 shows the structure of education in the United
States. It presents the three levels of formal education (ele-
mentary, secondary, and postsecondary) and gives the
approximate age range of persons at the elementary and sec-
ondary levels. Students ordinarily spend from 6 to 8 years in
the elementary grades, which may be preceded by 1 to 3
years in nursery school and kindergarten. The elementary
school program is followed by a 4 to 6 year program in sec-
ondary school. Students normally complete the entire pro-
gram through grade 12 by age 18.

High school graduates who decide to continue their edu-
cation may enter a technical or vocational institution, a 2-year
community or junior college, or a 4-year college or univer-
sity. A 2-year college normally offers the first 2 years of a
standard 4-year college curriculum and a selection of termi-
nal vocational programs. Academic courses completed at a 2-
year college are usually transferable for credit at a 4-year col-
lege or university. A technical or vocational institution offers
postsecondary technical training leading to a specific career.

An associate’s degree requires at least 2 years of college-
level work, and a bachelor’s degree normally requires 4
years of college-level coursework. At least 1 year of course-
work beyond the bachelor’s is necessary for a master’s
degree, while a doctor’s degree usually requires a minimum
of 3 or 4 years beyond the bachelor’s.

Professional schools differ widely in admission require-
ments and program length. Medical students, for example,
generally complete a bachelor’s program of premedical stud-
ies at a college or university before they can enter the 4-year
program at a medical school. Law programs normally require
3 years of coursework beyond the bachelor’s degree level.

Many of the statistics in this chapter are derived from the
statistical activities of the National Center for Education Sta-

tistics (NCES). In addition, substantial contributions have
been drawn from the work of other groups, both governmen-
tal and nongovernmental, as shown in the source notes of the
tables. Information on survey methodologies is contained in
Appendix A: Guide to Sources and in the publications cited
in the table source notes.

Enroliment and Teachers

Enrollment in elementary and secondary schools grew rap-
idly during the 1950s and 1960s and reached a peak in 1971
(table 3 and figure 2). This enrollment rise was caused by what
is known as the “baby boom,” a dramatic increase in births fol-
lowing World War II. From 1971 to 1984, total elementary and
secondary school enrollment decreased every year, reflecting
the decline in the school-age population over that period. After
these years of decline, enrollment in elementary and secondary
schools started increasing in fall 1985, and began hitting new
record enrollment levels in the mid-1990s.

Public school enrollment in prekindergarten through grade
8 rose from 29.9 million in fall 1990 to 34.2 million in 2003,
with a projected enrollment of 33.9 million for fall 2006 (table
3). Public school enrollment in the upper grades rose from 11.3
million in 1990 to 14.6 million in 2004, with a projected
enrollment of 15.0 million for 2006. The growing numbers of
young pupils who have been filling the elementary schools
will cause some increases at the secondary school level
through 2007. Between fall 2003 and fall 2005, public elemen-
tary enrollment is expected to decrease slightly, and then
increase again between 2006 and 2015 (the last year for which
NCES has projected school enrollment). Public secondary
enrollment is projected to rise through 2007, and then decline
until 2014. Overall, school enrollment is projected to set new
records every year from 2006 until at least 2015.

The proportion of students in private elementary and
secondary schools changed little over the 10 years preced-
ing 2003, remaining between 11 and 12 percent (table 3).
The percentage of college students who attended private
colleges and universities rose from 22 to 26 percent
between 1995 and 2005. In 2006, a projected 6.1 million
students were enrolled in private schools at the elementary
and secondary levels and 4.3 million students were in pri-
vate degree-granting institutions.

College enrollment reached 14.5 million in fall 1992 and
decreased to 14.3 million in fall 1995 (table 3). Total college
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8 CHAPTER 1: All Levels of Education

enrollment increased between 1995 and 2005, and further
increases are expected through 2015.

School enrollment rates among 5- and 6-year-olds, 7- to 13-
year-olds, and 14- to 17-year-olds remained relatively steady
between 1995 and 2005 (table 7). The proportion of 18- and
19-year-olds enrolled in school rose from 59 to 68 percent
between 1995 and 2005, while the proportion of 20- to 24-
year-olds enrolled in school rose from 31 to 36 percent.

The percentages of adults 25 years old and over completing
high school and pursuing higher education have been rising. In
2006, 85 percent of the population 25 years old and over had
completed at least high school and 28 percent had completed a
bachelor’s or higher degree (table 8 and figure 3). This is
higher than in 1996, when 82 percent had completed at least
high school and 24 percent had completed a bachelor’s or
higher degree. In 2006, about 7 percent of persons 25 years old
or over held a master’s degree as their highest degree, 2 per-
cent held a professional degree (e.g., medicine or law), and 1
percent held a doctor’s degree (table 9 and figure 5).

