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Table 424. Selected statistics of public libraries, by population size of legal service area: Fiscal year 2001

Item

Population of legal service area 1

Total Under 10,000 10,000 to
49,999

50,000 to
99,999

100,000 to
249,999

250,000 to
499,999

500,000 and
over

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Number of public library service outlets ... 17,300 5,701 4,256 1,827 2,157 1,179 2,180

Central libraries .................................................. 8,971 5,387 2,647 519 283 77 58
Branch libraries .................................................. 7,450 241 1,332 1,123 1,709 1,022 2,023
Bookmobiles ....................................................... 879 73 277 185 165 80 99

Collections, in thousands
Books and serial volumes 2 ................................ 767,055 99,529 187,090 94,248 112,159 78,251 195,778
Audio and video materials and films .................. 59,427 5,984 14,193 7,653 8,769 6,000 16,828
Serial subscriptions ............................................ 1,960 274 485 232 251 194 525

Paid staff, in full-time equivalents
Librarians ............................................................ 44,428 6,121 11,670 5,507 6,104 4,604 10,421

Librarians with ALA–MLS 3 ............................. 30,094 1,206 6,960 3,968 4,878 3,695 9,386
Other staff ........................................................... 89,028 5,496 20,607 12,222 16,013 10,190 24,500

Income, in thousands
Total operating income ....................................... $8,222,619 $514,726 $1,850,988 $1,061,174 $1,321,809 $945,567 $2,528,356

Percentage distribution

Source of operating income
Total ................................................................ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Federal 4 ............................................................. 0.6 1.0 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.4
State ................................................................... 12.7 9.5 12.7 15.2 11.9 13.1 12.7
Local ................................................................... 77.3 73.0 76.8 76.2 80.0 79.0 76.9
Other and private ............................................... 9.4 16.5 10.1 8.0 7.4 7.3 9.9

1 The number of people in the geographic area for which a public library has been
established to offer services and from which (or on behalf of which) the library derives
income, plus any areas served under contract for which the library is the primary service
provider.

2 Some data are different from other tables due to a different population base.
3 ALA–MLS=A master’s degree from a graduate library education program accredited

by the American Library Association (ALA).

4 Excludes some federal funds received through state library agencies.

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals due to rounding. Data include imputations for non-
response.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Public Libraries in the United States: FY 2001. (This table was prepared August 2003.)

Table 425. Public libraries, books and serial volumes, library visits, and reference transactions, by state:
Fiscal year 2001

State

Number of
public

libraries,
excluding
branches

Number
of

books
and

serial
volumes 1

(in thou-
sands)

Number
of books

and
serial

volumes
per

capita

Library
visits per
capita 2

Circula-
tion
per

capita

Public
library

reference
transactions

per
capita 3

State

Number of
public

libraries,
excluding
branches

Number
of

books
and

serial
volumes 1

(in thou-
sands)

Number
of books

and
serial

volumes
per

capita

Library
visits per
capita 2

Circula-
tion
per

capita

Public
library

reference
transactions

per
capita 3

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

United States ........ 9,129 767,055 2.8 4.3 6.5 1.1

Alabama .................... 207 8,801 2.0 2.8 3.6 0.6 Missouri .................... 150 18,716 3.7 4.4 7.6 1.2
Alaska ........................ 86 2,264 3.6 4.5 5.8 0.5 Montana ................... 79 2,625 2.9 3.9 5.3 0.6
Arizona ...................... 35 8,760 1.7 4.1 6.5 0.9 Nebraska .................. 272 6,004 4.6 5.1 8.6 0.8
Arkansas .................... 43 5,497 2.1 2.8 4.1 0.6 Nevada ..................... 23 4,382 2.2 3.9 5.1 0.7
California ................... 179 67,219 1.9 3.9 5.0 1.1 New Hampshire ....... 229 5,572 4.6 4.7 7.1 0.7
Colorado .................... 116 11,071 2.6 6.4 10.4 1.4 New Jersey .............. 309 31,035 3.7 5.0 5.9 0.9
Connecticut ................ 194 14,109 4.1 6.1 8.4 1.1 New Mexico ............. 80 4,132 2.6 3.5 4.9 0.7
Delaware ................... 37 1,468 1.9 3.5 5.8 0.7 New York ................. 750 78,546 4.4 5.9 7.2 1.8
District of Columbia ... 1 2,472 4.3 3.5 2.1 2.1 North Carolina .......... 76 15,916 2.0 3.6 5.4 0.9
Florida ........................ 72 29,826 1.8 3.6 5.0 1.5 North Dakota ............ 82 2,158 3.9 4.0 7.1 0.7
Georgia ...................... 57 15,143 1.9 3.2 4.6 0.9 Ohio .......................... 250 47,088 4.1 6.3 13.8 1.6
Hawaii ........................ 1 3,195 2.6 4.6 5.6 0.8 Oklahoma ................. 115 6,316 2.2 4.7 5.4 0.7
Idaho .......................... 106 3,577 3.1 5.5 7.7 0.7 Oregon ..................... 125 8,476 2.7 5.9 12.2 0.8
Illinois ......................... 629 41,620 3.7 5.4 7.4 1.5 Pennsylvania ............ 459 28,061 2.3 3.3 4.7 0.8
Indiana ....................... 239 22,145 3.9 5.9 11.1 1.3 Rhode Island ............ 48 3,997 3.8 5.4 6.3 0.8
Iowa ........................... 537 11,450 4.0 5.1 8.7 0.7 South Carolina ......... 41 8,260 2.1 3.6 4.5 1.1
Kansas ....................... 321 10,438 4.7 5.5 9.6 1.2 South Dakota ........... 126 2,835 4.8 5.5 8.0 0.9
Kentucky .................... 116 7,891 2.0 3.4 5.2 0.5 Tennessee ............... 184 10,080 1.8 3.0 3.9 0.7
Louisiana ................... 65 10,850 2.4 2.9 4.1 1.0 Texas ....................... 540 35,725 1.8 2.9 4.2 0.9
Maine ......................... 273 5,891 4.9 4.9 6.9 0.8 Utah .......................... 70 6,064 2.7 5.2 11.0 1.4
Maryland .................... 24 15,323 3.0 5.0 9.0 1.4 Vermont .................... 188 2,731 4.7 5.2 6.7 0.7
Massachusetts ........... 371 30,465 4.8 (4) 7.2 0.9 Virginia ..................... 90 18,659 2.6 4.2 7.9 1.1
Michigan .................... 381 27,188 2.7 4.0 5.2 0.8 Washington .............. 65 17,003 2.9 4.7 9.6 1.4
Minnesota .................. 140 14,414 (4) (4) (4) (4) West Virginia ............ 97 4,920 2.7 3.4 4.4 0.8
Mississippi ................. 49 5,615 2.0 2.9 3.2 0.5 Wisconsin ................. 379 18,647 3.5 5.7 9.2 1.0

Wyoming .................. 23 2,415 4.9 5.4 7.6 0.8

1 Some data are different from other tables due to a different population base.
2 The total number of persons entering the library for any purpose during the year.
3 A reference transaction is an information contact which involves the knowledge, use,

recommendations, interpretation or instructions in the use of one or more information
sources by a member of the library staff.

4 Data not shown because response rate is less than 70 percent.

NOTE: Data include imputations for nonresponse.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,

Public Libraries in the United States: FY 2001. (This table was prepared August 2003.)


