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Executive Summary

Of the roughly 3 million students who first
enrolled in postsecondary education in 1995-96,
about 40 percent began in 4-year institutions
(usualy in bachelor’ s degree programs), but the
maj ority began at |ess-than-4-year institutions,
including one-half at 2-year institutions and about
10 percent at less-than-2-year institutions (figure
A). Less-than-2-year institutions offer only
vocational certificate programsthat can be
completed anywhere from afew months to just
under two years. Two-year institutions offer both
certificates and associate’ s degrees that require

two to three years of full-time enrollment. The
students who started at these less-than-4-year
institutions in 1995-96 could have completed a
certificate or associate' s degree program by 1998,
while those in 4-year bachelor’ s degree programs
would normally just be completing their junior
year of college.

The subject of thisreport is the persistence and
degree attainment after three years of the students
who began postsecondary education in 1995-96,
with afocus on those who started in less-than-4-

toinstitution control

Figure A—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students according to level of institution
first attended and among those in less-than-4-year institutions, the percentage distribution according
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NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
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Figure B—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students after three yearsaccording to
enrollment status and attainment (anywhere€), by level of first institution attended

Less-than-2-year

2-year

Level of first ingtitution attended

4-year

O No degree, |€ft postsecondary education
by spring 1998

No degres, still enrolled in
postsecondary education spring 1998

B Attained a degree or certificate anywhere
by spring 1998

*One percent bachelor’s degree; 3 percent associate's and certificates.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Because of a small difference in the number of missing values at less-than-
2-year ingtitutions, the 6 percent still enrolled is dlightly lower than in table 2. The term “degree” includes certificates.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students

Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

year institutions. Attainment means that the
student completed a program and earned a degree,
defined broadly as including certificates.
Persistence refers to all those who continued to be
enrolled until they completed a program, and
therefore includes those who attained a degree.
Students who transferred from their original
institution and continued to be enrolled or
completed a program el sewhere have also
persisted.

Figure B displays information about the
persistence and attainment three years after
studentsfirst enrolled in 1995-96. Each institution
sector is shown separately. Among those who
started in 4-year institutions, 18 percent had left
postsecondary education without a degree, about
three-fourths were still enrolled without a degree,

and a small percentage had attained a degree
(mostly certificates and associate’ s). That is, about
80 percent had persisted, but not necessarily at the
institution where they first started. Among those
who started at 2-year and at less-than-2-year
institutions, about 40 percent had | eft
postsecondary education within three years. The
maj ority of those who started at |ess-than-2-year
institutions had attained a certificate or degree (58
percent), compared with 18 percent of those who
started at 2-year institutions.

As shown in figure A above, most of the
beginning students who enrolled in the 2-year
sector (91 percent) attended public institutions,
usually community colleges. Most of thosein the

ITwenty percent of the freshmen transferred out of their ini-
tial 4-year ingtitution.
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Figure C—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who first enrolled in public and
private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions, by first program and field of study and by first degree

goal
Vocational
certificate Associate's/
applied fields
Associate's
liberal arts/ Vocational
uncertain Associate's certificate
applied
. field . .
Public 1€as Private, for-profit
First program and field of study
N . None
one Certificate Bachelor’ g/transfer
to 4-year
2
Bachelor's/ @ SN
transfer to o Associate’s Certificate
A-year Associate’' s degree

degree

Public

First degree goal

Private, for-profit

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students

Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

less-than-2-year sector (80 percent) attended
private, for-profit institutions (also known as
proprietary or private career schools). The
community colleges have a broad range of
missions, from job training to offering lower
division courses for students who want to transfer
to 4-year institutions. The private, for-profit
institutions generally only offer programs that
prepare students for specific occupations.

Therest of the essay will focus on the less-
than-4-year institutions, comparing the students
who started at public with those who started at
private, for-profit institutionsin terms of their
degree programs, goals, and enrollment patterns.
The analysis differentiates between studentsin
certificate and associate' s degree programs and

further separates studentsin associate’ s degree
programs into applied and liberal artsfields. One
of the main questions addressed is why students
who begin at less-than-4-year public institutions
have lower rates of attainment than those who
begin at private, for-profit institutions.?

Programs, Degree Goals, and
Purpose

In order to make a meaningful comparison
between students who begin their postsecondary
education at less-than-4-year public and private,
for-profit institutions, it isimportant to examine

2The analysis excludes about 2 percent of the students who
are in lessthan-4-year private, not-for-profit institutions
(primarily junior colleges).
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the types of programs in which students enroll and
further why they have enrolled. Figure C
illustrates how studentsin less-than-4-year public
and private, for-profit institutions were distributed
with respect to both their program and field of
study and their reported degree goals.

Private, for-profit institutions primarily offer
short-term programs leading to vocational
certificates. Accordingly, four-fifths of these
students were enrolled in certificate programs,
primarily in cosmetology, health assistance,
secretarial, and mechanical trades. The remaining
one-fifth were enrolled in applied associate's
degree programs such as business, allied health
technicians, and engineering technology. Students
beginning in public less-than-4-year ingtitutions,
on the other hand, were more likely to be enrolled
in associate' s degree programs than in vocational
certificate programs. About 40 percent were in
applied associate’' s degree programs, and another
40 percent were either liberal arts majors or had
not declared a major.3

An examination of beginning students' degree
goals at the institution where they start clarifies
their actual intentions with respect to their current
enrollment. Unlike most private, for-profit
institutions, one of the missions of public 2-year
institutions is to provide a means for students
working toward a bachelor’ s degree to complete
their lower division requirements and transfer to a
4-year institution. Students who transfer are not
required to have earned an associate’ s degree, but
if they successfully transfer, they have achieved
their goal for that institution.

Studentsin public institutions primarily
reported goals of earning an associate’ s degree (47
percent) or transferring to a 4-year college without

3About one-third of the liberal arts'uncertain group had not
declared majors.

Vi

adegree (24 percent). By contrast, studentsin
private, for-profit institutions indicated goal s of
obtaining avocational certificate (65 percent) or
an associate' s degree (18 percent), while few
indicated any transfer intentions (2 percent). In
both the public and the private, for-profit sectors,
approximately the same percentage reported
having no degree goal (15 and 16 percent,
respectively). That is, they were probably enrolled
to advance their occupational skills or for their
own personal enrichment.

When students in less-than-4-year institutions
were asked to report their primary reason for
enrolling (separate from their degree goals), two-
thirds of those in private, for-profit institutions
indicated that they wanted to gain job skills,
compared with one-quarter of thosein public
institutions. Correspondingly, about one-third of
students in public less-than-4-year institutions
reported plans to transfer to a 4-year college,
compared with only 2 percent of those in private,
for-profit institutions.

Taking into account both students' degree
goals and their primary purpose for enrolling, it is
apparent that those enrolled in the private, for-
profit sector would be able to fulfill their
intentions of earning a certificate or an associate's
degree and, in the process, enhance their job skills
al in the same institution. Studentsin the public
sector, on the other hand, had less of an immediate
occupational focus and often planned to transfer to
a4-year college without earning an associate’s
degree.

Persistence and Attainment of
Students at L ess-Than-4-Y ear
I nstitutions

A major difference between certificate and
associate' s degree programsisthetime it takes to
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complete them. A vocational certificate programis Full-time students are obviously able to
often completed in about one year, while progress through a program more quickly than
associate’ s degrees take at least two yearsto part-time students. Since most of the students
complete. Most of the beginning students at starting in the private, for-profit sector werein
private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions shorter programs and attended full time as long as
were enrolled in short-term certificate programs they were enrolled, it might be expected that they
(80 percent), while most of those in public would have higher rates of degree attainment after
institutions were enrolled in longer term three years than those who started at the public
associate’ s degree programs (81 percent). less-than-4-year institutions, where most of the
students were in longer programs and less likely to
Not only were the beginning studentsin the attend full time.
private, for-profit institutions primarily enrolled in
shorter programs, but most of them (about three- Comparing the students in the two sectors who
fourths) were full-time students during their entire  began in vocational certificate programs and those
enrollment. At the public institutions, about one- who began in associate’ s degree programs
half of the beginning students started their controls for the effect of the differencein the
enrollment full time, but just one-third continued length of these programs on attainment rates. The
to attend full time as long as they were enrolled. percentages displayed in figure D differentiate
Moreover, about one-fourth of those in the public students who were still enrolled at the same
institutions were always enrolled part time, institution from those who transferred and are
compared with about one-tenth in the private, for- limited to those who attained a degree at the first
profit institutions. institution attended.

Figure D—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private, for-profit
and in public less-than-4-year institutions, by enrollment status and attainment at the first institution
attended after threeyears

Certificate program Associate' s program

O No degree, not enrolled anywhere

No degree, transferred from first

ingtitution
N N q
§§ \ [INo degres, till enrolled at first
institution

H Attained associate' s degree at first
ingtitution

A Attained certificate at first institution

Private, for- Public Private, for- Public
profit profit
Typeof first institution attended

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. The term “degree” includes certificates.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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The differences in attainment rates at public
and private, for-profit institutions are still evident
within certificate and associate' s degree programs.
About one-half (54 percent) of those who beganin
certificate programs at private, for-profit
institutions attained a certificate at the first
institution attended, compared with 30 percent of
those who began at public institutions. The
percentage of beginning studentsin associate’' s
degree programs who attained associate’ s degrees
at the first institution was aso higher at the
private, for-profit institutions than at the public
institutions (35 percent compared with 7 percent).

There was no difference between sectorsin the
percentage of those in associate’ s degree programs
who |eft postsecondary education from the first
institution without a degree (34 percent).

However, as might be expected from the
difference in degree goals examined earlier, the
percentage of those in associate’ s degree programs
who left the first institution attended to transfer
elsewhere was higher at the public than at the
private, for-profit institutions (23 percent
compared with 9 percent).

The difference in the attainment rates of
beginning students in the two sectors appears to be
related to the much higher percentage of full-time
studentsin the private, for-profit institutions. In
addition, the higher degree attainment rates at the
for-profit institutions may be related to their term
structure. Many for-profit institutions offer
programs that allow continuous enrolment
without regular term structures or summer
vacations. Thisis reflected in the time it took
students to attain degrees or certificates. Those
full-time students who compl eted certificates at
private, for-profit institutions finished in an
average of 12 months, while those who completed
certificates at public institutions required an
average of 16 months. Similarly, those who

viii

completed an associate’ s degree at public
institutions took an average of 25 months, 3
months longer than those who received an
associate’ s degree at private, for-profit institutions
by 1998.

Conclusions

Many of the differencesin the enrollment
experiences of beginning students at private, for-
profit and at public less-than-4-year institutions
reflect the differencesin the type of programin
which they were enrolled. Eighty percent of the
students in the private, for-profit institutions
began in vocational certificate programs, while
about eighty percent of the students in the public
institutions began in associate’ s degree programs,
which take longer to complete. Nevertheless, the
attainment rates for both vocational certificates
and associate’ s degrees were much higher for
students who began in private, for-profit
institutions.

There were also distinct differencesin degree
goals, reasons for enrolling, and attendance
patterns between students in the two sectors that
contribute to explaining some of the attainment
differences. Compared with studentsin the public
sector, those in private, for-profit |ess-than-4-year
institutions:

were more likely to focus on gaining job
skills;

had degree goals specific to the programs
offered at the first institution attended and
were less likely to have intentions of
transferring to a 4-year college;

were more likely to attend full time for the
duration of their enrollment; and

completed their certificates or associate’s
degree programs in a shorter time.



Foreword

This report provides a description of the data collected in the first follow-up of the 1995-96
Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudina Study (BPS:96/98). The study is based on a
sample of students who began their postsecondary education in 1995-96 and were initialy inter-
viewed in 1996 as part of the Nationa Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS.96). These
first-time beginning students were interviewed again in mid-1998, about three years after they
had started their postsecondary education. A maor purpose of the BPS studies is to provide in-
formation about the persistence of beginning students in postsecondary education and their at-
tainment of any certificates or degrees at different types of institutions.

Because most students who began in 1995-96 would not have been enrolled long enough to
complete a bachelor’s degree at the time of the follow-up survey in 1998, the essay of the report
focuses on the persistence and attainment of students enrolled in programs leading to associate’s
degrees and vocational certificates at less-than-4-year ingtitutions. In particular, the analysis
compares the outcomes of students in public institutions with those in private, for-profit institu-
tions three years after they first enrolled.

The essay is followed by a compendium of supplemental tables detailing persistence and
attainment by various types of institutions. It also contains summary findings and tables about the
characteristics of beginning students, with a particular emphasis on employment.

The estimates presented in the report (mostly percentages) were produced using the NCES
Data Analysis System (DAYS) for the BPS:96/98 survey. The DAS is a microcomputer application
that allows users to specify and generate their own tables. The DAS produces design-adjusted
standard errors necessary for testing the statistical significance of differences shown in the tables.
For more information regarding the DAS, readers should consult appendix B of this report.
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STUDENTSWHO START AT
L ESS-THAN-4-YEAR INSTITUTIONS

| ntroduction

In 1995-96, approximately 3 million students began their postsecondary education for the
first time. A sample of these first-time beginning students was chosen to be interviewed in 1996
as part of the National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:96), and then interviewed
again three years later during mid-1998 in the first follow-up of the Beginning Postsecondary
Students Longitudinal Study (BPS:96/98).1 A complete description of these beginning students
during their first year in postsecondary education is available in another report.2 The current re-
port provides a descriptive summary of their educational experience after three years, with a spe-
cial emphasis on their persistence in postsecondary education and their attainment of any degrees
or certificates.

About two-fifths of the students beginning in 1995-96 enrolled in 4-year colleges and uni-
versities, while three-fifths enrolled in less-than-4-year institutions that did not offer a bachelor’s
degree (figure 1). One-half of all beginning students attended 2-year institutions and about 9 per-
cent attended less-than-2-year ingtitutions. Almost all beginning students in the 2-year sector at-
tended public institutions (91 percent), which are usually called community colleges. Most of
those in the less-than-2-year sector (80 percent) attended private, for-profit institutions, which are
also known as private career or proprietary schools.

Less-than-4-year institutions offer vocational certificate programs and associate’s degree
programs in the liberal arts and in applied fields. The certificate programs are relatively short and
can usually be completed in about one year of full-time enrollment, while the associate’ s degree
programs require two to three years. Therefore, the students who began at |ess-than-4-year insti-
tutions in 1995-96 could have completed their programs by the time of the first follow-up survey
in 1998, while those who started in bachelor’s degree programs at 4-year institutions would nor-
mally just be completing their junior year of college.

1J. Wine et al., Beginning Postsecondary Sudents Longitudinal Sudy First Follow-up 1996-98, Methodology Report (NCES
2000-157) (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2000).

2L, Kojaku and A.M. Nufiez, Descriptive Summary of 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Sudents, With Profiles of Sudents
Entering 2- and 4-Year Institutions (NCES 1999-030) (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, 1998).
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Figure 1—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students according to level of
institution first attended and among thosein less-than-4-year institutions, the percentage
distribution according to institution control

4-year
2-year
Less-than-2-year
l First institution attended
Private, not- Private, not-
for-profit for-profit
1 Private, 2

for-profit

Private, ;
for-profit Fublic
Control of Control of
less-than-2-year institutions 2-year institutions

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

The essay in this report begins with a comparison of the experience of students who began
in 4-year, 2-year, and less-than-2-year ingtitutions, examining the three-year rates of degree at-
tainment, institutional retention, and postsecondary persistence. Attainment means that the stu-
dent completed a postsecondary program and received a credential, either a certificate in a
vocational field, an associate's degree, or a bachelor's degree. Institutional retention refers to
those beginning students who remained at the same institution where they started until they com-
pleted a program. Three-year retention rates include the percentage of beginners who had attained
adegree at their original institution as well as those who continued to be enrolled there after three
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years. Student persistence is a broader concept. It refers to those students who have continued
anywhere in postsecondary education, including those who had transferred out of their original
institution. Three-year persistence rates include the percentage of beginners who had attained a
degree at any institution in three years and those who were still enrolled at any postsecondary in-
stitution.

The rest of this essay focuses on the patterns of persistence and attainment of those students
who began at less-than-4-year institutions in 1995-96, and some of the employment outcomes of
both those who completed a program within three years and those who did not. The emphasisis
on the differences between students who began their postsecondary education in certificate and
associate' s degree programs, examining the characteristics of students at public and at private,
for-profit institutions separately.3 One of the issues examined is why beginning students at public
institutions have lower rates of attainment than those beginning in private, for-profit institutions.

This report expands and refines the analysis of a previous study of the five-year persistence
of students who began postsecondary education in 1989-90 (BPS:90/94).4 That study examined
persistence and attainment rates after five years, with a focus on the differences by the level of
the ingtitution at which the students began. The previous analysis showed that those who began at
less-than-2-year institutions were more likely to be older and nontraditional than those who be-
gan at 2-year ingtitutions. Although nontraditional students generally had a greater risk of not
persisting, those who began at less-than-2-year institutions had higher rates of attainment than
those who began at 2-year institutions.

In the essay and in the supplemental tables of this report, the data are aggregated to focus
more on the difference between students in public and in private, for-profit less-than-4-year in-
stitutions. There is aso an emphasis on the type of degree program, degree goals, and primary
purpose for enrolling as indicated by the students in the interviews for the BPS:96/98 survey.
Although certificates of completion and diplomas in vocational programs may not meet the strict
definition of “degrees,” in this report the terms * degrees,” “ degree programs,” and “degree goals’
are used as generic terms that include any type of postsecondary course of study and any type of
credential that certifies the completion of a postsecondary education program.

3Students at private, not-for-profit institutions (primarily junior colleges) represented about 2 percent of the beginning student
enrollments at less-than-4-year institutions and will not be analyzed separately. They are included in the essay table totals, how-
ever, and are shown separately in the supplemental tables.

4L. Berkner, S. Cuccarro-Alamin, and A. McCormick, Descriptive Summary of 1989-90 Beginning Postsecondary Students:
Five Years Later, With an Essay on Postsecondary Persistence and Attainment (NCES 96-155) (Washington, DC: U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1996).
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Retention, Persistence, and Attainment After ThreeYears

The length of time that is normally required to complete a program at a postsecondary in-
stitution is related to the level of the degrees offered there and the type of the program in which
the student is enrolled. Lessthan-2-year institutions only offer vocationa certificate programs
that can often be completed in about one year. Two-year institutions (primarily community col-
leges) usually offer both short-term certificate programs and associate’ s degree programs that
generdly require at least two years of full-time enrollment. Four-year institutions mainly offer
bachelor’s degree programs that can be completed in four years, but some also offer certificate
and associate’ s degree programs that can be completed in lesstime.

The actual length of time that students take to complete any program also depends on
whether they are enrolled as full-time students or whether they progress more slowly because
they are enrolled part time. Most of the freshmen in bachelor’s degree programs at 4-year col-
leges and universities were enrolled full time when they began, and the majority of them contin-
ued to be enrolled full time for three years.> The majority (about three-fourths) of beginnersin
vocational certificate programs at less-than-2-year institutions were also full-time students during
their entire program.6 At the 2-year institutions, however, beginners were less likely to be en-
rolled full time. At the community colleges, for example, about one-half of the beginners were
enrolled full time during their first term, and about one-third continued to attend full time as long
as they were enrolled.”

The students who began postsecondary education in 1995-96 could have attained certifi-
cates and associate’ s degrees by the spring of 1998, but most would not have been enrolled long
enough to complete a bachelor’s degree program. Those who did complete a program and re-
ceived a certificate or degree as well as those who were still enrolled in 1998 persisted in post-
secondary education. If they completed the program at the institution where they first started or if
they continued to be enrolled there without having attained a credential, they were retained by
theingtitution.

SNinety percent began as full-time students in 1995-96, and 75 percent were always enrolled full time while they persisted. See
U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitudi-
nal Study, First Follow-up (BPS: 96/98), Data Analysis System.

6Table 6 below.
"Table 6 below. The small proportion of 2-year students at private, for-profit institutions was predominantly full time, however.




Retention, Persistence, and Attainment After Three Years

The difference between persistence and retention is in the way transfers are regarded. Re-
tention represents the ingtitutional perspective. Students who transfer to other institutions before
completing a degree are usually considered not to have been retained at the origina institution.
Persistence represents the student perspective. Persistence in postsecondary education does not
depend on remaining at any particular institution, as long as the student continues to be enrolled
somewhere. Institutions usually do not know whether students who do not return have transferred
elsewhere. When institutional “dropout rates’ are reported, they usually include those students
who have left to transfer elsewhere but have in fact continued to persist in postsecondary educa-
tion at a different institution. The retention rates reported by institutions will therefore understate
the actual rates of student persistence and attainment in postsecondary education as a whole.

I nstitutional Retention

The three-year enrollment experience at the first institution attended by the students begin-
ning at 4-year, 2-year, and less-than-2-year institutions in 1995-96 is shown in figure 2. The per-
centages shown in the figure provide the basis for determining the average retention rates at those
types of institutions. Institutional retention rates are usually measured as the sum of those begin-
ning students who have attained a degree at the institution and those who are still enrolled there.
Those who are not retained may either have transferred to another institution or left postsecon-
dary education entirely.

At the 4-year ingtitutions, the retention rate of beginning students after three years was 67
percent (64 percent were still enrolled there, and 3 percent had attained degrees there). That is,
within three years, about one-third of the freshmen who began at 4-year colleges and universities
in 1995-96 had left the institution where they had started before completing a degree. This does
not mean that one-third of the students had “dropped out” of higher education, however. As also
shown in figure 2, those beginning students who left a 4-year institution during the first three
years were more likely to transfer to another institution (20 percent) than to leave postsecondary
education and not re-enroll anywhere else (13 percent).8

At the less-than-2-year institutions, the retention rate was 61 percent: 54 percent of the stu-
dents had earned a certificate at their original institution, and just 7 percent were still enrolled
there after three years. In part, this relatively high rate of attainment in three years or less reflects
the short duration of the certificate programs offered at these institutions and the high percentage
of students enrolled full time. At the 2-year institutions, which offer both short certificate and

8Eventua|ly, about one-fourth of the transfers from 4-year ingtitutions also left postsecondary education without a degree from
another institution, so that the total of those who began at 4-year ingtitutions and left postsecondary education without a degree
after three years rose from 13 percent to the 18 percent shown in figure 3.
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Figure 2—Retention of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsat thefirst institution attended after three
years, by level of first institution attended
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

longer associate’ s degree programs and where students were more likely to be enrolled part time,
a smaller proportion of the beginning students (45 percent) were retained: 15 percent had earned
adegree at the institution where they had started, and another 30 percent were still enrolled there
without a degree.

At both less-than-2-year and at 2-year ingtitutions, about one-third of the beginners left
postsecondary education entirely within three years (32 percent and 35 percent, respectively). The
percentage of students who left and then transferred elsewhere was higher at the 2-year institu-
tions, however (20 percent compared with 8 percent). One of the basic functions of 2-year insti-
tutions, especially the community colleges, is to provide lower division courses for those who
want to transfer to 4-year ingtitutions. Since it is not necessary to earn an associate's degree in
order to transfer, it can be argued that institutional retention rates at 2-year institutions should
also include those students whose enrollment has allowed them to transfer to a 4-year institution
without an associate’' s degree. Included in the 20 percent who had transferred (anywhere) from
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the first 2-year institution without completing a degree were 12 percent who transferred to 4-year
institutions.® If these students were included, the average three-year retention rate at 2-year insti-
tutions could be interpreted as 57 percent (15 percent attained, 30 percent still enrolled, and 12
percent transferred to 4-year institutions).

Student Persistence

Students' persistence is measured in terms of their enrollment experience in postsecondary
education as a whole. Students who continue to be enrolled or have earned a degree have per-
sisted, whether or not they stayed at the original institution where they started. During the first
three years, about one-fifth of the students beginning in 2-year or in 4-year institutions left the
institution where they started before completing a degree, but continued their education by trans-
ferring somewhere else.’0 The rates at which students actually persist in postsecondary education
are therefore underestimated when only institutional retention rates are reported, without consid-
ering transfers. In the rest of this essay, the focus will be on beginning students’ persistence and
attainment anywhere in postsecondary education during the three years after they first enrolled.

The total three-year persistence and attainment rates (anywhere) of the students who began
postsecondary education in 1995-96 are shown by the level of the institution first attended in
figure 3. The percentage of students who had earned a degree anywhere within three years also
reflects the length of the programs offered at the institutions where they began. By 1998, more
than one-half (58 percent) of those who began at less-than-2-year institutions had attained a cre-
dential (nearly al certificates); at 2-year institutions, 18 percent had attained either certificates or
associate' s degrees; and at 4-year institutions, 4 percent had attained some type of credential, in-
cluding 1 percent who had attained a bachelor’ s degree within three years.11

The three-year persistence rates, which are the sum of the percentage of students who had
attained a degree and of the percentage still enrolled anywhere in postsecondary education, are
also shown in figure 4. After three years, about 80 percent of the freshmen who started at 4-year
colleges and universities in 1995-96 were either still enrolled somewhere in postsecondary edu-
cation or had earned a credential. Among those who began either at 2-year institutions (primarily
community colleges) or at less-than-2-year institutions (primarily private, for-profit), roughly 60
percent had persisted.

u.s. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitu-
dinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98), Data Analysis System.

10Compendium table 3.0a. For more information about transfers, see A. McCormick, Transfer Behavior Among Beginning Post-
secondary Sudents: 1989-94 (NCES 97-266) (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education
Statistics, 1997).

11Table 2 below shows the types of degrees attained.
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Figure 3—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students after three year s according
to enrollment status and attainment (anywhere), by level of first institution attended
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NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Because of a small difference in the number of missing values at less-than-
2-year ingtitutions, the 6 percent till enrolled is slightly lower than in figure 2. The term “degree” includes certificates.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

Figure 4 also shows the percentage of beginning students who left postsecondary education
without a degree during or after each academic year. Among beginning students at 4-year institu-
tions, 7 percent left postsecondary education before their second year, and another 7 percent left
before their third year. After three years, a total of about one-fifth (18 percent) of the 1995-96
freshmen at 4-year ingtitutions had left postsecondary education without completing any degree
program anywhere.12 At both 2-year and at |ess-than-2-year institutions, about one-fourth (24 and
26 percent, respectively) of the beginning students left postsecondary education before their sec-
ond year, and after three years, atotal of about 40 percent had left postsecondary education with-
out completing any program.13

12The difference between this 18 percent and the 13 percent who left postsecondary education from the first institution (figure 2)
represents transfer students from the first institution who eventually left postsecondary education without a degree from another
institution.

13The difference between 36 and 43 percent (figure 3) is not statistically significant.
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Figure 4—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students accor ding to persistence and
thelast academic year enrolled anywhere, by level of first institution attended
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

Per sistence Risk Factors

Traditional students beginning postsecondary education for the first time usually enroll
immediately after graduating from high school, are single, and are dependent on their parents for
financia support. They usually attend full time, although many have part-time jobs while they are
enrolled. By contrast, nontraditional beginners are usually older and have often delayed entry
into postsecondary education. They may have children, are usually self-supporting, and often en-
roll as part-time students while holding afull-time job.14

14 Horn, Nontraditional Undergraduates: Trends in Enrollment from 1986 to 1992 and Persistence and Attainment Among
1989-90 Beginning Postsecondary Students (NCES 97-578) (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, National Center
for Education Statistics, 1996).

10
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The same characteristics that are associated with nontraditional students have also been
identified as factors that are related to lower rates of persistence in postsecondary education. In
particular, there are seven characteristics of students that increase the risk of their leaving post-
secondary education before they complete a program. These “risk factors’ are not having a regu-
lar high school diploma, delaying postsecondary enrollment by more than one year after high
school, enrolling as a part-time student, working full time while enrolled, and beginning as a fi-
nancially independent (self-supporting) student, as a student with children, or as asingle parent.15

The number of risk factors is aso directly related to the age at which the student first en-
rolled in postsecondary education. For example, among those who started at age 18, about two-
thirds (67 percent) had no risk factors, while among those who first enrolled in their late 20s (24—
29), about two-thirds (68 percent) had four or more (table 1).

The proportion of students with several persistence risk factors varied by the type of insti-
tution at which they began, reflecting the age distribution of the student body. At 4-year institu-
tions, about 20 percent of the beginners were over age 18, compared with about one-half at 2-
year institutions and about 80 percent at less-than-2-year institutions.16 At 4-year institutions, just
10 percent of the beginning students had two or more characteristics associated with the risk of
not persisting (6 percent with two or three factors and 4 percent with four or more), compared
with one-half of those entering 2-year institutions and about three-fourths of those starting voca-
tional certificate programs in less-than-2-year institutions (table 1).

In generadl, the likelihood of leaving postsecondary education without completing a program
is directly related to the number of these risk factors that are part of a student’s characteristics.1’
For example, among all 1995-96 first-time beginning students with none of these risk factors, 16
percent left postsecondary education without a degree after three years, compared with one-third
(32 percent) of those with one risk factor and one-half (49 percent) of those with two or three of
these risk factors (table 2).

High-risk, nontraditional students are more likely to persist and complete short-term certifi-
cate programs than longer degree programs. Although the likelihood of leaving postsecondary
education without a degree increased with the number of risk factors present, table 2 also shows
that in total the likelihood of having attained a certificate increased with the number of risk fac-
tors. This reflects the fact that nontraditional, high-risk beginning students are concentrated in
short-term vocational certificate programs, which are primarily offered at less-than-4-year

Bpid.
16supplemental table 6.5a

17see L. Horn, Nontraditional Undergraduates, and L. Berkner et al., Descriptive Summary of 1989-90 Beginning Postsecon-
dary Sudents: Five Years Later.

11
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Table 1—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students accor ding to number of
persistencerisk factorswhen first began, by age and type of ingtitution first attended

Number of risk factors when first enrolled*

Two Four
None One or three or more
Total 45.3 19.2 194 16.1
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 67.2 22.1 9.1 16
19 years 39.2 30.6 21.9 8.3
20-23 years 6.9 19.3 45.0 28.8
24-29 years 0.0 11 31.2 67.7
30 or older 0.0 22 40.3 57.6
Level of first institution
4-year 75.0 14.5 6.4 4.1
2-year 26.1 23.8 26.8 234
Lessthan-2-year 11.2 15.6 40.3 329
Type of first institution
2-year
Public 26.2 23.9 27.2 227
Private, for-profit 23.3 215 225 327
Lessthan-2-year
Public 13.2 14.3 39.8 32.8
Private, for-profit 10.7 15.9 40.7 32.7

*Risk factorsinclude (1) part-time attendance; (2) delayed postsecondary enrollment; (3) financially independent from parents;
(4) work full time while enrolled; (5) have dependents; (6) single parent; and (7) dropped out of high school or completed with
GED/Alternative credential.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

ingtitutions.18 Among the beginners at less-than-2-year institutions, which only offer certificate
programs, over one-half (57 percent) earned a certificate within three years, and their attainment
rates did not vary significantly with the number of risk factors present.