An estimated 3.6 million elementary and secondary school
full-time-equivalent teachers were engaged in classroom

instruction in the fall of 2006 (table 4). This number has risen
about 19 percent since 1996. The number of public school
teachers in 2006 was about 3.2 million, and the number in pri-
vate schools was estimated at 0.5 million.

Expenditures

Expenditures of educational institutions rose to an esti-
mated high of $922 billion in the 2005-06 school year
(table 26). Elementary and secondary schools spent about
61 percent of this total, and colleges and universities
accounted for the remaining 39 percent. After adjustment
for inflation, total expenditures for all educational institu-
tions rose by an estimated 41 percent between 1995-96 and
2005-06. Expenditures for elementary and secondary
schools rose by an estimated 36 percent during this period,
while total expenditures for colleges and universities rose
by 48 percent. In 2005-06, expenditures of educational
institutions were an estimated 7.4 percent of the gross
domestic product (table 25).

DIGEST OF EDUCATION STATISTICS 2006



CHAPTER 1: All Levels of Education 9

Figure 1. The structure of education in the United States
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NOTE: Adult education programs, while not separately delineated above, may provide instruction at the adult basic, adult secondary, or postsecondary education
levels. Chart reflects typical patterns of progression rather than all possible variations.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Annual Reports Program.

DIGEST OF EDUCATION STATISTICS 2006



10 CHAPTER 1: All Levels of Education

Figure 2. Enrollment, total expenditures in constant dollars, and expenditures as a percentage of the gross domestic product
(GDP), by level of education: 1960-61 through 2004-05
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NOTE: Expenditure data for school year beginning in 2004 (2004-05) are estimated.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Statistics of State School Systems, 1959-60 through 1969-70; Statistics of Public Elementary and
Secondary School Systems, 1970 through 1980; Revenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary and Secondary Education, 1970-71 through 1987-88; Common Core of Data
(CCD), “State Nonfiscal Survey of Public Elementary and Secondary Education,” 1981-82 through 2004-05; “National Public Education Financial Survey,” 1988-89 through 2003-04;
Statistics of Nonpublic Elementary and Secondary Schools, 1970-71 through 1979-80; Private School Universe Survey (PSS), 1989-90 through 2003-04; Fall Enroliment in Institutions
of Higher Education, 1959-60 through 1985-86; Financial Statistics of Institutions of Higher Education, 1959-60 through 1995-96; 1986—87 through 2004-05 Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS), “Fall Enroliment” surveys, 1986 through 1999, and Spring 2001 through Spring 2005 and Fall 2001 through Fall 2005; and Projections of Education
Statistics to 2015.
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Figure 3. Percentage of persons 25 years old and over, by highest level of educational attainment: 1940 through 2006
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, U.S. Census of Population, 1960, Volume 1, Part 1; Current Population Reports, Series P-20; Current Population
Survey (CPS), March 1961 through March 2006; and 1960 Census Monograph, Education of the American Population, by John K. Folger and Charles B. Nam.

Figure 4. Percentage of persons 25 through 29 years old, by highest level of educational attainment: 1940 through 2006
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, U.S. Census of Population, 1960, Volume 1, Part 1; Current Population Reports, Series P-20; Current Population
Survey (CPS), March 1961 through March 2006; and 1960 Census Monograph, Education of the American Population, by John K. Folger and Charles B. Nam.
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Figure 5. Highest level of education attained by persons 25 years old and over: March 2006
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NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS), March 2006, unpublished tabulations.
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Enrollment, Teachers, and Schools

Table 1. Projected number of participants in educational institutions, by level and control of institution: Fall 2006

[In millions]
Al levels Elementary and secondary schools Postsecondary degree-granting institutions

(elementary,

secondary, and

postsecondary
Participants degree-granting) Total Public Private Total Public Private
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Total........iece 82.2 62.0 55.0 6.8 20.3 15.2 5.1
Enroliment 727 55.1 48.9 6.1 17.6 134 43
Teachers and faculty.... 45 3.6 3.2 0.5 0.9 0.6 0.3

Other professional, administrative, and

support staff 5.0 3.2 29 0.3 1.8 1.2 0.6

NOTE: Includes enroliments in local public school systems and in most private schools
(religiously affiliated and nonsectarian). Excludes federal schools. Excludes private prepri-
mary enrollment in schools that do not offer kindergarten or above. Degree-granting institu-
tions grant associate’s or higher degrees and participate in Title IV federal financial aid
programs. Data for teachers and other staff in public and private elementary and secondary

schools and colleges and universities are reported in terms of full-time equivalents. Detail
may not sum to totals because of rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Projec-
tions of Education Statistics to 2015; and unpublished projections and estimates. (This
table was prepared September 2006.)

