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NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of
rounding. Survey includes special education and
reqular elementary and combined schools. Public
elementary school is defined as a school with a
lowest grade less than or equal to grade 3 and
a highest grade less than or equal to grade 8.
Combined school is defined as containing both
elementary and secondary grades (e.g.,K—12 or
1-9). Supplemental note 1 identifies the states
in each region.

SOURCE: Smith, T., Kleiner, A., Parsad, B., and
Farris, E. (2003). Prekindergarten in U.S. Public
Schools: 2000-2007 (NCES 2003-019), tables
2 and 3 and previously unpublished tabulation
(November 2003). Data from U.S. Department
of Education, NCES, Fast Response Survey
System (FRSS), “Survey of Classes That Serve
Children Prior to Kindergarten in Public Schools:
2000—-2001,"FRSS 78,2001.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Supplemental Notes 1,3
Supplemental Tables 2-1,2-2

Indicator 2

Section 1—Participation in Education

Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools

Thirty-five percent of public elementary schools had prekindergarten programs in
2000-01, serving over 800,000 children. Schools in the Southeast were more likely to have
any prekindergarten programs and full-day programs than schools in other regions.

Participation in early childhood programs, such
as prekindergarten, helps prepare children for
school. In 2000-01, some 19,900 public el-
ementary schools, or about 35 percent of all
public elementary schools, offered prekinder-
garten classes (see supplemental table 2-1).
Thirteen percent of public elementary schools
offered full-day only classes, 19 percent offered
half-day only classes, and 3 percent offered
both full- and half-day classes. Schools in the
Southeast were more likely than schools in
other regions to offer prekindergarten classes.
The majority of prekindergarten class offerings
in the Southeast were full-day classes, while the
majority of class offerings in the Northeast,
Central, and West regions were half-day classes.
Public schools with large enrollments (as de-
fined by 700 or more students) and schools in
central cities were more likely than schools with
other enrollment sizes and in other locales to
offer prekindergarten classes.

The greater the percentage of minority students
enrolled in a school, the greater was the like-
lihood of the school having prekindergarten
programs—from 27 percent of schools with
less than 10 percent minority enrollment to

51 percent of schools with 75 percent or more
minority enrollment. In addition, as the per-
centage of children eligible for free or reduced-
price lunch increased, so did the percentage
of schools offering prekindergarten—from 21
percent of low-poverty schools (less than 15
percent of children eligible for the school lunch
program) to 51 percent of high-poverty schools
(75 percent or more of children eligible).

There were 822,000 children in prekindergar-
ten classes in public schools in 2000-01 (see
supplemental table 2-2). The majority (68
percent) were 4 years old. Sixty-one percent
of children in prekindergarten were eligible for
free or reduced-price lunch. Among children
in prekindergarten classes, 39 percent were in
high-poverty public schools and 11 percent
were in low-poverty schools. White children
represented 81 percent of students in prekin-
dergarten classes in low-poverty public schools,
compared with 4 and 8 percent for Black and
Hispanic students. Conversely, White children
made up 22 percent of students in high-poverty
schools, compared with 36 and 39 percent for
Black and Hispanic children, respectively.

PREKINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS: Percentage of public elementary schools with prekindergarten classes, by type of

program and region: 200001
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Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables Indicator 2

Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools

Table 2-1. Number and percentage of public elementary schools with prekindergarten classes, by type of program and selected school characteristics:
2000-01
Number of Elementary schools
elementary with prekindergarten classes Type of prekindergarten class
School characteristic schools Number Percent Full-day only Half-day only Both
Total 56,400 19,900 353 12.5 19.3 34
Enrollment
Less than 300 17,400 4,900 28.3 8.9 16.7 24
300-499 18,100 6,500 36.0 11.6 21.2 3.2
500-699 12,700 4,800 375 14.7 18.7 4.0
700 or more 8,100 3,700 455 18.9 21.8 49
Location
Central city 13,800 6,300 45.4 15.7 24.3 5.2
Urban fringe/large town 21,200 6,400 30.1 9.6 17.4 3.0
Rural/small town 21,300 7,200 34.0 134 18.0 2.6
Region
Northeast 10,900 3,300 29.9 7.1 19.2 35
Southeast 11,800 5,500 46.3 35.6 6.5 4.2
Central 16,700 5,300 31.9 43 244 3.2
West 16,900 5,900 34.5 8.0 233 3.0
Percent minority
Less than 10 20,600 5,600 274 6.7 18.5 2.1
10-24 9,000 2,800 31.5 10.6 19.0 1.7
25-49 10,300 3,700 36.1 14.2 17.2 4.7
50-74 5,600 2,300 40.6 17.6 17.4 5.6
75 or more 10,200 5,200 50.8 223 233 5.1
Percent of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch
Less than 15 10,300 2,100 20.9 29 14.0 37
15-29 8,800 2,500 28.9 8.0 19.7 1.2
30-49 12,000 3,800 321 8.8 214 1.9
50-74 12,600 5,000 39.8 16.8 19.5 33
75 or more 12,200 6,200 50.8 233 21.2 6.3