18About 4 percent of beginners in certificate programs were enrolled in 4-year institutions, 50 percent in 2-year institutions, and
46 percent in less-than-2-year institutions (supplemental table 6.1a).
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Table 2—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students according to the highest
degree attained and 3-year persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by number of
persistencerisk factorswhen they first enrolled

Highest degree attained Total 3-year persistence and attainment
Associate's Bachelor's Attained Nodegree, No degree,
None  Certificate degree degree degree enrolled  not enrolled
All ingtitutions
Total 84.3 10.3 5.1 0.4 15.8 51.9 32.3

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 89.2 3.6 6.8 04 10.8 72.8 16.4
One 859 8.2 51 0.9 14.2 53.6 32.2
Two or three 78.7 18.4 2.8 0.1 21.7 295 48.8
Four or more 75.1 215 3.4 0.0 25.3 20.7 54.0

4-year institutions

Total 95.7 15 2.0 0.8 4.3 77.3 18.4

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 96.9 0.9 16 0.6 3.0 83.9 131
One 92.8 2.2 25 25 7.3 68.0 24.7
Two or three 90.7 4.9 35 0.9 9.4 535 371
Four or more 92.3 49 2.8 0.0 8.0 38.5 535

2-year institutions

Total 82.2 9.4 8.4 0.0 18.1 38.9 43.0

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 74.8 53 19.9 0.0 25.6 50.3 24.0
One 87.1 5.8 6.9 0.1 12.8 51.7 354
Two or three 85.1 11.9 3.1 0.0 15.3 30.2 545
Four or more 79.9 15.7 4.4 0.0 20.5 22.6 57.0

L ess-than-2-year institutions

Total 42.6 56.9 0.6 0.0 57.9 6.1 36.0

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 29.6 70.0 0.3 0.0 68.3 85 232
One 43.7 56.3 0.0 0.0 56.4 6.0 37.6
Two or three 44.7 54.0 14 0.0 57.4 7.0 35.6
Four or more 44.5 55.5 0.0 0.0 55.5 2.3 42.2

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Studentsin Less-Than-4-Year Programs

Programs, Degree Goals, and Purpose

Students starting at less-than-4-year institutions may be classified in a variety of ways. ac-
cording to the type of institution that they first attend, the type of program and field of study that
they choose, the highest degree that they expect to earn at that institution, and their primary rea-
son for enrolling. In the telephone interviews for the BPS:96/98 survey, students beginning at
less-than-4-year institutions were asked the following series of questions to address the issues of
program, first degree goals, and primary purpose:

* Program: What type of degree or certificate program are/were you enrolled in at the
first institution attended? Respondents either named a program, or said they were not
in any degree program.

» First degree goal: What is the highest degree that you expect to receive at the first in-
stitution attended? Respondents either named a degree or said that they were not plan-
ning to get a degree there and often said they were planning to transfer without a
degree.

* Purpose: What was your primary reason for enrolling at the first institution attended?
The responses were classified into the following categories: to learn job skills, to earn
a degree or certificate, to transfer elsewhere, and for personal enrichment or other rea
Sons.

The responses to these questions are shown in table 3. Students beginning at less-than-2-
year institutions were relatively easy to classify. Since these institutions offer only vocational
certificates, students can only be enrolled in certificate programs, and the highest degree they can
earn there (their first degree goal) is a certificate (81 percent indicated this as their degree goal).
About 19 percent indicated that they did not expect to earn any degree at that institution. When
asked the purpose for enrolling, the majority (73 percent) indicated that their primary reason for
enrolling at aless-than-2-year institution was to learn job skills.2®

At 2-year institutions, the options are more varied. Depending on how the questions were
interpreted, and the students' convictions (or indecision) at the time, the responses varied in

19 owever, the survey questions may be biased. Those who expected to receive no degree or to earn a certificate were asked if
they were enrolled for a job-related reason or some other reason. The others were only asked to state their primary reason. For
details see “Purpose for enrolling (PGM6Y 1)” in appendix A.
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Table 3—Per centage distribution (by columns) of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswho began in
less-than-4-year institutions according to degree programs and purposesfor enrolling, by first
institution level and control

Level of ingtitution Control of less-than-4-year ingtitution
Total Private, All
less-than- | Lessthan- Public All for-profit  private,
4-year 2-year 2-year 2-year public 2-year  for-profit
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Level of first institution

Less-than-2-year 14.8 100.0 t T 35 T 65.9

2-year 85.2 T 100.0 100.0 96.5 100.0 34.1
Program/field at first institution

Vocationa certificate 30.8 100.0 18.8 17.0 19.9 41.6 80.1

Associate's, applied fields 34.0 T 39.8 37.9 36.6 58.4 19.9

Associate's, libera arts/uncertain 353 T 414 45.1 435 0.0 0.0
Degree goal at first institution

None 14.9 19.1 14.2 144 14.6 10.6 16.0

Certificate 24.0 80.9 13.9 12.1 14.7 35.0 64.6

Associate' s degree 415 0.0 48.8 48.5 46.7 49.3 17.6

Bachelor’s degree or transfer to 4-year  19.7 0.0 231 25.0 24.0 51 18
Purpose for enrolling

Job skills 30.9 73.0 24.3 215 234 57.1 66.5

Earn adegree or certificate 21.2 135 225 223 21.9 231 175

Transfer to 4-year 30.1 0.7 34.8 37.7 36.4 2.7 15

Other 17.7 12.9 185 185 18.3 17.0 145
Transfer or degree expectation

No degree, no transfer 11.3 14.3 10.7 11.0 111 79 11.8

Degree, no transfer 51.5 84.2 45.8 42.2 437 825 83.8

Degree, transfer 15.9 0.7 18.6 20.0 19.3 3.7 17

No degree, transfer 214 0.9 24.9 26.9 25.9 5.9 27
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

consistency. Moreover, the possible responses to these questions are not mutually exclusive. Stu-
dents enrolled in an associate’ s degree program who intended to transfer to a 4-year college could
have responded appropriately in a number of ways. They could report being in an associate’s de-
gree program, a bachelor’s degree transfer program, or no degree program (just accumulating
transfer course credits). In addition, they could respond with aimost any of the options about their
primary purpose.
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Based on these responses, an additional composite variable was constructed to classify the
beginning students by their combined expectations for earning a degree at the first institution and
for transferring elsewhere, with or without a degree. In order to see if there was a difference be-
tween the persistence and attainment of students who had already declared amgjor in afield that
was directly related to specific types of careers and those who were still undecided or were in a
genera libera arts program, those in associate's degree programs were classified into two
groups: liberal arts or undeclared majors and applied fields of study (anything other than liberal
arts, primarily such fields as business, nursing, and technol ogy).20

Students in associate’ s degree programs with majors in the applied fields were more likely
than thosein liberal arts or undeclared majors to say that their primary reason for enrolling was to
acquire job skills (25 percent compared with 8 percent) and less likely to say that they planned to
transfer to a 4-year institution (32 percent compared with 52 percent) (table 4). Those in applied
majors were also twice as likely as those in liberal arts and undeclared majors to expect to earn a
degree at the first institution without any plans to transfer (54 percent compared with 25 percent).

Table 4—Per centage distribution (by columns) of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students attending less-
than-4-year institutions according to type of program, by purpose for enrolling and transfer or
degree expectation

Program/field at first less-than-4-year institution

Vocational Associate’ s degree Associate’ s degree
certificate applied fields liberal arts/undecided
Tota 100.0 100.0 100.0
Purpose for enrolling
Job skills 64.2 254 79
Earn adegree or certificate 184 26.9 17.6
Transfer to 4-year 2.7 317 52.2
Other 14.7 16.0 22.2
Transfer or degree expectation
No degree, no transfer 15.0 7.0 12.2
Degree, no transfer 79.3 53.6 24.6
Degree, transfer 31 20.7 224
No degree, transfer 2.6 18.6 40.8

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

205ee appendix A for details under “Program/field at first institution (PGM1Y1).” Approximately one-third of the liberal
arts/'undeclared majors were undeclared.
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Among those in the liberal arts and undeclared majors, 41 percent expected to transfer without
completing an associate’' s degree, compared with 19 percent of those in applied fields.

As shown in figure 5, the beginning students at all less-than-4-year institutions were rela
tively evenly distributed among vocational certificate programs, applied associate' s degree fields,
and liberal arts or undeclared associate' s fields, with about one-third in each area (31, 34, and 35

Figure 5—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students enrolled in less-than-4-year
institutions, by first program and field and fir st degree goal

Vocational
certificate

None

ISk CR Y /7%, Y & -
liberal arts/
uncertain
Bachdlor's/
transfer to
4-year
Associate’' g/ Associate's
applied degree
fields )
First program and field First degree goal

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

percent, respectively). The percentage of students who had left postsecondary education without
a degree was aso the same in each of these programs (42 percent) (figure 6 and table 5). How-
ever, the attainment rates after three years were higher for those beginning in the certificate pro-
grams (46 percent) than for those in either of the associate’s degree programs (20 percent and 9

percent).
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Figure 6—Per centage distribution of persistence and attainment in 1998 of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary
studentsin less-than-4-year institutionsin 1998, by first program and field

Percent
100 -
90 +
80 - 42 42 42
70 -
60 - O No degree, not enrolled
50 EINo degres, still enrolled
V777 A 77 A Attained, still enrolled
40 1 B Attained, not enrolled
30 ~
201 7 7
8
Certificate Associate’s degree Associate' s degree
applied fields liberal arts/uncertain

First program and field

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. The term “degree” includes certificates.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

There are several reasons for the higher attainment rates of those in certificate programs.
Certificate programs are relatively short in duration. The full-time students who completed cer-
tificates did so in an average of 15 months.21 Moreover, the majority (55 percent) of the students
in certificate programs were aways enrolled full time (table 6). In addition, most (82 percent) of
the students in certificate programs expected to earn a certificate at the institution where they
started.2?

21Figure 9 below.

22T3pble 4 above. Thisisthe sum of those who expected to earn a degree there, with or without subsequent transfer (3 percent and
79 percent, respectively).
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Table 5—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in less-than-
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and attainment
status as of spring 1998, by degree program and goals

Total 3-year persistence and attainment
Attained, Attained, No degree, No degree, Highest degree attained
not still still not Associate's
enrolled  enrolled enrolled  enrolled Certificate  degree None
Total less-than-4-year 171 6.8 34.1 41.9 16.4 7.3 76.3
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 41.9 4.2 12.0 41.9 43.6 21 54.3
Associate' s degree 6.1 8.0 44.0 42.0 4.3 9.6 86.1
Program/field at first institution
Vocationa certificate 41.9 4.2 12.0 41.9 43.6 21 54.3
Associate’' s applied fields 10.6 9.0 38.2 42.3 5.7 135 80.7
Associate' s liberal arts/uncertain 17 7.1 49.7 417 29 5.7 91.3
Degree goal at first institution
None 11.3 2.7 26.6 59.4 104 35 86.2
Certificate 47.2 5.6 82 39.0 50.9 2.0 47.2
Associate’ s degree 9.2 113 37.1 42.4 6.2 13.9 79.9
Bachelor’s degree or transfer to 4-year 3.3 4.9 60.2 317 2.3 5.6 92.0
Purpose for enrolling
Job skills 31.9 53 154 47.4 315 55 63.1
Degree or certificate 175 6.2 31.6 44.7 14.7 8.9 76.5
Transfer to 4-year 25 12.2 56.1 29.2 23 12.0 85.7
Other 15.6 5.0 26.1 53.4 13.6 6.5 79.8
Transfer or degree expectation
No degree, no transfer 11.7 1.0 235 63.8 11.0 13 87.8
Degree, no transfer 29.2 6.9 213 42.6 28.2 79 63.9
Degree, transfer 25 155 46.6 354 3.0 144 82.6
No degree, transfer 31 5.6 56.7 34.6 22 6.4 91.4
Intensity pattern through 1998
Always full-time 275 9.1 26.7 36.7 235 13.0 63.4
Mixed 10.1 7.1 52.6 30.1 12.0 51 82.8
Always part-time 9.3 2.2 185 70.1 114 0.1 88.6

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 6—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students at less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to enrollment intensity, by type of institution, programs, and age

Full-time Intensity pattern through 1998
in 1995-96 Always full-time Mixed Always part-time
Total |less-than-4-year* 59.7 41.6 35.7 22.7
Level of first institution
2-year 55.3 355 39.8 24.7
Lessthan-2-year 85.0 77.0 12.2 10.8
Control of first institution
Public 534 333 40.7 26.0
Private, for-profit 85.7 76.5 14.4 9.1
Type of first institution
2-year
Public 52.6 320 41.6 26.4
Private, for-profit 825 72.5 20.6 6.9
Lessthan-2-year
Public 75.6 70.9 16.7 12.4
Private, for-profit 874 78.7 111 10.2
Program/field at first institution
Vocational certificate 66.1 55.3 20.0 24.7
Associate’s, applied fields 63.0 41.0 38.2 20.9
Associate’s, liberal arts/uncertain 50.7 30.1 47.3 22.7
Degree goal at first ingtitution
None 50.5 37.9 27.0 35.1
Certificate 65.1 53.6 221 24.4
Associate’'s 61.4 39.1 39.0 219
Transfer 4-year/bachelor's 62.4 39.8 48.7 115
Age when began at first institution
18 years or younger 65.4 451 43.6 11.3
19 years 72.1 44.2 40.5 15.3
20-23 years 62.5 424 33.7 239
24-29 442 344 26.0 39.5
30 or older 42.9 35.5 19.7 44.8

*Includes private, not-for-profit.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Associate’ s degree programs take longer to complete than certificates. Moreover, just one-
third (36 percent) of the students in associate's degree programs attended full time during their
entire period of enrollment. In addition, those in associate’ s programs were less likely to expect
to earn a degree at their 2-year ingtitution. As shown in table 4 above, among libera
arts/undeclared majors, about one-half planned to earn a degree (22 percent before transferring
and 25 percent with no transfer plans). After three years, just 9 percent had actually earned a de-
gree, and most of these students (7 percent) were still enrolled and continuing their education
(figure 6). Among those in applied associate’ s degree programs, about three-fourths (74 percent)
expected to complete a degree at the institution, and 20 percent did so within three years. About
one-half of those with degrees (11 percent) continued their education.

Beginning students who were always enrolled part time were twice as likely to leave post-
secondary education without a degree than those always enrolled full time (70 percent compared
with 37 percent; table 5). There was no difference in the percentage of beginning students in cer-
tificate and in associate’ s degree programs who were aways enrolled part time (25 and 22 per-
cent, respectively; table 6). The proportion of beginning students always enrolled part time was
directly related to the age of the students, however. Among the beginning students who were 18
or younger, just 11 percent were always enrolled part time; among those age 30 or older, 45 per-
cent were always enrolled part time. Among those who identified themselves as primarily em-
ployees rather than students, about one-half (51 percent) were always enrolled part time, and
among those who did not expect to earn a degree at that institution or to transfer, 43 percent were
always enrolled part time.23 This suggests that the low persistence rates of beginning students
who were always enrolled part time was not just related to their attendance pattern but also to
their reasons for enrolling.

Beginning Students at Public and at Private, for-Profit I nstitutions

As shown previoudly, there is a substantial overlap in institution level, institution control,
and degree programs offered. Less-than-2-year institutions are primarily private, for-profit and
offer only certificate programs. Two-year institutions are primarily public, and most of the stu-
dents are in associate's degree programs. This overlap tends to obscure any differences in the
persistence and attainment of beginners that may be related to whether they are enrolled in public
or in private, for-profit |ess-than-4-year institutions.

The distribution of beginning students at public and at private, for-profit less-than-4-year
institutions according to the various indicators of programs, degree goals, and purpose was

2y.s. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students Longitu-
dina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98), Data Analysis System.
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shown in table 3 above. At the public institutions, enrollments were dominated by the 2-year
community colleges, and just 4 percent were enrolled in less-than-2-year ingtitutions. At the pri-
vate, for-profit institutions, on the other hand, the majority of beginning students (66 percent)
were attending less-than-2-year institutions.

Since less-than-2-year institutions do not offer associate’ s degrees, one of the major differ-
ences between beginning students at public and private, for-profit institutions was the type of
program in which they were enrolled (figure 7). At the private, for-profit institutions, 80 percent
of the beginning students were in vocational certificate programs, and 20 percent in applied asso-
ciate's degree programs. This was the reverse of the distribution at the public institutions, where
about 20 percent were in certificate programs and about 80 percent in associate's degree pro-
grams. Moreover, while all of the beginning students in associate’s degree programs at private,
for-profit institutions were in applied fields of study, those in public institutions were as likely to
bein liberal arts or undeclared majors as to be in applied fields (about 40 percent each).

Students’ degree goals at the first institution were also quite different (figure 7). The ma-
jority of beginning students at private, for-profit institutions expected to earn either a certificate
(65 percent) or an associate’ s degree (18 percent); just 2 percent indicated that they intended to
transfer to a 4-year institution. At the public institutions, on the other hand, one-fourth of the be-
ginning students said that their goal wasto transfer to a 4-year college.

As was shown in table 3, when the students at the public institutions were asked their pri-
mary purpose for enrolling, about one-third (36 percent) said that they intended to transfer, and
about one-fifth (22 percent) replied that earning a degree was of primary importance. Since
earning a degree and transferring are not mutually exclusive, the various combinations of transfer
or degree expectations are also shown at the bottom of table 3. At the private, for-profit institu-
tions, 83 percent of the beginning students indicated in some way that they intended to earn a de-
gree at the institution, with no intention of transferring. At the public institutions, on the other
hand, about half as many (44 percent) indicated that they intended to earn a degree at the institu-
tion without any plans to transfer. About the same percentage (45 percent) of students at the pub-
lic institutions indicated that they did intend to transfer, either after earning a degree (19 percent)
or without a degree (26 percent).

The differences in the programs and degree goals among beginning students at the public
institutions and those at private, for-profit institutions partly reflect the predominance of enroll-
ments at 2-year institutions in the public sector, and at |ess-than-2-year ingtitutions in the private,
for-profit sector. A direct comparison among students enrolled in 2-year institutions, however,
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continues to show some of the same differences found in the totals of both sectors (table 3). Be-
ginning students at 2-year private, for-profit institutions were more likely to be enrolled in cer-
tificate programs than those in 2-year public institutions (42 percent compared with 17 percent)
and therefore were more likely to have the goal of earning a certificate (35 percent compared
with 12 percent) than their counterparts at public institutions.

About one-half (49 percent) of beginning students at both public and private, for-profit 2-
year institutions had the goal of earning an associate’s degree at that institution (table 3). The
percentage whose primary purpose for enrolling was to earn a degree was aso the same in both
public and private, for-profit 2-year institutions (22 and 23 percent, respectively). However, those
at the private, for-profit 2-year institutions were more likely to say that their primary reason for
enrolling was to gain job skills (57 percent compared with 22 percent) and were much less likely
to say that their primary purpose was to transfer to a 4-year college (3 percent compared with 38
percent).

In addition to enrolling in shorter programs, focusing on gaining job skills, and having de-
gree goals specific to the programs offered at the first institution attended, beginning students at
private, for-profit institutions were more likely to attend full time for their entire period of en-
rollment (table 6). About three-fourths (77 percent) of the beginning students at private, for-profit
less-than-4-year institutions were always enrolled full time, compared with one-third (33 percent)
of the beginning students at the public institutions. Moreover, about one-fourth (26 percent) of
the beginning students at the public institutions were always enrolled part time, compared with
just one-tenth (9 percent) at the private, for-profit institutions.

Persistence and Attainment at Public and at Private, for-Profit | nstitutions

Most of the beginning students at private, for-profit institutions were enrolled in short-term
certificate programs, while most of those in public institutions were enrolled in longer term asso-
ciate's degree programs. Based on the analysis in the prior sections of this report, it might be ex-
pected that students in the for-profit sector would have higher rates of attainment at the first
institution attended. A comparison of the institutional retention and attainment rates of beginning
students in vocational certificate and associate’ s degree programs at public and private, for-profit
less-than-4-year institutions is shown in table 7. Those who first attended private, for-profit in-
stitutions did have higher attainment rates than those who first attended public institutions. Fifty-
two percent of those at private, for-profit institutions attained a credential (44 percent earned cer-
tificates and 8 percent earned associate’ s degrees), compared with 14 percent in the public insti-
tutions (8 percent certificates and 6 percent associate’ s degrees).
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Table 7—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswho began in less-than-
4-year institutions according to 3-year persistence and attainment and retention at the first
institution attended

Total persistence and attainment Attainment and retention at first institution
Attained, Attained, No degree,No degree, Attained No degree
not still still not Associate's Sl Trans- Not

enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled | Certificate degree  enrolled ferred  enrolled

Total lessthan-4-year*  17.1 6.8 341 41.9 14.5 6.5 26.5 17.9 34.6

Type of first institution

2-year
Public 8.0 7.2 41.2 43.6 6.5 6.0 31.6 20.6 354
Private, for-profit 42,5 6.6 14.6 36.3 22.6 233 12.7 85 33.0
Less-than-2-year
Public 46.4 3.8 7.0 42.9 48.6 t 53 9.5 36.7
Private, for-profit 55.7 4.6 57 34.0 55.4 t 7.2 6.9 30.5

Control of first institution
Public 9.4 7.0 40.0 43.6 8.0 5.8 30.6 20.2 35.5
Private, for-profit 51.2 5.3 8.8 34.8 44.1 8.0 9.1 7.4 314

Degree program at first institution

Certificate
Public 30.6 35 17.3 48.7 29.7 1.4 19.9 8.7 40.3
Private, for-profit 55.3 5.0 5.9 33.9 54.2 1.2 6.9 7.0 30.7

Associate' s degree
Public 4.0 7.9 45.8 42.3 25 6.8 334 231 34.3
Private, for-profit 35.0 6.6 201 38.4 4.7 34.6 17.8 9.2 33.8

Intensity pattern through 1998
Always full-time attendance

Public 15.9 11.0 36.7 36.4 115 12.8 225 22.9 30.4

Private, for-profit 49.8 4.9 7.9 37.3 42.0 8.9 85 6.6 34.0

*|ncludes private, not-for-profit.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

The disparity in the attainment rates reflects the difference in the type of program as well as
the difference in the transfer plans of the beginning students in the two sectors (figure 7). The
majority of students at public institutions were in associate' s degree programs, which require
longer to complete, and nearly 40 percent did not plan to get any degree at that institution (15
percent had no degree goal and 24 percent had plansto transfer). The majority of those in private,
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for-profit institutions were in short-term certificate programs, and over 80 percent did intend to
get a certificate or degree at that institution (65 percent planned to get a certificate and 18 percent
planned an associate' s degree).

However, the difference in attainment rates at public and private, for-profit institutions is
still evident when comparing certificate and associate’ s programs within the two sectors (figure 8
and table 7). About one-half (54 percent) of those who began in certificate programs at private,
for-profit institutions attained a certificate at the first institution attended, compared with 30 per-
cent of those who began at public institutions. The percentage of beginning students in associ-
ate’ s degree programs who attained an associate’ s degree at the first institution attended was also
higher at the private, for-profit institutions than at the public institutions (35 percent compared
with 7 percent). The percentage of beginning students in associate's degree programs who |eft
postsecondary education from the first institution attended was the same in both sectors, however
(34 percent).

Figure 8—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private, for-
profit and in public less-than-4-year institutions, by enrollment status and attainment at the fir st
institution attended after threeyears

Certificate program Associate' s program
Percent
100 -
90 ~
80 | ONo degree, not enrolled anywhere
01 S 3 No degree, transferred from first
Y \ v 3 )
50 A ‘ \ institution
\ ‘ D No degres, still enrolled at first
50 institution
40 - E Attained associate's degree at first
institution
30 Attained certificate at first institution
20 -
10 -
0. ; , ), 574 B 3
Private, for- Public Private, for- Public
profit profit

Type of first institution attended

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. The term “degree” includes certificates.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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The attainment rates in both certificate and associate’s degree programs are higher at pri-
vate, for-profit than at public less-than-4-year institutions. The reasons for this difference may be
that beginning students at for-profit institutions are more likely to attend as full-time students and
that the academic term structure is often more flexible at the private, for-profit institutions than at
the public institutions. Many private, for-profit institutions offer programs that allow for continu-
ous enrollment without a regular term structure or summer vacations. Thisisreflected in the time
it takes to attain a degree, i.e., the number of months between the start and completion of a pro-
gram (figure 9). Full-time students who completed certificates at private, for-profit institutions
finished in an average of 12 months, while those who completed certificates at public institutions
required an average of 16 months. Similarly, full-time students who completed an associate’'s de-
gree at public institutions took 25 months, 3 months longer than those who received an associ-
ate’' s degree at private, for-profit institutions.

Figure 9—Average number of monthsfor 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsto completea
vocational certificate or an associate's degree, by type of less-than-4-year institution attended

O Certificate A Associate’ s degree

Months
30

25 +

20 +

15

15 4

10 -

All less-than-4-year Private, for-profit Public

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Over aperiod of three years, beginning students may change their initial degree programs,
fields of study, and degree goals. As shown in table 5 above, the degrees actually attained by stu-
dents are not always consistent with their original degree programs or goals. Students starting in
certificate programs may earn associate’ s degrees, and those in associate’ s degree programs may
only earn certificates. Some students may also transfer from one type of institution to a similar or
different type, whatever their original expectations. The students at the private, for-profit institu-
tions were more likely to be in shorter programs, focus on gaining job skills, intend to get a de-
gree, and attend full time for the duration of their enrollment. The students at the public
institutions were more likely to be in longer programs, focus less on job skills, intend to transfer
to 4-year institutions with or without a degree, and attend part time during all or part of their en-
rollment. In terms of their persistence anywhere in postsecondary education, the type of less-
than-4-year institution where they began may be less important than whether they were always
enrolled as full-time students. As shown in figure 10, among the students who were always

Figure 10—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 students beginning in less-than-4-year institutions who
were always enrolled full time, by total 3-year persistence and attainment and control of first
institution attended

10

Private, for-profit less-than-4-year Public less-than-4-year

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. The term “degree” includes certificates; 42 percent of beginning students
in less-than-4-year institutions were always enrolled full time.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Sudentsin Less-Than-4-Year Programs

enrolled full time, there was no difference between the public and the private, for-profit sectorsin
the percentage of beginners who had left postsecondary education entirely after three years (36
and 37 percent, respectively).

Employment Outcomesfor Studentsin Vocational and Applied Fields of
Study

About two-thirds of the beginning students at |ess-than-4-year institutions were enrolled in
career-oriented programs, either in vocational certificate or associate’s degree programs in ap-
plied fields, as previously shown in figure 5. The beginning students in vocational certificate and
applied associate’s degree programs were concentrated in three general fields of study: busi-
ness/secretarial (24 percent), nursing and allied health (20 percent), and technical/mechanical (20
percent) (table 8). An additional 8 percent were in cosmetology. The associate’' s programs were
usually in business administration, licensed nursing and allied health technicians, and engineer-
ing technology. The certificate programs were usually in secretarial, practical nursing or health
assistants, mechanical trades, or cosmetology.24 At the private, for-profit institutions, about one-
fourth (26 percent) of the beginning students were enrolled in cosmetology certificate programs,
atype of vocational training that was rarely offered at public institutions.

Table 8—Percentage distribution (by columns) of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students attending less-
than-4-year institutionsin applied fields of study according to control of first institution attended
and type of program, by type of applied field

Control of first
less-than-4-year ingtitution Degree program
Private, Vocationa ~ Associate's
Total Public for-profit certificate  applied fields
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Applied fields of study 1995-96
Cosmetology 7.9 1.2 255 16.6 0.0
Nursing/allied health 19.8 21.7 15.8 19.7 20.0
Business/secretarial 238 239 23.2 16.9 30.1
Technology/mechanical 19.7 19.9 18.6 26.1 13.9
Other applied fields 28.7 33.3 17.0 20.7 36.0

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

24However, the reported majors were often generic, such as “business’ or “nursing,” without further distinctions.
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Sudentsin Less-Than-4-Year Programs

As shown earlier in table 5, 42 percent of the beginning students in vocational certificate
programs at less-than-4-year institutions completed a program within three years (usualy in
about one year) and did not continue further education, and another 42 percent left postsecondary
education without completing a program. Among those in applied associate' s degree fields, about
11 percent completed a program and left, and about 42 percent left postsecondary education
without a degree. Although the percentage who left before compl etion was the same in both types
of programs, the attainment rates in the certificate programs were higher, in part because certifi-
cates could be completed in less time than associate’ s degrees.

The economic benefits of completing a vocational certificate or applied associate' s degree
have been the subject of some debate. Many studies have shown that there are long-term eco-
nomic benefits from taking courses in less-than-4-year ingtitutions, but there is disagreement
about whether there are additional benefits to completing a program and attaining a certificate or
associate' s degree.2> The time frame of this study may be too short to address thisissue. The stu-
dents who started in certificate or associate's degree programs and were no longer enrolled in
1998 would usually have been employed for just two years or less after leaving postsecondary
education (with or without a credential).

The students who had started at less-than-4-year institutions in 1995-96, who were no
longer enrolled in 1998, and who were employed were asked about their starting salaries in the
job held after they left postsecondary education. The sample sizes are too small to report signifi-
cant differences in salaries between those who did or did not complete degrees within fields, or
differences by field among those who did attain a degree. However, the median full-time starting
salaries for al those who attained a certificate or associate’ s degree were the same as for those
who did not complete a program ($15,000).2¢

Although there was no difference in the reported median starting salaries, those who had
completed a program perceived greater benefits from their postsecondary education than those
who did not. Table 9 shows the benefits of their education reported by those working full timein
1998, both for those who completed a certificate or associate’ s degree and those who did not, by
field of study. Those who had completed their programs were more likely to indicate that they
were able to take on more responsibility (70 versus 47 percent), had better job opportunities (74
versus 51 percent), and were able to earn higher salaries (66 versus 38 percent) because of their
education than those who did not.2”

25For agood recent review of theissues, see T. Kane and C. Rouse, “The Community College: Educating Students at the Margin
Between College and Work,” Journal of Economic Perspectives 13 (1999): 63-84.