Table 2. Enroliment in educational institutions, by level and control of institution: Selected years, fall 1980 through fall 2006
[In thousands]

Level of instruction and type Fall| Projected | Projected
of control Fall 1980 | Fall 1985 | Fall 1990 | Fall 1995| Fall 1996 | Fall 1997 | Fall 1998 | Fall 1999 | Fall 2000 | Fall 2001 | Fall 2002 | Fall2003| 2004'| fall2005| fall 2006
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Al levels.. 58,305| 57,226 60,683 | 65020 65911 66,574| 67,033 | 67,667| 68,685 | 69,920 71,0156 | 71,540 72,218 72,260 72,723
Public ...| 50335| 48901 52,061 55933| 56,732 | 57,323| 57,676 | 58,167 58,956 | 59,905 60,935 | 61,397| 61,775 61,732 62,308
Prvate .....ccocoovvveneeerniienens 7,971 8,325 8,622 9,087 9,180 9,251 9,357 9,500| 9,729 | 10,014| 10,080 10,143| 10,443| 10,528 10,415
Elementary and
secondary
schools? 46,208 | 44,979| 46,864 | 50,759 51,544 | 52,071| 52,526 | 52,876 53,373 | 53,992 54,403 | 54,639 54,946 54,772 55,075
Public .| 40877\ 39,422 41217 | 44840 45611 46,127| 46,539 | 46,857 47,204 | 47,672| 48,183 | 48540 48795 48,710 48,948
Private ..o 5,331 5557| 5648 5918 59333 5944| 59883 6018 6,169°% 6320 62203 6,099 6,151 6,062 6,127
Prekindergarten to grade 8.... | 31,639 | 31,229 34,392 | 37,096 37,519 | 37,832 38,121 38,253 | 38,594 | 38,961 39,031 38,990 38,991 38,525 38,658
Public .| 27,647| 27,034 29878 | 32,341 32,764 | 33,073| 33346 | 33488 33,688 | 33,938 34,116 | 34202| 34,178 33,823 33,906
Private 3992| 4195| 4514%  4756| 47553 4759| 47763 4765| 4906°% 5023 49153 4788| 4812 4702 4,752
Grades 9to 12. 14570 13,750 12,472 13,662 14,025 | 14,239| 14,405 14,623 14,779 15,031 15,373 15,649 | 15955 16,247 16,417
Public ... 13,231 12,388 | 11,338 12,500 12,847 13,054| 13,193 13,369 | 13,515 13,734| 14,067 14,338| 14,617 14,887 15,042
Private 1,339 1,362 1,1343 1,163 1,1783 1,185 12129 1,254 1,2643 1,296 1,306 % 1,311 1,338 1,360 1,375
Postsecondary
degree-granting
institutions........... 12,097 | 12,247 13,819 14,262| 14,368 | 14,502 14,507 | 14,791| 15312 | 15928 16,612 | 16,900 17,272| 17,487°% 17,648
9,457| 9,479| 10,845 11,092 11,120 11,196| 11,138 11,309 11,753 | 12,233 12,752 12,857 12,980 13,0224 13,360
Undergraduate. 8,442\ 8,477 9,710 9,904 9,935 10,007| 9,950 10,110 10,539 10,986 11,433 11,521 11,651 11,6984 11,967
First-professional . 114 112 112 115 17 118 121 123 124 128 132 134 136 138 4 145
Graduate 901 890 1,023 1,074 1,069 1,070 1,067 1,077 1,089 1,119 1,187 1,201 1,194 1,186 ¢ 1,248
Private 2640 2,768| 2,974 3,169 3,247 3,306| 3,369 3482| 3,560 3,695 3,860 4,043| 4292 4,466¢ 4,288
Undergraduate. 2,033| 2120|2250 2,328| 2,392 2,443| 2,487 2,571 2,616 2,730 2,824 2,952| 3,130| 3,266 4 3,139
First-professional . 163 162 162 183 182 180 182 180 183 181 187 195 199 199 ¢ 209
Graduate 443 486 563 659 674 683 701 730 761 784 849 896 963 1,001 4 940

Private elementary and secondary education data are projected.

