
Changed Elements: Revised Definition
Number Element Name V6 Definition V5 Definition

0100 County FIPS (Federal Information 
Processing Standards) Code

The Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) 
numeric code for the county issued by the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology (NIST). Counties are 
considered to be the `first-order subdivisions` of each State 
and statistically equivalent entity, regardless of their local 
designations (county, parish, borough, etc.).  Counties in 
different States will have the same code. A unique county 
number is created when combined with the 2-digit FIPS 
State Code.

The Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) 
numeric code for the county. (Note: A five digit FIPS code 
that identifies counties across the United States can be 
accessed online by visiting the FIPS Home Page at 
http://www.itl.nist.gov/fipspubs/. For additional information 
about FIPS codes, contact the Information Technology 
Laboratory, National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST), 100 Bureau Drive, Stop 8900, Gaithersburg, MD 
20899-8900. The phone number is 301-975-2832.)

0839 Locale Code Locale code is a variable that NCES has created for 
general description, sampling, and other statistical 
purposes.  Locale codes are derived to describe a school's 
location ranging from `large city` to `rural.`  These urban-
centric locale codes are based on the physical location 
represented by an address that is matched against a 
geographic database maintained by the Census Bureau.  
See Appendix D for a history of locale codes.

The designation based on the institution's geographic 
location and population attributes such as density.

0903 Compliance Status An indication of whether the school, building, site, system, 
component, equipment, vehicle, or fixture conforms to the 
requirements or standards specified in federal, state, or 
local standards or codes.

An indication of whether the school, building, site, system, 
component, equipment, or fixture conforms to the 
requirements or standards specified in federal, state, or 
local standards or codes.

1095 Congressional District Number The legislatively defined subdivisions of a State for the 
purpose of electing representatives or delegates to the 
House of Representatives of the United States Congress. A 
State or equivalent entity may comprise a single 
congressional district or similar representational area. The 
Federal Information Processing Standard (FIPS) provides 
the structure of numeric codes for representing 
congressional districts and similar areas defined for the 
various Congresses of the United States.  The 
Congressional Districts Number is a two-digit numeric code. 
(Note: The Congressional District code can be accessed 
online by visiting the FIPS Home Page at 
http://www.itl.nist.gov/fipspubs/.)

The legally accepted number of an area established by law 
for the election of representatives to the United States 
Congress where the school or district is located.
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