2635ee supplemental table 7.10.
27For the wordi ng of the questions, see the variables JFERESB1, JFEOPPB1, and JFESALBL1 in the glossary.
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Sudentsin Less-Than-4-Year Programs

Table 9—Among 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin applied fields of study who were not enrolled
as of 1998 and who reported working, the percentage reporting various job enhancementsrelated
to enrollment, by degree attainment and applied field of study

Ableto earn Ableto take on Have better
higher salary more responsibility job opportunities

Attained degree or certificate, not enrolled

Total in applied fields* 66.3 70.0 74.3
Applied fields of study 1995-96
Cosmetology 78.8 83.2 82.9
Nursing/allied health 84.3 88.2 87.1
Business/secretarial 66.1 63.3 72.1
Technology/mechanical 62.1 71.3 69.8
Other applied fields 45.7 46.9 65.1
Program/field at first institution
Vocational certificate 67.2 704 73.6
Associate’s applied fields 61.3 67.9 77.8
Control of first ingtitution
Public 56.2 64.5 69.7
Private, for-profit 74.8 73.9 77.6

No degree, not enrolled
Total 38.2 47.2 50.6

Applied fields of study 1995-96

Cosmetology 20.4 39.2 234

Nursing/allied health 37.0 34.8 56.6

Business/secretarial 375 44.9 424

Technology/mechanical 43.6 59.0 61.6

Other applied fields 38.7 50.0 50.1
Program/field at first institution

Vocational certificate 48.6 62.9 63.0

Associate’ s applied fields 29.9 333 39.3
Control of first institution

Public 37.2 46.2 52.3

Private, for-profit 41.3 50.6 44.5

*Excludes studentsin liberal arts and undeclared majors.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Since starting salaries are aso related to age and prior work experience, a more extensive
analysis of the employment data would be required to draw any further conclusions about the real
short-term economic benefits of completing a sub-baccalaureate program. Subjectively, however,
two-thirds of those who completed their programs and about one-third of those who did not re-
ported that they were able to earn higher salaries as aresult of their additional education.

Conclusion

Because of the large difference in enrollments by program, a comparison of beginning stu-
dents in public and in private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions is essentially a comparison
of students in associate' s degree programs at public 2-year community colleges and students in
vocational certificate programs at private, for-profit institutions.

The three-year persistence rates (i.e., attained or still enrolled) of students beginning in cer-
tificate programs and those beginning in associate' s degree programs are the same, and the per-
sistence of full-time studentsis also the same for those who began in public and those who began
in private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions.

The attainment rates in both certificate and associate’ s degree programs are higher at pri-
vate, for-profit than at public less-than-4-year institutions. The reasons for this difference may be
that beginning students at for-profit institutions are more likely to attend as full-time students,
and that the academic term structure at the private, for-profit institutions allows students to com-
plete their degreesin somewhat less time than at the public institutions.

The economic benefits of having completed a program and receiving a credential at a less-
than-4-year institution may not be apparent in the short-term. Although the median starting sala-
ries ($15,000) were the same whether or not students received a credential, those who did com-
plete a program were more likely to perceive positive economic benefits from their education
than those who did not.
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Supplemental Persistence and Attainment Tables

Section 1;

Section 2;

Section 3:

Section 4:

Section 5:

Total 3-year persistence and attainment
All institutions

Total 3-year persistence and attainment by sectors
All less-than-4-year institutions

Public less-than-4-year institutions

Private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions

All 4-year institutions

Public 4-year institutions

Private, not-for-profit 4-year institutions

Institutional attainment and retention by sectors
All institutions

All less-than-4-year institutions

Public less-than-4-year ingtitutions

Private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions
All 4-year institutions

Public 4-year ingtitutions

Private, not-for-profit 4-year institutions

Y ear by year persistence and attainment by sectors
All institutions

All less-than-4-year institutions

Public less-than-4-year institutions

Private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions

All 4-year institutions

Public 4-year institutions

Private, not-for-profit 4-year institutions

Persistence and attainment by first degree goal
Certificate

Associate’ s degree

Bachelor’s degree
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Table 1.1—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students accor ding to the highest
degree attained and 3-year persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by first
institution attended and first degree program

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate's Bachelor's not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Total 84.3 10.3 5.1 0.4 11.0 4.9 51.9 323
Type of first institution
4-year
Public 96.1 14 1.8 0.8 2.2 17 77.3 18.8
Private, not-for-profit 95.8 15 2.0 0.7 1.8 25 78.5 17.2
Private, for-profit 75.3 7.6 139 32 195 5.6 41.3 33.6
2-year
Public 85.1 8.0 6.9 0.0 8.0 7.2 41.2 43.6
Private, not-for-profit 56.8 12.7 29.0 15 314 12.7 21.2 34.7
Private, for-profit 515 254 231 0.0 425 6.6 14.6 36.3
Less-than-2-year
Public 49.7 49.7 0.6 0.0 46.4 38 7.0 42.9
Private, for-profit 40.5 59.0 0.6 0.0 55.7 4.6 5.7 34.0
Level of first ingtitution
4-year 95.7 15 2.0 0.8 2.2 21 77.3 18.4
2-year 82.2 9.4 84 0.0 10.9 7.2 38.9 43.0
Less-than-2-year 42.6 56.9 0.6 0.0 534 4.6 6.1 36.0
Control of first institution
Public 88.2 6.6 4.9 0.3 6.8 5.2 53.2 34.8
Private, not-for-profit 93.3 2.3 3.6 0.8 36 32 74.8 185
Private, for-profit 455 45.9 85 0.1 49.8 53 10.1 34.7
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 55.6 42.0 2.4 0.0 40.8 4.1 13.8 414
Associate’ s degree 85.8 4.3 9.9 0.0 6.4 8.0 43.4 42.2
Bachelor’'s degree 96.9 11 11 0.9 13 17 80.5 16.5
Degree goadl at first institution
None 88.2 85 3.2 0.1 9.3 2.7 29.9 58.1
Certificate 46.6 51.0 24 0.0 48.6 51 9.9 36.5
Associate’ s degree 79.7 6.1 14.2 0.1 9.5 11.3 38.1 411
Bachelor’s degree or
transfer to 4-year 95.1 15 2.7 0.8 2.1 2.8 75.7 194
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None 100.0 T t T T T 61.6 38.4
Certificate t 97.0 2.6 0.5 81.4 18.6 t t
Associate' s degree T T 99.4 0.7 439 56.1 T T
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

38



Table 1.2—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students accor ding to the highest
degree attained and 3-year persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by attendance
patternsthrough 1998

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Total 84.3 10.3 5.1 04 11.0 49 51.9 323
Number of months enrolled through 1998
Less than 12 months 80.5 18.8 0.7 0.0 185 1.0 4.0 76.5
12-24 months 75.4 17.0 6.9 0.7 215 31 324 43.0
25 months or more 90.3 27 6.6 04 18 7.8 87.3 31
Intensity pattern through 1998
Always full-time 81.6 10.9 7.0 0.5 13.3 5.1 56.4 25.2
Mixed 86.4 9.3 40 0.3 7.9 5.7 59.7 26.7
Always part-time 89.0 10.8 0.2 0.0 8.8 22 19.1 69.9
Academic year of last enrollment
1995-96 84.5 14.9 0.6 0.0 155 t T 84.5
1996-97 63.7 27.8 75 10 36.4 t T 63.7
1997-98 89.0 4.8 5.9 0.3 34 7.6 80.9 8.1
Transfer status through 1998
Did not transfer 84.8 114 34 04 12.8 24 47.7 37.2
Transferred 81.7 7.0 111 0.2 47 13.6 66.9 14.8
First transfer direction
Did not transfer 84.8 114 34 04 12.8 24 47.7 37.2
Downward transfer 84.4 12.3 33 0.0 8.0 75 60.0 245
Upward or lateral transfer 81.0 55 13.2 0.2 38 15.3 68.8 12.2
Enrollment continuity through 1998
Continuously enrolled 83.4 10.5 57 04 12.1 4.6 49.9 334
Not continuously enrolled 88.2 10.0 18 0.0 53 6.5 61.9 26.3

tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

39



Table 1.3—Percentage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students accor ding to the highest
degree attained and 3-year persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic
characteristics

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Total 84.3 10.3 51 0.4 11.0 4.9 51.9 323
Gender
Male 86.1 8.4 51 04 8.7 54 53.6 323
Female 829 11.7 5.1 0.3 12.8 45 50.4 324
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 89.5 43 6.1 0.2 5.0 5.6 66.0 235
19 years 86.3 81 4.9 0.7 10.6 31 54.4 319
20-23 years 76.0 18.6 4.0 14 18.9 55 30.1 455
24-29 years 68.0 291 30 0.0 29.2 35 20.1 47.2
30 or older 74.0 230 30 0.1 22.6 3.7 19.0 54.8
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 84.7 9.4 5.6 0.3 10.7 4.9 52.9 315
Black, non-Hispanic 81.0 15.1 4.0 0.0 13.4 6.2 39.8 40.6
Hispanic 825 12.8 4.0 0.8 12.7 4.6 51.1 31.6
Asian/Pacific Islander 90.5 5.6 34 0.6 5.0 33 63.6 28.1
American Indian/
Alaskan Native 91.7 54 30 0.0 6.3 16 48.9 43.2
Marital status and children when first enrolled
Single, no children 88.4 55 5.6 0.5 6.3 5.4 63.4 24.9
(dependent)
Single, no children 76.6 20.1 29 0.3 211 26 25.6 50.8
(independent)
Single with children 69.7 245 5.8 0.0 234 7.3 22.6 46.7
Married 734 241 25 0.0 25.6 15 18.5 54.5
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 79.0 155 5.2 0.3 158 54 39.8 391
Some postsecondary 85.6 8.6 55 0.3 104 4.4 50.5 34.8
Bachelor's degree 87.7 4.9 7.0 0.4 6.1 6.2 63.3 245
Advanced degree 95.0 15 29 0.6 19 28 78.3 17.0
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 814 132 5.0 0.4 14.3 43 54.7 26.7
Student working to meet 86.5 6.7 6.3 0.6 7.8 5.9 58.9 274
expenses
Employee who is enrolled 80.3 14.2 54 0.1 14.6 53 26.4 53.8



Table 1.3—Percentage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students accor ding to the highest
degree attained and 3-year persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic
characteristics—Continued

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 84.6 85 6.3 05 9.0 6.6 54.6 29.8
$25,000-44,999 87.2 6.7 5.7 0.4 7.8 4.8 60.5 27.0
$45,000-69,999 89.8 4.0 5.7 0.4 4.6 5.7 62.4 27.2
$70,000 or greater 92.2 26 4.7 05 3.6 4.2 76.8 15.3
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 74.0 21.6 4.4 0.0 20.5 5.7 228 51.0
$6,000-14,999 715 23.0 5.4 0.1 26.4 2.4 23.6 47.7
$15,000-24,999 67.6 29.6 2.8 0.0 27.9 5.2 19.9 47.0
$25,000 or greater 80.1 17.2 25 0.2 17.8 24 20.0 59.8

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 1.4—Percentage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students according to the highest
degree attained and 3-year persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by persistence
risk factorswhen they first enrolled

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Total 84.3 10.3 51 0.4 11.0 4.9 51.9 323
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 89.2 3.6 6.8 04 4.9 5.9 72.8 16.4
One 85.9 8.2 51 0.9 10.2 4.0 53.6 322
Two or three 78.7 18.4 28 0.1 18.1 36 295 48.8
Four or more 75.1 215 34 0.0 20.2 51 20.7 54.0
High school diploma or equivalency status
High school diploma 85.9 85 53 04 9.4 4.9 54.8 30.9
GED/high school equivalent*  70.6 251 4.4 0.0 25.7 4.0 28.7 416
None* 69.7 284 19 0.0 238 6.7 14.6 54.9
Delayed postsecondary enrollment
Did not delay 89.5 4.4 6.0 0.1 53 5.2 66.4 231
Delayed* 76.4 19.0 38 0.8 19.8 4.2 29.7 46.3
Attendance status when first enrolled
Full-time 83.1 10.3 6.2 04 11.6 53 56.6 26.6
Part-time* 86.7 10.8 24 0.1 9.6 3.7 39.7 47.0
Dependency status when first enrolled
Dependent 88.4 55 5.6 0.5 6.3 54 63.4 249
Independent* 72.6 235 38 0.1 239 3.9 20.8 51.4
Number of children when first enrolled
None 86.5 7.8 53 04 8.7 4.9 58.0 284
One or more* 721 23.7 4.2 0.0 233 5.0 20.6 51.2
Single parent status when first enrolled
Not a single parent 85.7 8.8 51 04 9.7 47 55.2 304
Single parent* 69.7 245 5.8 0.0 234 7.3 22.6 46.7
Worked while enrolled 1995-96
Did not work 814 13.2 5.0 0.4 14.3 4.3 54.7 26.7
Worked part time 84.4 7.8 7.3 05 9.4 6.4 58.8 254
Worked full time* 83.9 12.6 34 0.2 11.8 4.7 30.7 52.8

*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.1a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in less-than-
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and
attainment status as of spring 1998, by degree program and first degree attained

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled  enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in less-than-4-year institutions
Total 76.3 16.4 7.3 0.0 17.1 6.8 34.1 419
Type of first institution
2-year
Public 85.1 8.0 6.9 0.0 8.0 7.2 41.2 43.6
Private, not-for-profit 56.8 12.7 29.0 15 31.4 12.7 21.2 34.7
Private, for-profit 51.5 254 231 0.0 425 6.6 14.6 36.3
Less-than-2-year
Public 49.7 49.7 0.6 0.0 46.4 3.8 7.0 429
Private, for-profit 40.5 59.0 0.6 0.0 55.7 4.6 57 34.0
Level of first institution
2-year 82.2 9.4 8.4 0.0 10.9 7.2 389 43.0
Less-than-2-year 42.6 56.9 0.6 0.0 53.4 4.6 6.1 36.0
Control of first institution
Public 83.9 95 6.7 0.0 9.4 7.0 40.0 43.6
Private, not-for-profit 58.4 14.3 25.9 1.3 29.5 12.8 20.1 37.6
Private, for-profit 443 475 8.2 0.0 51.2 53 8.8 34.8
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 54.3 43.6 21 0.0 41.9 4.2 12.0 41.9
Associate' s degree 86.1 4.3 9.6 0.0 6.1 8.0 44.0 42.0
Degree goal at first institution
None 86.2 10.4 35 0.0 11.3 2.7 26.6 59.4
Certificate 47.2 50.9 2.0 0.0 47.2 5.6 8.2 39.0
Associate' s degree 79.9 6.2 13.9 0.1 9.2 11.3 37.1 24
Bachelor’s degree or
transfer to 4-year 92.0 2.3 5.6 0.0 33 4.9 60.2 31.7
Transfer or degree expectation
No degree, no transfer 87.8 11.0 1.3 0.0 11.7 1.0 235 63.8
Degree, no transfer 63.9 28.2 7.9 0.1 29.2 6.9 21.3 42.6
Degree, transfer 82.6 3.0 14.4 0.0 25 155 46.6 35.4
No degree, transfer 91.4 22 6.4 0.0 31 5.6 56.7 34.6



Table 2.1a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in less-than-
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and
attainment status as of spring 1998, by degree program and first degr ee attained—Continued

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled  enrolled enrolled enrolled
Program/field at first institution
Vocational certificate 54.3 43.6 21 0.0 419 42 12.0 41.9
Associate’s applied fields 80.7 5.7 135 0.1 10.6 9.0 38.2 42.3
Associate's liberal arts/
uncertain 91.3 29 57 0.0 17 7.1 49.7 4.7
Purpose for enrolling
Job skills 63.1 315 55 0.0 31.9 53 154 474
Degree or certificate 76.5 14.7 8.9 0.0 175 6.2 31.6 44.7
Transfer to 4-year 85.7 23 12.0 0.0 25 12.2 56.1 29.2
Other 79.8 13.6 6.5 0.2 15.6 5.0 26.1 53.4
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None 100.0 T t t T T 44.8 55.2
Certificate t 97.5 24 0.1 82.9 17.1 T t
Associate’ s degree T T 100.0 T 435 56.5 T T

tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).



Table 2.1b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in less-than-4-
year ingtitutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and attainment
status as of spring 1998, by attendance patter ns through 1998

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in less-than-4-year institutions
Total 76.3 16.4 7.3 0.0 171 6.8 34.1 41.9
Number of months enrolled through 1998
Less than 12 months 77.7 21.6 0.7 0.0 21.2 11 3.8 73.9
12-24 months 70.4 21.9 1.7 01 26.0 3.6 29.7 40.8
25 months or more 79.3 58 149 0.0 39 16.8 75.1 4.2
Intensity pattern through 1998
Always full-time 63.4 235 13.0 0.0 275 9.1 26.7 36.7
Mixed 82.8 12.0 51 0.1 10.1 7.1 52.6 30.1
Always part-time 88.6 114 0.1 0.0 9.3 22 185 70.1
Academic year of last enrollment
1995-96 82.3 17.1 0.6 0.0 17.7 t T 82.3
1996-97 57.6 345 7.9 0.1 424 t T 57.6
1997-98 79.9 9.1 11.0 0.0 6.5 13.6 67.9 12.0
Transfer status through 1998
Did not transfer 76.9 18.7 45 0.0 20.2 29 26.9 50.0
Transferred 73.1 9.7 171 0.1 6.4 20.6 59.4 13.7
First transfer direction
Did not transfer 76.9 18.7 45 0.0 20.2 29 26.9 50.0
Downward transfer 55.8 39.9 42 0.0 255 18.7 29.2 26.6
Upward or lateral transfer 74.3 75 18.1 0.1 5.0 20.7 61.5 12.8
Enrollment continuity through 1998
Continuously enrolled 74.1 174 8.5 0.0 195 6.4 28.9 45.2
Not continuously enrolled 84.6 13.6 18 0.0 6.9 8.6 56.4 28.2

tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).



Table 2.1c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in less-than-
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and
attainment status as of spring 1998, by demographic characteristics

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled  enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in less-than-4-year institutions
Total 76.3 16.4 7.3 0.0 17.1 6.8 341 41.9
Gender
Male 79.5 13.0 7.4 0.1 13.2 75 384 40.8
Female 739 189 7.2 0.0 20.1 6.3 30.6 43.0
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 79.8 85 11.7 0.0 101 10.1 453 345
19 years 824 11.6 6.0 0.0 14.2 36 44.9 375
20-23 years 73.2 223 4.4 0.2 205 6.7 255 47.4
24-29 years 65.8 319 23 0.0 31.6 34 16.7 48.3
30 or older 71.9 252 29 0.0 24.5 3.8 16.4 55.3
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 76.2 155 8.3 0.0 17.1 7.2 34.6 411
Black, non-Hispanic 731 21.3 5.6 0.0 18.8 8.7 236 49.0
Hispanic 76.9 18.2 4.9 0.0 18.0 4.9 384 38.8
Asian/Pecific Islander 83.0 11.7 5.4 0.0 10.3 5.0 379 46.8
American Indian/
Alaskan Native 90.3 7.7 2.0 0.0 9.1 0.0 34.7 56.2
Marital status and children when first enrolled
Single, no children
(dependent) 79.9 10.2 9.9 0.0 11.3 9.0 45.0 34.7
Single, no children
(independent) 733 241 25 0.0 24.2 26 16.7 56.4
Single with children 67.7 26.2 6.1 0.0 252 7.6 204 46.9
Married 70.7 27.0 24 0.0 284 15 15.7 54.5
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 2.7 20.9 6.4 0.0 20.7 6.7 28.8 43.8
Some postsecondary 80.5 12.7 6.9 0.0 14.7 54 38.2 417
Bachelor's degree 78.9 8.6 12.4 0.2 10.5 10.8 434 35.3
Advanced degree 87.8 36 8.7 0.0 4.8 6.6 49.1 395
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 67.1 25.2 7.8 0.0 26.8 6.4 26.3 40.5
Student working to meet
expenses 79.4 11.0 9.6 0.1 11.9 9.1 43.6 354
Employee who is enrolled 77.8 16.2 6.0 0.0 16.5 5.7 221 55.7
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Table 2.1c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in less-than-
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and
attainment status as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic characteristics—Continued

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 77.2 135 9.3 0.0 13.6 9.4 40.6 36.4
$25,000-44,999 79.8 111 9.1 0.0 124 7.3 475 328
$45,000-69,999 821 7.7 10.3 0.0 7.8 10.6 39.2 425
$70,000 or greater 823 5.8 11.7 0.2 9.9 8.6 57.9 235
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 70.9 244 4.7 0.0 229 6.5 18.6 52.0
$6,000-14,999 69.2 25.6 5.3 0.0 285 23 20.1 49.1
$15,000-24,999 64.8 32.6 2.7 0.0 30.7 5.2 16.0 48.0
$25,000 or greater 78.7 18.8 25 0.0 19.3 2.3 17.2 61.2

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.1d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in less-than-
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and
attainment status as of spring 1998, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first enrolled

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate's Bachelor's not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in less-than-4-year institutions
Total 76.3 16.4 7.3 0.0 17.1 6.8 34.1 41.9
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 717 9.8 18.6 0.0 135 15.0 47.6 24.0
One 82.7 10.9 6.2 0.1 13.0 4.4 47.0 35.7
Two or three 76.8 20.5 2.7 0.0 19.8 39 25.6 50.7
Four or more 73.1 234 35 0.0 219 54 18.6 541
High school diploma or equivalency status
High school diploma 77.9 14.1 8.0 0.0 15.2 7.1 36.3 41.3
GED/high school equivalent*  68.1 28.0 39 0.0 27.7 4.4 25.8 422
None* 68.6 294 1.9 0.0 24.7 6.9 125 55.9
Delayed postsecondary enrollment
Did not delay 80.5 8.5 11.1 0.0 10.3 9.3 475 329
Delayed* 729 232 39 0.1 231 45 22.6 49.8
Attendance status when first enrolled
Full-time 69.5 20.0 10.5 0.0 21.7 8.8 324 37.2
Part-time* 85.6 11.8 25 0.1 10.5 39 36.8 48.9
Dependency status when first enrolled
Dependent 79.9 10.2 9.9 0.0 11.3 9.0 45.0 34.7
Independent* 70.0 26.2 3.8 0.0 26.4 4.0 16.9 52.7
Number of children when first enrolled
None 78.0 13.6 8.4 0.0 14.7 75 38.9 38.9
One or more* 69.8 25.7 4.4 0.0 254 52 18.3 51.1
Single parent status when first enrolled
Not asingle parent 715 14.9 7.6 0.0 16.0 6.9 36.2 41.0
Single parent* 67.7 26.2 6.1 0.0 25.2 7.6 204 46.9
Worked while enrolled 1995-96
Did not work 67.1 25.2 7.8 0.0 26.8 6.4 26.3 40.5
Worked part time 75.3 13.2 115 0.1 15.1 929 42.8 32.2
Worked full time* 815 14.8 3.8 0.0 135 5.4 25.0 56.1

*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).



Table 2.2a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswho began in public
less-than-4-year institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence
and attainment status as of spring 1998, by degree program and first degree attained

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in public less-than-4-year institutions
Total 83.9 9.5 6.7 0.0 9.4 7.0 40.0 43.6
Level of first institution
2-year 85.1 8.0 6.9 0.0 8.0 7.2 41.2 43.6
Less-than-2-year 49.7 49.7 0.6 0.0 46.4 3.8 7.0 42.9
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 66.2 315 24 0.0 30.6 35 17.3 48.7
Associate's degree 88.3 4.0 7.7 0.0 4.0 79 45.8 42.3
Degree goal at first ingtitution
None 92.2 35 4.3 0.0 5.1 29 30.8 61.2
Certificate 56.8 40.5 2.7 0.0 38.1 5.1 11.1 457
Associate's degree 835 5.7 10.8 0.0 5.4 115 395 43.7
Bachelor’s degree or
transfer to 4-year 92.8 2.3 4.9 0.0 24 4.9 60.9 31.8
Transfer or degree expectation
No degree, no transfer 95.1 34 15 0.0 44 0.8 27.3 67.6
Degree, no transfer 74.4 18.8 6.8 0.0 18.4 7.2 275 46.8
Degree, transfer 83.8 2.8 134 0.0 16 15.3 47.4 35.7
No degree, transfer 92.1 2.0 5.9 0.0 2.3 5.7 575 345
Program/field at first institution
Vocational certificate 66.2 315 2.4 0.0 30.6 35 17.3 48.7
Associate's applied fields 84.4 53 10.3 0.0 6.8 9.1 41.1 43.1
Associate' sliberal arty/
uncertain 91.5 29 5.6 0.0 16 7.0 49.8 41.7
Purpose for enrolling
Job skills 77.2 18.6 4.2 0.0 17.6 5.3 20.8 56.3
Degree or certificate 825 111 6.5 0.0 11.3 6.3 36.1 46.3
Transfer to 4-year 86.4 21 115 0.0 21 121 56.6 29.3
Other 84.8 104 4.8 0.0 10.7 4.9 28.8 55.6
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None 100.0 T t T t T 47.8 52.2
Certificate t 98.3 17 t 73.7 26.3 t t
Associate’ s degree T T 100.0 T 319 68.1 T T
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.2b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in public
less-than-4-year institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence
and attainment status as of spring 1998, by attendance patter ns through 1998

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in public less-than-4-year institutions
Total 83.9 9.5 6.7 0.0 9.4 7.0 40.0 436

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 86.9 12.8 0.3 0.0 125 0.6 41 82.8

12-24 months 82.1 12.6 5.2 0.0 14.9 3.0 34.9 47.2

25 months or more 81.6 4.6 13.8 0.0 21 16.2 77.5 4.1
Intensity pattern through 1998

Always full-time 73.1 12.7 14.2 0.0 15.9 11.0 36.7 36.4

Mixed 87.1 8.2 4.8 0.0 6.1 6.8 55.7 314

Always part-time 91.7 8.3 0.0 0.0 6.1 23 19.7 72.0
Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 88.0 11.6 0.4 0.0 12.0 t T 88.0

1996-97 74.8 18.9 6.3 0.0 25.2 t T 74.8

1997-98 84.2 59 9.9 0.0 31 12.7 72.2 12.0
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 85.8 112 3.0 0.0 11.0 32 32.7 53.1

Transferred 76.8 5.2 18.0 0.0 43 19.0 62.5 14.3
First transfer direction

Did not transfer 85.8 112 3.0 0.0 11.0 32 32.7 53.1

Downward transfer — — — — — — — —

Upward or lateral transfer 78.0 31 18.9 0.0 2.8 19.2 64.9 131
Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 82.0 10.1 7.8 0.0 10.7 7.3 35.0 47.1

Not continuously enrolled 90.0 8.1 20 0.0 39 6.1 60.4 29.6

—Too few casesfor areliable estimate.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.2c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in public
lessthan-4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence
and attainment status as of spring 1998, by demographic characteristics

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in public less-than-4-year institutions
Total 839 9.5 6.7 0.0 9.4 7.0 40.0 43.6
Gender
Male 84.7 9.0 6.2 0.0 7.6 7.9 43.2 41.3
Female 83.1 9.9 7.1 0.0 11.0 6.3 37.0 45.8
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 83.3 6.0 10.8 0.0 6.8 10.3 48.6 34.4
19 years 91.0 4.4 4.6 0.0 5.8 35 51.6 39.2
20-23 years 87.9 8.2 39 0.0 45 7.9 337 54.0
24-29 years 73.0 26.0 0.9 0.0 26.0 16 20.8 51.6
30 or older 83.2 14.9 19 0.0 12.8 3.8 214 62.0
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 82.1 10.2 7.7 0.0 10.8 7.4 39.2 42.6
Black, non-Hispanic 81.6 12.8 5.6 0.0 10.6 85 28.8 52.2
Hispanic 90.8 6.2 3.0 0.0 3.8 54 48.7 421
Asian/Pacific Islander 93.0 24 4.6 0.0 0.1 4.3 47.1 485
American Indian/
Alaskan Native — — — — — — — —
Marital status and children when first enrolled
Single, no children
(dependent) 85.1 5.8 9.1 0.0 6.1 9.1 49.2 35.6
Single, no children
(independent) 88.2 10.6 12 0.0 9.4 25 20.2 67.9
Single with children 79.4 15.4 53 0.0 13.9 7.4 29.3 494
Married 76.8 217 15 0.0 226 0.9 18.9 57.7
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 82.2 122 5.6 0.0 10.9 7.1 35.1 46.9
Some postsecondary 87.1 7.3 5.6 0.0 8.6 49 43.4 43.2
Bachelor's degree 82.2 52 12.6 0.0 6.6 11.2 46.9 35.3
Advanced degree 92.3 0.8 6.9 0.0 16 6.5 51.5 404
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 79.5 12.8 7.7 0.0 13.6 7.3 36.5 42.6
Student working to meet 854 6.6 8.0 0.0 5.7 9.3 48.1 37.0
expenses
Employee who is enrolled 81.8 12.3 59 0.0 122 5.9 24.2 57.7
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Table 2.2c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in public
lessthan-4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence
and attainment status as of spring 1998, by demographic char acteristics—Continued

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 84.0 6.9 9.1 0.0 6.5 9.8 46.4 374
$25,000-44,999 86.4 59 7.7 0.0 6.2 7.2 525 34.2
$45,000-69,999 84.5 6.0 9.5 0.0 49 11.0 41.0 432
$70,000 or greater 85.6 36 10.9 0.0 6.9 84 60.8 239
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 85.8 11.2 3.0 0.0 9.3 52 27.6 57.9
$6,000-14,999 81.0 14.9 4.2 0.0 17.1 22 258 54.9
$15,000-24,999 69.2 284 24 0.0 25.6 6.0 18.2 50.2
$25,000 or greater 89.7 9.6 0.8 0.0 9.2 11 21.6 68.2

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.2d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in public
less-than-4-year institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence
and attainment status as of spring 1998, by persistence risk factorswhen they first enrolled

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate's Bachelor's not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in public less-than-4-year institutions
Total 83.9 9.5 6.7 0.0 9.4 7.0 40.0 43.6
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 75.7 5.9 184 0.0 8.7 16.0 52.1 232
One 90.4 45 5.0 0.0 5.7 3.8 53.9 36.6
Two or three 86.1 12.7 13 0.0 10.5 3.8 30.5 55.2
Four or more 814 15.6 3.0 0.0 14.0 50 231 57.9
High school diploma or equivalency status
High school diploma 84.7 8.1 7.2 0.0 8.1 7.4 41.4 43.0
GED/high school equivalent*  77.4 19.8 2.8 0.0 19.6 3.2 33.8 435
None* 79.3 17.5 3.2 0.0 13.1 7.7 19.7 59.5
Delayed postsecondary enrollment
Did not delay 84.7 5.3 10.1 0.0 6.2 9.5 51.3 331
Delayed* 83.3 13.9 29 0.0 12.9 4.2 28.2 54.8
Attendance status when first enrolled
Full-time 79.2 10.3 10.5 0.0 11.2 9.6 41.0 38.1
Part-time* 88.7 9.0 2.3 0.0 7.3 4.0 38.9 49.8
Dependency status when first enrolled
Dependent 85.1 5.8 9.1 0.0 6.1 9.1 49.2 35.6
Independent* 80.1 17.2 2.7 0.0 16.8 35 21.6 58.1
Number of children when first enrolled
None 84.6 7.7 7.7 0.0 7.8 7.8 43.9 40.5
One or more* 79.4 16.8 38 0.0 16.5 4.7 24.3 54.6
Single parent status when first enrolled
Not a single parent 84.1 8.8 71 0.0 9.1 7.1 413 42.6
Single parent* 79.4 154 53 0.0 13.9 7.4 29.3 49.4
Worked while enrolled 1995-96
Did not work 79.5 12.8 7.7 0.0 13.6 7.3 36.5 42.6
Worked part time 811 8.2 10.7 0.0 8.7 104 48.0 32.9
Worked full time* 86.2 111 2.7 0.0 8.9 5.3 271 58.8

*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.3a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private,
for-profit less-than-4-year institutions according to the highest degr ee attained and 3-year
persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by degree program and first degree

attained
Total 3-year persistence and attainment
No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled  enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions
Total 44.3 475 82 0.0 51.2 5.3 8.8 34.8
Level of first institution
2-year 51.5 254 23.1 0.0 425 6.6 14.6 36.3
Less-than-2-year 405 59.0 0.6 0.0 55.7 46 57 34.0
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 40.7 57.6 17 0.0 55.3 5.0 5.9 33.9
Associate’' s degree 58.5 7.1 344 0.0 35.0 6.6 20.1 384
Degree goal at first institution
None 63.6 36.1 0.3 0.0 35.2 18 101 52.9
Certificate 36.9 62.2 1.0 0.0 57.7 5.9 4.8 317
Associate’' s degree 485 10.0 415 0.0 434 79 16.7 321
Bachelor’s degree or
transfer to 4-year — — — — — — — —
Transfer or degree expectation
No degree, no transfer 59.4 40.2 0.4 0.0 39.6 1.8 9.6 49.1
Degree, no transfer 40.6 50.8 8.6 0.0 53.7 5.9 7.0 334
Degree, transfer — — — — — — — —
No degree, transfer — — — — — — — —
Program/field at first institution
Vocational certificate 40.7 57.6 17 0.0 55.3 5.0 59 33.9
Associate’s applied fields 58.5 7.1 34.4 0.0 35.0 6.6 20.1 384
Associate' sliberal arts/
uncertain — — — — — — — —
Purpose for enrolling
Job skills 39.8 54.1 6.2 0.0 55.6 5.2 6.5 32.6
Degree or certificate 43.6 36.5 19.9 0.0 53.1 3.6 5.6 37.7
Transfer to 4-year — — — — — — — —
Other 52.3 33.8 13.9 0.0 428 4.6 10.0 425
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None 100.0 ) t t T T 20.2 79.8
Certificate t 97.1 29 T 91.6 85 T T
Associate’ s degree T T 100.0 T 84.1 159 T i
—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).