2Includes enrolliments in local public school systems and in most private schools (reli-
giously affiliated and nonsectarian). Excludes homeschooled children who were not also
enrolled in public and private schools. Based on the National Household Education Survey,
the homeschooled children numbered approximately 1.1 million in 2003. Private elemen-
tary enrollment includes preprimary students in schools offering kindergarten or higher
grades.

SEstimated.

“Actual data.

NOTE: Degree-granting enrollment projections are based on the middle alternative projec-
tions published by the National Center for Education Statistics. Data through 1995 are for
institutions of higher education, while later data are for degree-granting institutions.
Degree-granting institutions grant associate’s or higher degrees and participate in Title IV
federal financial aid programs. The degree-granting classification is very similar to the ear-

lier higher education classification, but it includes more 2-year colleges and excludes a few
higher education institutions that did not grant degrees. (See Guide to Sources for details.)
Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. Some data have been revised from pre-
viously published figures.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Statis-
tics of Public Elementary and Secondary School Systems, 1980, Common Core of Data
(CCD), “State Nonfiscal Survey of Public Elementary and Secondary Education,” 1985-86
through 2004-05; Youth Survey of the National Household Education Surveys Program
(Youth-NHES:1999); Private School Universe Survey (PSS), 1995-96 through 2003-04;
Projections of Education Statistics to 2015; Higher Education General Information Survey
(HEGIS), “Fall Enroliment in Institutions of Higher Education” surveys, 1980 and 1985; and
1990 through 2005 Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), “Fall
Enroliment Survey” (IPEDS-EF:90-99), and Spring 2001 through Spring 2006. (This table
was prepared September 2006.)
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Table 3. Enroliment in educational institutions, by level and control of institution: Selected years, 186970 through fall 2015
[In thousands]

Public elementary and secondary schools

Private elementary and secondary schools'

Postsecondary degree-granting institutions

Prekinder- Prekinder-
Total | Elementary garten garten
enrollment, | and secon- through Grades 9 through Grades 9

Year alllevels|  dary, total Total grade 8| through 12 Total grade 8|  through 12 Total Public Private
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12
1869-70 — — 6,872 6,792 80 — — — 52 — —
1879-80. - - 9,868 9,757 110 - - - 116 - -
1889-90. 14,491 14,334 12,723 12,520 203 1,611 1,516 95 157 — -
1899-1900. 17,002 16,855 15,503 14,984 519 1,352 1,241 11 238 - -

