
Chapter 1

adMinistering aCCOMMOdatiOn sessiOns

The objective of this chapter is to familiarize you with the accommodations 
provided by NAEP and how to administer them to the students.

In this chapter, you will 

n learn about the accommodations NAEP allows;

n learn how to administer accommodations in regular and separate 
sessions; and

n learn which accommodations are NOT allowed by NAEP and how  
to code students who cannot be assessed.

Chapter 5

Some students will be tested with special provisions called 
“accommodations,” which are changes in the way students 
are given the test or are able to respond.
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Procedure 1. Understand Accommodations Most Frequently 
Provided by NAEP 
 
NAEP provides accommodations for a student identified as a student with a disability (SD) 
and/or an English language learner (ELL) whose Individualized Educational Program (IEP) 
specifies them. For ELL students who do not have an IEP, knowledgeable school staff, such 
as IEP or 504 teams, school psychologists, and teachers, will make decisions about 
accommodations. 

Not all SD and ELL students will require test accommodations. Decisions about 
accommodations are made individually for each student. When it is determined that a 
student will receive an accommodation for NAEP, your assessment coordinator (AC) will 
work with the school to ensure that the accommodation is consistent with what the student 
routinely uses during state assessments. 

On occasion, you may be required to administer one or more accommodations to students 
either in the regular session or in a separate accommodation session. 

The next few pages describe how to administer the accommodations NAEP allows. They 
also identify the subjects in which each accommodation is allowed and the additional 
accommodations typically required. Finally, there are general guidelines for determining 
whether to provide accommodations in separate or regular sessions based on limiting 
distractions in regular sessions while still providing the usual test accommodations that SD 
or ELL students receive during their state assessment. 

Your AC will provide you with information regarding how and where students with 
accommodations will be assessed on the Assessment Information Form. 

For information on working with students who require accommodations, refer to the 
Inclusion magazine. 
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