Table 2.3b—~Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private,
for-profit less-than-4-year institutions according to the highest degr ee attained and 3-year
persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by attendance patter nsthrough 1998

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions
Total 44.3 475 82 0.0 51.2 5.3 8.8 34.8
Number of months enrolled through 1998
Less than 12 months 51.9 46.6 15 0.0 454 26 26 494
12-24 months 29.2 57.0 13.8 0.0 65.1 5.7 111 18.1
25 months or more 45.2 25.7 29.1 0.0 33.6 21.2 41.0 4.2
Intensity pattern through 1998
Always full-time 452 45.8 9.0 0.0 49.8 49 7.9 37.3
Mixed 323 59.7 7.9 0.0 58.2 9.4 16.7 15.7
Always part-time 47.3 52.0 0.7 0.0 51.1 17 35 438
Academic year of last enrollment
1995-96 63.8 354 0.9 0.0 36.2 t T 63.8
1996-97 19.6 71.2 9.3 0.0 80.4 t T 19.6
1997-98 451 38.0 17.0 0.0 35.3 19.6 32.7 124
Transfer status through 1998
Did not transfer 438 47.8 8.4 0.0 54.3 19 5.9 37.9
Transferred 415 52.9 5.6 0.0 255 33.0 32.6 89
First transfer direction
Did not transfer 438 47.8 84 0.0 54.3 19 5.9 37.9
Downward transfer — — — — — — — —
Upward or lateral transfer 429 51.0 6.1 0.0 244 327 33.2 9.7
Enrollment continuity through 1998
Continuously enrolled 419 48.8 9.3 0.0 55.9 2.3 43 375
Not continuously enrolled 534 45.6 1.0 0.0 24.2 224 344 19.0

—Too few casesfor areliable estimate.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.3c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private,
for-profit less-than-4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by demographic characteristics

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions
Total 443 475 8.2 0.0 51.2 5.3 8.8 34.8
Gender
Male 448 42.1 13.2 0.0 51.4 4.0 7.3 37.3
Female 447 49.1 6.2 0.0 50.3 5.9 9.6 34.2
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 52.6 30.4 17.0 0.0 39.0 7.7 17.2 36.1
19 years 40.7 50.4 8.8 0.0 56.5 29 12.4 28.3
20-23 years 42.8 529 4.3 0.0 53.6 3.7 8.4 344
24-29 years 434 50.7 5.8 0.0 49.2 8.6 45 37.7
30 or older 40.3 55.0 4.7 0.0 58.2 3.8 21 36.0
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 42,6 47.2 10.2 0.0 54.1 4.9 8.2 329
Black, non-Hispanic 51.3 43.9 4.7 0.0 40.2 8.9 10.1 40.7
Hispanic 38.8 52.6 8.6 0.0 57.4 29 10.2 29.5
Asian/Pacific Islander 48.1 49.9 2.0 0.0 43.6 9.0 31 4.4
American Indian/
Alaskan Native — — — — — — — —
Marital status and children when first enrolled
Single, no children
(dependent) 41.2 46.3 125 0.0 52.8 6.3 13.3 27.6
Single, no children
(independent) 315 63.0 5.6 0.0 66.6 3.0 6.1 24.3
Single with children 46.7 46.0 7.2 0.0 455 7.8 4.2 425
Married 53.3 435 3.3 0.0 455 3.2 5.7 45.6
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 39.2 52.7 8.1 0.0 56.2 4.8 7.0 321
Some postsecondary 42.3 47.3 104 0.0 51.6 7.0 7.2 34.3
Bachelor's degree 53.8 39.1 7.1 0.0 39.8 7.3 16.4 36.6
Advanced degree 38.7 34.5 26.9 0.0 48.2 6.0 13.7 321
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 42.0 51.8 6.2 0.0 535 4.6 5.9 36.0
Student working to meet
expenses 38.2 43.9 17.9 0.0 56.2 6.0 135 24.3
Employee who is enrolled 53.3 40.3 6.5 0.0 4.1 3.6 7.8 45
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Table 2.3c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private,
for-profit less-than-4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by demographic characteristics

—Continued
Total 3-year persistence and attainment
No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 457 46.3 7.9 0.0 47.6 7.0 14.6 30.8
$25,000-44,999 31.6 52.2 16.2 0.0 61.9 6.3 10.0 21.9
$45,000-69,999 445 37.0 18.6 0.0 55.4 23 10.8 315
$70,000 or greater 42.6 39.6 17.8 0.0 49.6 7.8 20.3 224
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 46.8 46.4 6.7 0.0 452 85 4.1 42.2
$6,000-14,999 442 49.3 6.5 0.0 53.3 27 1.7 36.4
$15,000-24,999 432 54.7 21 0.0 54.6 22 42 39.1
$25,000 or greater 48.7 44.1 7.3 0.0 49.1 5.6 4.2 41.1

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.3d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private,
for-profit less-than-4-year institutions according to the highest degr ee attained and 3-year
persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first

enrolled
Total 3-year persistence and attainment
No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate's Bachelor's not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled  enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in private, for-profit less-than-4-year ingtitutions
Total 443 475 8.2 0.0 51.2 5.3 8.8 34.8
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 4.4 39.3 16.3 0.0 48.8 6.6 16.4 28.2
One 394 50.1 10.6 0.0 54.1 6.4 9.2 30.3
Two or three 445 49.0 6.5 0.0 53.9 3.7 7.9 34.6
Four or more 46.9 48.6 4.6 0.0 46.7 6.7 4.1 425
High school diploma or equivalency status
High school diploma 43.4 46.6 10.0 0.0 52.6 4.8 105 32.2
GED/high school equivalent*  46.1 48.3 5.6 0.0 46.8 7.6 6.4 39.2
None* 52.3 47.7 0.0 0.0 42.8 5.8 13 50.1
Delayed postsecondary enrollment
Did not delay 48.5 34.7 16.9 0.0 441 6.8 18.0 311
Delayed* 41.9 52.6 5.5 0.0 54.3 4.9 5.8 34.9
Attendance status when first enrolled
Full-time 44.0 47.6 85 0.0 50.2 5.8 9.2 34.8
Part-time* 414 53.0 5.6 0.0 56.6 2.0 6.4 34.9
Dependency status when first enrolled
Dependent 41.2 46.3 125 0.0 52.8 6.3 13.3 27.6
Independent* 46.2 48.2 5.6 0.0 49.6 5.2 5.2 40.0
Number of children when first enrolled
None 41.0 49.0 10.0 0.0 54.6 4.9 10.7 29.9
One or more* 48.2 46.8 50 0.0 46.3 6.5 4.0 43.2
Single parent status when first enrolled
Not asingle parent 42.8 48.9 8.3 0.0 53.6 4.7 9.5 323
Single parent* 46.7 46.0 7.2 0.0 455 7.8 4.2 425
Worked while enrolled 1995-96
Did not work 42.0 51.8 6.2 0.0 53.5 4.6 5.9 36.0
Worked part time 41.2 45.6 13.2 0.0 54.2 5.3 120 285
Worked full time* 48.8 40.7 10.5 0.0 47.0 5.0 10.2 379

*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.4a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in 4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degr ee attained and 3-year persistence and attainment
status as of spring 1998, by degree program, first degree attained, and academic preparation

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in 4-year ingtitutions
Total 95.7 15 2.0 0.8 22 21 77.3 184
Type of first institution
4-year
Public 96.1 14 18 0.8 22 17 77.3 18.8
Private, not-for-profit 95.8 1.5 2.0 0.7 1.8 25 78.5 17.2
Private, for-profit 75.3 7.6 13.9 32 195 5.6 41.3 33.6
Highest offering of first institution
Doctorate-granting 96.5 13 12 10 16 18 81.2 154
Non-doctorate-granting 94.9 17 29 0.6 29 24 72.9 219
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 835 7.9 8.6 0.0 155 16 53.1 29.8
Associate’' s degree 80.0 4.8 15.2 0.0 13.1 81 31.8 47.1
Bachelor’s degree 96.9 11 11 0.9 13 17 80.5 16.5
Degree goal at first institution
None 94.3 3.7 16 05 37 19 50.1 44.4
Certificate 75.9 14.4 9.7 0.0 20.7 41 39.0 36.2
Associate’' s degree 78.7 5.6 15.7 0.0 17.1 55 38.1 39.3
Bachelor’s degree 96.2 12 17 1.0 17 21 81.1 15.1
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None 100.0 T t T T T 80.8 19.2
Certificate t 90.3 4.8 5.0 58.3 41.7 T t
Associate’ s degree t T 96.1 39 46.0 54.0 T t
Met high math/science curriculum
Did not meet threshold 96.6 12 16 05 15 19 78.0 18.6
Met curriculum threshold 97.3 0.7 13 0.8 0.5 21 875 10.0
Number of Advanced Placement tests taken
None 95.3 18 22 0.7 2.8 19 74.1 211
One 95.7 1.6 13 14 15 29 84.1 115
More than one 96.6 0.4 13 17 14 18 89.2 77
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Table 2.4a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in 4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degr ee attained and 3-year persistence and attainment
status as of spring 1998, by degree program, first degree attained, and academic preparation

—Continued
Total 3-year persistence and attainment
No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate's Bachelor's not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Grade-point average in high school
B or less 95.9 16 2.1 0.4 22 20 66.2 29.6
B+ to A- 96.8 1.6 11 0.6 13 2.0 80.4 16.3
Mostly As 97.2 04 15 0.9 0.8 18 91.1 6.3
Derived SAT combined score
Low quartile (400-700) 94.0 34 20 0.7 3.8 23 66.2 217
Middle quartiles (710-1020) 96.9 11 16 0.5 1.2 19 78.8 18.0
High quartile (1030-1600) 97.5 04 11 11 1.0 14 88.2 94
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.4b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in 4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degr ee attained and 3-year persistence and attainment
status as of spring 1998, by attendance patter ns through 1998

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in 4-year ingtitutions
Total 95.7 15 2.0 0.8 22 21 77.3 184
Number of months enrolled through 1998
Less than 12 months 96.7 25 0.8 0.0 31 0.2 5.4 91.3
12-24 months 88.8 4.1 49 22 95 17 39.9 49.0
25 months or more 97.1 0.8 15 0.6 0.6 24 94.7 24
Intensity pattern through 1998
Always full-time 96.0 1.0 22 0.8 2.0 2.0 79.8 16.2
Mixed 95.2 28 12 0.8 2.6 22 77.0 18.3
Always part-time 93.3 5.1 16 0.0 47 20 24.9 68.4
Academic year of last enrollment
1995-96 97.4 16 1.0 0.0 2.6 t T 97.4
1996-97 84.3 54 6.3 4.0 15.7 t T 84.3
1997-98 96.8 11 1.6 05 0.8 24 92.0 4.8
Transfer status through 1998
Did not transfer 96.0 11 20 09 23 18 77.0 18.9
Transferred 94.8 29 2.0 0.3 21 32 78.3 16.4
First transfer direction
Did not transfer 96.0 11 20 0.9 23 18 77.0 18.9
Downward transfer 91.0 6.0 30 0.0 4.1 5.0 67.0 24.0
Upward or lateral transfer 97.7 0.5 13 0.5 0.6 18 87.1 10.6
Enrollment continuity through 1998
Continuously enrolled 95.7 14 20 0.9 23 21 77.8 17.9
Not continuously enrolled 96.2 21 17 0.0 19 19 74.0 222

tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.4c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in 4-year
institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and attainment
status as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic characteristics

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in 4-year ingtitutions
Total 95.7 15 2.0 0.8 2.2 21 77.3 18.4
Gender
Male 95.6 17 19 0.9 2.2 22 75.6 19.9
Female 95.8 13 21 0.8 22 19 78.6 17.3
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 97.0 11 16 0.3 10 2.0 82.1 15.0
19 years 93.8 14 2.7 21 38 2.2 731 210
20-23 years 85.9 5.6 2.8 5.8 13.0 13 46.6 39.0
24-29 years 87.7 32 9.0 0.0 7.6 4.8 50.4 37.2
30 or older 91.3 4.3 32 12 6.5 24 40.3 50.8
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 96.2 11 20 0.7 21 18 77.6 185
Black, non-Hispanic 95.8 34 0.9 0.0 30 13 71.0 24.7
Hispanic 93.2 24 2.2 22 2.8 4.0 75.3 17.9
Asian/Pacific Islander 97.0 0.3 16 11 0.4 18 86.5 11.3
American Indian/
Alaskan Native 94.7 0.0 53 0.0 0.0 5.3 80.8 139
Marital status and children when first enrolled
Single, no children
(dependent) 96.2 13 18 0.8 18 20 80.2 16.0
Single, no children
(independent) 91.7 19 4.7 17 6.2 24 67.1 24.3
Single with children 89.8 7.3 29 0.0 6.1 4.2 44.6 45.2
Married 92.7 41 32 0.0 6.0 15 38.0 54.5
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 94.6 20 23 11 33 22 67.3 272
Some postsecondary 94.2 19 3.2 0.7 33 2.6 70.6 235
Bachelor's degree 96.2 13 18 0.7 19 18 82.2 14.2
Advanced degree 97.6 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.9 15 88.5 9.1
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 95.3 15 24 0.8 23 23 82.0 134
Student working to meet
expenses 95.3 14 21 12 2.7 2.0 77.7 17.6
Employee who is enrolled 93.1 4.2 21 0.6 38 32 49.6 434
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Table 2.4c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in 4-year
institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and attainment
status as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic characteristics—Continued

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 94.4 2.0 24 13 28 2.8 733 211
$25,000-44,999 95.9 16 17 0.8 24 18 75.7 20.2
$45,000-69,999 96.7 0.8 17 0.8 1.9 15 82.9 13.7
$70,000 or greater 97.1 1.0 13 0.6 0.7 21 85.8 115
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 93.3 43 24 0.0 5.8 1.0 48.0 45.2
$6,000-14,999 89.9 27 6.3 11 8.0 3.0 52.4 36.6
$15,000-24,999 93.4 20 4.6 0.0 23 4.3 55.4 38.0
$25,000 or greater 88.7 6.8 2.8 1.6 85 2.8 38.0 50.8

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.4d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in 4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degr ee attained and 3-year persistence and attainment
status as of spring 1998, by persistence risk factorswhen they first enrolled

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate's Bachelor's not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled  enrolled
Students who began in 4-year institutions
Total 95.7 15 2.0 0.8 2.2 21 77.3 18.4
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 96.9 0.9 16 0.6 11 19 83.9 13.1
One 92.8 2.2 25 25 43 2.9 68.0 24.7
Two or three 90.7 49 35 0.9 7.5 19 53.5 37.1
Four or more 92.3 4.9 2.8 0.0 53 2.7 38.5 535
High school diploma or equivalency status
High school diploma 95.9 14 19 0.8 21 21 77.8 18.1
GED/high school equivalent* 88.3 42 75 0.0 10.6 14 51.0 37.1
None* — — — — — — — —
Delayed postsecondary enrollment
Did not delay 97.2 1.0 1.6 0.2 1.0 1.8 82.3 14.9
Delayed* 89.4 3.6 3.6 35 75 31 55.8 33.6
Attendance status when first enrolled
Full-time 96.0 11 21 0.8 2.0 2.0 79.6 16.5
Part-time* 92.7 5.2 1.6 0.6 44 2.8 56.9 35.9
Dependency status when first enrolled
Dependent 96.2 1.3 1.8 0.8 1.8 2.0 80.2 16.0
I ndependent* 91.2 42 3.9 0.7 6.4 2.6 48.1 429
Number of children when first enrolled
None 95.9 14 19 0.9 21 21 79.2 16.7
One or more* 929 5.3 1.8 0.0 4.7 25 41.2 517
Single parent status when first enrolled
Not a single parent 95.9 14 19 0.8 21 20 784 175
Single parent* 89.8 7.3 29 0.0 6.1 4.2 44.6 45.2
Worked while enrolled 1995-96
Did not work 95.3 15 24 0.8 2.3 2.3 82.0 134
Worked part time 95.5 13 21 11 25 21 78.4 17.1
Worked full time* 94.0 35 1.6 0.9 4.2 19 55.6 38.4

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).



Table 2.5a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswho began in public
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and
attainment status as of spring 1998, by degree program, first degree attained, and academic

preparation
Total 3-year persistence and attainment
No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate's Bachelor's not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in public 4-year ingtitutions
Total 96.1 14 18 0.8 2.2 17 77.3 18.8

Highest offering of first institution

Doctorate-granting 96.7 13 11 0.9 17 14 80.3 16.6

Non-doctorate-granting 94.9 16 29 0.7 29 24 717 23.0
Degree program at first intitution

Certificate 85.4 5.7 89 0.0 14.0 12 49.6 35.3

Associate's degree 79.3 5.8 149 0.0 149 7.0 315 46.7

Bachelor's degree 97.3 1.0 0.8 0.9 12 15 80.5 16.9
Degree godl at first institution

None 95.5 29 15 0.0 2.1 20 56.3 39.6

Certificate 775 9.3 13.3 0.0 18.9 39 35.6 41.6

Associate's degree 76.2 75 16.3 0.0 18.1 7.0 36.2 38.8

Bachelor's degree 96.7 1.0 13 1.0 17 15 80.8 16.0
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained

None 100.0 T t t t t 80.4 19.6

Certificate t 91.6 7.0 14 56.4 436 t t

Associate' s degree t T 93.2 6.9 53.0 47.0 t t
Met high math/science curriculum

Did not meet threshold 96.7 14 15 04 17 1.7 77.3 19.3

Met curriculum threshold 97.2 0.5 12 11 0.6 19 87.8 9.7
Number of Advanced Placement tests taken

None 96.1 17 15 0.6 25 13 75.2 21.0

One 97.3 0.5 11 11 15 12 84.6 12.7

More than one 95.3 05 18 25 19 2.3 86.2 9.7
Grade-point average in high school

B or less 96.3 18 16 0.2 21 16 66.7 29.6

B+ to A- 97.3 13 0.8 0.6 0.8 1.9 80.2 17.1

Mostly As 97.0 0.5 16 0.9 11 17 90.9 6.4
Derived SAT combined score

Low quartile (400-700) 94.4 33 19 04 2.8 2.8 65.7 28.7

Middle quartiles (710-1020)  97.4 11 1.2 04 1.3 1.4 79.5 17.9

High quartile (1030-1600) 97.0 04 14 13 13 15 85.8 11.4
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.5b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in public
4-year institutions according to the highest degr ee attained and 3-year persistence and
attainment status as of spring 1998, by attendance patter nsthrough 1998

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in public 4-year ingtitutions
Total 96.1 14 18 0.8 22 17 77.3 18.8
Number of months enrolled through 1998
Less than 12 months 97.8 13 0.9 0.0 19 0.4 7.0 90.8
12-24 months 88.9 4.1 49 2.0 9.3 18 40.6 484
25 months or more 97.5 0.8 11 0.6 0.6 19 95.2 23
Intensity pattern through 1998
Always full-time 96.6 0.8 2.0 0.7 19 15 79.7 16.9
Mixed 94.5 34 11 1.0 3.0 25 76.9 17.6
Always part-time 96.7 27 0.6 0.0 19 14 29.8 67.0
Academic year of last enrollment
1995-96 98.2 0.6 12 0.0 18 t T 98.2
1996-97 84.3 47 7.3 3.7 15.7 t t 84.3
1997-98 97.2 11 12 05 0.7 21 92.3 49
Transfer status through 1998
Did not transfer 96.6 0.9 16 0.9 22 12 76.7 19.8
Transferred 94.4 33 22 0.2 19 3.7 79.4 15.0
First transfer direction
Did not transfer 96.6 0.9 16 0.9 22 12 76.7 19.8
Downward transfer 90.7 6.6 2.7 0.0 3.7 5.6 68.5 22.2
Upward or lateral transfer 97.6 04 18 0.3 05 20 88.9 8.7
Enrollment continuity through 1998
Continuously enrolled 96.2 13 17 0.9 22 16 781 181
Not continuously enrolled 95.5 23 22 0.1 21 24 72.0 234

tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.5c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in public
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and
attainment status as of spring 1998, by demographic characteristics

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in public 4-year ingtitutions
Total 96.1 14 18 0.8 22 17 77.3 18.8
Gender
Male 95.9 14 16 12 2.0 21 76.0 19.8
Female 96.2 14 19 0.5 23 14 78.2 18.2
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 97.2 11 14 0.3 10 18 815 15.7
19 years 93.0 15 30 26 4.4 21 73.7 19.9
20-23 years 86.5 4.7 32 5.6 12.6 11 46.4 40.0
24-29 years 99.3 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.7 0.0 58.3 41.0
30 or older 93.0 2.7 4.3 0.0 53 19 46.0 46.8
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 96.7 11 17 0.5 20 13 77.0 19.6
Black, non-Hispanic 96.9 23 0.9 0.0 2.3 0.8 714 255
Hispanic 93.1 22 18 29 23 4.8 79.1 13.8
Asian/Pacific Islander 97.3 0.3 0.8 17 0.6 0.8 87.5 111
American Indian/
Alaskan Native — — — — — — — —
Marital status and children when first enrolled
Single, no children
(dependent) 96.2 13 16 0.9 19 18 79.6 16.7
Single, no children
(independent) 98.6 0.5 1.0 0.0 1.0 05 75.3 232
Single with children 93.0 6.4 0.6 0.0 6.5 0.7 53.3 39.6
Married 93.2 26 4.2 0.0 45 24 40.6 52.6
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 94.9 21 20 1.0 29 23 69.0 25.8
Some postsecondary 94.1 20 3.0 10 37 2.2 68.9 25.2
Bachelor's degree 96.6 1.0 16 0.8 22 0.9 81.8 15.1
Advanced degree 98.5 05 0.6 0.5 0.3 11 90.5 8.1
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 95.8 11 22 0.9 23 16 83.2 12.9
Student working to meet
expenses 95.4 16 18 12 2.7 1.9 76.3 19.1
Employee who is enrolled 94.9 33 18 0.0 32 2.3 50.5 44.0
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Table 2.5c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in public
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence and
attainment status as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic characteristics—Continued

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 94.0 21 23 17 31 3.0 734 20.5
$25,000-44,999 96.1 12 17 1.0 24 15 75.2 20.8
$45,000-69,999 97.0 1.0 14 0.6 18 12 82.0 15.0
$70,000 or greater 97.4 0.9 12 0.5 0.7 1.6 85.2 125
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 93.0 6.4 0.7 0.0 5.7 15 46.8 46.0
$6,000-14,999 97.4 11 15 0.0 28 0.0 63.5 338
$15,000-24,999 94.9 15 36 0.0 27 25 59.6 35.3
$25,000 or greater 9.1 25 34 0.0 4.3 1.6 42.6 51.5

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.5d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in public
4-year institutions according to the highest degr ee attained and 3-year persistence and
attainment status as of spring 1998, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first enrolled

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in public 4-year ingtitutions
Total 96.1 14 18 0.8 2.2 17 77.3 18.8
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 97.2 0.8 15 0.5 11 17 83.7 13.6
One 92.8 2.1 2.2 29 4.7 2.6 67.8 24.9
Two or three 93.1 5.0 19 0.0 5.7 14 57.7 35.2
Four or more 94.8 2.9 2.3 0.0 4.1 1.3 41.9 52.7
High school diploma or equivalency status
High school diploma 96.2 13 16 0.8 20 18 7.7 18.6
GED/high school equivalent* 86.9 37 9.4 0.0 129 1.0 48.2 37.9
None* — — — — — — — —
Delayed postsecondary enrollment
Did not delay 97.2 12 14 0.2 11 18 81.8 155
Delayed* 914 20 3.1 35 6.8 17 58.4 33.2
Attendance status when first enrolled
Full-time 96.5 0.9 18 0.8 19 15 79.3 17.3
Part-time* 925 5.2 15 0.8 4.0 3.6 61.1 314
Dependency status when first enrolled
Dependent 96.2 13 16 0.9 19 18 79.6 16.7
Independent* 94.8 29 2.3 0.0 4.0 14 52.7 42.0
Number of children when first enrolled
None 96.2 13 17 0.9 1.9 18 79.0 17.3
One or more* 94.9 4.3 0.7 0.0 4.3 0.8 48.3 46.7
Single parent status when first enrolled
Not a single parent 96.2 13 17 0.8 20 18 78.2 18.0
Single parent* 93.0 6.4 0.6 0.0 6.5 0.7 53.3 39.6
Worked while enrolled 1995-96
Did not work 95.8 11 2.2 0.9 23 16 83.2 12.9
Worked part time 95.5 15 18 12 2.7 19 76.8 18.7
Worked full time* 96.2 24 14 0.0 21 18 57.6 38.5
—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.6a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private,
not-for-profit 4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence
and attainment status as of spring 1998, by degree program, first degree attained, and academic

preparation
Total 3-year persistence and attainment
No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate's Bachelor's not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in private, not-for-profit 4-year institutions
Total 95.8 15 20 0.7 18 25 78.5 17.2
Highest offering of first institution
Doctorate-granting 95.7 15 15 12 13 31 84.0 11.6
Non-doctorate-granting 95.8 15 2.3 0.5 21 22 75.5 20.2
Degree program at first ingtitution
Certificate 80.6 12.0 7.4 0.0 17.7 24 59.7 20.3
Associate's degree 81.8 25 15.7 0.0 8.0 11.4 30.3 50.3
Bachelor's degree 96.8 12 12 0.8 12 21 814 154
Degree godl at first institution
None 93.0 4.3 14 13 54 18 41.0 51.8
Certificate — — — — — — — —
Associate's degree 83.3 1.9 149 0.0 14.0 4.6 40.6 40.8
Bachelor's degree 95.9 13 19 0.9 13 29 82.7 131
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None 100.0 T t t t t 82.1 18.0
Certificate t 86.9 20 11.1 56.6 434 t t
Associate’ s degree t T 100.0 0.0 311 68.9 t t
Met high math/science curriculum
Did not meet threshold 96.6 0.8 18 0.7 12 2.3 79.7 16.8
Met curriculum threshold 97.4 1.0 13 04 04 24 86.9 10.4
Number of Advanced Placement tests taken
None 94.3 16 31 1.0 2.6 31 73.3 20.9
One 94.7 3.6 0.7 1.0 0.7 4.7 85.7 8.8
More than one 98.2 04 0.7 0.8 0.8 11 92.9 52
Grade-point average in high school
B or less 95.0 12 3.0 0.8 25 2.8 65.3 294
B+ to A- 96.1 21 14 0.4 19 2.3 80.9 15.0
Mostly As 97.6 0.3 13 0.9 0.4 2.1 91.4 6.2
Derived SAT combined score
Low quartile (400-700) 92.6 3.6 24 14 6.2 14 67.0 255
Middle quartiles (710-1020) 96.3 0.9 22 0.6 0.9 31 77.8 18.3
High quartile (1030—-1600) 98.1 0.4 0.7 0.8 0.7 1.3 91.3 6.8
—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.6b—~Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private,
not-for-profit 4-year institutions according to the highest degr ee attained and 3-year
persistence and attainment status as of spring 1998, by attendance patter nsthrough 1998

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in private, not-for-profit 4-year institutions
Total 95.8 15 2.0 0.7 18 25 785 17.2
Number of months enrolled through 1998
Less than 12 months 95.2 43 05 0.0 4.8 0.0 21 93.1
12-24 months 90.0 33 4.8 2.0 85 15 39.7 50.4
25 months or more 96.8 0.9 17 0.6 0.2 3.0 94.3 25
Intensity pattern through 1998
Always full-time 95.7 12 22 0.9 16 2.7 81.2 145
Mixed 96.9 15 13 0.2 15 16 77.0 19.9
Always part-time 86.7 9.2 41 0.0 9.7 36 16.8 70.0
Academic year of last enrollment
1995-96 95.7 3.6 0.7 0.0 4.3 t T 95.7
1996-97 86.6 6.1 35 3.8 134 t T 86.6
1997-98 96.5 0.9 21 0.6 0.6 29 91.9 4.6
Transfer status through 1998
Did not transfer 95.6 13 23 0.8 18 27 78.9 16.7
Transferred 96.1 2.0 14 05 2.0 19 77.1 19.0
First transfer direction
Did not transfer 95.6 13 23 0.8 18 27 78.9 16.7
Downward transfer 93.2 42 26 0.0 4.0 28 65.0 28.2
Upward or lateral transfer 97.8 0.7 0.6 0.9 0.8 14 84.4 134
Enrollment continuity through 1998
Continuously enrolled 954 15 22 0.9 19 2.7 784 17.0
Not continuously enrolled 98.2 13 0.6 0.0 11 0.8 79.0 191

tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.6c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private,
not-for-profit 4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence
and attainment status as of spring 1998, by demographic characteristics