19,728 19,372 17,814 16,899 915 1,558 1,441 117 355 - -

23,876 23,278 21,578 19,378 2,200 1,699 1,486 214 598 — —

29,430 28,329 25,678 21,279 4,399 2,651 2,310 341 1,101 - -

29,539 28,045 25,434 18,832 6,601 2,611 2,153 458 1,494 797 698

31,151 28,492 25,111 19,387 5,725 3,380 2,708 672 2,659 1,355 1,304
Fall 1959.... 44,497 40,857 35,182 26,911 8,271 5,675 4,640 1,035 3,640 2,181 1,459
Fall 1969.... 59,055 51,050 45,550 32,513 13,037 5,500 3 4,200 3 1,300 ° 8,005 5,897 2,108
Fall 1970 59,838 51,257 45,894 32,558 13,336 5,363 4,052 1,311 8,581 6,428 2,153
Fall 1971 60,220 51,271 46,071 32,318 13,753 5,200 3 3,900 3 1,300 ° 8,949 6,804 2,144
Fall 1972 59,941 50,726 45,726 31,879 13,848 5,000 3 3,700 3 1,300 ¢ 9,215 7,071 2,144
Fall 1973 60,047 50,445 45,445 31,401 14,044 5,000 3 3,700 ¢ 1,300 3 9,602 7,420 2,183
Fall 1974.... 60,297 50,073 45,073 30,971 14,103 5,000 8 3,700 3 1,300 ¢ 10,224 7,989 2,235
Fall 1975.... 61,004 49,819 44,819 30,515 14,304 5,000 2 3,700 ° 1,300 3 11,185 8,835 2,350
Fall 1976..... 60,490 49,478 44,311 29,997 14,314 5,167 3,825 1,342 11,012 8,653 2,359
Fall 1977..... 60,003 48,717 43,577 29,375 14,203 5,140 3,797 1,343 11,286 8,847 2,439
Fall 1978.... 58,897 47,637 42,551 28,463 14,088 5,086 3,732 1,353 11,260 8,786 2,474
Fall 1979 ..., 58,221 46,651 41,651 28,034 13,616 5,000 3 3,700 3 1,300 ¢ 11,570 9,037 2,533
Fall 1980.... 58,305 46,208 40,877 27,647 13,231 5,331 3,992 1,339 12,097 9,457 2,640
Fall 1981 57,916 45,544 40,044 27,280 12,764 5,500 3 4,100 3 1,400 ° 12,372 9,647 2,725
Fall 1982 57,591 45,166 39,566 27,161 12,405 5,600 2 4,200 ° 1,400 3 12,426 9,696 2,730
Fall 1983 57,432 44,967 39,252 26,981 12,271 5715 4,315 1,400 12,465 9,683 2,782
Fall 1984.... 57,150 44,908 39,208 26,905 12,304 5,700 8 4,300 3 1,400 ° 12,242 9,477 2,765
Fall 1985........oovrireeries 57,226 44,979 39,422 27,034 12,388 5,557 4,195 1,362 12,247 9,479 2,768
Fall 1986.... 57,709 45,205 39,753 27,420 12,333 54523 41163 1,336 ° 12,504 9,714 2,790
Fall 1987..... 58,253 45,487 40,008 27,933 12,076 5,479 4,232 1,247 12,767 9,973 2,793
Fall 1988.... 58,485 45,430 40,189 28,501 11,687 52423 4,036 3 1,206 ° 13,055 10,161 2,894
Fall 1989.... 59,680 46,141 40,543 29,152 11,390 5,599 3 4,470 °° 1,1283 13,539 10,578 2,961
Fall 1990.... 60,683 46,864 41,217 29,878 11,338 5,648 4,514 1,134 13,819 10,845 2,974
Fall 1991 62,087 47,728 42,047 30,506 11,541 56813 4,552 3 1,129 14,359 11,310 3,049
Fall 1992 62,987 48,500 42,823 31,088 11,735 56773 4,560 ° 1,117 3 14,487 11,385 3,103
Fall 1993 63,439 49,134 43,465 31,504 11,961 5,669 3 4,564 3 1,104 14,305 11,189 3,116
Fall 1994.... 64,177 49,898 44111 31,898 12,213 57873 4,656 ° 1,1313 14,279 11,134 3,145
Fall 1995.... 65,020 50,759 44,840 32,341 12,500 5918 4,756 1,163 14,262 11,002 3,169
Fall 1996.... 65,911 51,544 45,611 32,764 12,847 59333 47553 1,178 ¢ 14,368 11,120 3,247
Fall 1997 .... 66,574 52,071 46,127 33,073 13,054 5,944 4,759 1,185 14,502 11,196 3,306
Fall 1998.... 67,033 52,526 46,539 33,346 13,193 5,988 3 47763 1,212°3 14,507 11,138 3,369
Fall 1999.......ovvmrviircrivinriinens 67,667 52,876 46,857 33,488 13,369 6,018 4,789 1,229 14,791 11,309 3,482
Fall 2000.... 68,685 53,373 47,204 33,688 13,515 6,169 3 4,906 3 1,264 ° 15,312 11,753 3,560
Fall 2001 69,920 53,992 47,672 33,938 13,734 6,320 5,023 1,296 15,928 12,233 3,695
Fall 2002 71,015 54,403 48,183 34,116 14,067 6,220 3 49153 1,306 3 16,612 12,752 3,860
Fall 2003 71,540 54,639 48,540 34,202 14,338 6,099 4,788 1,311 16,900 12,857 4,043
Fall 2004-.... 72,218 54,946 48,795 34,178 14,617 6,151 ¢ 48124 1,338 4 17,272 12,980 4,292
Fall 2005%..........coovveemcrivrnininns 72,260 54,772 48,710 33,823 14,887 6,062 4,702 1,360 17,487 5 13,022 5 4,466°
Fall 2006* 72,723 55,075 48,948 33,906 15,042 6,127 4,752 1,375 17,648 13,360 4,288
Fall 20074 73,154 55,238 49,091 33,990 15,101 6,147 4,765 1,382 17,916 13,555 4,361
Fall 2008+ 73,535 55,333 49,167 34,154 15,013 6,166 4,791 1,374 18,202 13,765 4,437
Fall 2009+ 73,933 55,453 49,267 34,350 14,917 6,186 4,821 1,365 18,480 13,968 4,511

See notes at end of table.

