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the Reading Assessment
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Sample Reading Questions
Grade 4
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1. After reading this article, what do you think is the most important information about
the Anasazi?
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON

WO000824

2. The three moves made by the Anasazi are listed below. Explain the possible reasons that
were suggested in the article for each move.

500-1200 A.D. - The Anasazi moved from the alcoves to the top of Mesa Verde.

1200 A.D. - The Anasazi moved back down into the alcoves in the cliffs.

1300 A.D. - The Anasazi left Mesa Verde.

WO000826

3. If you had lived with the Anasazi at Mesa Verde, would you have preferred living on the
top of the mesa or in the cliff houses built into the alcoves? Explain your preference by
using information from the article.
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON

WO000827

4. If you could talk to the author of this article, what is one question you could ask her about
the Anasazi that is not already answered in the article? Explain why you would want to
know this information.

WO000828

5. Which idea from the text about the Anasazi do the photographs support?

A  They were able to create many useful objects.

B   Farming was probably their major source of food.

C  Wood seems to have been their primary building material.

D  Their life became much easier when they moved into the cliff dwellings.

WO000829

6. Imagine that you are living with the people of Mesa Verde during the 1200’s when they left
the mesa. Some of your friends and neighbors do not want to leave the area. Based on
information in the article, what would you tell these people to convince them to leave?
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WO000831

7. The Anasazi’s life before 1200 A.D. was portrayed by the author as being

A  dangerous and warlike

B  busy and exciting

C  difficult and dreary

D  productive and peacefule

VB000833

8. The title and photograph on the first page of the article are probably meant to make the
disappearance of the Anasazi seem to be

A  a personal tragedy

B  a terrible mistake

C  an unsolved mystery

D  an important political event

WO000832

9. Some people say that the Anasazi’s success as a civilization may have actually caused their
own decline. Using information in the article, explain why you agree or disagree with this
statement.

STOP



Reading–Grade 12 19

TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON

Reading Sample Questions
Grade 12
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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STOP
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 the Mathematics Assessment
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Sample MATHEMATICS Questions
Grade 4

1. Each boy and girl in the class voted for his or her favorite kind of music. Here are
the results.

Which kind of music did most students in the class prefer?

A  Classical

B  Rock

C  Country

D  Other

� 1 student

Girls

Boys

Classical

Girls

Boys

Rock

Girls

Boys

Country

Girls

Boys

Other
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2. Sam can purchase his lunch at school. Each day he wants to have juice that costs
50¢, a sandwich that costs 90¢, and fruit that costs 35¢. His mother has only $1.00
bills. What is the least number of $1.00 bills that his mother should give him so
he will have enough money to buy lunch for 5 days?

3. If both the square and the triangle above have the same perimeter, what is the
length of each side of the square?
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Sample MATHEMATICS Questions
Grade 8

1. Of the following, which is the best unit to use when measuring the growth of a
plant every other day during a 2-week period?

A  Centimeter

B  Meter

C  Kilometer

D  Foot

E  Yard

2. Jaime knows the following facts about points A, B, and C.

•  Points A, B, and C are on the same line, but might not be in that order.

•  Point C is twice as far from point A as it is from point B.

Jaime concluded that point C is always between points A and B.

Is Jaime’s conclusion correct?

                 A  Yes                   B  No

In the space provided, use a diagram to explain your answer.
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3. In the figure above, what fraction of rectangle ABCD is shaded?

A

B

C

D

E

1
6

1
5

1
4

1
3

1
2
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Sample MATHEMATICS Questions
Grade 12

1. In the figure below, use the protractor to draw a line m through point P
perpendicular to segment AP. In the answer space provided, give the measure
of the smaller angle formed by lines    and m.

Answer:

2. A certain machine produces 300 nails per minute. At this rate, how long will it
take the machine to produce enough nails to fill 5 boxes of nails if each box will
contain 250 nails?

A  4 min

B   4 min 6 sec

C  4 min 10 sec

D  4 min 50 sec

E  5 min
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This question requires you to show your work and explain your reasoning. You
may use drawings, words, and numbers in your explanation. Your answer should
be clear enough so that another person could read it and understand your
thinking. It is important that you show all of your work.

3. The table below shows the daily attendance at two movie theaters for 5 days and
the mean (average) and the median attendance.

Theater A Theater B

Day 1 100 72

Day 2 87 97

Day 3 90 70

Day 4 10 71

Day 5 91 100

Mean (average) 75.6 82

Median 90 72

(a) Which statistic, the mean or the median, would you use to describe the
typical daily attendance for the 5 days at Theater A? Justify your answer.

(b) Which statistic, the mean or the median, would you use to describe the
typical daily attendance for the 5 days at Theater B? Justify your answer.
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the Science Assessment
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Sample Science Questions
Grade 4

HE001475

1. The pictures below show containers with water in them. Which container has
35 milliliters (mL) of water in it?

HE001431

2. We can see the Moon from Earth because the Moon

A  is so hot that it glows like the Sun

B  reflects light from the Sun

C  has many volcanoes that give off a glowing gas

D  is made of rocks that give off their own light

10

20

30

40

50

10

20

30

40

50

10

20

30

40

50

10

20

30

40

50

A B C D

mL mL mLmL
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HE001777

3. Name the parts of the plant below that are labeled 1, 2, and 3.  Explain the function
of each part.

Name of Part Function

1. __________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________

HE001976

4. Many things are made of metal, such as pots, pans, tools, and wire.  Give two
reasons why metals are used to make many different things.