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate's Bachelor's not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in private, not-for-profit 4-year institutions
Total 95.8 15 2.0 0.7 18 25 78.5 17.2
Gender
Male 95.7 21 1.9 0.3 2.0 2.3 76.4 19.2
Female 95.8 1.0 2.1 11 17 2.6 80.1 15.6
Agewhen first enrolled
18 years or younger 97.1 0.9 17 0.3 0.7 23 83.5 135
19 years 95.4 13 21 12 25 2.4 72.8 224
20-23 years 86.6 51 15 6.8 12.0 16 485 37.9
24-29 years 75.5 8.0 16.6 0.0 13.3 12.0 443 304
30 or older 90.1 8.0 1.9 0.0 6.1 38 31.3 58.8
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 95.7 1.0 23 1.0 19 2.6 79.6 15.9
Black, non-Hispanic 94.1 4.9 1.0 0.0 4.0 24 71.3 224
Hispanic 95.9 2.6 11 05 1.0 2.7 71.8 245
Asian/Pacific Ilander 98.3 0.3 14 0.0 0.0 18 86.0 12.2
American Indian/
Alaskan Native — — — — — — — —
Marital status and children when first enrolled
Single, no children
(dependent) 96.3 12 17 0.7 14 2.3 81.9 14.4
Single, no children
(independent) 85.4 4.2 8.6 19 9.7 54 56.3 28.6
Single with children 84.4 7.7 8.0 0.0 38 11.8 37.2 47.2
Married 94.3 5.2 0.5 0.0 6.1 0.0 34.2 59.8
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 94.9 16 25 1.0 3.0 22 65.6 29.1
Some postsecondary 95.1 19 29 0.1 1.8 33 75.3 19.7
Bachelor's degree 96.1 15 1.8 0.7 0.9 31 84.1 12.0
Advanced degree 96.8 1.0 1.2 11 13 20 86.3 10.4
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 94.7 2.3 25 0.5 18 3.7 80.0 14.6
Student working to meet
expenses 95.8 0.8 21 13 2.2 2.2 815 14.2
Employee who is enrolled 91.2 6.4 24 0.0 35 4.7 49.2 425
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Table 2.6c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private,
not-for-profit 4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence
and attainment status as of spring 1998, by demographic char acteristics—Continued

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 96.5 14 17 0.5 13 21 75.0 217
$25,000-44,999 95.7 22 1.6 05 23 21 76.9 18.6
$45,000-69,999 96.0 0.4 24 13 21 2.0 84.7 11.2
$70,000 or greater 96.9 1.0 14 0.7 0.5 2.8 86.9 9.8
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 97.7 11 12 0.0 17 0.6 52.5 45.2
$6,000-14,999 78.6 26 15.6 32 15.6 9.3 34.6 40.5
$15,000-24,999 — — — — — — — —
$25,000 or greater 81.0 19.0 0.0 0.0 12.7 6.3 32.2 48.8

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 2.6d—~Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students who began in private,
not-for-profit 4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year persistence
and attainment status as of spring 1998, by persistence risk factorswhen they first enrolled

Total 3-year persistence and attainment

No
Highest degree attained Attained, No degree,
Associate' s Bachelor’'s not Attained,  degree, not
None Certificate degree degree enrolled enrolled enrolled enrolled
Students who began in private, not-for-profit 4-year institutions
Total 95.8 15 20 0.7 18 25 785 17.2
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 96.8 1.0 16 0.6 11 22 84.7 12.0
One 934 2.2 2.8 16 31 3.6 69.1 24.2
Two or three 91.4 29 4.6 1.0 5.8 2.8 485 42.9
Four or more 87.6 8.3 4.1 0.0 7.3 5.8 34.6 52.3
High school diploma or equivalency status
High school diploma 95.8 15 20 0.8 18 25 79.1 16.6
GED/high school equivalent* 94.3 3.6 21 0.0 36 21 57.3 37.1
None* — — — — — — — —
Delayed postsecondary enrollment
Did not delay 97.6 0.5 16 0.2 0.7 18 83.9 13.6
Delayed* 86.6 6.2 4.0 3.2 7.4 6.1 52.7 33.8
Attendance status when first enrolled
Full-time 95.9 12 21 0.8 15 2.6 811 14.7
Part-time* 93.3 5.0 18 0.0 5.4 14 474 45.8
Dependency status when first enrolled
Dependent 96.3 12 17 0.7 14 2.3 81.9 14.4
Independent* 88.6 5.3 5.3 0.7 7.0 4.8 437 445
Number of children when first enrolled
None 96.0 13 20 0.8 18 24 80.5 154
One or more* 88.9 6.7 4.4 0.0 4.6 6.6 30.5 58.4
Single parent status when first enrolled
Not asingle parent 95.9 14 19 0.8 18 24 79.6 16.2
Single parent* 84.4 7.7 8.0 0.0 38 11.8 37.2 47.2
Worked while enrolled 1995-96
Did not work 94.7 2.3 25 05 18 3.7 80.0 14.6
Worked part time 95.8 0.9 2.3 1.0 1.9 24 81.8 13.9
Worked full time* 92.8 45 11 16 5.4 19 54.9 37.8
—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.0a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students accor ding to the highest
degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status at first institution attended, as of
spring 1998, by first institution type and first degree program

Retention at the first institution

Attained at the first institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate's till No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

Tota 0.3 4.5 8.9 41.7 25.7 189
Type of first institution
4-year
Public 0.8 13 0.7 64.5 13.2 19.6
Private, not-for-profit 0.6 17 11 62.9 12.0 21.7
Private, for-profit 3.2 10.7 4.8 28.5 27.4 254
2-year
Public t 6.0 6.5 31.6 354 20.6
Private, not-for-profit t 30.1 11.3 12.7 24.8 211
Private, for-profit T 233 22.6 12.7 33.0 8.5
Less-than-2-year
Public T t 48.6 53 36.7 9.5
Private, for-profit t t 55.4 7.2 305 6.9
Level of first institution
4-year 0.7 15 0.9 63.5 12.9 20.4
2-year 0.0 7.6 7.7 29.9 35.1 19.7
Less-than-2-year 0.0 0.0 53.5 6.9 321 75
Control of first institution
Public 0.3 4.2 5.4 42.6 27.6 20.0
Private, not-for-profit 0.6 33 1.7 59.7 13.0 21.6
Private, for-profit 0.1 8.1 425 9.9 312 8.2
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 0.0 18 39.3 15.1 354 85
Associate’ s degree 0.0 9.0 2.8 31.9 34.2 22.0
Bachelor’'s degree 0.8 0.6 0.5 66.1 113 20.7
Degree goal at first institution
None 0.0 12 6.3 139 45.8 32.8
Certificate 0.0 16 47.9 10.8 335 6.3
Associate’ s degree 0.0 13.6 4.7 36.3 332 12.3
Bachelor’s degree or transfer to 4-year 0.7 2.2 0.8 59.1 145 22.7
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None t t T 48.7 30.6 20.7
Certificate 0.3 2.1 82.8 54 t 9.4
Associate’ s degree 0.7 86.3 T 35 T 9.6

* Postsecondary education.
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.0b—Percentage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students accor ding to the highest
degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status at first institution attended, as of
spring 1998, by attendance patterns

Retention at the first institution

Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’'s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

Tota 0.3 4.5 8.9 41.7 25.7 18.9

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 0.0 0.7 17.0 7.9 68.4 6.0
12—24 months 0.5 5.8 13.2 27.7 26.7 26.1
25 months or more 0.4 59 2.4 66.9 2.1 225

Intensity pattern through 1998

Alwaysfull-time 0.4 6.3 9.8 45.4 20.7 174
Mixed 0.2 3.2 6.9 44.3 16.8 28.8
Always part-time 0.0 0.2 9.6 228 62.5 5.0

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 0.0 0.6 14.9 0.3 829 13

199697 0.8 6.9 25.0 115 43.9 12.0

1997-98 0.3 5.1 31 62.2 3.2 26.2
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 0.4 33 10.7 52.7 32.9 t

Transferred 0.0 85 24 22 0.0 86.8

First transfer direction

Did not transfer 0.4 3.3 10.7 52.7 32.9 T
Downward transfer 0.0 0.9 1.1 39 0.0 94.2
Upward or lateral transfer 0.1 10.6 2.8 18 0.0 84.8

Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuoudly enrolled 0.4 53 10.0 394 30.7 14.3
Not continuously enrolled 0.0 0.3 3.0 53.8 0.0 429
* Postsecondary education.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.0c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students according to the highest
degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer statusat first institution attended, as of
spring 1998, by demogr aphic char acteristics

Retention at the first institution

Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate's still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

Total 0.3 4.5 8.9 41.7 25.7 18.9
Gender

Mae 0.4 4.4 7.6 43.3 25.4 18.9

Femae 0.3 4.5 9.8 40.4 26.1 19.0

Age when first enrolled

18 years or younger 0.2 52 31 50.9 17.6 23.0
19 years 0.6 4.4 6.7 414 25.6 214
20-23 years 1.2 35 175 331 323 12.4
24-29 years 0.0 3.0 26.3 194 445 6.8
30 or older 0.1 2.8 21.1 18.6 48.3 9.2
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 0.3 5.0 8.2 41.8 25.3 194
Black, non-Hispanic 0.0 3.9 12.3 34.1 32.9 16.8
Hispanic 0.8 31 11.2 435 23.8 17.7
Asian/Pecific Islander 0.2 2.1 51 513 233 18.1
American Indian/Alaskan Native 0.0 25 54 40.3 28.0 237

Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 0.4 4.8 4.5 49.3 18.6 224
Single, no children (independent) 0.3 3.0 18.8 239 42.9 111
Single with children 0.0 55 204 27.2 37.3 9.6
Married 0.0 22 22.2 18.4 49.3 7.8

Parental education

High school diplomaor less 0.3 4.8 135 34.8 32.2 144
Some postsecondary 0.3 4.7 7.7 39.6 27.0 20.8
Bachelor’'s degree 0.3 5.9 35 47.7 17.8 249
Advanced degree 0.5 25 11 59.9 13.0 23.0
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 0.3 3.6 114 46.0 20.9 17.8
Student working to meet expenses 0.5 5.9 54 44.8 21.2 222
Employee who is enrolled 0.1 4.7 13.0 25.0 45.6 11.6

Dependent family income in 1994

Less than $25,000 0.6 5.3 75 475 20.5 18.6
$25,000-44,999 0.3 5.2 5.3 445 21.1 235
$45,000-69,999 0.4 46 2.6 493 21.1 22.0
$70,000 or greater 0.3 4.1 2.3 55.8 11.7 25.9
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Table 3.0c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students according to the highest
degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer statusat first institution attended, as of
spring 1998, by demogr aphic char acteristics—Continued

Retention at the first institution

Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

Independent student income in 1994

L ess than $6,000 0.0 45 17.8 23.9 40.3 13.6

$6,000-14,999 0.1 4.8 20.8 19.2 43.0 12.1

$15,000-24,999 0.0 24 275 255 39.1 55

$25,000 or greater 0.2 2.6 155 19.7 54.1 7.9
* Postsecondary education.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.0d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students accor ding to the highest
degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status at first institution attended, as of
spring 1998, by persistence risk factorswhen they first enrolled

Retention at the first institution
Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’'s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE*  transferred

Total 0.3 4.5 8.9 41.7 25.7 18.9

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 0.3 5.8 2.8 55.9 11.7 235
One 0.8 4.4 7.1 40.1 25.2 225
Two or three 0.1 25 16.7 28.5 38.3 13.8
Four or more 0.0 35 18.1 22.3 47.2 8.9

High school diploma or equivalency status

High school diploma 0.3 4.6 7.3 435 24.8 195
GED/high school equival ent? 0.0 4.1 215 311 28.6 14.7
None” 0.0 19 24.3 9.6 52.6 11.7

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 0.1 51 3.2 50.7 17.4 235

Del ayed2 0.7 35 17.3 28.6 38.1 11.8
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 0.4 53 8.9 454 20.3 19.6

Part-time® 0.1 2.2 8.8 32.2 39.6 17.1

Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 0.4 4.8 45 49.3 18.6 22.4

| ndependent2 0.1 3.6 20.9 219 43.9 9.6
Number of children when first enrolled

None 0.4 4.6 6.6 45.7 219 20.8

One or morée® 0.0 3.8 21.0 22.8 43.8 8.6

Single parent status when first enrolled

Not asingle parent 0.3 4.4 1.7 43.7 24.1 19.8

Single parent’ 0.0 55 20.4 27.2 37.3 9.6
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 0.3 3.6 114 46.0 20.9 17.8

Worked part time 0.5 6.6 6.7 44.4 19.6 22.3

Worked full time? 0.2 34 113 28.4 441 12.7

'postsecondary education.
“Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.1a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by first institution type and first degree program

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate’s still No degree, No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred

Lessthan-4-year institutions
Tota 6.5 145 26.5 34.6 17.9

Type of first institution

2-year
Public 6.0 6.5 31.6 354 20.6
Private, not-for-profit 30.1 11.3 12.7 24.8 211
Private, for-profit 233 22.6 12.7 33.0 8.5
Less-than-2-year
Public T 48.6 53 36.7 9.5
Private, for-profit T 55.4 7.2 30.5 6.9
Level of first ingtitution
2-year 7.6 7.7 29.9 351 19.7
Less-than-2-year 0.0 535 6.9 321 75
Control of first institution
Public 5.8 8.0 30.6 355 20.2
Private, not-for-profit 26.7 114 12.7 28.8 204
Private, for-profit 8.0 4.1 9.1 314 74
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 14 40.7 13.8 35.9 81
Associate’ s degree 8.8 2.7 32.2 341 223
Degree goal at first institution
None 14 8.6 11.7 49.5 289
Certificate 13 46.7 121 335 6.4
Associate’ s degree 133 4.6 35.7 338 12.7
Bachelor’s degree or transfer to 4-year 5.2 1.0 317 254 36.6
Transfer or degree expectation
No degree, no transfer 0.1 9.3 13.7 55.7 21.2
Degree, no transfer 7.2 25.2 23.2 354 9.0
Degree, transfer 134 16 35.1 28.0 219
No degree, transfer 55 12 30.8 26.2 36.3
Program/field at first ingtitution
Vocational certificate 14 40.7 13.8 359 81
Associate’ s applied fields 12.2 4.0 318 36.3 15.7
Associate’ s liberal arts/'uncertain 54 15 325 31.8 28.8
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Table 3.1a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by first institution type and first degree program

—Continued
Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate's till No degree, No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred
Purpose for enrolling
Job skills 5.2 28.2 15.1 429 8.7
Degree or certificate 8.0 124 28.5 37.2 139
Transfer to 4-year 10.9 11 38.0 22.1 27.9
Other 5.0 12.1 20.0 421 20.8
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None T T 334 455 21.1
Certificate 20 84.9 5.6 t 7.5
Associate' s degree 89.0 T 2.6 T 8.4
*Postsecondary education.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.1b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin less-than-4-year
institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by attendance patterns

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate’s still Nodegree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred

Lessthan-4-year institutions
Tota 6.5 145 26.5 34.6 179

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 0.7 19.7 7.0 67.3 53
12—24 months 6.7 17.4 27.1 26.1 22.7
25 months or more 135 54 49.6 29 28.7

Intensity pattern through 1998

Alwaysfull-time 121 215 17.6 31.6 17.3
Mixed 4.1 9.0 39.8 19.8 27.3
Always part-time 0.1 10.2 21.8 63.7 4.2

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 0.6 17.1 0.1 80.9 13

199697 7.5 31.2 104 423 85

1997-98 9.6 6.1 484 45 315
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 4.4 175 33.6 44.5 t

Transferred 13.9 4.0 1.6 0.0 80.6

First transfer direction

Did not transfer 4.4 175 33.6 44.5 T
Downward transfer 4.2 57 0.0 0.0 90.1
Upward or lateral transfer 14.6 39 17 0.0 79.9

Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 79 16.8 19.8 a2.7 12.7
Not continuously enrolled 0.3 4.4 55.1 0.0 40.2
* Postsecondary education.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.1c—Percentage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin less-than-4-year
institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic char acteristics

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate’s still Nodegree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred
Lessthan-4-year institutions
Total 6.5 145 26.5 34.6 17.9

Gender

Male 6.4 12.0 30.3 325 18.9

Femae 6.6 16.3 234 36.6 17.2
Age when first enrolled

18 years or younger 10.3 6.5 30.3 27.2 25.7

19 years 5.7 10.0 31.9 314 21.1

20-23 years 39 21.2 315 333 10.2

24-29 years 24 289 16.3 46.0 6.5

30 or older 2.7 23.1 15.7 48.9 9.6
Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic 7.6 13.7 24.8 345 19.3

Black, non-Hispanic 5.7 17.8 22.3 41.1 131

Hispanic 3.8 16.7 354 29.0 15.2

Asian/Pacific |slander 3.7 104 26.7 41.3 17.8

American Indian/Alaskan Native 13 7.8 26.7 36.5 27.8
Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 8.7 8.7 31.6 27.2 238

Single, no children (independent) 2.6 224 17.2 47.6 10.2

Single with children 5.7 221 254 37.3 9.5

Married 21 25.0 15.0 50.2 1.7
Parental education

High school diplomaor less 59 184 26.5 37.2 12.0

Some postsecondary 6.0 11.6 29.5 335 195

Bachelor’s degree 10.8 6.6 27.8 26.8 28.2

Advanced degree 79 23 18.3 31.9 39.7
Student/employee role 1995-96

Did not work while enrolled 54 22.2 232 33.0 16.2

Student working to meet expenses 9.3 9.1 304 285 228

Employee who is enrolled 53 149 21.2 47.9 10.8
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Table 3.1c—Percentage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin less-than-4-year
institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by demographic characteristics—Continued

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate' s till No degree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 7.9 12.6 38.0 25.7 15.8
$25,000-44,999 8.8 89 29.3 27.2 259
$45,000-69,999 8.1 53 28.9 34.7 229
$70,000 or greater 10.9 5.6 26.7 19.6 37.2
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 4.8 205 20.3 41.1 13.3
$6,000-14,999 4.6 229 16.2 44.3 12.0
$15,000-24,999 23 304 231 40.1 4.2
$25,000 or greater 2.6 17.1 16.1 56.0 8.3

* Postsecondary education.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).



Table 3.1d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first

enrolled
Attained at Retention at thefirst institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate’s still No degree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred
Lessthan-4-year institutions
Tota 6.5 145 26.5 34.6 17.9

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 16.0 8.3 27.1 18.3 304

One 5.8 9.8 32.8 29.5 222

Two or three 24 18.9 26.8 395 124

Four or more 35 19.8 19.7 47.9 9.0
High school diploma or equivalency status

High school diploma 71 12.6 27.0 345 18.8

GED/high school equivalent? 3.7 23.8 30.0 28.8 13.7

None® 2.0 25.1 85 53.5 11.0
Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 9.7 6.5 31.3 26.1 26.3

Delayed” 3.7 21.3 23.2 415 10.3
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 9.3 17.6 24.4 29.7 19.0

Part-time” 24 9.8 29.6 42.0 16.3
Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 8.7 8.7 31.6 27.2 238

Independent® 3.6 235 18.6 45.1 9.2
Number of children when first enrolled

None 7.4 11.9 28.6 314 20.8

One or more’ 4.0 23.1 20.4 44.0 8.5
Single parent status when first enrolled

Not a single parent 6.8 133 26.8 33.9 19.2

Single parent 5.7 22.1 254 37.3 9.5
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 54 222 23.2 33.0 16.2

Worked part time 10.6 115 289 26.1 229

Worked full time” 38 134 23.9 47.4 11.5

Ypostsecondary education.
“Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.2a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by first institution type and first degree program

Attained at Retention at thefirst ingtitution
the first institution No degree,
Associate's still No degree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred

Public less-than-4-year institutions

Tota 5.8 8.0 30.6 35.5 20.2

Level of first institution

2-year 6.0 6.5 31.6 35.4 20.6

Less-than-2-year T 48.6 53 36.7 9.5
Degree program at first institution

Certificate 14 29.7 19.9 40.3 8.7

Associate’ s degree 6.8 25 334 34.3 231
Degree goal at first institution

None 17 2.3 131 50.1 32.9

Certificate 2.0 36.8 175 38.2 5.6

Associate’s 10.0 4.2 38.0 34.6 13.2

Bachelor’s degree or

transfer to 4-year 45 1.0 321 254 37.0
Transfer or degree expectation

No degree, no transfer 0.0 1.8 16.6 58.2 235

Degree, no transfer 5.9 16.6 29.9 38.0 9.7

Degree, transfer 125 14 35.8 28.2 222

No degree, transfer 50 1.0 31.2 26.1 36.8
Program/field at first institution

Vocational certificate 14 29.7 19.9 40.3 8.7

Associate’s applied fields 8.8 3.6 34.2 37.0 16.4

Associate’ s liberal arts/uncertain 52 15 32.6 319 28.7
Purpose for enrolling

Job skills 3.7 15.6 21.3 50.2 9.3

Degree or certificate 5.4 9.7 318 38.6 14.6

Transfer to 4-year 10.5 1.0 38.3 222 28.0

Other 34 8.3 22.6 42.9 22.8
First sub-baccal aureate degree attained

None T t 35.4 2.4 22.2

Certificate 1.6 80.8 8.7 T 9.0

Associate’ s degree 85.7 t 3.1 T 111
* Postsecondary education.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.2b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by attendance patterns

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate’s still Nodegree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred

Public less-than-4-year institutions
Total 5.8 8.0 30.6 355 20.2

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 0.3 11.3 8.0 74.7 58
12—24 months 4.0 8.9 31.6 30.2 25.3
25 months or more 12.2 4.2 51.1 2.8 29.7

Intensity pattern through 1998

Alwaysfull-time 12.8 115 225 304 229
Mixed 3.6 55 422 20.6 28.0
Always part-time 0.0 7.3 23.0 65.4 4.4

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 0.4 116 0.0 86.3 17

199697 5.8 16.1 12.9 54.7 10.5

1997-98 8.4 3.7 51.3 4.3 32.3
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 30 10.0 40.0 47.0 t

Transferred 14.3 1.6 18 0.0 82.3

First transfer direction

Did not transfer 3.0 10.0 40.0 47.0 T
Downward transfer — — — — —
Upward or lateral transfer 15.0 13 19 0.0 81.9

Enrollment continuity through 1998
Continuously enrolled 7.1 9.5 238 44.2 154
Not continuously enrolled 0.3 18 58.6 0.0 394

—Too few cases for ardiable estimate.
* Postsecondary education.
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.2c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by demographic char acteristics

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate’s still Nodegree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred

Public less-than-4-year institutions

Total 5.8 8.0 30.6 355 20.2
Gender

Mae 51 8.1 339 32.2 20.8

Female 6.3 7.9 27.6 38.7 19.6

Age when first enrolled

18 years or younger 9.3 4.2 324 26.6 27.6
19 years 4.4 2.6 36.6 32.7 238
20-23 years 32 7.2 425 35.6 115
24-29 years 1.0 24.6 19.5 49.4 5.6
30 or older 16 13.8 191 54.5 111
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 6.8 8.6 28.1 354 21.2
Black, non-Hispanic 5.8 10.7 21.7 42.6 13.2
Hispanic 21 51 44.2 29.3 19.4
Asian/Pacific Islander 25 20 313 43.0 21.3

American Indian/Alaskan Native — — — — _

Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 7.8 44 34.6 274 25.8
Single, no children (independent) 12 9.7 211 574 10.7
Single with children 55 129 34.2 38.1 9.3
Married 11 19.9 17.4 53.2 8.4

Parental education

High school diplomaor less 51 105 318 395 13.2
Some postsecondary 45 6.3 327 35.0 215
Bachelor’s degree 10.7 31 30.5 25.9 29.8
Advanced degree 7.2 0.1 19.0 32.7 41.0
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 4.8 9.5 31.6 334 20.7
Student working to meet expenses 75 5.0 335 29.6 245
Employee who is enrolled 5.0 11.2 233 49.0 115
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Table 3.2c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by demographic characteristics—Continued

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate's till No degree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred
Dependent income
L ess than $25,000 75 6.3 44.1 24.8 17.3
$25,000-44,999 7.3 4.2 324 27.9 28.2
$45,000-69,999 7.1 34 30.5 35.1 23.9
$70,000 or greater 10.0 31 27.9 19.6 39.4
Independent student income in 1994
L ess than $6,000 31 8.8 27.1 45.8 15.1
$6,000-14,999 4.2 13.0 20.3 49.7 12.8
$15,000-24,999 19 26.8 26.6 41.3 35
$25,000 or greater 0.8 8.5 18.9 61.7 10.2
—Too few casesfor areliable estimate.
* Postsecondary education.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.2d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first

enrolled
Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate's still No degree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled |left PSE" transferred
Public less-than-4-year institutions
Tota 5.8 8.0 30.6 35.5 20.2

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 15.3 4.6 29.0 17.0 34.0

One 45 3.8 37.8 29.7 24.1

Two or three 11 11.0 32.6 417 13.6

Four or more 31 13.1 22.8 51.6 9.4
High school diploma or equivalency status

High school diploma 6.2 6.8 30.7 35.5 20.9

GED/high school equival ent? 2.8 16.9 374 27.1 15.8

None? 32 14.3 10.4 58.1 14.0
Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 8.6 3.7 335 259 28.3

Delayed” 2.6 12.6 28.8 45.1 11.0
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 89 8.8 30.2 29.2 229

Part-time” 2.1 7.0 31.2 42.7 17.0
Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 7.8 4.4 34.6 274 25.8

Independent® 2.6 15.4 229 49.5 9.7
Number of children when first enrolled

None 6.5 6.3 32.2 321 229

One or more® 36 15.1 25.6 46.9 8.8
Single parent status when first enrolled

Not a single parent 6.0 74 304 34.7 214

Single parent’ 55 12.9 34.2 38.1 9.3
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 4.8 9.5 31.6 334 20.7

Worked part time 9.6 6.7 32.2 26.1 253

Worked full time” 2.8 10.1 26.0 49.3 11.9
YPostsecondary education.
“Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.3a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, for-profit
less-than-4-year institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention
and transfer statusat first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by first institution type and
first degree program

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate’s still No degree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred

Private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions

Total 8.0 44.1 9.1 314 74

Leve of first ingtitution

2-year 233 22.6 12.7 33.0 85

Less-than-2-year T 554 7.2 30.5 6.9
Degree program at first institution

Certificate 12 54.2 6.9 30.7 7.0

Associate’ s degree 34.6 47 17.8 338 9.2
Degree goal at first institution

None 0.3 34.1 5.9 484 113

Certificate 0.2 58.0 6.6 28.3 6.9

Associate’' s 41.8 6.5 16.4 28.6 6.8

Bachelor’'s degree or
transfer to 4-year — — — — —

Transfer or degree expectation

No degree, no transfer 04 39.5 21 47.4 10.6
Degree, no transfer 8.4 46.2 8.7 29.7 7.1
Degree, transfer — — — — —

No degree, transfer — — — — _

Program/field at first ingtitution
Vocational certificate 12 54.2 6.9 30.7 7.0
Associate’s applied fields 34.6 4.7 17.8 338 9.2
Associate’ s liberal arts/uncertain — — — — —

Purpose for enrolling

Job skills 6.3 50.9 4.3 30.6 75
Degree or certificate 20.0 29.1 11.6 311 8.2
Transfer to 4-year — — — — —
Other 113 35.0 5.1 404 8.2
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None T T 17.6 72.0 10.4
Certificate 22 89.2 27 T 59
Associate' s degree 99.0 T 1.0 T T

—Too few casesfor areliable estimate.
* Postsecondary education.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.3b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, for-profit
less-than-4-year institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention
and transfer statusat first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by attendance patterns

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate’s still No degree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred

Private for-profit less-than-4-year institutions
Total 8.0 44.1 9.1 31.4 7.4

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 15 43.6 4.0 47.2 3.7
12—24 months 13.6 49.6 11.7 11.8 13.3
25 months or more 29.1 25.7 32.6 3.7 8.9

Intensity pattern through 1998

Always full-time 8.9 42.0 8.5 34.0 6.6
Mixed 7.9 51.8 13.3 112 15.8
Always part-time 0.7 49.4 7.8 411 11

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 0.9 354 0.2 63.5 T

199697 9.1 66.9 5.2 15.3 3.6

1997-98 17.0 27.7 26.9 55 23.0
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 8.3 46.3 10.2 35.2 T

Transferred 5.6 26.2 0.0 0.0 68.2

First transfer direction

Did not transfer 8.3 46.3 10.2 35.2 0.0
Downward transfer — — — — —
Upward or lateral transfer 6.1 284 0.0 0.0 65.5

Enrollment continuity through 1998
Continuously enrolled 9.3 48.4 4.3 36.8 12
Not continuously enrolled 0.6 19.7 36.5 0.0 43.2

—Too few cases for ardiable estimate.
* Postsecondary education.
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.3c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, for-profit
lessthan-4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention
and transfer statusat first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic
characteristics

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate’s still Nodegree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred

Private for-profit less-than-4-year institutions

Total 8.0 441 9.1 314 7.4
Gender

Mae 13.0 39.9 7.7 345 5.0

Female 5.9 45.1 9.9 304 8.7

Age when first enrolled

18 years or younger 16.7 27.6 144 334 7.9
19 years 8.3 494 9.7 252 75
20-23 years 4.0 50.6 89 29.2 7.3
24-29 years 6.0 432 6.4 35.0 9.5
30 or older 4.9 51.9 5.8 329 4.5
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 105 447 6.8 29.9 8.1
Black, non-Hispanic 48 36.8 9.0 375 12.0
Hispanic 6.7 50.6 11.2 28.8 2.7
Asian/Pacific Islander 20 44.3 115 38.5 3.7

American Indian/Alaskan Native — — — — _

Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 12.7 43.9 9.3 27.1 7.0
Single, no children (independent) 5.7 59.5 6.8 20.3 7.7
Single with children 5.8 39.1 9.5 36.2 9.3
Married 34 42.6 6.9 42.0 5.0