DIGEST OF EDUCATION STATISTICS 2006




CHAPTER 1: All Levels of Education
Enrollment, Teachers, and Schools

15

Table 3. Enroliment in educational institutions, by level and control of institution: Selected years, 186970 through fall 2015—Continued
[In thousands]

Public elementary and secondary schools | Private elementary and secondary schools' | Postsecondary degree-granting institutions?
Prekinder- Prekinder-
Total | Elementary garten garten
enrollment, | and secon- through Grades 9 through Grades 9
Year alllevels|  dary, total Total grade 8| through 12 Total grade 8|  through 12 Total Public Private
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12
Fall 2010¢.... 74,376 55,630 49,415 34,618 14,797 6,215 4,860 1,355 18,746 14,159 4,587
Fall 20114. 74,842 55,886 49,637 34,907 14,730 6,249 4,901 1,348 18,956 14,311 4,645
Fall 2012¢.... 75,414 56,232 49,938 35,297 14,641 6,294 4,954 1,341 19,182 14,473 4,709
Fall 2013¢.... 76,077 56,638 50,294 35,724 14,569 6,344 5,010 1,334 19,439 14,659 4,780
Fall 2014¢. 76,819 57,137 50,735 36,143 14,593 6,402 5,066 1,335 19,682 14,835 4,847
Fall 2015¢.... 77,555 57,681 51,220 36,439 14,780 6,461 5,110 1,351 19,874 14,974 4,900
—Not available. financial aid programs. The degree-granting classification is very similar to the earlier

Beginning in fall 1980, data include estimates for an expanded universe of private schools.
Therefore, direct comparisons with earlier years should be avoided.

2Data for 1869-70 through 1949-50 include resident degree-credit students enrolled at any
time during the academic year. Beginning in 1959, data include all resident and extension
students enrolled at the beginning of the fall term.

SEstimated.

“Projected.

5Actual data.

NOTE: Elementary and secondary enrollment includes students in local public school sys-
tems and in most private schools (religiously affiliated and nonsectarian), but generally
excludes homeschooled children and students in subcollegiate departments of colleges
and in federal schools. Based on the National Household Education Survey, the home-
schooled children numbered approximately 1.1 million in 2003. Excludes preprimary pupils
in private schools that do not offer kindergarten or above. Data through 1995 are for institu-
tions of higher education, while later data are for degree-granting institutions. Degree-
granting institutions grant associate’s or higher degrees and participate in Title IV federal

higher education classification, but it includes more 2-year colleges and excludes a few
higher education institutions that did not grant degrees. (See Guide to Sources for details.)
Some data have been revised from previously published figures. Detail may not sum to
totals because of rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Annual
Report of the Commissioner of Education, 1870 to 1910; Biennial Survey of Education in
the United States, 1919-20 through 1949-50; Statistics of Public Elementary and Second-
ary School Systems, 1959 through 1980, Common Core of Data (CCD), “State Nonfiscal
Survey of Public Elementary and Secondary Education,” 1981-82 through 2004-05; Youth
Survey of the National Household Education Surveys Program (Youth-NHES:1999); Pri-
vate School Universe Survey (PSS), 1989-90 through 2003-04; Projections of Education
Statistics to 2015; Opening (Fall) Enrollment in Higher Education, 1959 through 1962;
Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS), “Fall Enroliment in Institutions of
Higher Education” surveys, 1966 through 1985; and 1986 through 2005 Integrated Post-
secondary Education Data System (IPEDS), “Fall Enroliment Survey” (IPEDS-EF:86-99),
and Spring 2001 through Spring 2006. (This table was prepared September 2006.)
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Table 4. Number of teachers in elementary and secondary schools, and instructional staff in postsecondary degree-granting institutions, by

control of institution: Selected years, fall 1970 through fall 2015

[In thousands]