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. Data on some of the variables in this table are missing for some cases. For more information, see NCES 2003—019, tables 2 and 3. Survey includes special education

and regular elementary and combined schools. Public elementary school is defined as a school with a lowest grade less than or equal to grade 3 and a highest grade less than or equal to grade 8.Combined school is defined
as containing both elementary and secondary grades (e.q., K—12 or 1-9). See supplemental note 1 for the states in each region and more information on location.
SOURCE: Smith, T, Kleiner, A., Parsad, B., and Farris, E. (2003). Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools: 20002001 (NCES 2003—019), tables 2 and 3 and previously unpublished tabulation (November 2003).Data from U.S.
Department of Education, NCES, Fast Response Survey System (FRSS),"Survey of Classes That Serve Children Prior to Kindergarten in Public Schools: 2000-2001," FRSS 78,2001
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Indicator 2 Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables

Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools

Table 2-2. Number and percentage distribution of prekindergarten children in public elementary schools, by age, race/ethnicity, and selected student
and school characteristics: 2000-01

Number of Age Race/ethnicity’ Student characteristic
School children in pre- 3or 5or American Low
characteristic kindergarten  younger 4 older Indian Asian Black  White Hispanic LEP? income? IEP*
Total 822,000 23.0 683 8.7 1.9 2.7 22.6 48.6 24.0 15.1 61.1 29.7
Enrollment
Less than 300 193,000 287 614 9.9 26 2.6 17.7 60.8 16.2 9.7 54.4 327
300-499 233,000 210 69.1 9.9 20 24 219 56.2 17.4 1.4 58.2 279
500-699 211,000 226 69.6 7.8 13 2.8 28.9 448 221 134 62.3 313
700 or more 184,000 200 73.1 7.0 1.6 3.1 21.7 30.6 43.0 27.4 70.1 27.1
Location
Central city 310,000 238 684 7.8 1.0 36 33.1 276 346 21.6 723 26.2
Urban fringe/large town 279,000 243 679 7.8 1.2 33 20.1 51.1 24.2 15.6 54.6 31.7
Rural/small town 233,000 203 688 108 3.9 0.8 11.7 73.7 9.9 5.7 53.2 32.1
Region
Northeast 137,000 249 700 5.1 0.8! 47 224 526 19.5 8.7 46.8 28.1
Southeast 191,000 194 728 7.8 17 1.7 38.0 49.3 9.2 6.5 70.7 335
Central 230,000 270 596 133 0.9 2.0 20.5 63.4 13.0 8.5 50.7 31.1
West 264,000 211 718 7.1 34 3.0 134 333 46.8 303 69.8 26.6
Percent minority
Less than 10 181,000 248 632 119 17 0.9 1.9 92.6 29 0.9 34.5 37.0
10-24 109,000 302 60.5 9.2 1.6 2.9 9.8 77.8 7.8 4.1 47.3 39.0
25-49 150,000 194 728 7.8 24 4.0 18.8 56.5 17.9 13.1 54.0 294
50-75 106,000 249 657 9.4 3.1 5.8 29.9 34.9 26.3 123 703 29.2
75 or more 267,000 20.1 738 6.1 14 1.8 415 7.6 47.7 31.2 824 20.6
Percent of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch
Less than 15 87,000 296 590 115 1.4 6.0 4.2 80.7 7.7 6.6 11.1 39.5
15-29 75,000 248 625 127 13 2.5 9.4 76.8 9.8 4.8 274 45.6
30-49 129,000 228 658 113 17 2.8 13.6 68.3 13.2 8.7 376 34.8
50-74 207,000 213 718 6.8 26 33 20.2 54.0 19.9 11.2 62.9 303
75 or more 318,000 215 717 6.8 17 1.6 36.3 217 38.7 24.9 86.7 19.6
Percent of students limited English proficient
Less than 1 409,000 234 662 103 24 1.3 25.2 62.1 8.9 # 553 33.9
1-10 141,000 253 654 9.3 1.6 3.0 26.8 55.9 12.1 4.2 53.1 30.0
More than 10 263,000 20.7 73.7 5.6 1.3 4.6 17.0 225 54.6 444 74.1 233
#Rounds to zero.

lInterpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).