1

2

3
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Sample Science Questions
Grade 8

JL001087

1. Which of the following properties of the Earth is the result of the processes of
living things?

A  The Earth’s oceans are salty.

B The Earth has magnetic poles.

C  The Earth’s atmosphere contains a lot of oxygen.

D  The Earth’s crust contains a lot of volcanic rock.

HE001481

2. Raul’s little sister, Sarah, wants to know why she can see herself in a mirror, but
she can see through a window.  What should Raul tell his sister to explain the
differences between mirrors and windows?
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HE001824

3. A certain organism has many cells, each containing a nucleus.  If the organism
makes its own food, it would be classified as

A  a bacterium

B  a fungus

C  a plant

D  an animal

HE001728

4. An insulated bottle keeps a cold liquid in the bottle cold by

A  destroying any heat that enters the bottle

B  keeping cold energy within the bottle

C  trapping dissolved air in the liquid

D  slowing the transfer of heat into the bottle
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Sample Science Questions
Grade 12

HE001646

1. A car initially travels with constant speed around a tight, unbanked curve in a
circular arc with center X, as shown in the diagram above. At position P, the car
encounters a patch of ice, which reduces the frictional force on the tires to zero.

Which of the following best shows the path that the car takes while it is on the ice?

A  A

B  B

C  C

D  D

JL001149

2. When very small particles in a dish of water are examined with a powerful
microscope, the particles often appear to move in a rapid, random motion. Explain
what causes this movement of the particles.

X

Ice

No Ice

A
Ice

C

B
D

P
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STUDENT background questionnaire
DIRECTIONS FOR GRADE 4

In the next section, you will be asked questions about yourself and your education.
We will read this section together. To answer these questions, fill in the oval beside the
answer that is true for you. For example, fill in the oval beside your answer to this question:

      How many movies did you see last month on television and in movie theaters?

None

1 to 5

6 to 10

More than 10

You should have filled in the oval beside the answer that best tells how many movies you
saw last month on television and in movie theaters. On questions like this, be sure to make
your answer mark clear and dark in the oval. If you make a mistake or want to change your
answer, be sure to completely erase any unwanted marks.

You will be told when it is time to begin and end this section.

Do not go past the               sign at the end of this section until you are told to do so.

If you finish before time is called, go back and check your work on this section only.
Use your time carefully. Do as much as you can in this section.

A

B

C

D

STOP
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DIRECTIONS FOR GRADES 8 AND 12

In the next section, you will be asked questions about yourself and your education.

The choices for each question will be written down the page as shown. Now read
Example 1 and indicate your answer.

Example 1

1. Which event would you prefer to attend?

basketball game

car show

concert

play

Make your answer mark clear and dark in the oval. If you make a mistake or want to
change your answer, be sure to completely erase any unwanted marks.

Do not go past the              sign at the end of this section until you are told to do so.

If you finish before time is called, go back and check your work on this section only.
Use your time carefully. Do as much as you can in this section.

A

B

C

D

STOP
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STUDENT Background Questionnaire

ALL GRADE LEVELS

In this section, please tell us about yourself and your family. The section has 14 questions.
Mark your answers in your booklet.

VB331330

1. Are you Hispanic or Latino? Fill in one
or more ovals.

No, I am not Hispanic or Latino.

Yes, I am Mexican, Mexican
American, or Chicano.

Yes, I am Puerto Rican or Puerto
Rican American.

Yes, I am Cuban or Cuban
American.

Yes, I am from some other Hispanic
or Latino background.

A

B

C

D

E

VB331331

2. Which of the following best describes
you? Fill in one or more ovals.

White

Black or African American

Asian

American Indian or Alaska Native

Native Hawaiian or other Pacific
Islander

A

B

C

D

E

TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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VB331333

3. Does your family get a newspaper at
least four times a week?

Yes

No

I don’t know.

VB331334

4. Does your family get any magazines
regularly?

Yes

No

I don’t know.

VB331335

5. About how many books are there in
your home?

Few (0–10)

Enough to fill one shelf (11–25)

Enough to fill one bookcase (26–100)

Enough to fill several bookcases
(more than 100)

VB331336

6. Is there a computer at home that
you use?

Yes

No

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

D

E

A

B

C

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

D

E

For the rest of the questions in this section, fill in only one oval for each question.

VB331337

7. Is there an encyclopedia in your home? It
could be a set of books, or it could be on
the computer.

Yes

No

I don’t know.

TB001101

8. About how many pages a day do you
have to read in school and for
homework?

5 or fewer

6–10

11–15

16–20

More than 20

VB331339

9. How often do you talk about things you
have studied in school with someone in
your family?

Never or hardly ever

Once every few weeks

About once a week

Two or three times a week

Every day

A

B

TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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VB331451

13. How often do people in your home talk
to each other in a language other than
English?

Never

Once in a while

About half of the time

All or most of the time

HE002549

14. Which of the following best describes
your high school program?

General

Academic or college preparatory

Vocational or technical

A

B

C

D

E

VB331447

10. How many days were you absent from
school in the last month?

None

1 or 2 days

3 or 4 days

5 to 10 days

More than 10 days

VB330870

11. How far in school did your mother go?

She did not finish high school.

She graduated from high school.

She had some education after high
school.

She graduated from college.

I don’t know.

VB330871

12. How far in school did your father go?

He did not finish high school.

He graduated from high school.

He had some education after high
school.

He graduated from college.

I don’t know.

A

B

C

D

E

A

B

C

D

A

B

C
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B

C

D

E
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