Parental education

High school diplomaor less 8.0 47.8 7.9 29.5 6.8
Some postsecondary 10.7 455 11.7 254 6.8
Bachelor’s degree 7.3 35.7 7.0 34.7 15.3
Advanced degree 134 32.8 9.1 26.0 18.9
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 5.0 49.8 6.6 322 6.4
Student working to meet expenses 18.3 40.1 9.4 22.2 10.0
Employee who is enrolled 6.6 38.1 8.2 41.9 51
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Table 3.3c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, for-profit
lessthan-4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention
and transfer statusat first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic
characteristics—Continued

Attained at Retention at the first institution
the first institution No degree,
Associate' s till No degree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 7.6 44.3 117 29.7 6.8
$25,000-44,999 17.4 47.0 5.6 219 81
$45,000-69,999 19.3 384 5.4 315 54
$70,000 or greater 17.8 39.6 13.0 22.4 7.2
Independent student income in 1994
L ess than $6,000 7.0 40.1 10.1 32.6 10.2
$6,000-14,999 4.2 454 7.1 330 10.3
$15,000-24,999 21 49.2 73 36.1 5.3
$25,000 or greater 7.9 43.8 7.1 39.7 1.6

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
* Postsecondary education.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.3d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, for-profit
less-than-4-year institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention
and transfer statusat first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by persistencerisk factors
when they first enrolled

Attained at Retention at the first institution
thefirst ingtitution No degree,
Associate’s still Nodegree,  No degree,
degree Certificate enrolled left PSE'  transferred

Private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions

Tota 8.0 4.1 9.1 314 7.4

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 175 37.3 14.6 275 3.2

One 10.2 44.6 6.0 28.4 10.8

Two or three 5.7 49.0 5.7 31.6 7.9

Four or more 45 41.7 10.2 36.6 7.0
High school diploma or equivalency status

High school diploma 9.9 44.3 89 29.5 74

GED/high school equivalent? 4.8 40.9 12.8 32.7 8.8

None® 0.0 42.1 55 46.2 6.3
Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 16.3 30.8 151 28.7 9.2

Delayed” 55 49.1 6.9 31.2 7.2
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 8.4 43.1 9.3 31.3 8.0

Part-time” 5.6 50.3 8.0 31.8 4.3
Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 12.7 43.9 9.3 271 7.0

Independent? 5.1 441 8.2 35.0 7.7
Number of children when first enrolled

None 10.1 45.9 8.6 28.0 7.3

One or more’ 41 427 8.3 375 7.4
Single parent status when first enrolled

Not asingle parent 8.5 46.8 8.1 30.1 6.6

Single parent 5.8 39.1 9.5 36.2 9.3
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 5.0 49.8 6.6 32.2 6.4

Worked part time 13.6 42.9 9.5 27.0 7.1

Worked full time” 10.6 37.3 9.3 34.8 7.9

Ypostsecondary education.
“Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.4a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin 4-year institutions
according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer statusat first
institution attended, as of spring 1998, by first institution type, first degree program, and
academic preparation

Retention at the first institution

Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’'s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

4-year ingtitutions
Total 0.7 15 0.9 63.5 129 20.4

Type of first institution

4-year

Public 0.8 13 0.7 64.5 13.2 19.6
Private, not-for-profit 0.6 17 11 62.9 12.0 21.7
Private, for-profit 3.2 10.7 4.8 285 274 254

Highest offering of first institution
Doctorate-granting 0.9 0.7 0.7 69.2 10.5 18.0
Non-doctorate-granting 0.6 25 1.0 56.9 15.7 23.2

Control of first institution

Public 0.8 13 0.7 64.5 13.2 19.6
Private, not-for-profit 0.6 17 11 62.9 12.0 21.7
Private, for-profit 3.2 10.7 438 285 274 254

Degree program at first institution

Certificate 0.0 8.9 75 423 24.4 16.9
Associate' s degree 0.0 14.0 4.2 27.9 37.2 16.8
Bachelor’s degree 0.8 0.6 0.5 66.1 11.3 20.7
Degree goal at first institution
None 0.0 0.1 0.4 20.7 239 54.8
Certificate 0.0 8.7 134 28.6 31.9 175
Associate' s degree 0.0 16.0 5.2 33.2 33.2 125
Bachelor’s degree 1.0 12 0.7 67.8 10.7 18.7
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None t t t 66.2 135 20.3
Certificate 5.1 4.0 52.3 25 T 36.2
Associate' s degree 4.0 72.8 t 8.0 T 15.3

Met high math/science curriculum
Did not meet threshold 0.5 11 05 62.7 118 234
Met curriculum threshold 0.6 0.8 0.6 73.8 6.9 17.3
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Table 3.4a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin 4-year institutions
according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer statusat first
institution attended, as of spring 1998, by first institution type, first degree program, and
academic prepar ation—Continued

Retention at the first institution

Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

Number of Advanced Placement tests taken

None 0.7 1.9 11 58.0 14.9 23.3
One 14 0.5 1.0 73.8 7.0 16.3
More than one 1.1 0.4 0.4 79.9 53 12.9

Grade-point average in high school

B or less 0.4 17 0.9 48.3 195 29.3
B+ to A- 0.6 0.8 11 66.1 10.0 215
Mostly As 0.7 0.7 0.2 78.5 4.4 15.6
Derived SAT combined score
Low quartile (400—700) 0.7 14 16 48.8 18.7 28.8
Middle quartiles (710-1020) 0.5 11 0.6 63.3 11.2 23.4
High quartile (1030-1600) 0.8 0.7 0.3 76.3 7.3 14.6
* Postsecondary education.
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.4b—Percentage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin 4-year institutions
according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer statusat first
institution attended, as of spring 1998, by attendance patter ns

Retention at the first institution

Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’'s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

4-year ingtitutions
Total 0.7 15 0.9 63.5 129 20.4

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 0.0 0.8 15 13.5 74.7 9.6
12—24 months 2.0 34 2.1 29.1 28.4 35.0
25 months or more 0.6 1.2 0.5 77.5 1.6 18.7

Intensity pattern through 1998

Alwaysfull-time 0.8 17 0.6 67.4 12.2 175
Mixed 0.8 0.9 16 55.0 9.5 32.3
Always part-time 0.0 15 3.6 318 511 121

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 0.0 1.0 15 13 94.5 18

199697 3.6 49 3.7 15.1 49.0 23.7

1997-98 0.5 12 05 739 2.2 21.7
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 0.9 1.8 11 79.8 16.4 t

Transferred 0.1 0.4 0.0 3.2 0.0 96.2

First transfer direction

Did not transfer 0.9 1.8 1.1 79.8 16.4 T
Downward transfer 0.0 0.1 0.0 4.8 0.0 95.1
Upward or lateral transfer 0.2 0.7 0.0 21 0.0 97.0

Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 0.8 1.7 1.0 65.3 14.7 16.4
Not continuously enrolled 0.0 0.1 0.0 51.0 0.0 48.8
* Postsecondary education.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.4c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin 4-year institutions
according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status at first
institution attended, as of spring 1998, by demographic characteristics

Retention at the first institution

Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred
4-year institutions
Total 0.7 15 0.9 63.5 12.9 20.4

Gender

Male 0.9 15 13 62.1 15.3 18.9

Female 0.6 16 05 64.6 111 21.7
Age when first enrolled

18 years or younger 0.3 12 0.5 66.9 101 210

19 years 1.7 18 0.3 59.9 14.2 22.1

20-23 years 5.4 20 4.7 385 29.0 204

24-29 years 0.0 9.2 31 47.3 31.2 9.2

30 or older 12 33 3.6 43.2 43.0 5.7
Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic 0.6 15 0.8 64.7 129 195

Black, non-Hispanic 0.0 0.6 17 56.6 17.0 241

Hispanic 2.3 19 0.7 58.9 13.9 22.3

Asian/Pacific |slander 0.3 0.7 0.3 73.2 7.2 18.3

American Indian/Alaskan Native 0.0 53 0.0 711 9.1 145
Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 0.8 13 0.7 65.4 10.8 21.2

Single, no children (independent) 18 48 20 55.4 20.6 154

Single with children 0.0 29 4.0 44.6 374 11.0

Married 0.0 29 29 42.3 435 85
Parental education

High school diplomaor less 11 19 11 55.7 19.6 20.7

Some postsecondary 0.7 2.7 13 56.1 16.2 23.0

Bachelor’s degree 0.5 12 0.6 66.7 9.3 218

Advanced degree 0.7 0.6 0.7 74.6 6.4 171
Student/employee role 1995-96

Did not work while enrolled 0.6 18 0.9 68.0 9.4 194

Student working to meet expenses 1.2 17 0.8 62.6 12.2 21.6

Employee who is enrolled 0.6 19 2.7 45.9 33.0 159
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Table 3.4c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin 4-year institutions
according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status at first
institution attended, as of spring 1998, by demographic characteristics—Continued

Retention at the first institution

Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate's still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

Dependent family income in 1994

L ess than $25,000 13 18 0.7 60.2 13.7 224
$25,000-44,999 0.7 11 11 62.3 14.1 20.8
$45,000-69,999 0.8 14 0.3 67.3 9.0 21.2
$70,000 or greater 0.4 0.9 0.8 69.5 8.0 205
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 0.0 24 16 45.1 355 154
$6,000-14,999 12 6.8 3.0 43.8 32.3 12.9
$15,000-24,999 0.0 3.7 11 47.5 30.4 17.3
$25,000 or greater 1.6 2.8 5.6 27 423 5.0

* Postsecondary education.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.4d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin 4-year institutions
according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status at first
institution attended, as of spring 1998, by persistencerisk factors when they first enrolled

Retention at the first institution

Attained at the first institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’'s still No degree, No degree,

degree degree  Caertificate enrolled  left PSE'  transferred

4-year ingtitutions

Total 0.7 15 0.9 63.5 12.9 20.4
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 0.5 1.2 0.4 68.7 8.7 20.5
One 24 14 15 55.8 15.8 23.1
Two or three 0.9 3.3 3.3 39.2 30.8 22.6
Four or more 0.0 2.9 3.8 43.6 41.8 8.0
High school diploma or equivalency status
High school diploma 0.8 14 0.8 64.0 12.7 20.4
GED/high school equival ent? 0.0 7.6 3.8 39.6 26.7 223
None® — — — — — —

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 0.2 1.2 0.4 67.1 10.0 21.1

Del ayed2 3.2 2.9 2.8 48,5 25.3 17.4
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full time 0.8 15 0.6 65.3 11.5 20.3

Part time® 0.6 14 3.2 47.4 25.7 21.8
Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 0.8 13 0.7 65.4 10.8 21.2

| ndependent2 0.7 3.8 3.0 45.0 35.1 12.4
Number of children when first enrolled

None 0.8 14 0.8 64.7 11.5 20.8

One or more? 0.0 1.8 31 43.7 41.9 95
Single parent status when first enrolled

Not asingle parent 0.8 14 0.8 64.3 12.1 20.6

Single parent 0.0 29 4.0 44.6 374 11.0
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 0.6 1.8 0.9 68.0 9.4 194

Worked part time 1.0 17 0.8 63.5 11.6 215

Worked full time? 0.9 15 2.3 47.9 29.7 17.7

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
Ypostsecondary education.

“Risk factor.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.5a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public 4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by first institution type, first degree program,
and academic preparation

Retention at the first institution
Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate's still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

Public 4-year institutions

Total 0.8 13 0.7 64.5 13.2 19.6

Highest offering of first institution

Doctorate-granting 0.8 0.5 0.6 69.6 11.2 17.3

Non-doctorate-granting 0.7 25 0.8 55.1 17.0 239
Degree program at first institution

Certificate 0.0 9.3 4.7 40.9 28.1 17.0

Associate’ s degree 0.0 12.9 55 32.6 33.3 15.7

Bachelor’s degree 0.8 0.4 0.3 66.8 11.8 19.8
Degree goal at first institution

None 0.0 0.0 0.1 26.5 215 51.9

Certificate 0.0 11.3 7.0 325 36.2 13.0

Associate’ s degree 0.0 16.0 79 36.0 31.9 8.1

Bachelor’s degree 1.0 0.9 0.5 67.2 114 191
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained

None T T T 66.8 13.8 194

Certificate 14 5.6 46.0 4.4 T 27

Associate' s degree 7.1 66.1 t 12.7 T 14.1
Met high math/science curriculum

Did not meet threshold 0.4 0.8 0.6 63.0 12.7 224

Met curriculum threshold 0.8 0.8 0.4 74.3 6.7 17.0
Number of Advanced Placement tests taken

None 0.6 1.2 1.0 58.8 15.1 23.3

One 11 0.5 0.2 75.9 6.5 15.8

More than one 1.9 0.6 04 78.9 6.8 115
Grade-point average in high school

B or less 0.3 11 1.2 48.7 21.1 27.8

B+ to A- 0.6 0.7 0.5 66.3 10.3 21.6

Mostly As 0.6 0.7 0.1 79.8 4.3 14.5
Derived SAT combined score

Low quartile (400-700) 0.4 1.2 1.2 49.1 19.8 28.3

Middle quartiles (710-1020) 0.4 0.7 0.6 64.3 11.9 222

High quartile (1030-1600) 1.0 0.8 0.3 76.9 8.7 12.3
* Postsecondary education.
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.5b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public 4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by attendance patterns

Retention at the first institution

Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’'s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

Public 4-year institutions
Tota 0.8 13 0.7 64.5 13.2 19.6

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 0.0 0.9 0.5 16.2 72.7 9.8
12—24 months 2.0 2.9 2.0 31.0 28.5 33.7
25 months or more 0.6 0.9 0.5 78.7 1.6 17.8

Intensity pattern through 1998

Alwaysfull-time 0.7 14 0.3 68.1 125 17.0
Mixed 1.0 0.8 20 56.3 10.1 29.7
Always part-time 0.0 04 12 39.6 46.8 121

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 0.0 12 0.6 20 95.7 0.6

199697 3.7 51 34 19.7 49.0 19.0

1997-98 0.5 0.8 0.4 74.8 2.2 21.3
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 0.9 14 09 80.2 16.6 t

Transferred 0.2 0.7 0.0 3.2 0.0 95.9

First transfer direction

Did not transfer 0.9 14 0.9 80.2 16.6 T
Downward transfer 0.0 0.2 0.1 4.4 0.0 95.4
Upward or lateral transfer 0.3 1.2 0.0 21 0.0 96.4

Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 0.9 14 0.8 66.1 15.3 155
Not continuously enrolled 0.1 0.2 0.0 54.3 0.0 455
* Postsecondary education.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.5c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public 4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic char acteristics

Retention at the first institution

Attained at the first institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred
Public 4-year institutions
Total 0.8 13 0.7 64.5 13.2 19.6
Gender
Male 12 1.0 11 63.3 15.0 18.4
Female 0.4 14 0.4 65.3 11.9 20.7
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 0.3 10 0.5 66.8 10.7 20.7
19 years 20 16 0.5 62.9 14.1 18.9
20-23 years 57 27 35 436 29.6 14.9
24-29 years 0.0 0.7 0.0 50.7 33.2 154
30 or older 0.0 44 15 57.3 34.9 19
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 0.6 12 0.7 65.3 138 185
Black, non-Hispanic 0.0 0.5 0.5 58.0 18.3 22.7
Hispanic 3.0 14 0.2 60.5 9.6 253
Asian/Pacific Ilander 0.5 0.4 0.3 739 7.4 17.6

American Indian/Alaskan Native — — — — — _
Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 0.8 11 0.7 65.6 115 20.3
Single, no children (independent) 0.0 1.0 0.5 66.4 189 133
Single with children 0.0 0.6 11 534 321 12.8
Married 0.0 36 0.7 50.1 384 7.2
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 1.0 18 1.0 57.5 18.6 20.2
Some postsecondary 1.0 22 11 55.5 175 227
Bachelor's degree 0.5 0.9 0.6 67.0 10.0 211
Advanced degree 0.5 0.5 0.3 77.1 5.7 15.9
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 0.7 15 0.6 68.8 89 19.6
Student working to meet expenses 12 14 0.9 61.2 135 21.8
Employee who is enrolled 0.0 16 18 50.3 32.0 14.3
Dependent family incomein 1994
Less than $25,000 17 17 11 61.3 13.9 20.3
$25,000-44,999 1.0 0.8 0.8 62.7 144 204
$45,000-69,999 0.6 12 04 66.1 9.8 219
$70,000 or greater 0.2 0.6 0.7 704 9.3 18.8
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 0.0 0.7 0.8 494 35.3 13.9
$6,000-14,999 0.0 1.6 11 52.2 29.0 16.0
$15,000-24,999 0.0 23 0.0 56.1 238 17.8
$25,000 or greater 0.0 34 0.9 52.9 40.1 28
—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
* Postsecondary education.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.5d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public 4-year
institutions accor ding to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer status
at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first

enrolled
Retention at the first institution
Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE'  transferred
Public 4-year ingtitutions
Tota 0.8 13 0.7 64.5 13.2 19.6
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 0.4 11 0.3 69.3 9.1 19.8
One 3.0 0.9 15 57.6 16.9 20.2
Two or three 0.0 1.6 3.3 39.1 30.6 25.4
Four or more 0.0 24 11 53.2 36.6 6.8
High school diploma or equivalency status
High school diploma 0.8 11 0.7 64.9 131 194
GED/high school equivalent? 0.0 9.8 29 36.2 24.7 26.4
None’ — — — — — —

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 0.2 1.0 0.5 67.1 10.6 20.6
Del atyed2 3.2 2.2 15 54.2 24.3 14.6
Attendance status when first enrolled
Full-time 0.8 1.3 0.4 66.2 121 19.3
Part-time® 0.8 1.3 3.0 50.9 22.0 22.0
Dependency status when first enrolled
Dependent 0.8 11 0.7 65.6 115 20.3
Independent? 0.0 2.1 0.8 53.0 32.3 11.9
Number of children when first enrolled
None 0.8 1.1 0.7 65.4 12.0 20.0
One or morée® 0.0 0.7 1.1 545 36.5 7.2
Single parent status when first enrolled
Not asingle parent 0.8 11 0.7 65.2 12.6 19.6
Single parent’ 0.0 0.6 1.1 53.4 32.1 12.8
Worked while enrolled 1995-96
Did not work 0.7 15 0.6 68.8 8.9 19.6
Worked part time 1.2 13 0.8 61.9 13.0 21.8
Worked full time? 0.0 1.3 15 51.9 29.2 16.1
—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
YPostsecondary education.
“Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.6a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, not-for-pr ofit
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer
status at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by first institution type, first degree
program, and academic preparation

Retention at the first institution
Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’'s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE*  transferred

Private not-for-profit 4-year ingtitutions

Total 0.6 17 11 62.9 12.0 21.7

Highest offering of first institution

Doctorate-granting 11 12 1.0 68.0 84 20.3

Non-doctorate-granting 04 20 11 60.2 13.9 225
Degree program at first institution

Certificate 0.0 7.6 12.4 45.1 18.1 16.8

Associate’ s degree 0.0 15.7 2.0 19.9 45.3 17.1

Bachelor’s degree 0.7 0.9 0.8 65.5 101 221
Degree goal at first institution

None 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.9 28.1 61.0

Certificate — — — — — —

Associate’ s degree 0.0 16.6 14 29.7 34.0 184

Bachelor’s degree 0.8 1.6 1.0 69.7 9.2 17.7
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained

None T T T 65.7 12.5 21.8

Certificate 11.5 21 60.8 T T 25.7

Associate' s degree t 825 t 25 T 15.1
Met high math/science curriculum

Did not meet threshold 0.7 15 0.3 62.2 9.8 255

Met curriculum threshold 0.4 1.0 0.9 73.1 7.1 17.7
Number of Advanced Placement tests taken

None 1.0 2.7 1.2 575 14.1 235

One 1.0 0.5 24 72.2 7.2 16.8

More than one 0.1 0.2 0.4 81.3 35 14.6
Grade-point average in high school

B or less 0.9 2.9 0.2 47.3 15.8 329

B+ to A- 0.5 1.0 1.8 66.0 95 21.3

Mostly As 0.9 0.8 0.2 76.4 4.4 17.2
Derived SAT combined score

Low quartile (400-700) 15 2.0 24 48.5 16.5 29.3

Middle quartiles (710-1020) 0.6 1.8 0.6 61.4 9.6 26.0

High quartile (1030-1600) 0.6 0.5 0.3 75.6 55 17.4

—Too few casesfor areliable estimate.
* Postsecondary education.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.6b—~Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, not-for-profit
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer
statusat first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by attendance patterns

Retention at the first institution

Attained at thefirst institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate’s still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Certificate enrolled  left PSE* transferred

Private not-for-profit 4-year institutions
Total 0.6 17 11 62.9 12.0 21.7

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 0.0 0.5 3.4 7.9 79.2 9.1
12—-24 months 1.3 4.3 1.9 26.7 28.0 37.8
25 months or more 0.6 1.4 0.6 75.9 1.6 20.0

Intensity pattern through 1998

Alwaysfull-time 0.8 18 0.9 67.2 111 18.3
Mixed 0.2 12 0.4 531 8.2 36.8
Always part-time 0.0 4.1 9.2 159 58.9 11.9

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 0.0 0.7 35 0.0 91.8 4.1

199697 25 35 4.0 6.1 49.9 34.0

1997-98 0.5 1.6 0.6 73.1 2.2 220
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 0.8 22 13 80.2 154 t

Transferred 0.0 0.0 0.1 35 0.0 96.5

First transfer direction

Did not transfer 0.8 2.2 1.3 80.2 154 T
Downward transfer 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.7 0.0 94.3
Upward or lateral transfer 0.0 0.0 0.1 21 0.0 97.8

Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 0.7 1.9 12 65.1 133 17.8
Not continuously enrolled 0.0 0.0 0.2 43.2 0.0 56.7
* Postsecondary education.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.6c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, not-for-profit
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer

status at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by demogr aphic characteristics

Retention at the first institution

Attained at the first institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate's still No degree, No degree,
degree degree Certificate enrolled left PSE* transferred
Private not-for-profit 4-year institutions
Total 0.6 17 11 62.9 12.0 21.7

Gender

Male 0.3 17 16 61.6 15.1 19.8

Female 0.9 17 0.6 64.0 9.5 233
Age when first enrolled

18 years or younger 0.3 14 0.5 67.7 8.8 21.3

19 years 13 21 0.0 554 134 279

20-23 years 5.3 0.0 4.7 30.0 275 325

24-29 years 0.0 17.1 7.8 43.4 30.4 14

30 or older 0.0 19 8.0 236 56.6 9.8
Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic 0.8 20 0.6 64.3 10.7 215

Black, non-Hispanic 0.0 0.8 4.2 54.1 145 26.5

Hispanic 0.5 1.0 17 50.1 20.4 17.3

Asian/Pacific Islander 0.0 15 0.3 74.5 7.1 16.7

American Indian/Alaskan Native — — — — — —
Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 0.6 14 0.7 65.7 9.1 225

Single, no children (independent) 19 8.9 4.3 41.3 25.6 18.1

Single with children 0.0 8.0 7.7 334 41.1 9.8

Married 0.0 0.5 5.2 28.2 54.5 11.6
Parental education

High school diplomaor less 0.8 18 12 53.7 20.7 21.7

Some postsecondary 0.1 2.8 17 58.3 134 238

Bachelor's degree 0.7 17 0.6 66.8 7.6 22.6

Advanced degree 0.9 0.8 0.9 717 7.3 18.4
Student/employee role 1995-96

Did not work while enrolled 05 21 17 66.6 104 18.6

Student working to meet expenses 11 18 04 66.3 9.2 21.3

Employee who is enrolled 0.0 2.2 4.7 39.6 34.8 18.7
Dependent family income in 1994

Less than $25,000 0.5 14 0.1 60.5 12.1 255

$25,000-44,999 0.1 15 17 62.1 13.3 214

$45,000-69,999 12 1.9 0.0 69.6 75 19.9

$70,000 or greater 0.7 1.0 0.9 68.1 5.9 234
Independent student income in 1994

L ess than $6,000 0.0 1.2 1.1 41.5 37.7 185

$6,000-14,999 3.7 18.2 3.0 30.9 36.3 7.8

$15,000-24,999 — — — — — —

$25,000 or greater 0.0 0.0 18.4 23.0 47.0 11.7

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.

* Postsecondary education.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 3.6d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, not-for-profit
4-year institutions according to the highest degree attained and 3-year retention and transfer
status at first institution attended, as of spring 1998, by retention risk factors when they first

enrolled
Retention at the first institution
Attained at the first institution No degree,
Bachelor's Associate's still No degree, No degree,
degree degree  Caertificate enrolled  left PSE'  transferred
Private not-for-profit 4-year ingtitutions
Total 0.6 17 11 62.9 12.0 21.7
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 0.6 13 0.6 68.0 8.0 21.6
One 11 21 16 53.7 12.9 28.6
Two or three 1.0 4.6 20 411 324 18.9
Four or more 0.0 4.4 85 28.7 49.6 8.9
High school diploma or equivalency status
High school diploma 0.7 17 1.0 63.3 115 21.9
GED/high school equival ent? 0.0 21 3.6 50.3 28.0 16.0
None? — — — — — —

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 0.2 1.3 0.3 67.8 8.8 215

Delayed? 2.7 37 47 395 26.5 23.0
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 0.7 1.7 0.8 64.9 10.1 21.8

Part-time? 0.0 1.8 39 40.1 338 20.5
Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 0.6 14 0.7 65.7 9.1 225

Independent? 0.8 55 5.4 34.6 40.0 13.8
Number of children when first enrolled

None 0.7 1.6 0.9 64.6 10.2 22.0

One or more? 0.0 4.4 6.4 22.9 50.2 16.1
Single parent status when first enrolled

Not asingle parent 0.7 1.6 0.9 63.8 11.0 22.0

Single parent? 0.0 8.0 7.7 334 41.1 9.8
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 0.5 2.1 1.7 66.6 10.4 18.6

Worked part time 0.8 2.0 0.6 67.0 8.9 20.8

Worked full time? 1.7 1.0 3.1 43.2 30.0 21.0

—Too few cases for ardiable estimate.
'postsecondary education.
“Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.0a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students accor ding to whether they
attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the year they left postsecondary education,
by first institution type and first degree program

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,

last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 spring 1998  spring 1998
Tota 17.1 10.0 5.2 51.9 15.9
Type of first institution
4-year
Public 7.3 75 4.1 77.3 39
Private, not-for-profit 6.4 6.8 4.0 78.5 43
Private, for-profit 174 14.0 22 41.3 25.2
2-year
Public 239 13.0 6.8 41.2 15.2
Private, not-for-profit 15.3 12.7 6.8 21.2 4.1
Private, for-profit 235 8.8 41 14.6 49.1
Less-than-2-year
Public 29.0 111 2.8 7.0 50.1
Private, for-profit 254 5.6 29 5.7 60.3
Level of first institution
4-year 7.1 7.3 4.0 77.3 4.3
2-year 237 12.7 6.6 38.9 18.1
Less-than-2-year 26.3 6.8 29 6.1 57.9
Control of first ingtitution
Public 18.1 11.0 5.7 53.2 12.0
Private, not-for-profit 7.2 7.2 4.1 74.8 6.7
Private, for-profit 24.4 7.0 33 10.1 55.1
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 27.3 8.6 55 13.8 44.9
Associate’ s degree 225 135 6.2 43.4 14.4
Bachelor’s degree 59 6.6 4.0 80.5 3.0
Degree goal at first institution
None 39.9 125 5.7 29.9 11.9
Certificate 26.7 7.4 2.3 9.9 53.7
Associate’s degree 17.9 154 79 38.1 20.7
Bachelor’s degree or
transfer to 4-year 7.8 7.4 42 75.7 49
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None 20.3 11.8 6.2 61.6 T
Certificate T t T t 100.0
Associate’' s degree T t t t 100.0

tNot applicable.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.0b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students according to whether they
attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the year they left postsecondary education,
by attendance patterns

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere
No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,

last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 1997-98 spring 1998  spring 1998
Total 17.1 10.0 5.2 51.9 15.9

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 63.6 11.1 19 4.0 19.5
12—24 months 0.5 29.1 13.4 32.4 24.6
25 months or more T T 3.0 87.3 9.7

Intensity pattern through 1998

Always full-time 13.7 8.3 33 56.4 184
Mixed 7.3 113 81 59.7 13.6
Always part-time 49.6 13.7 6.6 191 11.0

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 84.5 t t t 155

199697 T 63.7 T t 36.4

1997-98 T t 8.1 80.9 11.0
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 215 10.7 4.9 47.7 15.2

Transferred 12 7.3 6.3 66.9 18.3

First transfer direction

Did not transfer 215 10.7 4.9 47.7 15.2
Downward transfer 0.5 13.8 10.2 60.0 15.6
Upward or lateral transfer 14 5.6 52 68.8 19.0

Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 204 9.7 34 49.9 16.7
Not continuously enrolled 0.1 114 14.8 61.9 11.8
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.0c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students according to whether they
attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the year they left postsecondary education,
by demographic characteristics

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,

last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 spring 1998 spring 1998
Total 17.1 10.0 5.2 51.9 15.9
Gender
Male 18.0 9.6 4.7 53.6 14.1
Female 16.5 10.3 5.6 50.4 17.2
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 10.0 8.6 49 66.0 10.5
19 years 18.3 9.4 4.2 54.4 13.7
20-23 years 228 118 11.0 30.1 244
24-29 years 324 12.6 22 20.1 328
30 or older 36.4 135 4.9 19.0 26.2
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 16.9 10.0 4.6 52.9 15.6
Black, non-Hispanic 23.3 10.7 6.7 39.8 19.6
Hispanic 16.2 8.8 6.5 511 17.3
Asian/Pacific Islander 10.4 12.3 54 63.6 8.4
American Indian/Alaskan Native 21.2 44 17.6 48.9 8.0
Marital status and children when first enrolled
Single, no children (dependent) 114 8.8 4.7 63.4 117
Single, no children (independent) 30.2 15.6 5.0 25.6 236
Single with children 271 8.2 114 22.6 30.7
Married 355 14.9 4.0 185 27.1
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 20.7 124 6.0 39.8 212
Some postsecondary 19.0 10.1 5.8 50.5 14.7
Bachelor’s degree 111 7.8 5.6 63.3 122
Advanced degree 75 6.8 27 78.3 47
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 135 9.3 3.9 54.7 18.6
Student working to meet expenses 114 110 5.0 58.9 13.7
Employee who is enrolled 34.9 10.3 8.7 26.4 19.8
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 15.1 9.9 4.8 54.6 15.6
$25,000-44,999 10.7 9.9 6.4 60.5 12.6
$45,000-69,999 14.1 8.8 4.2 62.4 104
$70,000 or greater 54 6.6 34 76.8 7.9
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 321 10.5 8.4 22.8 26.2
$6,000-14,999 34.0 9.3 45 23.6 28.7
$15,000-24,999 275 11.7 7.9 19.9 331
$25,000 or greater 384 15.3 6.1 20.0 20.2