All levels Elementary and secondary teachers' Degree-granting institutions instructional staff?
Year Total Public Private Total Public Private Total Public Private
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2,766 2,373 393 2,292 2,059 233 474 314 160
3,081 2,641 440 2,453 2,198 2553 628 443 185
3,171 2,679 492 2,485 2,184 301 686 34 495 34 191 34
3,145 2,636 509 2,440 2,127 3133 705 509 196
3,168 2,639 529 2,458 2,133 3253 710 34 506 34 204 34
3,200 2,651 549 2,476 2,139 337 724 512 212
3,225 2,673 552 2,508 2,168 3403 717 34 505 34 21234
3,264 2,709 555 2,549 2,206 343 715 34 503 34 212 34
3,314 2,754 560 2,592 2,244 3483 72234 510 34 21234
3,424 2,831 592 2,631 2,279 3523 793 553 240
3,472 2,882 590 2,668 2,323 3453 8043 5593 2453
3,537 2,934 603 2,713 2,357 3563 824 577 247
3,576 2,972 604 2,759 2,398 3613 8173 5743 2443
3,623 3,013 610 2,797 2,432 3653 826 581 245
3,703 3,080 624 2,827 2,459 3683 8773 6213 2573
3,790 3,154 636 2,874 2,504 3703 915 650 265
3,848 3,205 643 2,925 2,552 3733 9233 653 ° 2703
3,906 3,255 651 2,974 2,598 3763 932 657 275
4,006 3,339 666 3,051 2,667 3843 954 3 6723 2823
4,127 3,441 687 3,138 2,746 391 990 695 295
4,230 3,527 703 3,230 2,830 4003 9993 6973 3033
4,347 3,624 723 3,319 2,911 408 1,028 713 315
4,433 3,682 750 3,366 2,941 4243 1,067 3 7413 3263
4,554 3,771 783 3,440 3,000 441 1,113 771 342
4,632 3,829 803 3,476 3,034 4423 1,156 3 7953 3613
4,664 3,841 823 3,490 3,049 441 1,175 793 382
4,775 3,909 865 3,537 3,091 4473 1,237 3 8193 4183
4,883 3,980 903 3,593 3,139 454 1,290 841 449
— — — 3,635 3,176 459 — — —
— — — 3,671 3,207 464 — — —
— — — 3,705 3,237 468 — — —
— — — 3,738 3,266 472 — — —
— — — 3,776 3,299 477 — — —
— — — 3,820 3,337 483 — — —
— — — 3,873 3,384 489 — — —
— — — 3,932 3,435 497 — — —
— — — 3,997 3,492 505 — — —
— — — 4,064 3,551 513 — — —
—Not available. 5Projected.

TIncludes teachers in local public school systems and in most private schools (religiously affil-
iated and nonsectarian). Teachers are reported in terms of full-time equivalents.

2Data through 1995 are for institutions of higher education, while later data are for degree-
granting institutions. Degree-granting institutions grant associate’s or higher degrees and
participate in Title IV federal financial aid programs. The degree-granting classification is very
similar to the earlier higher education classification, but it includes more 2-year colleges and
excludes a few higher education institutions that did not grant degrees. (See Guide to
Sources for details.) Includes full-time and part-time faculty with the rank of instructor or
above in colleges, universities, professional schools, and 2-year colleges. Excludes teaching
assistants.

SEstimated.

4Inclusion of institutions is not consistent with surveys for 1987 and later years.