"American Indian includes Alaska Native, Asian includes Pacific Islander and Native Hawaiian, Black includes African American, and Hispanic includes Latino. Racial categories exclude Hispanic origin.

2LEP refers to limited English proficient students, or“English language learners.”

SLow income is defined as eligible for free or reduced-price lunch.

“|EP refers to students with Individualized Education Programs and includes children in special education and general education classes.

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. Data on some of the variables in this table are missing for some cases. For more information see NCES 2003019, tables 5,6,and 7. Survey includes special education
and regular elementary and combined schools. Public elementary school is defined as a school with a lowest grade less than or equal to grade 3 and a highest grade less than or equal to grade 8.Combined school is defined
as containing both elementary and secondary grades (e.g., K=12 or 1-9). See supplemental note 1 for the states in each region and more information on location.

SOURCE: Smith, T, Kleiner, A., Parsad, B., and Farris, E. (2003). Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools: 20002007 (NCES 2003—-019), tables 5,6, and 7 and previously unpublished tabulation (November 2003). Data from U.S.
Department of Education, NCES, Fast Response Survey System (FRSS),“Survey of Classes That Serve Children Prior to Kindergarten in Public Schools: 2000—2001," FRSS 78,2001.
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Indicator 2 Appendix 3 Standard Error Tables

Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools

Table S2. Standard errors for the percentage of public elementary schools with prekindergarten classes, by type of program and region: 2000-01
Region
Type of prekindergarten class Total Northeast Southeast Central West
Total 1.0 2.6 23 2.0 2.0
Full-day only 0.5 13 2.1 0.9 0.8
Half-day only 0.7 23 1.2 1.8 1.7
Both 0.4 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.6

SOURCE: Smith, T., Kleiner, A., Parsad, B., and Farris, E. (2003). Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools: 2000—2007 (NCES 2003-019), tables B-2 and B-3 and previously unpublished tabulation (November 2003). Data from U.S.
Department of Education, NCES, Fast Response Survey System (FRSS),"Survey of Classes That Serve Children Prior to Kindergarten in Public Schools: 2000—-2001,”FRSS 78,2001.
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Indicator 2 Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables

Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools

TableS2-1.  Standard errors for the number and percentage of public elementary schools with prekindergarten classes, by type of program and selected
school characteristics: 2000-01

Number of Elementary schools
elementary with prekindergarten classes Type of prekindergarten class

School characteristic schools Number Percent Full-day only Half-day only Both

Total 201 529 0.96 0.50 0.69 0.35
Enrollment

Less than 300 298 274 1.46 0.85 1.40 0.56

300-499 146 330 1.76 1.09 1.56 0.67

500-699 379 271 2.08 1.64 1.53 1.01

700 or more 362 251 2.88 213 243 0.92
Location

Central city 600 376 243 1.52 1.83 0.86

Urban fringe/large town 626 362 1.89 1.13 1.37 0.54

Rural/small town 603 370 1.82 0.97 1.32 0.64
Region

Northeast 310 287 2.59 1.31 2.27 0.90

Southeast 334 269 2.32 2.11 1.20 0.83

Central 462 391 2.02 0.91 1.83 0.68

West 509 449 1.95 0.77 1.72 0.61
Percent minority

Less than 10 709 370 1.99 0.86 1.79 0.57

10-24 455 231 234 1.67 1.88 0.58

25-49 553 315 2.36 1.63 1.81 1.18

50-74 483 244 3.63 247 2.65 1.77

75 or more 487 332 273 2.02 217 1.04
Percent of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch