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.0d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students according to whether they
attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the year they left postsecondary education,
by persistencerisk factorswhen they first enrolled

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere
Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, No degree,
last year last year last year enrolled  Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98  spring 1998 spring 1998

Total 17.1 10.0 5.2 519 15.9
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 6.2 6.0 4.2 72.8 10.8
One 17.1 10.9 42 53.6 14.2
Two or three 27.8 13.6 7.4 29.5 21.7
Four or more 334 135 7.2 20.7 25.3

High school diploma or

equivalency status

High school diploma 16.2 9.8 5.0 54.8 14.3
GED/high school equivalent* 222 11.2 8.2 28.7 29.7
None* 36.8 13.6 45 14.6 305

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 9.9 8.4 4.8 66.4 10.5

Delayed* 28.1 12.4 5.9 29.7 24.0
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 12.3 9.2 5.0 56.6 16.9

Part-time* 29.7 11.6 5.7 39.7 13.3

Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 11.4 8.8 47 63.4 11.7

Independent* 32.2 12.2 7.0 20.8 27.8
Number of children when first enrolled

None 14.2 9.5 47 58.0 13.6

One or more* 30.7 12.1 8.3 20.6 28.3

Single parent status when first enrolled

Not a single parent 157 101 4.7 55.2 144

Single parent* 27.1 8.2 114 22.6 30.7
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 135 9.3 3.9 54.7 18.6

Worked part time 12.0 8.4 5.0 58.8 15.8

Worked full time* 30.5 14.7 7.6 30.7 16.5
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.1a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
theyear they left postsecondary education, by first institution type and first degree program

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,

last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 spring 1998 spring 1998
Students who began in less-than-4-year institutions
Total 24.1 11.8 6.0 34.1 24.0
Type of first institution
2-year
Public 23.9 13.0 6.8 41.2 15.2
Private, not-for-profit 15.3 12.7 6.8 21.2 4.1
Private, for-profit 235 8.8 4.1 14.6 49.1
Less-than-2-year
Public 29.0 111 2.8 7.0 50.1
Private, for-profit 254 5.6 29 5.7 60.3
Level of first ingtitution
2-year 237 12.7 6.6 38.9 18.1
Less-than-2-year 26.3 6.8 29 6.1 57.9
Control of first institution
Public 241 129 6.6 40.0 16.4
Private, not-for-profit 185 13.0 6.0 20.1 42.3
Private, for-profit 24.7 6.7 33 8.8 56.4
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 279 85 55 12.0 46.1
Associate’s degree 224 133 6.3 440 141
Degree goal at first ingtitution
None 425 11.9 5.1 26.6 14.0
Certificate 27.3 6.9 4.8 8.2 52.8
Associate's degree 19.3 15.3 7.9 37.1 20.5
Bachelor’ s degree or transfer to 4-year 16.5 9.9 54 60.2 8.1
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None 317 155 7.9 44.8 T
Certificate T T T T 100.0
Associate' s degree t t t t 100.0
Transfer or degree expectation
No degree, no transfer 48.0 10.8 5.0 235 12.7
Degree, no transfer 24.0 12.7 6.0 21.3 36.1
Degree, transfer 16.5 12.0 6.9 46.6 18.0
No degree, transfer 18.1 9.4 7.1 56.7 8.8
Program/field at first institution
Vocational certificate 279 85 55 120 46.1
Associate's applied fields 22.0 141 6.2 38.2 195
Associate’ s liberal arts/'uncertain 229 125 6.3 49.7 8.7
Purpose for enrolling
Job skills 322 10.3 4.9 15.4 37.2
Degree or certificate 17.6 217 55 316 237
Transfer to 4-year 12.4 8.9 7.9 56.1 14.7
Other 337 13.1 6.6 26.1 20.6
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.1b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
theyear they left postsecondary education, by attendance patterns

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in less-than-4-year ingtitutions
Tota 24.1 118 6.0 34.1 24.0

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 62.0 10.4 1.6 3.8 22.3
12—24 months 0.7 26.3 13.8 29.7 29.6
25 months or more T T 4.2 75.1 20.7

Intensity pattern through 1998

Always full-time 23.0 104 33 26.7 36.6
Mixed 9.0 12.3 8.9 52.6 17.2
Always part-time 49.9 13.8 6.5 185 115

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 82.3 T t T 17.7

199697 T 57.6 T T 424

1997-98 T T 12.0 67.9 20.1
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 30.5 134 6.1 26.9 231

Transferred 17 6.3 5.7 59.4 26.9
First transfer direction

Did not transfer 305 134 6.1 26.9 231

Downward transfer 13 12.7 12.6 29.2 44.2

Upward or lateral transfer 1.7 5.9 52 61.5 25.7
Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 29.7 12.0 35 28.9 26.0

Not continuously enrolled 0.1 11.0 17.0 56.4 154

tNot applicable.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.1c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
theyear they left postsecondary education, by demographic characteristics

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 spring 1998 spring 1998
Students who began in less-than-4-year ingtitutions
Total 241 11.8 6.0 34.1 24.0

Gender

Male 244 10.8 5.6 38.4 20.8

Female 239 12.7 6.4 30.6 26.4
Age when first enrolled

18 years or younger 16.8 11.6 6.1 453 20.3

19 years 234 9.9 4.2 449 17.7

20-23 years 24.4 10.6 12.4 255 27.2

24-29 years 33.8 12.7 18 16.7 35.0

30 or older 36.2 13.9 5.1 16.4 28.3
Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic 24.0 12.0 5.2 34.6 24.3

Black, non-Hispanic 31.9 9.9 7.1 23.6 275

Hispanic 19.9 10.5 8.4 384 229

Asian/Pacific Ilander 19.4 238 35 379 15.3

American Indian/Alaskan Native 289 38 235 34.7 9.1
Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 18.0 11.2 55 45.0 20.3

Single, no children (independent) 34.3 16.7 55 16.7 26.9

Single with children 27.8 7.4 118 204 32.7

Married 35.1 15.5 39 15.7 29.9
Parental education

High school diplomaor less 24.8 12.6 6.4 28.8 274

Some postsecondary 25.0 10.2 6.5 38.2 20.1

Bachelor's degree 17.9 104 7.0 43.4 21.3

Advanced degree 19.6 175 25 49.1 11.4
Student/employee role 1995-96

Did not work while enrolled 231 129 45 26.3 333

Student working to meet expenses 16.2 133 59 43.6 21.0

Employee who is enrolled 36.7 10.3 8.7 221 222
Dependent family incomein 1994

Less than $25,000 20.3 111 51 40.6 230

$25,000-44,999 13.6 11.7 7.4 475 19.7

$45,000-69,999 25.8 104 6.2 39.2 18.4

$70,000 or greater 9.4 11.7 2.4 57.9 18.6
Independent student income in 1994

Less than $6,000 34.1 9.2 8.7 18.6 29.4

$6,000-14,999 35.8 8.9 4.3 20.1 30.8

$15,000-24,999 28.1 12.0 7.9 16.0 36.0

$25,000 or greater 38.1 16.2 6.9 17.2 216

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students

Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.1d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
theyear they left postsecondary education, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first enrolled

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in less-than-4-year ingtitutions
Tota 24.1 118 6.0 34.1 24.0

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 11.4 7.3 5.3 47.6 285
One 20.5 11.3 3.9 47.0 17.4
Two or three 28.8 13.9 8.0 25.6 23.7
Four or more 33.9 13.0 7.2 18.6 27.3

High school diploma or equivalency status

High school diploma 235 11.9 5.8 36.3 224
GED/high school equivalent* 235 104 8.3 25.8 32.0
None* 374 13.8 4.7 125 31.6

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 16.2 10.9 58 475 19.6

Delayed* 31.0 12.5 6.3 22.6 27.6
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 19.4 11.8 6.1 324 30.5

Part-time* 314 11.6 5.9 36.8 14.4

Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 18.0 11.2 55 45.0 20.3

Independent* 33.3 12.1 7.3 16.9 30.5
Number of children when first enrolled

None 215 12.0 55 38.9 222

One or more* 311 11.6 8.4 18.3 30.7

Single parent status when first enrolled

Not a single parent 231 127 52 36.2 22.8

Single parent* 27.8 7.4 11.8 20.4 32.7
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 231 12.9 45 26.3 333

Worked part time 171 9.4 5.7 42.8 25.0

Worked full time* 33.2 14.9 8.1 25.0 189
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.2a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the
year they left postsecondary education, by first institution type and first degree program

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere
No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 1997-98 spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in public |ess-than-4-year ingtitutions

Total 24.1 129 6.6 40.0 16.4

Level of first institution

2-year 239 13.0 6.8 41.2 15.2

Less-than-2-year 29.0 111 2.8 7.0 50.1
Degree program at first institution

Certificate 30.0 10.8 79 17.3 34.1

Associate’ s degree 22.6 135 6.3 45.8 11.9
Degree goal at first institution

None 44.9 10.6 5.7 30.8 8.0

Certificate 30.0 9.0 6.7 111 432

Associate’ s degree 19.6 16.1 8.0 395 16.9

Bachelor’'s degree or

transfer to 4-year 16.6 9.7 55 60.9 7.3
First sub-baccal aureate degree attained

None 28.8 155 79 47.8 T

Certificate T t t t 100.0

Associate' s degree T t t T 100.0
Transfer or degree expectation

No degree, no transfer 52.1 9.8 58 27.3 52

Degree, no transfer 24.2 15.7 6.9 275 25.7

Degree, transfer 16.5 12.2 7.0 47.4 16.9

No degree, transfer 18.2 9.0 7.3 57.5 8.0
Program/field at first institution

Vocationa certificate 30.0 10.8 79 17.3 34.1

Associate’ s applied fields 22.2 14.7 6.3 41.1 15.8

Associate’ s liberal arts/'uncertain 229 12.4 6.3 49.8 8.6
Purpose for enrolling

Job skills 38.1 11.8 6.4 20.8 229

Degree or certificate 16.2 24.6 55 36.1 17.7

Transfer to 4-year 12.4 89 8.0 56.6 141

Other 34.6 13.7 7.3 28.8 15.6
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

118



Table 4.2b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the
year they left postsecondary education, by attendance patter ns

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in public |ess-than-4-year ingtitutions
Total 24.1 129 6.6 40.0 16.4

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 69.0 11.7 2.1 4.1 13.1
12—-24 months 0.7 31.1 15.4 34.9 17.9
25 months or more 0.0 0.0 41 775 18.4

Intensity pattern through 1998

Always full-time 20.6 125 33 36.7 26.9
Mixed 9.5 12.6 9.3 55.7 12.9
Always part-time 514 139 6.7 19.7 8.3

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 88.0 T t T 12.0

199697 T 74.8 T t 252

1997-98 t T 12.0 722 15.8
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 313 15.0 6.8 32.7 14.2

Transferred 19 6.4 6.0 62.5 23.2

First transfer direction

Did not transfer 313 15.0 6.8 32.7 14.2
Downward transfer — — — — —
Upward or lateral transfer 1.9 59 54 64.9 22.0

Enrollment continuity through 1998
Continuously enrolled 30.0 13.2 3.8 35.0 18.0
Not continuously enrolled 0.0 11.7 17.9 60.4 10.0

—Too few casesfor ardiable estimate.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.2c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the
year they left postsecondary education, by demographic characteristics

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,

last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 spring 1998 spring 1998
Students who began in public less-than-4-year institutions
Total 241 12.9 6.6 40.0 16.4
Gender
Male 239 11.3 6.2 43.2 155
Female 24.3 145 7.0 37.0 17.3
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 15.8 12.2 6.4 48.6 17.0
19 years 24.5 10.1 4.6 51.6 9.2
20-23 years 25.6 12.8 15.5 33.7 12.4
24-29 years 36.5 13.9 12 20.8 276
30 or older 39.0 16.4 6.6 21.4 16.7
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 24.0 12.8 5.7 39.2 18.2
Black, non-Hispanic 33.2 10.9 8.1 28.8 19.0
Hispanic 19.6 12.0 10.5 48.7 9.3
Asian/Pacific Islander 16.7 28.0 39 47.1 4.4

American Indian/Alaskan Native — — — — _
Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 17.9 11.7 6.0 49.2 15.2
Single, no children (independent) 41.2 20.2 6.5 20.2 119
Single with children 27.3 7.8 14.2 29.3 21.3
Married 34.8 18.2 4.7 18.9 235
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 253 142 74 351 18.0
Some postsecondary 26.0 111 6.0 43.4 134
Bachelor’s degree 16.7 109 7.8 46.9 17.7
Advanced degree 20.1 18.1 2.2 51.5 8.1
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 23.2 14.2 5.2 36.5 209
Student working to meet expenses 16.0 145 6.4 48.1 15.0
Employee who is enrolled 37.3 10.9 9.4 24.2 18.1
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 20.0 12.0 5.4 46.4 16.2
$25,000-44,999 134 124 8.3 525 134
$45,000-69,999 26.4 104 6.4 41.0 15.9
$70,000 or greater 9.2 12.1 2.6 60.8 15.3
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 37.2 11.4 9.3 27.6 145
$6,000-14,999 40.9 9.2 4.8 25.8 19.3
$15,000-24,999 28.8 12.2 9.2 18.2 31.6
$25,000 or greater 39.7 20.0 85 21.6 10.3

—Too few casesfor areliable estimate.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.2d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public less-than-4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the
year they left postsecondary education, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first enrolled

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, No degree,
last year |ast year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in public |ess-than-4-year ingtitutions
Total 24.1 12.9 6.6 40.0 16.4

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 10.6 7.2 55 521 24.7
One 20.0 12.4 4.2 53.9 9.5
Two or three 29.6 15.9 9.7 30.5 14.3
Four or more 35.8 14.6 7.6 23.1 19.0

High school diplomaor equivalency status

High school diploma 238 12.8 6.4 41.4 15.6
GED/high school equivalent* 22.7 11.9 8.9 338 22.7
None* 34.6 18.3 6.6 19.7 20.8

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 15.8 11.3 6.0 51.3 15.6

Delayed* 331 14.5 7.3 28.2 17.0
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 17.3 13.8 7.0 41.0 20.9

Part-time* 321 117 6.0 38.9 11.3
Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 17.9 11.7 6.0 49.2 15.2

Independent* 354 14.2 8.5 216 20.3
Number of children when first enrolled

None 21.6 12.9 6.0 43.9 15.6

One or more* 314 135 9.7 24.3 21.1
Single parent status when first enrolled

Not asingle parent 23.1 13.7 5.8 41.3 16.2

Single parent* 27.3 7.8 14.2 29.3 213
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 23.2 14.2 52 36.5 209

Worked part time 16.6 10.2 6.1 48.0 191

Worked full time* 34.0 15.9 8.9 27.1 14.2
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.3a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, for-profit less-
than-4-year institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did
not attain, the year they left postsecondary education, by first institution type and first degree

program
Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere
No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 spring 1998  spring 1998
Students who began in private, for-profit less-than-4-year ingtitutions
Tota 24.7 6.7 3.3 8.8 56.4
Level of first institution
2-year 235 8.8 4.1 14.6 49.1
Less-than-2-year 254 5.6 29 5.7 60.3
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 255 5.8 2.6 59 60.3
Associate’ s degree 21.9 105 6.0 20.1 41.6
Degree goal at first institution
None 33.6 16.3 3.0 10.1 37.0
Certificate 24.6 4.4 2.7 4.8 63.5
Associate’ s degree 18.3 6.8 7.1 16.7 51.2

Bachelor’s degree or
transfer to 4-year — — — — —

First sub-baccalaureate degree attained

None 56.8 154 7.7 20.2 T
Certificate T t T T 100.0
Associate’ s degree T t T t 100.0
Transfer or degree expectation
No degree, no transfer 33.6 13.0 25 9.6 41.4
Degree, no transfer 239 58 3.8 7.0 59.6
Degree, transfer — — — — —
No degree, transfer — — — — —
Program/field at first institution
Vocational certificate 255 5.8 2.6 5.9 60.3
Associate’s applied fields 21.9 105 6.0 20.1 41.6
Associate’ s liberal arts/uncertain — — — — —
Purpose for enralling
Job skills 22.8 75 2.4 6.5 60.8
Degree or certificate 26.0 6.1 5.6 5.6 56.7
Transfer to 4-year — — — — —
Other 32.0 9.0 15 10.0 47.4
—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.3b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, for-profit less-
than-4-year institutions according to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not
attain, the year they left postsecondary education, by attendance patterns

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions
Total 24.7 6.7 33 8.8 56.4

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 43.0 6.1 0.3 2.6 48.1
12—24 months 0.5 9.3 8.3 11.1 70.8
25 months or more T T 4.2 41.0 54.8

Intensity pattern through 1998

Always full-time 28.1 6.1 3.2 79 54.8
Mixed 34 8.0 4.2 16.7 67.7
Always part-time 30.3 101 33 35 52.7

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 63.8 T t T 36.2

199697 T 19.6 T T 80.4

1997-98 T T 12.4 32.7 55.0
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 27.8 6.9 33 5.9 56.2

Transferred 0.0 54 35 326 58.5
First transfer direction

Did not transfer 27.8 6.9 33 5.9 56.2

Downward transfer — — — — —

Upward or lateral transfer 0.0 59 3.8 33.2 571
Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 29.1 6.7 18 43 58.2

Not continuously enrolled 0.0 7.0 12.0 344 46.6

—Too few casesfor ardiable estimate.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.3c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, for-profit less-
than-4-year institutions according to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not
attain, the year they left postsecondary education, by demogr aphic characteristics

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,

last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 spring 1998  spring 1998
Students who began in private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions
Total 24.7 6.7 33 8.8 56.4
Gender
Male 29.2 7.1 1.0 7.3 55.5
Female 231 6.6 45 9.6 56.2
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 26.9 6.1 31 17.2 46.7
19 years 17.9 8.2 2.2 12.4 59.3
20-23 years 224 5.9 6.0 8.4 57.3
24-29 years 255 85 3.7 45 57.7
30 or older 28.4 6.2 13 21 62.0
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 24.2 6.8 1.9 8.2 59.0
Black, non-Hispanic 28.9 7.3 4.6 10.1 49.2
Hispanic 20.8 6.0 2.7 10.2 60.4
Asian/Pacific |slander 334 9.9 11 31 52.6

American Indian/Alaskan Native — — — _ _
Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 19.3 6.7 16 133 59.1
Single, no children (independent) 14.3 7.4 2.7 6.1 69.6
Single with children 28.7 6.4 74 42 533
Married 36.8 6.9 1.9 5.7 48.7
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 23.0 6.2 29 7.0 61.0
Some postsecondary 20.8 45 8.9 7.2 58.6
Bachelor's degree 28.4 7.6 0.6 16.4 47.1
Advanced degree 159 10.0 6.2 13.7 54.2
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 237 9.6 27 5.9 58.1
Student working to meet expenses 18.0 41 22 135 62.2
Employee who is enrolled 33.2 7.0 43 7.8 47.7
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 221 6.1 2.7 14.6 54.6
$25,000-44,999 16.4 55 0.0 10.0 68.2
$45,000-69,999 18.1 115 2.0 10.8 57.7
$70,000 or greater 14.6 7.8 0.0 20.3 57.4
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 28.3 5.8 8.1 4.1 53.7
$6,000-14,999 25.6 7.8 3.0 7.7 56.0
$15,000-24,999 26.1 10.8 2.2 4.2 56.8
$25,000 or greater 33.9 4.4 2.8 4.2 54.7

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.3d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, for-profit less-
than-4-year institutions according to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not
attain, the year they left postsecondary education, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first

enrolled
Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere
Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998
Students who began in private, for-profit less-than-4-year institutions
Total 24.7 6.7 33 8.8 56.4

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 18.8 6.9 25 16.4 55.4
One 23.2 49 2.2 9.2 60.5
Two or three 259 6.8 18 7.9 57.6
Four or more 28.4 7.8 6.4 4.1 534

High school diploma or equivalency status

High school diploma 22.7 6.8 27 105 57.3
GED/high school equivalent* 25.2 6.8 7.3 6.4 54.4
None* 417 6.9 1.6 13 48.6

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 20.6 7.2 34 18.0 50.9

Delayed* 25.1 6.3 35 5.8 59.3
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 25.4 6.0 3.3 9.2 56.1

Part-time* 20.8 10.9 33 6.4 58.6

Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 19.3 6.7 1.6 13.3 50.1

Independent* 28.5 6.9 4.6 5.2 54.8
Number of children when first enrolled

None 21.2 6.8 19 10.7 59.5

One or more* 30.6 6.8 58 4.0 52.8

Single parent status when first enrolled

Not a single parent 235 6.9 19 9.5 58.2

Single parent* 28.7 6.4 7.4 4.2 53.3
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 23.7 9.6 2.7 5.9 58.1

Worked part time 21.6 4.0 3.0 12.0 59.5

Worked full time* 27.0 8.1 2.8 10.2 52.0
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.4a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin 4-year institutions
according to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the year they
left postsecondary education, by first institution type, first degree program, and academic

preparation
Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere
No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 spring 1998 spring 1998
Students who began in 4-year institutions
Total 7.1 7.3 4.0 77.3 4.3
Type of first institution
4-year
Public 7.3 75 4.1 77.3 39
Private, not-for-profit 6.4 6.8 4.0 78.5 4.3
Private, for-profit 17.4 14.0 2.2 41.3 25.2
Highest offering of first institution
Doctorate-granting 5.7 6.4 33 81.2 34
Non-doctorate-granting 8.6 8.3 49 729 53
Control of first institution
Public 7.3 75 4.1 77.3 39
Private, not-for-profit 6.4 6.8 4.0 78.5 4.3
Private, for-profit 174 14.0 22 41.3 25.2
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 14.4 9.5 5.8 53.1 17.1
Associate's degree 24.4 18.2 45 318 211
Bachelor’s degree 5.9 6.6 4.0 80.5 3.0
Degree godl at first ingtitution
None 238 134 7.3 50.1 55
Certificate 19.6 11.2 5.4 39.0 24.8
Associate's degree 20.7 14.7 39 38.1 22.6
Bachelor’s degree 48 6.6 3.8 811 38
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None 7.4 7.6 4.2 80.8 0.0
Certificate T T T T 100.0
Associate’ s degree t t t t 100.0
Met high math/science curriculum
Did not meet threshold 5.6 8.2 4.7 78.0 35
Met curriculum threshold 33 3.3 33 87.5 2.6
Number of Advanced Placement tests taken
None 7.7 9.0 45 74.1 4.7
One 3.0 4.9 3.6 84.1 44
More than one 18 31 2.8 89.2 32
Grade point average in high school
B or less 9.4 12.8 7.4 66.2 4.2
B+ to A- 4.7 6.5 5.1 80.4 33
Mostly As 2.0 2.7 16 91.1 2.6
Derived SAT combined score
Low quartile (400-700) 114 11.2 5.0 66.2 6.1
Middle quartiles (710-1020) 4.8 8.1 51 78.8 32
High quartile (1030-1600) 4.1 3.0 24 88.2 24

tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students

Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).



Table 4.4b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin 4-year institutions
according to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the year they left
postsecondary education, by attendance patter ns

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, No degree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in 4-year institutions
Total 7.1 7.3 4.0 77.3 4.3

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 72.7 15.3 3.3 5.4 3.3
12—24 months 0.2 36.3 12.4 39.9 11.2
25 months or more T T 2.3 94.7 29

Intensity pattern through 1998

Always full-time 6.3 6.6 3.2 79.8 4.0
Mixed 31 8.8 6.4 77.0 4.8
Always part-time 475 13.6 7.4 24.9 6.7

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 97.4 T t T 26

199697 T 84.3 T T 15.7

1997-98 T T 4.8 92.0 33
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 8.8 6.9 32 77.0 4.0

Transferred 0.6 8.8 7.1 78.3 5.2
First transfer direction

Did not transfer 8.8 6.9 32 77.0 4.0

Downward transfer 0.3 14.1 9.6 67.0 9.0

Upward or lateral transfer 0.8 4.7 51 87.1 23
Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 8.1 6.6 3.2 77.8 4.3

Not continuously enrolled 0.0 12.3 9.9 74.0 3.8

tNot applicable.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.4c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin 4-year institutions
according to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the year they left
postsecondary education, by demographic characteristics

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,

last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 spring 1998 spring 1998
Students who began in 4-year institutions
Total 7.1 7.3 4.0 77.3 4.3

Gender

Male 8.6 7.8 35 75.6 45

Female 5.8 6.9 45 78.6 4.2
Age when first enrolled

18 years or younger 4.7 6.4 3.9 82.1 3.0

19 years 8.4 85 4.2 731 5.9

20-23 years 17.1 15.9 6.0 46.6 14.4

24-29 years 19.7 11.7 5.7 50.4 12.4

30 or older 38.2 9.5 32 40.3 89
Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic 7.3 7.4 3.8 77.6 39

Black, non-Hispanic 6.6 12.1 6.0 71.0 44

Hispanic 9.4 5.6 29 75.3 6.8

Asian/Pacific Islander 2.3 2.0 7.1 86.5 2.2

American Indian/Alaskan Native 3.9 5.8 4.2 80.8 53
Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 5.4 6.7 4.0 80.2 3.8

Single, no children (independent) 10.9 10.6 2.8 67.1 8.6

Single with children 20.9 16.4 7.9 44.6 10.2

Married 38.8 11.0 4.7 38.0 75
Parental education

High school diplomaor less 104 119 4.9 67.3 55

Some postsecondary 9.0 9.9 4.6 70.6 5.9

Bachelor's degree 4.6 5.4 4.2 82.2 3.6

Advanced degree 33 3.0 2.8 88.5 24
Student/employee role 1995-96

Did not work while enrolled 4.2 5.8 34 82.0 45

Student working to meet expenses 55 8.2 39 7.7 4.8

Employee who is enrolled 25.2 9.7 85 49.6 7.0
Dependent family income in 1994

Less than $25,000 8.1 8.4 4.6 733 5.6

$25,000-44,999 7.3 7.7 5.3 75.7 4.2

$45,000-69,999 3.8 75 25 82.9 34

$70,000 or greater 35 42 3.8 85.8 2.8
Independent student income in 1994

Less than $6,000 20.2 18.4 6.6 48.0 6.8

$6,000-14,999 18.1 12.6 6.0 524 11.0

$15,000-24,999 22.0 85 7.5 55.4 6.6

$25,000 or greater 39.9 9.8 11 38.0 11.3

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.4d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin 4-year institutions
according to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain, the year they left
postsecondary education, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first enrolled

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in 4-year institutions
Total 7.1 73 4.0 77.3 4.3

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 39 5.4 3.8 83.9 3.0
One 9.9 10.2 4.6 68.0 7.3
Two or three 216 11.5 4.0 535 9.4
Four or more 29.3 174 6.9 385 8.0
High school diploma or equivalency status

High school diploma 7.0 7.1 4.0 77.8 41
GED/high school equivaent* 12.3 17.8 7.0 51.0 12.0
None* — — — — —

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 4.6 6.3 4.0 82.3 2.8

Delayed* 175 11.9 4.2 55.8 10.6
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 5.7 6.8 4.0 79.6 4.0

Part-time* 19.9 114 4.6 56.9 7.3
Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 5.4 6.7 4.0 80.2 3.8

Independent* 25.1 12.8 5.0 48.1 9.1
Number of children when first enrolled

None 6.1 6.7 3.9 79.2 4.1

One or more* 27.8 16.5 74 412 7.1
Single parent status when first enrolled

Not asingle parent 6.6 6.9 39 78.4 4.1

Single parent* 20.9 16.4 7.9 44.6 10.2
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 4.2 5.8 34 82.0 45

Worked part time 58 7.1 4.2 78.4 4.5

Worked full time* 19.1 13.9 55 55.6 6.1

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.5a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public 4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
the year they left postsecondary education, by first institution type, first degree program, and
academic preparation

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, No degree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in public 4-year ingtitutions

Total 7.3 75 4.1 77.3 3.9

Highest offering of first institution

Doctorate-granting 6.0 7.1 3.6 80.3 31

Non-doctorate-granting 9.6 8.3 51 717 53
Degree program at first institution

Certificate 153 13.6 6.5 49.6 151

Associate’ s degree 237 17.9 51 315 21.9

Bachelor’s degree 6.1 6.8 4.0 80.5 2.6
Degree goal at first institution

None 22.7 125 45 56.3 4.0

Certificate 215 15.9 43 35.6 22.8

Associate’ s degree 22.6 135 2.6 36.2 25.0

Bachelor’s degree 54 6.7 39 80.8 33
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained

None 75 7.8 4.3 80.4 T

Certificate T T t T 100.0

Associate' s degree T T t T 100.0
Met high math/science curriculum

Did not meet threshold 6.3 8.0 5.0 77.3 34

Met curriculum threshold 31 4.0 2.6 87.8 25
Number of Advanced Placement tests taken

None 7.9 8.6 4.4 75.2 3.8

One 29 5.7 4.1 84.6 2.7

More than one 3.2 39 2.6 86.2 4.2
Grade point average in high school

B or less 10.8 113 75 66.7 3.7

B+to A- 4.0 8.1 5.1 80.2 2.7

Mostly As 2.6 23 14 90.9 2.7
Derived SAT combined score

Low quartile (400-700) 115 117 55 65.7 5.6

Middle quartiles (710-1020) 53 7.8 4.7 79.5 26

High quartile (1030—1600) 55 3.1 2.8 85.8 2.8
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.5b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public 4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
the year they left postsecondary education, by attendance patterns

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, No degree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in public 4-year ingtitutions
Total 7.3 75 4.1 77.3 3.9

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 70.8 16.8 3.2 7.0 2.2
12—24 months 0.3 35.2 12.9 40.6 11.1
25 months or more T T 2.3 95.2 25

Intensity pattern through 1998

Always full-time 6.7 6.8 34 79.7 34
Mixed 29 85 6.1 76.9 55
Always part-time 45.2 15.9 5.8 29.8 33

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 98.2 T t T 1.8

199697 T 84.3 T T 15.7

1997-98 T T 4.9 92.3 2.8
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 9.1 75 33 76.7 34

Transferred 0.2 7.6 7.2 79.4 5.6
First transfer direction

Did not transfer 9.1 75 33 76.7 34

Downward transfer 04 12.2 9.7 68.5 9.3

Upward or lateral transfer 0.1 3.7 50 88.9 25
Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 8.4 6.5 3.2 78.1 38

Not continuously enrolled 0.0 135 9.9 72.0 4.5

tNot applicable.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.5¢c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public 4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
the year they left postsecondary education, by demographic characteristics

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 199697 199798 spring 1998 spring 1998
Students who began in public 4-year institutions
Total 7.3 7.5 41 77.3 39