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. Some data have been revised from
previously published figures. Headcounts are used to report data for degree-granting institu-
tions instructional staff.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Statistics
of Public Elementary and Secondary Day Schools, 1970 and 1975; Common Core of Data
(CCD), “State Nonfiscal Survey of Public Elementary/Secondary Education,” 1980 through
2003; Projections of Education Statistics to 2015; Higher Education General Information Sur-
vey (HEGIS), “Fall Staff” survey, 1970 and 1975; 1987 through 2005 Integrated Postsecond-
ary Education Data System (IPEDS), “Fall Staff Survey” (IPEDS-S:87-99), and Winter
2001-02 through Winter 2005-06; U.S. Equal Opportunity Commission, EEO-6, 1981 and
1983; and unpublished data. (This table was prepared October 2006
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Table 5. Number of educational institutions, by level and control of institution: Selected years, 1980-81 through 2004-05
1999-
Level and control of institution 1980-81| 1990-91| 1993-94| 1994-95| 1995-96| 1996-97| 1997-98| 1998-99 2000| 2000-01| 2001-02| 2002-03| 2003-04| 2004-05
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Allinstitutions.......... - - - - - —| 123,504 —| 125642 —| 129,843 —| 130,522 —
Elementary and secondary
schools . ..| 106,746 | 109,228 111,486 —| 114,811 —| 116,910 —| 119,235 —| 123,385 —| 124,110 =
Elementary 72,659| 74,716| 75591 —| 77,909 —| 79,362 —| 80661 —| 82655 —| 82,955 —
Secondary ... 24,856 23,602 23,256 — 23,530 —| 24,169 —| 24,903 —| 24,884 —| 25,476 —
Combined..... 5202| 8,847 10678 —| 11,205 — 11412 —| 12,197 —| 14,430 —| 13931 -
Other’ ..o 4,029 2,063 1,962 - 2,167 - 1,967 - 1,474 - 1,416 - 1,749 -
85,982 84,538 85,393 86,221 87,125 88,223 89,508 90,874 92,012 93,273 94,112 95,615 95,726 96,513
59,326 59,015 60,052 60,808 61,165 61,805 62,739 63,462 64,131 64,601 65,228 65,718 65,758 65,984
22,619 21,135 20,705 20,904 20,997 21,307 21,682 22,076 22,365 21,994 22,180 22,599 22,782 23,445
1,743 2,325 2,674 2,764 2,796 2,980 3,120 3,721 4,042 5,096 5,288 5,552 5,437 5,572
2,294 2,063 1,962 1,745 2,167 2,131 1,967 1,615 1,474 1,582 1,416 1,746 1,749 1,512
Private schools .........cccccvvvrrinnnne 20,764 24,690 26,093 — 27,686 — 27,402 — 27,223 — 29,273 — 28,384 —
Elementary... 13,333 15,701 15,539 - 16,744 — 16,623 — 16,530 — 17,427 — 17,197 —
2,237 2,467 2,551 - 2,533 - 2,487 - 2,538 - 2,704 - 2,694 -
3,459 6,522 8,004 — 8,409 — 8,292 — 8,155 — 9,142 — 8,494 —
1,735 @] @ - @ — @ — @ - @ - @ —
Postsecondary Title
IV institutions — — — — - 6,669 6,594 6,431 6,407 6,479 6,458 6,354 6,412 6,383
Public.. - - - - —|  2069| 2163] 2000 2078] 2084 2099 2051 2,047 2,027
Private . — — — — — 4,600 4,431 4,341 4,329 4,395 4,359 4,303 4,365 4,356
Not-for-profi — — — — — 2,027 2,007 1,986 1,936 1,950 1,941 1,921 1,913 1,875
For-profit .... - - - - - 2,573 2,424 2,355 2,393 2,445 2,418 2,382 2,452 2,481
Title IV non-degree-granting
institutions.. - - - - - 2,660 2,530 2,383 2,323 2,297 2,261 2,186 2,176 2,167
Public ... — — — — — 367 456 409 396 386 386 339 327 327
Private.. — — — — — 2,293 2,074 1,974 1,927 1,911 1,875 1,847 1,849 1,840
Not-for-profit. — — — — — 334 300 291 255 255 265 256 249 238
For-profit - - - - - 1,959 1,774 1,683 1,672 1,656 1,610 1,591 1,600 1,602
Title IV degree-granting
institutions 3,231 3,559 3,632 3,688 3,706 4,009 4,064 4,048 4,084 4,182 4,197 4,168 4,236 4,216
2-year colleges. 1,274 1,418 1,442 1,473 1,462 1,742 1,755 1,713 1,721 1,732 1,710 1,702 1,706 1,683
Public ... 945 972 1,021 1,036 1,047 1,088 1,092 1,069 1,068 1,076 1,085 1,081 1,086 1,061
Private.. 329 446 421 437 415 654 663 644 653 656 625 621 620 622
Not-for-profit . 182 167 181 192 187 184 179 164 150 144 135 127 118 112
For-profit 147 279 240 245 228 470 484 480 503 512 490 494 502 510
4-year colleges. 1,957 2,141 2,190 2,215 2,244 2,267 2,309 2,335 2,363 2,450 2,487 2,466 2,530 2,533
Public ... 552 595 604 605 608 614 615 612 614 622 628 631 634 639
Private.. 1,405 1,546 1,586 1,610 1,636 1,653 1,694 1,723 1,749 1,828 1,859 1,835 1,896 1,894
Not-for-profit . 1,387 1,482 1,506 1,510 1,519 1,509 1,528 1,531 1,531 1,551 1,541 1,538 1,546 1,525
For-profit 18 64 80 100 117 144 166 192 218 277 318 297 350 369
—Not available. SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Com-

‘Includes special education, alternative, and other schools not classified by grade span.
Because of changes in survey definitions, figures for “‘other”™ schools are not comparable
from year to year.

2Included in other private school categories.

NOTE: Postsecondary data through 1994-95 are for institutions of higher education, while
later data are for Title IV degree-granting and non-degree-granting institutions. Degree-
granting institutions grant associate’s or higher degrees and participate in Title IV federal
financial aid programs. The degree-granting classification is very similar to the earlier
higher education classification, but it includes more 2-year colleges and excludes a few
higher education institutions that did not grant degrees. (See Guide to Sources for details.)

mon Core of Data (CCD), “Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey,
1989-90 through 2004-05; Private Schools in American Education; Schools and Staffing
Survey (SASS), “Public School Questionnaire,” 1990-91; Private School Universe Survey
(PSS), 1993-94 through 2003—-04; Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS),
“Institutional Characteristics of Colleges and Universities” surv