Less than 15 481 229 217 0.83 1.74 0.98

15-29 419 241 2.32 1.52 2.09 0.52

30-49 629 321 2.18 1.27 1.83 0.67

50-74 534 342 247 1.44 1.88 0.75

75 or more 452 332 227 1.80 1.69 0.96

SOURCE: Smith, T, Kleiner, A., Parsad, B., and Farris, E. (2003). Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools: 2000—2007 (NCES 2003—019), tables B-2 and B-3 and previously unpublished tabulation (November 2003). Data from U.S.
Department of Education, NCES, Fast Response Survey System (FRSS),"Survey of Classes That Serve Children Prior to Kindergarten in Public Schools: 2000—-2001,”FRSS 78,2001.
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Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables Indicator 2

Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools

TableS2-2.  Standard errors for the number and percentage distribution of prekindergarten children in public elementary schools, by age, race/ethnicity,
and selected student and school characteristics: 2000-01

Number of Age Race/ethnicity Student characteristic
School children in pre- 3or 5or  American Low
characteristic kindergarten  younger 4 older Indian  Asian Black  White Hispanic LEP  income IEP
Total 40,000 099 1.01 0.53 029 0.24 1.28 1.56 1.53 1.35 1.49 1.52
Enrollment
Less than 300 19,600 265 216 148 0.84 0.55 2.26 4.00 3.16 2.09 4.07 3.08
300-499 16,300 123 141 1.24 036  0.50 3.00 2.75 2.29 1.71 3.38 2.09
500-699 16,500 176 208 1.23 059 044 3.74 3.31 3.54 2.60 3.23 2.84
700 or more 23,100 310 335 118 0.58  0.54 2.58 2.89 3.34 3.35 4.36 5.10
Location
Central city 28,000 183 194 1.3 0.31 0.41 2.68 2.13 2.70 2.07 2.34 3.37
Urban fringe/large town 18,100 186 1.87 0.6 0.51 0.50 2.29 3.17 3.21 249 3.02 238
Rural/small town 18,500 1.14 1.59 1.30 0.73 0.17 1.45 2.09 1.83 1.42 2.93 1.97
Region
Northeast 14,500 171 2,02 1.09 063  0.71 3.35 4.06 3.08 1.70 4.44 242
Southeast 12,500 185 192 1.07 055 0.28 2.45 2.74 1.49 133 2.49 2.10
Central 26,100 184 180 1.69 025 0.53 3.05 341 1.83 1.60 3.82 2.64
West 33,900 268 278 101 062 039 2.06 1.92 3.37 3.40 2.54 4.23
Percent minority
Less than 10 15,600 152 186 137 076  0.20 0.24 1.04 0.64 0.19 3.02 2.55
10-24 17,100 374 338 1.50 0.44 0.56 1.00 1.58 1.18 0.98 541 5.04
25-49 15,200 174 225 148 0.61 0.62 1.72 1.77 2.10 2.03 422 2.70
50-75 13,700 248 235 2.72 1.19 1.33 3.49 1.76 2.85 2.56 4.34 4.21
75 or more 26,200 241 267 098 044 033 2.89 1.62 3.28 3.16 2.65 4.39

Percent of students eligible
for free or reduced-price lunch

Less than 15 10,700 226 295 202 0.67 1.23 0.86 2.83 1.70 2.24 3.51 4.43
15-29 8,200 203 220 1.51 0.42 0.52 1.42 2.31 1.58 1.07 3.17 3.51
30-49 14,100 183 267 2.06 0.71 0.47 3.30 3.47 2.65 2.29 3.24 2.96
50-74 25,400 224 216 094 068  0.56 297 235 2.13 133 2.50 5.28
75 or more 27,200 204 209 1.03 046  0.30 2.83 3.20 3.41 291 1.48 1.88

Percent of students
limited English proficient

Less than 1 29,300 1.51 140 0.80 046  0.15 2.32 213 1.10 0.02 2.87 2.00
1-10 17,200 154 252 229 069  0.50 3.38 3.95 2.72 0.32 4.13 2.67
More than 10 23,300 237 255 068 044  0.67 2.01 1.92 2.62 2.86 2.75 4.04

SOURCE: Smith, T., Kleiner, A., Parsad, B., and Farris, E. (2003). Prekindergarten in U.S. Public Schools: 2000—2007 (NCES 2003—019), tables B-5,B-6,and B-7 and previously unpublished tabulation (November 2003). Data from
U.S. Department of Education, NCES, Fast Response Survey System (FRSS),"Survey of Classes That Serve Children Prior to Kindergarten in Public Schools: 2000-2001," FRSS 78, 2001.
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