Gender

Male 8.1 7.9 39 76.0 4.2

Female 6.6 7.2 4.3 78.2 3.7
Age when first enrolled

18 years or younger 5.0 6.6 41 815 28

19 years 9.6 7.3 3.0 73.7 6.5

20-23 years 16.4 185 5.1 46.4 13.7

24-29 years 20.1 12.8 8.2 58.3 0.7

30 or older 35.6 7.9 3.2 46.0 7.3
Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic 8.0 79 3.8 77.0 3.4

Black, non-Hispanic 7.0 12.0 6.5 714 31

Hispanic 6.9 4.4 25 79.1 7.1

Asian/Pacific Ilander 13 20 7.7 87.5 14

American Indian/Alaskan Native — — — — —
Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 5.8 6.9 4.0 79.6 3.7

Single, no children (independent) 111 9.7 24 75.3 15

Single with children 16.3 148 85 53.3 7.1

Married 39.0 7.7 59 40.6 6.8
Parental education

High school diplomaor less 9.9 115 4.3 69.0 5.2

Some postsecondary 9.3 10.5 54 68.9 5.9

Bachelor's degree 5.6 51 45 81.8 31

Advanced degree 23 33 25 90.5 14
Student/employee role 1995-96

Did not work while enrolled 3.6 6.1 32 83.2 39

Student working to meet expenses 6.6 8.6 39 76.3 4.6

Employee who is enrolled 27.3 74 94 50.5 55
Dependent family income in 1994

Less than $25,000 8.5 75 4.4 734 6.1

$25,000-44,999 8.9 7.9 4.1 75.2 4.0

$45,000-69,999 4.3 8.0 2.7 82.0 3.0

$70,000 or greater 3.0 4.8 4.7 85.2 2.3
Independent student income in 1994

Less than $6,000 20.1 19.0 6.9 46.8 7.2

$6,000-14,999 18.1 8.3 7.4 63.5 2.8

$15,000-24,999 15.7 8.3 11.2 59.6 5.1

$25,000 or greater 423 8.7 0.5 42.6 5.9

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students

Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.5d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin public 4-year
institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
the year they left postsecondary education, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first enrolled

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in public 4-year institutions
Total 7.3 75 4.1 77.3 3.9

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 4.2 5.2 4.2 83.7 2.7
One 10.5 11.2 3.2 67.8 7.3
Two or three 20.3 12.0 2.9 57.7 7.1
Four or more 30.5 14.6 7.5 41.9 54

High school diploma or equivalency status

High school diploma 7.3 7.3 41 7.7 3.7
GED/high school equivalent* 7.7 235 6.7 48.2 13.9
None* — — — — —

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 49 6.3 4.2 818 2.8

Delayed* 16.9 12.5 37 58.4 8.5
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 6.0 7.0 4.2 79.3 35

Part-time* 17.8 10.4 31 61.1 75

Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 5.8 6.9 4.0 79.6 3.7

Independent* 25.2 11.1 5.7 52.7 5.3
Number of children when first enrolled

None 6.5 7.0 3.9 79.0 3.7

One or more* 26.0 12.7 8.0 48.3 51

Single parent status when first enrolled

Not a single parent 7.0 7.0 4.0 78.2 3.7

Single parent* 16.3 14.8 8.5 53.3 7.1
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 3.6 6.1 3.2 83.2 3.9

Worked part time 7.2 7.1 4.3 76.8 4.5

Worked full time* 19.9 13.3 5.3 57.6 3.9

—Too few casesfor ardiable estimate.
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.6a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, not-for-pr ofit
4-year institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
the year they left postsecondary education, by first institution type and first degree program

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in private, not-for-profit 4-year ingtitutions

Tota 6.4 6.8 4.0 78.5 4.3

Highest offering of first institution

Doctorate-granting 5.0 44 2.2 84.0 44

Non-doctorate-granting 7.2 8.1 4.9 75.5 4.3
Degree program at first institution

Certificate 131 25 4.7 59.7 20.0

Associate’ s degree 26.9 19.8 3.7 30.3 194

Bachelor’s degree 5.2 6.2 4.0 81.4 3.2
Degree goal at first institution

None 25.6 14.0 12.2 41.0 7.2

Certificate — — — — —

Associate’ s degree 14.9 191 6.8 40.6 18.6

Bachelor’s degree 34 6.2 35 82.7 41
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained

None 6.7 7.1 4.2 82.1 T

Certificate T T T T 100.0

Associate' s degree T T t T 100.0
Met high math/science curriculum

Did not meet threshold 4.1 8.7 41 79.7 35

Met curriculum threshold 3.6 25 4.3 86.9 2.7
Number of Advanced Placement tests taken

None 7.0 9.3 4.6 73.3 5.7

One 2.3 3.7 2.8 85.7 5.4

More than one 0.2 20 3.1 929 19
Grade point average in high school

B or less 6.2 16.3 6.9 65.3 5.3

B+ to A- 59 3.8 5.4 80.9 4.1

Mostly As 1.0 3.3 19 914 25
Derived SAT combined score

Low quartile (400-700) 11.8 10.2 35 67.0 7.6

Middle quartiles (710-1020) 35 8.8 6.0 77.8 4.0

High quartile (1030—-1600) 2.2 29 1.8 91.3 19
—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.6b—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, not-for-profit
4-year institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
theyear they left postsecondary education, by attendance patterns

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, No degree,
last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in private, not-for-profit 4-year institutions
Total 6.4 6.8 4.0 785 4.3

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 77.0 12.3 3.8 2.1 4.8
12—24 months T 38.7 11.7 39.7 10.0
25 months or more T T 25 94.3 3.2

Intensity pattern through 1998

Always full-time 55 6.1 29 81.2 4.3
Mixed 3.2 9.6 7.2 77.0 31
Always part-time 53.0 6.6 104 16.8 133

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 95.7 T t T 4.3

199697 T 86.6 T T 134

1997-98 T T 4.6 91.9 35
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 8.0 5.6 31 78.9 45

Transferred 12 10.7 7.1 77.1 39
First transfer direction

Did not transfer 8.0 5.6 31 78.9 45

Downward transfer 0.2 18.2 9.8 65.0 6.8

Upward or lateral transfer 18 6.2 54 84.4 22
Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 7.1 6.5 33 784 4.6

Not continuously enrolled 0.0 9.1 10.0 79.0 19

tNot applicable.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.6c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, not-for-profit
4-year institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
theyear they left postsecondary education, by demographic characteristics

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

No degree, No degree, No degree, No degree,

last year last year last year enrolled Attained by
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 spring 1998 spring 1998
Students who began in private, not-for-profit 4-year institutions
Total 6.4 6.8 4.0 78.5 4.3
Gender
Male 9.1 7.3 2.8 76.4 4.4
Female 4.3 6.4 4.9 80.1 4.3
Age when first enrolled
18 years or younger 4.1 6.0 35 835 3.0
19 years 6.1 9.9 6.3 72.8 4.9
20-23 years 17.7 11.6 85 485 13.6
24-29 years 20.4 7.2 2.8 44.3 25.3
30 or older 45.3 9.8 3.7 31.3 9.9
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic 5.8 6.4 37 79.6 45
Black, non-Hispanic 5.9 11.7 4.8 71.3 6.3
Hispanic 13.2 7.3 4.0 71.8 37
Asian/Pacific Islander 4.1 21 6.1 86.0 18

American Indian/Alaskan Native — — — — _

Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 44 6.1 4.0 81.9 37
Single, no children (independent) 115 134 37 56.3 151
Single with children 25.7 151 6.5 37.2 15.6
Married 411 15.9 2.8 34.2 6.1
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 110 119 6.2 65.6 52
Some postsecondary 7.8 9.0 29 75.3 51
Bachelor’s degree 24 5.8 38 84.1 4.0
Advanced degree 4.4 27 33 86.3 33
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 5.7 5.1 3.8 80.0 5.4
Student working to meet expenses 32 7.2 39 815 4.3
Employee who is enrolled 21.0 139 7.6 49.2 8.2
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 6.2 10.3 5.2 75.0 34
$25,000-44,999 4.7 6.6 7.3 76.9 45
$45,000-69,999 2.6 6.5 2.2 84.7 4.1
$70,000 or greater 4.3 31 2.4 86.9 3.2
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 21.8 17.6 5.8 52.5 2.3
$6,000-14,999 14.6 220 38 34.6 25.0
$15,000-24,999 — — — — —
$25,000 or greater 39.9 6.3 2.6 322 19.0

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 4.6d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentsin private, not-for-profit
4-year institutions accor ding to whether they attained as of spring 1998, or if they did not attain,
theyear they left postsecondary education, by persistencerisk factorswhen they first enrolled

Attainment or last year of enrollment anywhere

Nodegree, Nodegree, Nodegree, No degree,
last year |ast year last year enrolled Attained by
199596 199697 199798  spring 1998  spring 1998

Students who began in private, not-for-profit 4-year institutions
Total 6.4 6.8 4.0 785 4.3

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 3.2 5.7 3.0 84.7 3.3
One 8.7 7.3 8.2 69.1 6.7
Two or three 24.8 115 6.7 48.5 8.6
Four or more 26.6 20.0 57 34.6 131

High school diplomaor equivalency status

High school diploma 6.1 6.7 39 79.1 4.3
GED/high school equivalent* 171 11.3 8.7 57.3 5.7
None* — — — — —

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 39 6.1 37 83.9 2.4

Delayed* 18.3 9.9 5.6 52.7 135
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 49 6.3 3.6 81.1 41

Part-time* 24.8 13.1 8.0 47.4 6.8
Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 4.4 6.1 4.0 81.9 37

Independent* 25.8 14.7 4.0 43.7 11.8
Number of children when first enrolled

None 52 6.3 39 80.5 41

One or more* 311 21.2 6.1 30.5 111

Single parent status when first enrolled

Not asingle parent 5.7 6.6 39 79.6 4.2
Single parent* 25.7 151 6.5 37.2 15.6
Worked while enrolled 1995-96
Did not work 5.7 51 3.8 80.0 5.4
Worked part time 31 6.8 4.1 81.8 4.3
Worked full time* 17.3 14.1 6.5 54.9 7.3
—Too few casesfor ardiable estimate.
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 5.1a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students with a goal of attaining
a certificate when they first enrolled, according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
persistence status, by first institution type and degree program

Highest degree attained No degree
Still enrolled
Less-than- 4-year Not

Certificate Associate’'s Bachelor's 4-year  ingtitution enrolled

Students with a certificate goal

Total 51.7 2.0 0.0 8.2 16 36.5
Type of first institution
4-year
Public 9.4 134 0.0 4.4 311 416

Private, not-for-profit — — — — — —
Private, for-profit — — — — — —

2-year
Public 39.1 34 0.0 13.6 0.2 43.6
Private, not-for-profit 15.7 16.5 0.0 16.8 2.2 48.8
Private, for-profit 57.9 1.3 0.0 7.9 1.1 31.8
Less-than-2-year
Public 53.2 0.5 0.0 3.7 0.5 421
Private, for-profit 67.6 0.0 0.0 4.1 0.4 27.9
Level of first ingtitution
4-year 14.8 10.0 0.0 2.7 36.3 36.2
2-year 421 3.3 0.0 12.6 0.5 415
Less-than-2-year 64.0 0.1 0.0 4.1 05 31.3
Control of first institution
Public 40.9 3.2 0.0 11.2 15 43.2
Private, not-for-profit 22.0 8.4 0.0 9.2 21.3 39.1
Private, for-profit 65.7 0.3 0.0 4.9 0.5 28.7
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 55.2 15 0.0 6.4 15 35.4
Associate's degree 9.8 7.6 0.0 30.5 11 50.9

Bachelor's degree — — — — — —
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained

None t t t 17.8 35 78.7
Certificate 99.9 0.1 0.0 t t t
Associate' s degree — — — + + t

Transfer or degree expectation
No degree, no transfer — — — —_ _ _
Degree, no transfer 55.5 17 0.0 6.9 0.4 35.6
Degree, transfer — — — —_ _ _
No degree, transfer — — — — — _

Program/field at first institution
Vocational certificate 56.2 15 0.0 6.6 0.5 35.2
Associate's applied fields 105 4.6 0.0 317 0.0 53.3
Associate' s liberal arts/uncertain — — — — — —

Purpose for enrolling

Job skills 53.6 2.0 0.0 6.9 0.5 37.1
Degree or certificate 51.2 3.7 0.0 6.5 04 38.2
Transfer to 4-year — — — — — —
Other 51.8 0.2 0.0 4.6 0.0 434
—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).

138



Table 5.1b—~Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswith a goal of attaining
a certificate when they first enrolled, according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
per sistence status, by purpose for enrolling and attendance patter ns

Highest degree attained No degree
Still enrolled
Lessthan-  4-year Not

Certificate Associate's Bachelor's 4-year institution  enrolled

Students with a certificate goal

Total 51.7 2.0 0.0 8.2 16 36.5

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 475 0.8 0.0 0.9 0.2 50.5
12—24 months 67.1 3.3 0.0 7.3 0.5 21.9
25 months or more 29.3 4.7 0.0 50.6 12.5 3.0

Intensity pattern through 1998

Alwaysfull-time 58.4 33 0.0 33 13 337
Mixed 53.8 1.0 0.0 19.6 4.1 215
Always part-time 35.7 0.1 0.0 94 0.2 54.7

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 38.8 1.0 0.0 T t 60.2

199697 76.2 19 0.0 T t 220

1997-98 40.1 4.3 0.0 375 7.4 10.7
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 52.3 16 0.0 6.7 0.9 385

Transferred 44.6 6.8 0.0 24.7 9.3 14.6
First transfer direction

Did not transfer 52.3 16 0.0 6.7 0.9 385

Downward transfer — — — — t —

Upward or lateral transfer 41.2 75 0.0 24.9 101 164
Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 52.4 1.8 0.0 6.4 14 38.0

Not continuously enrolled 454 35 0.0 237 3.7 238

—Too few casesfor ardiable estimate.
TNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out
of the first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 5.1c—Percentage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswith a goal of attaining
a certificate when they first enrolled, according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
persistence status, by demographic characteristics

Highest degree attained No degree
Still enrolled
Less-than- 4-year Not

Certificate Associate’'s Bachelor's 4-year  ingtitution enrolled

Students with a certificate goal

Total 51.7 2.0 0.0 8.2 16 36.5

Gender

Male 49.7 20 0.0 7.6 18 38.9

Female 52.9 2.0 0.0 8.6 15 35.0
Agewhen first enrolled

18 years or younger 45.6 7.1 0.0 6.7 4.9 35.8

19 years 4.7 13 0.0 20.2 1.9 320

20-23 years 53.1 0.1 0.0 12.4 0.4 34.1

24-29 years 60.6 0.0 0.0 3.6 0.0 35.9

30 or older 51.5 13 0.0 5.0 11 41.0
Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic 53.6 29 0.0 7.8 24 334

Black, non-Hispanic 52.8 0.2 0.0 1.3 0.9 44.8

Hispanic 47.2 0.9 0.0 17.1 0.3 345

Asian/Pacific |slander — — — — _ _
American Indian/Alaskan Native — — — — _ _

Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 46.5 49 0.0 117 37 332
Single, no children (independent) 59.0 0.3 0.0 6.3 0.2 34.2
Single with children 56.3 0.3 0.0 42 0.0 39.3
Married 52.1 1.0 0.0 8.0 1.0 38.0
Parental education
High school diploma or less 51.3 20 0.0 8.2 11 373
Some postsecondary 50.6 0.9 0.0 7.2 23 39.0
Bachelor’s degree 40.1 7.1 0.0 14.8 49 331
Advanced degree — — — — — —
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 58.9 0.6 0.0 35 13 35.8
Student working to meet expenses 455 27 0.0 15.6 2.8 335
Employee who is enrolled 45.7 35 0.0 74 1.0 124
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 457 6.4 0.0 85 37 35.8
$25,000-44,999 50.1 21 0.0 20.4 21 253
$45,000-69,999 355 85 0.0 8.6 5.8 41.7
$70,000 or greater 59.3 0.0 0.0 25 5.6 327
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 64.3 0.3 0.0 3.0 0.0 325
$6,000-14,999 53.4 0.1 0.0 9.4 0.1 36.9
$15,000-24,999 57.2 0.9 0.0 29 11 38.0
$25,000 or greater 46.4 1.0 0.0 9.5 0.6 425

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first ingtitution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 5.1d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswith a goal of attaining
a certificate when they first enrolled, according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
per sistence status, by persistence risk factorswhen first enrolled

Highest degree attained No degree
Still enrolled
Lessthan-  4-year Not

Certificate Associate's Bachelor's 4-year institution  enrolled

Students with a certificate goal
Total 51.7 2.0 0.0 8.2 16 36.5

Number of risk factors when first enrolled

None 53.8 9.6 0.0 45 6.1 26.0

One 42.1 4.2 0.0 15.8 2.0 35.9

Two or three 56.8 0.5 0.0 7.3 1.0 344

Four or more 51.8 0.5 0.0 6.9 0.7 40.1
High school diploma or equivalency status

High school diploma 49.5 2.1 0.0 9.5 2.2 36.7

GED/high school equivalent* 64.1 0.3 0.0 6.4 0.0 29.2

None* 4.4 4.7 0.0 12 0.0 49.7
Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 45.5 4.9 0.0 14.4 4.7 305

Delayed* 54.6 0.7 0.0 7.1 0.8 36.8
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 56.5 2.8 0.0 7.3 18 31.6

Part-time* 43.6 0.6 0.0 10.1 14 443
Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 46.5 4.9 0.0 11.7 3.7 33.2

Independent* 55.2 0.6 0.0 6.2 0.5 37.6
Number of children when first enrolled

None 52.7 29 0.0 10.3 2.2 32.0

One or more* 51.5 0.7 0.0 49 0.7 42.2

Single parent status when first enrolled

Not a single parent 51.0 2.6 0.0 9.3 21 35.1

Single parent* 56.3 0.3 0.0 4.2 0.0 39.3
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 58.9 0.6 0.0 35 13 35.8

Worked part time 52.1 5.8 0.0 10.7 18 29.6

Worked full time* 44.1 0.0 0.0 111 18 43.0
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out
of the first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 5.2a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students with a goal of attaining an
associate’ s degree when they first enrolled, according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
persistence status, by first institution type and degree program

Highest degree attained No degree
Still enrolled
Less-than- 4-year Not

Certificate Associate’'s Bachelor's 4-year  ingtitution enrolled

Students with an associate' s degree goal

Total 6.2 145 0.1 316 6.6 41.1
Type of first institution
4-year
Public 7.9 17.1 0.0 55 30.7 38.8
Private, not-for-profit 2.1 16.6 0.0 1.8 38.8 40.8
Private, for-profit — — — — — —
2-year
Public 59 11.2 0.0 35.2 54 42.4
Private, not-for-profit 7.6 41.9 2.7 12.6 52 30.0
Private, for-profit 9.7 41.2 0.0 15.0 2.3 31.9
Leve of first institution
4-year 59 16.7 0.0 5.0 331 39.3
2-year 6.2 14.3 0.1 33.0 51 41.3

Less-than-2-year — — — — — —
Control of first institution

Public 59 114 0.0 341 6.3 422

Private, not-for-profit 54 31.8 1.6 8.3 18.5 34.3

Private, for-profit 9.4 39.2 0.0 14.6 4.4 324
Degree program at first institution

Certificate 8.2 12.3 0.0 19.0 8.1 52.5

Associate’s degree 6.1 14.6 0.1 323 6.1 40.7

Bachelor's degree — — — — — —
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained

None t t T 39.8 8.3 51.9
Certificate 88.5 10.6 0.9 t T t
Associate’ s degree t 100.0 0.0 t T t

Transfer or degree expectation
No degree, no transfer — — — — — —
Degree, no transfer 8.2 13.3 0.1 33.0 2.0 43.5
Degree, transfer 2.6 17.8 0.0 34.8 11.5 33.3
No degree, transfer — — — — — —

Program/field at first institution

Vocational certificate 8.5 12.1 0.0 18.0 8.0 53.4
Associate’ s applied fields 75 16.7 0.1 32.3 38 39.6
Associate' s liberal arts/'uncertain 3.9 10.9 0.0 36.1 6.8 42.3
Purpose for enrolling
Job skills 10.1 14.4 0.0 221 1.7 51.8
Degree or certificate 6.6 11.6 0.0 34.7 19 45.3
Transfer to 4-year 2.6 18.1 0.0 34.8 11.0 334
Other 7.0 10.6 0.6 28.4 5.1 48.4
—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out
of the first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 5.2b—~Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswith a goal of attaining an
associate’ s degree when they first enrolled, according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
per sistence status, by purpose for enrolling, transfer expectations, and attendance patterns

Highest degree attained No degree
Still enrolled
Lessthan-  4-year Not

Certificate Associate's Bachelor's 4-year institution  enrolled

Students with an associate’ s degree goal
Total 6.2 145 0.1 31.6 6.6 41.1

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 41 1.6 0.0 45 0.6 89.2
12—-24 months 9.5 13.1 0.2 27.1 3.2 47.0
25 months or more 4.7 24.1 0.0 533 13.4 45

Intensity pattern through 1998

Alwaysfull-time 6.4 274 0.0 28.1 8.8 29.5
Mixed 7.8 9.4 0.2 40.9 7.8 339
Always part-time 3.0 0.2 0.0 21.2 04 75.3

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 2.8 11 0.0 T t 96.1

199697 8.7 175 0.3 T t 735

1997-98 6.4 175 0.0 522 10.9 13.0
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 6.2 9.3 0.0 34.3 24 47.8

Transferred 6.3 35.9 0.3 20.2 239 134
First transfer direction

Did not transfer 6.2 9.3 0.0 34.3 24 47.8

Downward transfer 21.4 8.3 0.0 33.2 t 37.2

Upward or lateral transfer 4.4 39.3 04 18.6 26.8 10.5
Enrollment continuity through 1998

Continuously enrolled 55 17.7 0.1 27.2 5.8 43.7

Not continuously enrolled 8.8 21 0.0 48.2 9.5 314

tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out
of the first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 5.2c—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswith a goal of attaining an
associate' s degree when they first enrolled, according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
persistence status, by demographic characteristics

Highest degree attained No degree
Still enrolled
Less-than- 4-year Not
Certificate Associate's Bachelor's 4-year  ingtitution enrolled

Students with an associate' s degree goal

Total 6.2 145 0.1 31.6 6.6 411

Gender

Male 59 15.3 0.1 331 7.2 384

Female 6.5 13.8 0.0 30.3 6.1 434
Age when first enrolled

18 years or younger 5.8 20.0 0.0 344 8.6 313

19 years 2.7 14.6 0.0 42.8 9.4 30.5

20-23 years 8.6 8.0 0.4 30.9 55 46.7

24-29 years 3.0 5.3 0.0 19.3 18 70.6

30 or older 10.4 7.3 0.0 19.7 0.9 61.7
Race/ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic 6.8 15.6 0.1 324 6.7 38.4

Black, non-Hispanic 7.2 124 0.0 189 4.7 56.9

Hispanic 35 14.2 0.0 34.6 7.3 404

Asian/Pacific Ilander 0.5 3.6 0.0 425 4.0 49.5

American Indian/Alaskan Native — — — — _ _

Marital status and children when first enrolled

Single, no children (dependent) 55 17.3 0.1 37.7 8.4 311
Single, no children (independent) 45 7.7 0.0 12.7 3.6 715
Single with children 11.2 151 0.0 22.0 45 47.3
Married 45 4.4 0.0 25.6 15 64.0
Parental education
High school diplomaor less 6.6 12.6 0.0 333 4.2 43.4
Some postsecondary 53 13.0 0.0 309 7.9 429
Bachelor's degree 6.0 25.2 04 28.2 51 35.2
Advanced degree 0.9 10.8 0.0 229 33.3 321
Student/employee role 1995-96
Did not work while enrolled 5.7 17.3 0.0 304 6.3 40.3
Student working to meet expenses 6.9 16.8 0.1 31.3 9.5 35.3
Employee who is enrolled 54 8.9 0.0 26.7 0.9 58.1
Dependent family income in 1994
Less than $25,000 3.8 15.9 0.0 46.8 5.8 277
$25,000-44,999 59 16.8 0.0 31.8 9.8 35.7
$45,000-69,999 85 19.3 0.0 335 6.3 324
$70,000 or greater 3.6 174 0.6 35.7 14.8 27.9
Independent student income in 1994
Less than $6,000 55 13.1 0.0 229 6.4 52.1
$6,000-14,999 9.7 12.2 0.0 19.1 3.7 55.4
$15,000-24,999 125 6.3 0.0 234 19 55.9
$25,000 or greater 34 45 0.0 16.7 0.4 75.0

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 5.2d—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswith a goal of attaining an
associate’ s degree when they first enrolled, according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
per sistence status, by persistencerisk factorswhen first enrolled

Highest degree attained No degree
Still enrolled
Lessthan-  4-year Not

Certificate Associate's Bachelor's 4-year institution  enrolled

Students with an associate’ s degree goal

Total 6.2 145 0.1 316 6.6 411
Number of risk factors when first enrolled
None 4.8 29.8 0.0 325 13.7 19.3
One 49 11.0 0.3 43.8 5.8 34.3
Two or three 6.6 52 0.0 33.8 2.7 51.7
Four or more 7.8 8.0 0.0 20.1 2.6 61.5
High school diplomaor equivalency status
High school diploma 6.5 151 0.1 32.9 6.9 385
GED/high school equivalent* 31 10.6 0.0 22.8 3.2 60.3
None* — — — — — —

Delayed postsecondary enrollment

Did not delay 59 19.8 0.0 35.7 9.4 29.2

Delayed* 6.7 8.2 0.1 275 31 54.4
Attendance status when first enrolled

Full-time 7.1 20.8 0.0 31.9 7.5 32.7

Part-time* 4.8 4.4 0.2 30.9 51 54.7
Dependency status when first enrolled

Dependent 55 17.3 0.1 37.7 8.4 31.1

Independent* 7.0 9.2 0.0 20.9 3.1 59.7
Number of children when first enrolled

None 54 15.9 0.1 345 7.5 36.6

One or more* 83 9.5 0.0 22.7 3.3 56.3

Single parent status when first enrolled

Not asingle parent 5.3 145 0.1 335 7.0 39.7

Single parent* 11.2 15.1 0.0 220 4.5 47.3
Worked while enrolled 1995-96

Did not work 5.7 17.3 0.0 304 6.3 40.3

Worked part time 7.0 19.2 0.1 32.9 10.2 30.5

Worked full time* 59 75 0.0 28.8 11 56.7

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
*Risk factor.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out
of the first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudina Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 5.3a—Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary students with a goal of attaining a
bachelor’s degree when they first enrolled, according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
persistence status, by first institution type and degree program

Highest degree attained No degree
Still enrolled
Less-than- 4-year Not
Certificate  Associate’'s Bachelor's 4-year institution enrolled
Students with a bachelor’ s degree goal
Total 15 2.7 0.7 125 63.2 19.4
Type of first institution
4-year
Public 1.0 13 1.0 5.9 74.8 16.0
Private, not-for-profit 13 20 0.9 39 78.8 13.1
Private, for-profit 7.8 15.8 5.4 10.7 333 271
2-year
Public 2.6 5.2 0.0 36.1 229 33.3
Private, not-for-profit — — — — — —
Private, for-profit — — — — — —
Less-than-2-year — — — — — —
Level of first ingtitution
4-year 11 17 1.0 5.3 75.9 15.1
2-year 26 6.0 0.0 35.7 225 33.2
Highest offering of first institution*
Doctorate-granting 1.0 12 11 51 78.8 12.7
Non-doctorate-granting 12 19 0.7 5.3 733 17.7
Control of first institution
Public 15 2.6 0.7 15.7 58.1 216
Private, not-for-profit 1.3 2.2 0.9 4.0 78.5 13.2
Private, for-profit 4.7 26.3 3.2 14.8 21.8 29.2
Degree program at first institution
Certificate 0.7 7.8 0.0 16.9 49.8 24.9
Associate's degree 2.8 7.1 0.0 34.1 223 338
Bachelor's degree 11 11 1.0 53 76.9 145
First sub-baccalaureate degree attained
None T T T 13.2 66.5 20.4
Certificate 91.2 3.8 5.0 T T T
Associate’ s degree t 97.2 2.8 t t t
Met high math/science curriculum
Did not meet threshold 0.9 18 0.6 11.7 66.6 18.4
Met curriculum threshold 0.7 3.0 0.7 75 78.9 9.2
Number of Advanced Placement tests taken
None 18 3.2 0.6 14.6 57.8 220
One 13 11 13 8.8 70.9 16.6
More than one 0.5 2.0 12 4.7 849 6.8
Grade point average in high school
B or less 0.9 38 0.4 18.7 49.8 26.5
B+ to A- 14 15 0.6 11.8 68.7 16.1
Mostly As 0.7 2.3 0.8 3.2 87.1 59
Derived SAT combined score
Low quartile (400-700) 11 3.0 0.5 24.3 45.8 254
Middle quartiles (710-1020) 1.0 2.1 0.5 9.7 70.7 16.0
High quartile (1030-1600) 0.7 24 1.0 23 84.5 9.3

—Too few cases for areliable estimate.
*4-year ingtitutions only.
tNot applicable.

NOTE: Details may not sum to 100 due to rounding. Total persistence and attainment rates include students who transferred out of the
first institution attended.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-96 Beginning Postsecondary Students
Longitudinal Study, First Follow-up (BPS:96/98).
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Table 5.3b—~Per centage distribution of 1995-96 beginning postsecondary studentswith a goal of attaining a
bachelor’s degree when they first enrolled, according to the highest degree attained and 3-year
per sistence status, by high school academic preparation, and attendance patterns

Highest degree attained No degree
Still enrolled
Lessthan-  4-year Not

Certificate Associate's Bachelor's 4-year ingtitution enrolled

Students with a bachelor’ s degree goal
Tota 15 2.7 0.7 125 63.2 19.4

Number of months enrolled through 1998

Less than 12 months 2.3 0.5 0.0 57 1.3 90.3
12—24 months 25 45 1.9 20.8 24.8 455
25 months or more 1.1 2.6 0.6 11.6 81.6 2.4

Intensity pattern through 1998

Always full-time 1.0 3.2 0.9 6.6 718 16.6
Mixed 20 18 0.6 26.6 49.5 19.6
Always part-time 59 0.9 0.0 15.0 19.6 58.6

Academic year of last enrollment

1995-96 0.1 0.7 0.0 T t 99.2

199697 33 55 3.7 T t 87.4

1997-98 14 26 0.5 14.9 75.5 5.0
Transfer status through 1998

Did not transfer 13 2.2 0.9 8.7 65.3 21.7

Transferred 20 4.4 0.2 24.7 56.6 12.1

First transfer direction

Did not transfe