
 

Arkansas 
Equivalent NAEP 

grades tested 
by state in 2005

Skills  
assessed

AYP  
standard

Performance 
standards 

development

Year  
standard 
adopted

Substantive 
changes to test 
since 2002-03

Reading
4 and 8 

Literacy  
(combining reading and writing) 

Proficient 
Committee with 
expert review 

2003 

Standards reset at 
grades 3-8 in 2005; 
2005 scores are not 
comparable to 
previous years. 

State  
standards

Through the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and Accountability Program (ACTAAP), the state administered 
exams in grades 3–8 and 11 in reading and writing, in grades 3–8 in mathematics, and at end-of-course in Algebra I and 
Geometry. Arkansas used four achievement levels for reporting purposes: below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced. 

State performance  
 standard for AYP

Grade 4. Proficient students demonstrate solid academic performance for the grade tested and are well prepared for the 
next level of schooling. They can use Arkansas-established reading, writing, and mathematics skills and knowledge to solve 
problems and complete tasks on their own. Students can tie ideas together and explain the ways their ideas are connected.  
 
Grade 8. Proficient students demonstrate solid academic performance for the grade tested and are well prepared for the 
next level of schooling. They can use Arkansas-established reading, writing, and mathematics skills and knowledge to solve 
problems and complete tasks on their own. Students can tie ideas together and explain the ways their ideas are connected.  

  



 

Arkansas Reading 
2005 NAEP scale equivalent  2005 NAEP exclusion rates

Correlation between  
NAEP and state results  

Grade

NAEP equivalent 
at the state 

standard for AYP
Standard 

error
Relative  

error1 

Unadjusted Adjusted2
 

English 
language 

learners (ELL)
Students with 

disabilities 

Students who 
are both ELL 

and with 
disabilities

4 217 1.2 1.2  0.73 0.94  1.7 5.6 0.6 

8 254 1.2 1.3 0.68 0.74  0.7 5.0 0.4 

1 Relative error provides a measure of how well the state’s standard for AYP maps to the NAEP scale. Values of 1.5 or higher indicate poor mapping 
of school-level results and comparisons between NAEP and state assessments should be made with caution. 

2 Estimate of what the correlation between NAEP and state assessment school-level percentages meeting primary state standards would have 
been if it were based on a standard set at the student population median and with no school samples having fewer than 30 students. 

 

State 
accommodations 

not allowed on NAEP
Noise buffer and taking the test at a time beneficial to the student. 



 

Arkansas 
Equivalent NAEP 

grades tested 
by state in 2005

Skills  
assessed

AYP  
standard

Performance 
standards 

development

Year  
standard 
adopted

Substantive 
changes to test 
since 2002-03

Mathematics
4 and 8 

Numbers and operations, 
algebra, geometry, 
measurement, and data analysis 
and probability 

Proficient 
Committee with 
expert review 

2004 

Standards reset at 
grades 3-8 in 2005; 
2005 scores are not 
comparable to 
previous years. 

State  
standards

Through the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and Accountability Program (ACTAAP), the state administered 
exams in grades 3–8 and 11 in reading and writing, in grades 3–8 in mathematics, and at end-of-course in Algebra I and 
Geometry. Arkansas used four achievement levels for reporting purposes: below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced. 

State performance  
 standard for AYP

Grade 4. Proficient students demonstrate solid academic performance for the grade tested and are well prepared for the 
next level of schooling. They can use Arkansas-established reading, writing, and mathematics skills and knowledge to solve 
problems and complete tasks on their own. Students can tie ideas together and explain the ways their ideas are connected.  
 
Grade 8. Proficient students demonstrate solid academic performance for the grade tested and are well prepared for the 
next level of schooling. They can use Arkansas-established reading, writing, and mathematics skills and knowledge to solve 
problems and complete tasks on their own. Students can tie ideas together and explain the ways their ideas are connected.  

  



 

Arkansas Mathematics 
2005 NAEP scale equivalent  2005 NAEP exclusion rates

Correlation between  
NAEP and state results  

Grade

NAEP equivalent 
at the state 

standard for AYP
Standard 

error
Relative  

error1 

Unadjusted Adjusted2
 

English 
language 

learners (ELL)
Students with 

disabilities 

Students who 
are both ELL 

and with 
disabilities

4 236 1.0 1.3  0.72 0.84  1.2 1.7 0.4 

8 288 1.0 1.1 0.79 0.86  0.6 2.7 0.1 

1 Relative error provides a measure of how well the state’s standard for AYP maps to the NAEP scale. Values of 1.5 or higher indicate poor mapping 
of school-level results and comparisons between NAEP and state assessments should be made with caution. 

2 Estimate of what the correlation between NAEP and state assessment school-level percentages meeting primary state standards would have 
been if it were based on a standard set at the student population median and with no school samples having fewer than 30 students. 

 

State 
accommodations 

not allowed on NAEP
Noise buffer, abacus, and taking the test at a time beneficial to the student. 
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